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  November 10, 2013 8:00 a.m. Worship Service – Chapel 
  25th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 9:00 a.m. Christian Education Hour  
   9:15 a.m. NewSong Worship Service – Chapel 

 10:30 a.m. Worship Service – Sanctuary 
 10:30 a.m. Chapel Class 

     
First Presbyterian Vision and Mission Statements 

VISION: As faithful followers of Jesus Christ, we seek to be an open, caring, compassionate congregation,  
    and to bring about positive changes in our community and world. 

MISSION:  We celebrate, explore, and demonstrate our Christian faith in loving service. 
STRATEGIC PRIORITIES:  1) Continue to be an active community-oriented congregation; 2) Develop a passion for  
                                                  discipleship and advocacy; 3) Celebrate unity of purpose with diversity in action.
 

"I called Uncle Sam on Sept. 13 
when I saw the president 
standing on top of the rubble in 
New York, saying that we were 
going to get those responsible, 
which I wanted to do. After a 
short time at Ft. Hood, Texas, it 
became clear that we in fact were 
going instead to Iraq."  

-- Tomas Young, Kansas City, Mo., of 
the Iraq Veterans against the War 

 
Body of War is the story 
of the body of Tomas 
Young, a 24-year-old 
soldier deployed to Iraq 
and quickly returned to 
an Army hospital, 
wounded physically and 
emotionally.  
 
Here's an excerpt from the 
review at rogerebert.com: 
"Body of War," written 

and directed by TV personality Phil Donahue 
and Ellen Spiro, uses the structure of a roll-call 
ballot to hold each lawmaker accountable for his 
or her vote on what the filmmakers present as a 
dark day for American democracy. It juxtaposes 
the difficult post-service life of Young, a T-4 
quadriplegic and Purple Heart honoree, with 
excerpts from speeches by President Bush and 
by elected officials on the floor of the Senate in 
October 2002. They are equally painful to watch. 
 
The film will be shown Sunday, November 10, 
starting at 6 PM at Central Christian Church. Phyllis 
McPherron will lead our discussion, and the hosts 
will provide wonderful treats. 

Wed., November 6 
Taizé Chapel 

6:15 p.m. 
 

HAVE A HEART  
FOR HUNGER 

CROP WALK 
NOVEMBER 10, 2013 
There’s only one more week to participate in 
CROP WALK 2013!   To donate money, sponsor 
a walker or walk yourself, please contact 
Theresa Boes at (217)433-4808 or email her at 
tess121664@aol.com.  The walk begins at 1:30 
p.m. from Good Samaritan Inn (901 North 
Union) this Sunday, November 10th and journeys 
to local downtown service agencies which the 
indigent population frequents in Decatur.  
You may also make donations at church this 
Sunday morning. Please make checks payable 
to CWS/CROP. Your donations will remain in 
Decatur to help AMELCA, Good Samaritan Inn 
and Northeast Community Fund. Thank you. 

 (Nov. 17-23 is National Hunger and Homelessness 
Awareness Week) 

 
GOOD SAMARITAN INN – November 7, 2013 
Mark your calendar. The first Thursday of each month is 
when First Presbyterian Church prepares and serves at 
Good Sam. Hours are from 9-2 p.m. 
The Inn operates solely on the good hearts of volunteers. It is 
located at 920 N. Union Street.  

   
WE WILL  
RECYCLE YOUR  
GLASS JARS 
 

The Youth Group is asking for CLEAN, approx. 32oz. 
glass jars with lids for a project.  They will be 
collected in the church office. Thank you. 

Tower Notes 



 
OUR CHURCH FAMILY 
PRAYER CONCERNS:   
  Mike Lowe is at Symphony of Decatur in room #202 
for rehabilitation. Visitors are welcomed. 
  John Logan is at Symphony of Decatur, room #205b 
and would like visitors. 
   
CONGRATULATIONS 

Brandon Mandernach and Laura Shaw were 
married Saturday, October 26, 2013, at Rock Springs 
Environmental Center. Jan and Craig Mandernach are 
the proud parents and Louise Bear is the proud 
grandmother. 
 
WELCOME, ANGELA SCHULZ! 
The Children’s Committee is pleased to announce our 
newest Nursery Supervisor.  Angela Schulz will be in 
the nursery every Sunday from 8:45 am to 11:45 am 
on Sunday mornings.  Stop by to greet, meet and 
welcome her and her nine-month old daughter, Lilly.  
Angela comes to us with a strong recommendation 
from her aunt, Christl Smalley, our Administrative 
Assistant. 

 
   Sunday’s Nursery Schedule – Nov. 10 

 
Angela Schultz will be starting this next Sunday in 
the Nursery, working from 8:45 to 11:45am.  
Caity Barillas had been working Sundays in the 
nursery, but she is no longer able to continue.  
Therefore, we will continue to ask for volunteers to 
work with Angela. Angela is looking forward to 
meeting you and your little ones. 
 
8:45-10:15am– Angela Schultz & volunteer 
10:15-11:45am– Angela Schultz & Bev Ritter 

2 People are required in the nursery. 
 

               

VERY GOOD   
November 10, SUNDAY GREETERS 
Before Service  
#1 Yvonne Lewis                            #4 Gib and Gini Maines 
#2 Craig and Jan Mandernach       #5 Volunteer 
#3 Dick and Doris Fiala          
 
Media Techs Food & Fellowship 
Brenda Aymer Connie May 
Theresa Boes 
 
                         November  
Newsletter Volunteers Money Counters 
Carol Ferry Yvonne Lewis 
Joan Winick Susie Marshall 
Earline Wisher  
 
 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 
 
The Session is calling a Congregational Meeting 
on Sunday, November 10, 2013, following the 
10:30 am worship service for the purpose of electing 
two deacons to the Class of 2015 and one deacon to 
the Class of 2014.   Susan Winick Weinstein and 
Patti Smith-Phillips will be nominated for the two-
year terms. Sally Wachter is being nominated for 
the one-year term. 

 

 Be thinking about your Christmas 
poinsettia order. Next week’s Tower Notes 

will have the information. 

Deacons Meeting 
SUNDAY, November 10 
11:45 A.M., Dining Room 

 
PECANS FOR SALE 

Regular - $10 or Chocolate - $8.50 
 

The annual youth pecan sale is 
taking orders.  This is our major 
fund raiser that supports youth 
summer activities.   The supplier 
could be shipping the pecans as 
soon as November 6 which 
ensures you will have them in 
time for your holiday baking.   
"New crop" pecans are picked 
and shipped within days of 
harvest which guarantees a level 

of freshness not available in regular stores.  The 16-
ounce bag of pecan halves is $10.  We are also 
selling the very popular chocolate-covered pecans. 
The 12-ounce bag will sell for $8.50.  Our supply is 
limited.  To guarantee your purchase, you may 
reserve the pecans now by calling or stopping by the 
church office.  Otherwise the bags will be sold on a 
first-come first-serve basis.   

 
LUNCH BUNCH 
WATER SPORTS PHOTOGAPHY 

 
On Thursday, November 
21, I have invited Jim 
Smithson, a retiree from 
Illinois Power and former 
biology professor at 
Millikin, who will b ring a 

power point program illustrating his hobbies of 
SCUBA diving, all water sports, fishing, hunting 
and photography.  We’ll gather at 10:30 a.m. and 
start our meeting at 10:45 a.m. in the chapel. 

Our caterer, Roni Beasley, will bring us 
chicken pot pie with biscuit, jello salad, and 
chocolate delight for lunch.  Caroline Williams will 
present a devotional reading and Phyllis 
McPherron will bring us some more health tips.  
Persons of all ages are always welcome to join in 
the fun, starting with conversation at 10:30 a.m.  If 
you aren’t on our regular calling list, please call 
the church office before Tuesday noon, 
November 19, to reserve a $6 lunch.   

  
Paul Rosenberger  
 
A recommendation by Miley:  Jim Smithson spoke to 
the First Friends group at 1st United Methodist Church 
several months ago and did a terrific job. His photos 
were fantastic. 
                   

 Sponsor a Stocking 
If you would like to sponsor a 
stocking and help feed the 
children special food at Christmas 
and assist with needed repairs 
and medical bills, you can 
sponsor a stocking for a donation 

of $10. And if you would like to write to a child, letters 
can be given to Pixie Fennessey.  Pixie will take the 
stockings to Nairobi and they will be filled with 
pencils, pens, toothbrushes and Christmas treats, 
and be distributed to the children on Christmas.  

E-mail articles to:  
amcelder@comcast.net 



 

WOMEN’S NIGHT OUT 
Thursday, November 21 

Aloha Restaurant 
5:30 p.m - R.S.VP. 429-4195 

 
How Great Our JOY! 
 

OPUS 24 Fall Concert will be Tuesday, 
November 26 at 7:30pm at St. Patrick’s 
and Jame’s Catholic Church. Selections 
will include seasonal music plus folk 
songs and carols. Tickets are available 
at First Pres for $10/$5 students.  
 
 

         Kenyan Crafts 
On Sunday, November 17, 
handmade items from 
Kenya will be sold in the 
Gathering Room. This 
event is sponsored by the 
Peacemaking Committee 
and all proceeds will be 

used to buy food and water for the children at By 
Grace Disabled and Orphans Centre in Nairobi, 
Kenya. Visit us from 8:00-Noon in the Gathering 
Room. 

 

DONATIONS FOR  
KENYAN ORPHANAGE 

Stand Up For Grace will be collecting donations for By 
Grace Disabled and Orphans Centre. There will be a 
donation box in the library until December 5th. Items 
needed are: new toothbrushes, small boxes of 
toothpaste, new pencils, band aids, gauze pads, 
gauze, medical rubber gloves, gauze tape, and 
antibiotic lotion. Any letters for children at By Grace 
can also be put in the donation container. As always, 
thank you for your continued support of the orphans 
at By Grace. 
Pixie Fennessey, Stand Up For Grace President 
 
 

CARD AND CALENDAR COLLECTION 
 
The deacons are collecting new 
Christmas cards, new greeting 
cards and 2014 calendars to 
share with others.  There is a 
basket in the Library.  This project 

will end December 1, 2013, so that we can distribute 
these items in a timely manner.  Please bring your 
donations between now and Dec. 1. 
  
Thank you for your help.  The Deacons 

 
YOUNG ADULTS AND TEENS 
“Box City”, a one-night experience of 
homelessness, will be held Friday, 
November 22 from 5:00pm-6:00am on the 
St. Paul’s Church campus, 1 Bachrach 
Court. Come join others for an eye-
opening look at the plight of the poor in 
Decatur. Questions, call Homeward 
Bound at 362-7700 

 
PRAYER SHAWLS,  LAP ROBES,   

SCARVES  AND MITTENS 
 

This year our Prayer Shawl Ministry 
group is encouraging anyone who 
wishes to knit scarves or mittens for our 
Christmas Mitten Tree to check with 
Cathy or the church office if they want to 

use yarn from our donated supply.  These finished 
projects will be given to children at DOVE, Oasis 
and/or Muffley School—our One Church/ One 
School partner. Our next meeting is Wednesday, 
November 13 from 10:00-11:00 A.M. (or whenever 
you need to leave).  
 
 

                         Mark your Holiday Calendar 
Ecumenical Thanksgiving Service 

First Presbyterian Church 
November 25th, at 4:00 p.m. 

      Rev. Michael Karunas, preaching 
 

 
THREE POSITIVES EQUAL ONE NEGATIVE 

 
Did you know it takes 3 positive 
moments to counteract a negative 
one?  Studies have shown that being 
optimistic has many benefits for your 
health.  These include: decreased risk 

of heart disease, better recovery from stress, 
stronger immunity, decreased depression, and live 
longer.  There are things we can do to give ourselves 
more positive, less negative moments.  One that I 
want to highlight today is complaining – we all do it, 
but do we really have to.  It usually does not make us 
happy nor draw people to us.  Complaining is a 
passive activity.  When something bothers us or 
annoys us, what other, more helpful and positive 
action can we take?  It may be the best thing we 
could do for ourselves and our health that day. 
I have a sign with the 11th Commandment – “Thou 
Shalt Not Whine.”  It is a good reminder. The 
following also seems appropriate with Thanksgiving 
Day coming this month: Remember -                                                  
   If you are criticizing, you are not grateful. 
   If you are blaming, you are not grateful. 
   If you are complaining, you are not grateful.” 
 
I am positively-gratefully yours, 
Phyllis, Parish Nurse 
 
 

CATHY’S COMMENTS 
While visiting Knox Presbyterian Church in Cincinnati 
recently, I felt welcomed by special parking spots 
reserved for first-time visitors, name tags so I could 
see members’ names when introduced, and  nice 
food and fellowship treats between services--- 
provided by families and church groups.  All these 
efforts helped ease me into a strange place where I 
could comfortably settle in and get ready for the 
worship service.  Hopefully, our visitors feel this 
same welcome when they come to First Pres.   Do 
YOU notice strangers in our midst and help them feel 
at home?    I feel proud knowing many of you do that 
very naturally, realizing that first impressions can 
make the difference in whether a person returns the 
next week.   Thanks for making our church a nice 
place to visit and a great place to call our “church 
home”!                
Blessings,   
Cathy Force ( Lay Ministry Team Leader) 



 
 
 
 
PREACHING SCHEDULE 

November 10 
25th Sunday after Pentecost 

32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Rev. Jim Montgomery at 8:00 & 10:30 

 Cyndy Ash at 9:15 
Mac Moore, 8:00 a.m. lay leader  

Margie Bennett, 10:30 a.m. lay leader 
 

 

WORSHIP REMINDER 
The words to the hymns are 
not going to be displayed on 
the wall during the 10:30 
service. You will need to use 
our new hymnal. Please 
note the hymn name and 
numbers which are in your 
bulletin and on the wall.  
(Worship team) 

 
Flowers 

The flowers this Sunday are given in 
loving memory of  

Robert and Elizabeth Cushman. 
 

November Ushers 
Myung Kim, captain 

Dan Austin 
Bob Bullock 

Joli Cirks 
Carol Ferry-sub 

  Jim May 
Ellen Noblitt-sub  
Charlie Platt-sub 
Pat Smallwood 
David Williams 
Mike Zia-sub 

 
 
 

Men’s Bible Study 
The 7 a.m. every 
Thursday morning 
Bible study meets in 

the Gathering Room to pursue 
the Word. The coffee will be hot 
and the donuts or coffeecake 
will be tasty.  

 
 

1ST PRES STRING BAND 
PRACTICE  

Every Wednesday at 
5:00PM – All levels 
welcome.  
Listeners Welcome! If 

you don't play an instrument, 
you're welcome to have a seat in 
the dining room and just listen. 
We're just there to have fun - 521-
1314!  

 
 

AVAILABLE   
FLOWER DATE:  
Jan. 5  
Purchase Sunday 
flowers in memory 

of your loved 
ones- 429-4195 or 

fpdec@comcast.net. 

Stewardship Commitment Sunday, November 24 
 

 In what "little" ways is God asking us as 
individuals and as a faith community to 

help reveal grace to others? 
 
“God can take little things in our lives, things that seem 
relatively insignificant, and multiply their impact beyond 
what we could have imagined.” 
  

 

OFFICER TRAINING 
 

Beth Bachtold and Rev. Montgomery are looking 
forward to next weekend with the elders and deacons of 
the Classes of 2014, 2015 and 2016 for Officer Training. 
This year, the leaders are packing everything into one 

weekend: from Friday, November 15th, beginning at 6 pm with 
Supper, and Saturday morning, November 16th, from 8:30 to 2pm 
with breakfast snacks and lunch. 
 
Beth and Jim are counting on each participant will pick up their books 
and assignment this Sunday, November 10th.  There is homework to be 
done before the weekend begins.  The co-leaders also ask that you, the 
congregation, begin your prayers for a successful and fulfilling and 
nurturing Officer Training for each person attending.   
 
In addition to Beth and Jim, and Cathy Force, keep in your thoughts 
and prayers the Elders and Elder-Elects: Ralph Czerwinski, Jerry 
Redford, Dan Austin, Linda Bullock, Tom Griffith, Lori Jensen, 
Carol Wood, Rene Corcoran, Elmer Turner, Richard Sublett, 
Cindy Wene, Mike Zia, Brett Eisenhauer, and Charles Platt; and the 
Deacons ad Deacon-Elects: Margie Bennett, Theresa Boes, Bob 
Bullock, Ellen Noblitt, Cheryl Thompson, Nadine Wimmer, Marsha 
DeVore, Connie May, Elysa Montgomery, Donna Washburn, Jean 
Gift, Jody Hantel, Liz Jones, Susan Moore, Pam Neely, Margi 
Nicholson and Judy Steele; and the three to be nominated at this 
Sunday’s Congregational Meeting: Susan Weinstein, Patti Smith-
Phillips and Sally Wachter. 
 
In your prayers, you may also include offering thanks to God for the 
faithful work of those elders and deacons of the Class of 2013.  They 
are:  Elders Jerry Atkins, Jackie Lawton, Mac Moore, Bob Muschal, 
Pat Smallwood, Phil Smith and Trish Spinner; and Deacons Kathy 
Beube, Susan Muschal and Debbie VanZant.  [NOTE:  Liz Jones, 
Susan Moore, Margi Nicholson and Judy Steele have agreed to continue 
as deacons.] 
 

 

ADULT CHURCH SCHOOL HOUR 
November 10, 2013 

 

 9:00 Present Word – Unit III, FIRST FREEDOM, focuses on discussion of 
“Beginning of Passover”. Scripture reading is Exodus 12:1-14. Ray Landon 
leads the class in the pastor’s office.  
 9:00 Everyday Issues – The Rev. Bob Baker, a pastor in the United 
Methodist denomination, is this Sunday’s speaker. Bob is the recently 
retired pastor of Central United Methodist Church on Eldorado Street.  He 
will share his excitement and thoughts about the Faith Partners recovery 
ministry.  Bob’s intent is to offer information on how churches such as ours 
can become healing places for individuals and families in our community 
who struggle with addictive issues. (Bob was Tim Haworth’s pastor, 
colleague and support when Tim was at Central United Methodist Church.  
He has become a good friend of Jim, our pastor, as well.) 
 9:00 Children’s Class – Elijah and the Prophets  
 9:00 Youth Class – Junior- and senior-high class is led by Chris Lawton. 
10:30 Chapel Class – Chapel Class discusses the scriptures used in that 
morning’s service and what each person thinks about how it applies.        


