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  November 24, 2013 8:00 a.m. Worship Service – Chapel 
  CHRIST THE KING SUNDAY 9:00 a.m. Christian Education Hour  
  STEWARDSHIP DEDICATION 9:15 a.m. NewSong Worship Service – Chapel 

CONFIRMATION SERVICE 10:30 a.m. Worship Service – Sanctuary 
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 10:30 a.m. Chapel Class 

     
First Presbyterian Vision and Mission Statements 

VISION: As faithful followers of Jesus Christ, we seek to be an open, caring, compassionate congregation,  
    and to bring about positive changes in our community and world. 

MISSION:  We celebrate, explore, and demonstrate our Christian faith in loving service. 
STRATEGIC PRIORITIES:  1) Continue to be an active community-oriented congregation; 2) Develop a passion for  
                                                  discipleship and advocacy; 3) Celebrate unity of purpose with diversity in action.
 

 

Stewardship Commitment Sunday, 
November 24 

  
As Stewardship 
Commitment Sunday 
draws near, acknowledge 
that all we have is a gift 
from God. It is our 
responsibility to be wise, 
generous stewards of all 

that we have been given -- the gift of time, the gift of 
talents, and the gift of money and material goods.  
 
"Think of us in this way, as servants of Christ and stewards of God's 
mysteries. Moreover, it is required of stewards that they be found 
trustworthy."  -- 1 Corinthians 4:1-2, NRSV 
 

  
 
 

CHURCH STREET KIDS 
OPEN HOUSE 
Wednesday, December 11, 4:00 p.m. 
 

Enjoy cookies and 
beverages  at 1st 
Pres while 
listening to the 
musical 
accomplishments 
of our children. 

 
 

Movie, pop and pizza~ 
Debbie Czerwinski will host Movie Night for the 
Confirmation class and all Senior Highs this 
Sunday, November 24 at her home (3201 Marble 
Court) at 6:00 p.m.  RSVP to Debbie at 865-2930 to 
know if you’re coming and whether you want a 
ride from the church. Come see “The Fourth 
Magi”.  Debbie’s treating! 

 
Church Parking  

Weather permitting, beginning on Wednesday, 
November 20 through November 22, there will be 
work going on at the Commodore Condo (behind the 
church).  There will be a crane in the parking lot.  We 
are asked not to use the parking along the red brick 
wall during this time. 

 
 

You are Invited 

 
Ecumenical Thanksgiving Service 

First Presbyterian Church 
Sunday, November 24th, at 4:00 p.m. 
      Rev. Michael Karunas, preaching 

Reception Follows 
 
 

We seek cookie donations for 
upcoming community activities:  
our Community Thanksgiving 
Service with a cookie/punch 
reception and cookies for our 

Sunday, December 8th, Good Samaritan Inn 
dinner. Please put any donations in the kitchen 
freezer by Friday, November 22.  
Your help is always appreciated.   
Thanks!   
(Evangelism team and Deacons)   
 
The Deacons are collecting new greeting cards and 
calendars in the Library until December 1. 

Tower Notes 



 
OUR CHURCH FAMILY 
PRAYER CONCERNS:   
   
  Charlie Davidson is home from the hospital.   
  Chuck Force had knee surgery on Tuesday, 
November 19. 
  Connie French’s husband Gary is in ICU at 
Decatur Memorial Hospital.   
  Al Hagymasy is home from the hospital following 
back surgery. 
  Faye Logan was in outpatient surgery on November 
19. 
  John Logan is at Decatur Memorial Hospital, room 
4147. 
  Michael Lowe has moved to Hickory Point Christian 
Village Skilled Care, Room 205, for 3-4 weeks. He 
greatly appreciates visits from 1st Pres members. 
  James Nevitt is at McKinley Court Care Center in 
Room 111. 
  Ruth Pace is having difficulty breathing. 
  Tom Warfield is in rehabilitation at McKinley. 
  Caroline Williams is recovering from surgery. 
  Cindy Wakeland and her mother both were 
diagnosed with breast cancer. Cindy is undergoing 
radiation at this time and her mother had a 
mastectomy. 
  James Moss, an inmate Jim is visiting at the Macon 
County jail (shoplifting), will be sent to a residential 
treatment center near Chicago as soon as a bed is 
open at the center. His address is 

Macon County Jail 
Attention: James Moss 
333 S. Franklin 
Decatur, IL 62523 

  For all the victims and families who sustained 
damage in the Nov. 17 tornado in the Washington, IL 
area and in Typhoon Haiyan in the Philippines on Nov. 
8.  

NEW ADDRESS 
Kate Pyle 
1583 W. Decatur St. 
Decatur, IL 62522 
(917) 885-6617 

 
     Sunday’s Nursery Schedule – Nov. 24 

 
We will continue to ask for volunteers to work with 
Angela.  
8:45-10:15am– Angela Schultz & volunteer 
10:15-11:45am– Angela Schultz & volunteer 

2 People are required in the nursery. 
 

               

VERY GOOD   
November 24, SUNDAY GREETERS 
Before Service  
#1 Marty Grohne                            #4 Dianne DeVore 
#2 Nan Williams                             #5 Volunteer 
#3 Carol Wood and Carol Dixon          
Media Tech Food & Fellowship 
Norm Jensen Donna Washburn 
  
       
RED POINSETTIAS 

Gold-foiled poinsettias are available 
to order for $11.50 each, in honor 
or in memory of your loved ones. 
Call 429-4195 or e-mail 
fpdec@comcast.net for 
remembrances.  Poinsettias that 

are not taken after the Dec. 22 service will be 
donated to local elder care facilities. 
 

PECANS FOR SALE 
Regular - $10 or Chocolate - $8.50 

 
The annual youth pecan sale is taking 
orders and pecans are here.    
To guarantee your purchase, you may 
reserve the pecans now by calling 
429-4195, or stopping by the church 
office.    

 
 

WALKING THE WALK 
Our 4 made $800! 

      
Last Sunday Jim Montgomery, George Batson, Chuck 
and I, as well as many people from congregations 
around Decatur took a walk that some people in 
Decatur take every day…but for us it was called 
CROP walk. It was an eye-opening experience.  
     For some less fortunate people in Decatur, this 
walk is a daily routine to Oasis Day Center, Clothing 
Giveaways, AMELCA food pantry, Northeast 
Community Fund for food, and a family housing center 
that helps families to get back on the right track. The 
walk was approximately three miles.  
     All Chuck and I could think about on this walk was 
how it must feel to wake up every morning (possibly in 
a shelter) wondering where our next meal would come 
from. Which place has food today? Where can I get a 
coat that will keep my child warm or shoes for their 
feet? How can I get a job when I don’t have an 
address to put on the application? How would I get 
there if I got one? How am I going to survive if I don’t 
get a job? These thoughts are horrifying, but a daily 
vicious circle for those less fortunate in our community 
and around the world.  
     We considered just giving money instead of taking 
the walk, but we are SO glad that we went. It is 
depressing to see what these people have to endure 
on a daily basis, but so very humbling. This could 
happen to any one of us at any given time. We tend to 
take our lives and blessings for granted. We are so 
happy to have had this experience and look forward to 
next year. Please plan on joining us! We can make a 
difference!             Theresa Boes 
 
 
WOMEN ARE BETTER HANDWASHERS THAN 
MEN…. 
So says the Consumer Report On Health (their 

source: Journal of Environmental 
Health). Here is the rest of the 
story.  Both genders are more 
likely to wash their hands early 
in the day than in the afternoon 
or evening.  Women wash their 
hands, not only more often, but 
are more likely to use soap.  But 

only 5% of people scrubbed for more than 15 
seconds.  The Center for Disease Control and 
Prevention advises scrubbing for 20 seconds. 
 
It looks like we all need improvement in the hand 
washing department. People have often asked me 
why I did not get sick all the time when I was seeing 
patients all day.  I believe one of the main reasons 
was that I washed my hands after seeing every 
patient. 
 
It is a proven fact that washing hands is a first line 
defense to staying healthy this winter. Just 
remember to sing “Happy Birthday” twice while you 
wash your hands – morning, noon and evening too! 
 
Keeping the hands clean (don’t look at my office), 
Phyllis, Parish Nurse 

E-mail articles to:  
amcelder@comcast.net 



 
Capital Campaign update 

 
I am happy to report that sufficient pledge payments 
have been received so that we were able to pay off 
the mortgage at the Soy Capital Bank in full.  We are 
debt free at the bank but we are not quite done yet.  I 
am sure you all remember that we always include a 
Ten Percent Tithe to our capital campaigns for 
mission.  As of November 8th we had an unpaid 
pledge balance of about $66,000.  Officially 
the Campaign ends on December 31st at the end of 
the three-year period.  It has been possible to release 
some of the money to the Mission Committee, but it 
will be wonderful if we can add to that with a strong 
finish on the unpaid pledge balance.   
 
Many of you know that I am retiring as your Treasurer 
at year-end and I would love to have the Capital 
Campaign all finished up and ready for Jerry Redford 
to write another chapter in his fine history of First 
Presbyterian Church before I hand over the job to 
Rene Corcoran, our new Treasurer.     

Phil Smith, Treasurer 

 
CHOIR REHEARSALS 
Anyone wishing to join the choir for the December 
15 cantata should start coming to Wednesday night 
rehearsals (not Wednesday, Nov. 27), one Monday 
night rehearsal, Nov. 25 at 7 p.m., and the following 
Saturday rehearsals: Nov. 23 from 9-11 AM; Dec. 7 
from 1-3 PM; and Dec. 14 from 9-12. 

 
LUNCH BUNCH 
WATER SPORTS PHOTOGAPHY 

 
On Thursday, November 
21, Jim Smithson, a 
retiree from Illinois Power 
and former biology 
professor at Millikin will  
bring a power point 

program illustrating his hobbies of SCUBA diving, 
all water sports, fishing, hunting and photography.  
We’ll gather at 10:30 a.m. and start our meeting 
at 10:45 a.m. in the Gathering room. A chicken 
pot pie lunch is $6 

  
 

  WOMEN’S NIGHT OUT 
Thursday, November 21 

 Restaurant 
   3025 N. Kandy Lane   
5:30 p.m - R.S.VP. 429-4195 

 
 

Sanctuary Concert 
Decatur Youth Symphony 

Monday, November 25, 7:00 p.m. 
Central Christian Church 

650 W. William Street (Monroe & William) 
 

 

PRAYER SHAWLS,  LAP ROBES, 
SCARVES  AND MITTENS 

 
This year our Prayer Shawl 
Ministry group is encouraging 
anyone who wishes to knit 
scarves or mittens for our 
Christmas Mitten Tree to check 
with Cathy or the church office if 
they want to use yarn from our 
donated supply.  These finished 

projects will be given to children at DOVE, Oasis 
and/or Muffley School—our One Church/ One 
School partner.  
 

Christmas Lights  
Recycling  
Macon County Office Building  
141 S. Main St., Room 408  
Monday to Friday, 8:30-4:30 p.m.  
Nov. 25—Jan. 10  

For More Information, contact 
EnvironmentalManagement@co.macon.il.us  

217/425-4505 
  
 

How Great Our JOY! 
 

OPUS 24 Fall Concert will be 
Tuesday, November 26 at 
7:30pm at St. Patrick’s and 
Jame’s Catholic Church. 
Selections will include seasonal 
music plus folk songs and carols. 
Tickets are available at First Pres 
for $10/$5 students.  

 
 

DONATIONS FOR 
KENYAN ORPHANAGE 

Stand Up For Grace will be collecting donations for By 
Grace Disabled and Orphans Centre. There will be a 
donation box in the library until December 5th. Items 
needed are: new toothbrushes, small boxes of 
toothpaste, new pencils, band aids, gauze pads, 
gauze, medical rubber gloves, gauze tape, and 
antibiotic lotion. You can still sponsor a stocking for 
$10.  Any letters for children at By Grace can also be 
put in the donation container. As always, thank you 
for your continued support of the orphans at By 
Grace.   Pixie Fennessey, Stand Up For Grace President 
 
 

Advent/Christmas Giving 
 Many in the Decatur area are in need 
especially during the cold season. As a 
Christmas gift to a stranger, you may want 
to help those seeking emergency 
assistance by writing a check to the MAX 
program at 788 E. Clay, Decatur, IL 62521. 
The church gives on a quarterly basis, but 
their funds run out when the lines get 
longer at Christmas. 

Please help MAX help others. 



 
 
 
 
PREACHING SCHEDULE 

November 24 
CHRIST THE KING SUNDAY 

STEWARDSHIP DEDICATION 
CONFIRMATION SERVICE  
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 

Rev. Jim Montgomery, preaching 
Cyndy Ash, preaching @9:15 

Jackie Lawton, 8:00 a.m. lay leader  
Kathy Beube, 10:30 a.m. lay leader 

 
Flowers 

The flowers this Sunday are given by 
A.G. Webber IV  

in loving memory of his parents,  
Mr. and Mrs. A.G. Webber III. 

 
November Ushers 

Myung Kim, captain 
Dan Austin 
Bob Bullock 

Joli Cirks 
Carol Ferry-sub 

  Jim May 
Ellen Noblitt-sub  
Charlie Platt-sub 
Pat Smallwood 
David Williams 
Mike Zia-sub 

 
 

Caregivers Support Group 
is going to meet again this 
week, Wednesday, 
November 20 at 2:30 p.m. 
 
Men’s Bible Study 

The 7 a.m. every 
Thursday morning 
Bible study meets in 

the Gathering Room to pursue 
the Word. The coffee will be hot 
and the donuts or coffeecake 
will be tasty.  

 
 

1ST PRES STRING BAND 
PRACTICE  

Every Wednesday at 
5:00PM – All levels 
welcome.  
Listeners Welcome! If 

you don't play an instrument, 
you're welcome to have a seat in 
the dining room and just listen. 
We're just there to have fun - 521-
1314!  

 
AVAILABLE   
FLOWER 
DATES:  
Jan. 5 & Mar. 2  
Purchase Sunday 
flowers in memory 

of your loved 
ones- 429-4195 or 

fpdec@comcast.net. 
 
 
 
 

Pastor’s Perspective . . . Excitement on Sunday! 
I can’t remember looking forward to such a red-
letter day as I am this Sunday.  In each of our 
three services, we will be celebrating our church 
and giving thanks with a Dedication Service of our 

Estimate of Giving cards for 2014.   
 
Our Stewardship series of “Found Faithful” comes to an end with a final 
sermon entitled “Called to Be Faithful…with All.”  Hint:  The sermon 
itself shares the secret of pledging and making an estimate of giving 
card and sending it in.  The secret has to do with Thanksgiving. 
 
But that’s not all!  This is also the Sunday our Confirmation Class is 
confirmed. For eight weeks, seven students and 8 mentors plus three 
leaders, we 17 have been discussing and raising questions about “Who 
is God?” and “Who is Jesus?” and “Who is the Holy Spirit?”  We’ve also 
tried to put our head around “What is the Church?” and “What is the 
Church called to do?” 
 
The wisdom and insight, the questions and observations were all 
incredible.  In addition to learning about our Reformed/Presbyterian 
tradition, we even had fun and laughed a lot. 
 
My thanks goes out to the mentors and their “mentees,” as I liked to call 
them:  Carol Wood with Ashley Page, Jodie Hantel with Kathryn 
Franklin, Cindy Wene with Clara Ash, Claire Taylor with Kendall 
Eisenhauer, Craig Mandernach with Dalton Guadagno, Sue Grieve 
with Carmyn Streich, and Debbie Czerwinski with Will Mallard.  Joli 
Cirks was our “Roving Mentor” who sat with a student when their 
mentor was unavailable to attend.   Kate Pyle and I led the sessions. 
 
Will Mallard is the son of Manley Mallard and Lyn Sly, and will be 
joining the Argenta Presbyterian Church where Kate is the Stated 
Supply next month. 
 
This Sunday, because we like each other so much (!), we are all 
descending on Debbie and Ralph’s home for Movie Night.  Debbie 
wants us to see “The Fourth Magi,” and so we will. 
 
I look forward to being with the group again Sunday evening. 
 
I look forward to seeing all of you Sunday morning for our Stewardship 
Dedication Service AND on Sunday afternoon at 4 when we host the 
Ecumenical Thanksgiving Service of our community. 
 
Jim 
 

ADULT CHURCH SCHOOL HOUR 
November 24, 2013 

 

 9:00 Present Word – Unit III, FIRST FREEDOM, focuses on discussion of 
“Beginning of the Tabernacle”. Scripture reading is Exodus 40:16-30, 34, 
38. Ray Landon leads the class in the pastor’s office.   
 9:00 Everyday Issues – Beth Bachtold will lead a discussion of Tim 
O'Brien's work of fiction, The Things They Carried. Originally published in 
1990, this collection of stories focuses on the perspectives of a company of 
American soldiers during and after the Vietnam War.  
 9:00 Children’s Class – Josiah/Huldah 
 9:00 Youth Class – Junior- and senior-high class is led by Chris Lawton. 
10:30 Chapel Class – Chapel Class discusses the scriptures used in that 
morning’s service and what each person thinks about how it applies.            

 
HELPING DISASTER VICTIMS 

 

Fall Tornadoes (Nov. 17) and Philippine Typhoon (Nov. 8) 
 

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA) is responding to the 
swath of 80 tornadoes that struck the Midwestern United States 
and the super typhoon in the Philippines.  You may help with a 
check to First Presbyterian Church and mark it “Fall Tornadoes 
DR000015” or “Philippine’s Typhoon DR000012”.  If you give 
online: http://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/pda/fall-
tornadoes-initial-report/ OR 
http://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/pda/typhoon-
haiyan-initial-report/ 

Thank you for giving them hope. 


