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  October 13, 2013 8:00 a.m. Worship Service – Chapel 
  21st SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 9:00 a.m. Christian Education Hour  
   9:15 a.m. NewSong Worship Service – Chapel 

 10:30 a.m. Worship Service – Sanctuary 
 10:30 a.m. Chapel Class 

     
First Presbyterian Vision and Mission Statements 

VISION: As faithful followers of Jesus Christ, we seek to be an open, caring, compassionate congregation,  
    and to bring about positive changes in our community and world. 

MISSION:  We celebrate, explore, and demonstrate our Christian faith in loving service. 
STRATEGIC PRIORITIES:  1) Continue to be an active community-oriented congregation; 2) Develop a passion for  
                                                  discipleship and advocacy; 3) Celebrate unity of purpose with diversity in action.
 

 

Recital 
 

On Monday, October 14 at 7:00 p.m. at First 
Presbyterian Church, Sigma Alpha Iota International 
Music Fraternity will be hosting a recital. Colleen 
Hillyer, flutist, will be performing a work by 
Donizetti, and Rose Marie Thompson will be playing 
Janacek’s “In the Mists”. The public is invited. 
 
 

 

GLORY TO GOD ARRIVES 
  
We purchased some extra hymnals, 
so you may purchase a hymnal "In 
Memory of" or "In Honor of" loved 
ones, or donate one to the church.  
The price is $15. If interested, just 

email fpdec@comcast.net or call 429-4195.  
  
 

CAREGIVERS SUPPORT GROUP  
Wednesday, October 9 
 
The Health Ministry Team is restarting the 
Caregivers Support Group on Wednesday, October 
9th at 2:30 P.M. in the chapel.  We will meet on the 
second and fourth Wednesday of the month.  We 
may occasionally change this due to holidays.  Care- 
giving occurs near and far, in the home or over the 
phone, daily or episodic.  Whatever types of care- 
giving you are doing, please join us on Oct 9th as we 
share with each other and care for each other. 
 

Phyllis, Parish Nurse 

 
NURSERY NEED 
 
Please sign up to work in the nursery, either from 
8:45 to 10:15 am or from 10:15 to 11:45 am on 
Sunday mornings.  We have children who need our 
attention but not enough people to look after them. 
The Children's Ministry Team does NOT have the 
manpower to staff the nursery each Sunday, along 
with the Children's Sunday School class.  Please 
help as much as you can!  Thank you! 

 
 
 

Just Flicks Sunday 
 

After a record audience for Cabaret, 
Just Flicks continues on October 13 
with the much praised Iranian film, A 
Separation. What could be timelier 
than a movie from Iran? And it's not 
just any movie; this incredible film 
won the 2012 Oscar for Best Foreign 
Language Film. 

  
The basic plotline, as summarized by Rotten 
Tomatoes: “Set in contemporary Iran, A Separation is 
a compelling drama about the dissolution of a 
marriage. Simin wants to leave Iran with her husband 
Nader and daughter Termeh. Simin sues for divorce 
when Nader refuses to leave behind his Alzheimer-
suffering father.”  Rotten Tomatoes gives this a 99% 
rating. 
  
A.O. Scott, the New York Times critic, had this to say 
when it was released: “A Separation, written and 
directed by Asghar Farhadi (and Iran’s official Oscar 
submission), does not feel especially constrained. It is 
a rigorously honest movie about the difficulties of 
being honest, a film that tries to be truthful about the 
slipperiness of truth. It also sketches a portrait — 
perhaps an unnervingly familiar picture for American 
audiences — of a society divided by sex, generation, 
religion and class.” 
  
Noted film expert Mark Sorensen will lead the 
discussion, and doubtless he will bring us many 
interesting factoids. And, of course, the refreshments 
will be awesomely delicious. 
  
The film is set for 6:00 p.m. on Sunday, October 13, at 
First Presbyterian Church.  
  
 
I hope to see you there! 
--  
Fred Spannaus 
 
 

Tower Notes 



 
OUR CHURCH FAMILY 
PRAYER CONCERNS:   
  Pat Watts  
  John Logan was released from the hospital on 
October 1 and went to Symphony of Decatur (formerly 
Aspen Ridge). 
 
MISSION THANK YOU 
Thank you for the generous gift. This special gift 
makes a significant difference in the total program of 
assisting hundreds of families in the Decatur area 
each month. It is most beneficial since the need 
continues to increase. 
                                        Jerry Pelz, Director                                                                                                   
                                        Northeast Community Fund 
                                                   

The Board of Directors, staff, and patrons of The Good 
Samaritan Inn wish to thank you for your generous 
contribution. Your support provides the funds to 
purchase food, pay our operating expenses, and 
employ a staff that is capable of preparing and serving 
excellent meals. Without your assistance, fulfillment of 
our mission on behalf of Jesus Christ would not be 
possible.                         
                                       All the Volunteers and Staff of       
                                      The Good Samaritan Inn 
 

 

VERY GOOD   
October 13, SUNDAY GREETERS 
Before Service  
#1 Chuck and Theresa Boes     #4 Charlie, Mary Ann and 
#2 Jerry and Barbara Redford        Mary Elizabeth Platt 
#3 Jerry and Carol Tobias         #5 Volunteer 
 
Media Techs Food & Fellowship 
Brenda Aymer Margie Bennett 
Caity Barillas 
 

October  
Newsletter Volunteers Money Counters 
Lillian and Ray Landon Jean Gift 
Carol Ferry Mildred Weaver 
 
Sunday’s Nursery Schedule – October 13  
8:45-10:15am– 2 volunteers 
10:15-11:45am– Liz Anderson & 1 volunteer 

2 Volunteers are required in the nursery before 
Sunday, or NO NURSERY IS AVAILABLE 

 

CHURCH STREET KIDS 
 

Free Wednesday Music 
Children ~ Grades K–6 
 

Time:  4:00–5:15 p.m. 
  

Musical group activities  
(423-2470) 

 
Holiday Craft Fair 
Christ United Methodist Church 
1503 North Summit Ave. 
Saturday, October 12, 2013 
9:00 a.m.-3 p.m. 
Breakfast and Lunch Available 
17 Plus Vendors, Magic Show and More 

 
WHY HAITI IS NOT THE LAST PLACE IN 
THE WORLD I WOULD WANT TO GO? 
 
As I started getting ready for my upcoming trip to 
Haiti, I remembered someone telling me recently 
that Haiti is the last place in the world they would 
want to go.  So I started thinking about why I am 
going.  Here are some thoughts. 
 I first went because of others I know, who 

have gone before, told me their stories. 
 I want to see and experience Haiti for 

myself. 
 Haiti has suffered so much - maybe there 

is a little something I can do. 
 I go with great people. 
 I want to see the wonderful people I met 

last year, the medical clinic and the 
children. 

 The Haitian people have much to teach 
me. 

 And there is no better way to expand my 
view on life. 

 
I know Connie and I look forward to sharing our 
stories of Haiti and the people we meet.  Thank 
you for all your wonderful support (the vitamins 
etc. are now packed in 18 large suitcases).  We 
appreciate your thoughts and prayers. 
 
Phyllis, Parish Nurse 
 
 
 

MARRIAGE MATTERS 
A Covenant Network Conference 
 

October 31-November 2 
Fourth Presbyterian Church, 
Chicago, Illinois 
126 E. Chestnut Street at N. 
Michigan Ave. 
 
 Several keynote speakers will 
speak theologically on same-

gender marriage and its role in our Christian 
community, how marriage may need to be 
broadened, and how to be better communicators 
about the issues of marriage in an era of conflict 
and misunderstanding in church and society. 
There will be daily worship in the historic Gothic-
style sanctuary with powerful preaching from 
across the church. The conference will take place 
primarily in the new Gratz Center, a new five-story 
addition with lake views at Fourth Presbyterian 
Church.  Register online at 
2013covnetconference.eventbrite.com 
Listen to serious conversation, learn, fellowship 
and celebrate at this year’s conference. 

 
 

WOMEN’S NIGHT OUT 
Thursday, September 24 

 in Maroa 
4th Thursday - 5:30 p.m  

R.S.VP. 429-4195 

E-mail articles to:  
amcelder@comcast.net 



 

Sponsor a Stocking 
 
The Peacemaking committee and 
Stand Up For Grace will be 
placing a Christmas tree in the 
Gathering room. The Christmas 

tree will be decorated with stockings made for the 
children at By Grace Orphanage in Nairobi, Kenya.  
If you would like to help feed the children special 
food at Christmas, and assist with needed repairs 
and medical bills, you can sponsor a stocking for a 
donation of $10. You will receive a paper ornament 
with a picture of a child and a receipt that can be 
used for a tax deduction. If you would like to write the 
child whose picture is attached to the ornament, 
letters can be given to Pixie Fennessey.  Pixie will 
take the stockings to Nairobi and they will be filled 
with pencils, pens, toothbrushes and Christmas 
treats, and will be distributed to the children on 
Christmas. The Christmas tree will be up until 
November. Pixie will be near the tree on Sundays if 
you would like to “sponsor a stocking”.  As always, 
thank you all for your tremendous support of the 
orphans at By Grace.  Following is a student’s letter. 
 
A Letter from Kenya 
From Mllka Anyango 
(A grade nine student) 
Dear members of First Presbyterian Church, 
Thank you for your donations that you have 
donated to By Grace. We are greatly praying for 
this church to God to expand and to unite the 
congregation. I know that God will do so because 
we are trusting and believing in Him. We always 
look happy and cheerful that we have other 
people that love and care for us. Your love and 
care have made us to stand firm in everything 
we do till it shows to us that we are not alone. 
I thank God for this church because I know you 
are doing it, not only in the sight of God, but 
also in the sight of others. It is God’s ability and 
power who made this church to stand firm and 
its congregations. I call upon the Lord the most 
High who supplies every need to be with you, 
and He may also be the protector and provider 
forever. 
Again, what I’m praying for is the blessing. God 
may bless you abundantly and expand your 
territories according to His will and desires. He 
knows everything you do and every step you 
make; He knows. 
He stands with us in prayer as we too stand with 
you. 
God loves you more than we do. I love you 
much. Thank you. 
 
 

CARD AND CALENDAR COLLECTION 
 
The deacons are collecting 
new Christmas cards, new 
greeting cards and 2014 
calendars to share with 
others.  There is a basket in 

the Library.  This project will end December 1, 
2013, so that we can distribute these items in a 
timely manner.  Please bring your donations 
between now and Dec. 1. 
  
Thank you for your help.  The Deacons 

 
Montreat 2014 

 
The College Conference “at the well” 
will be January 2-5, 2014.  The cost is 
$ 180.00/per person which includes 
housing, meals and conference fee.  
Registration opens Oct. 1. If any 
College youth is interested in 
attending, please call or text Brenda 

Aymer asap @ 217-791-0493. 
  
The Youth Conference “Rooted and Reaching” 
registration is coming up soon.  Any incoming High 
School Youth or Graduating High School Senior may 
attend as a participant; and from any college, you may 
attend as work crew.  The dates for week 5 are July 20-
26 and week 6 is July 27-August 2; please let me know 
if you are interested in attending and which week 
works best for you.  Please call or text Brenda Aymer 
@ 217-791-0493. 
  
Pecans (fresh crop) are coming soon. 
 

 

LUNCH BUNCH 
DECATUR LIBRARIES 

 
On Thursday, October 17, I hope to have 

a program about our many Decatur libraries.  
We’ll gather at 10:30 and start our meeting at 
10:45 in the chapel. 

Our caterer, Roni Beasley, will bring us 
spaghetti, tossed salad, garlic bread and 
cookies.  Caroline Williams will present another 
devotional reading.  Persons of all ages are 
always welcome to join in the fun, starting with 
conversation at 10:30 a.m.  If you aren’t on our 
regular calling list, please call the church office 
before Tuesday noon, October 15, to reserve a 
$6 lunch.   

  
Paul Rosenberger  
 
TAPAS HOURS  
 

This year we are going to try 
tapas (variety of appetizers and 
snacks) hours.  In order for you to 
meet more people and have less 
work to accomplish it, the 

exchange format is changing to include a host 
family who will provide beverages (coffee, tea, 
soft drinks, beer, wine, etc) and 6 to 10 guests 
who will bring hors d’oeuvres (or maybe salads- 
host’s choice) to fill out the menu. 
 
The host does NOT cook--only the guests cook or 
provide crudités, etc.  The host may or may not 
provide a game to include all.  The purpose of 
these gatherings is to better know people from 
church and enjoy their company.  If you don’t 
have a dining room big enough to accommodate 
8+ people, it doesn’t matter.  You probably have 8 
sitting places somewhere. 
 
Let’s try this.  Sign up to be a host once this 
season, and a guest once a month when you 
aren’t a host.  Sign-up board is in the Gathering 
room. 



 
 
 
 
PREACHING SCHEDULE 

 
October 13 

21st Sunday after Pentecost 
Rev. Jim Montgomery at 8:00 & 10:30 

Cyndy Ash at 9:15 a.m. 
Beth Bachtold, 8:00 a.m. lay leader  

René Corcoran, 10:30 a.m. lay leader 
 

October 20 
22nd Sunday after Pentecost 

Rev. Miley Palmer, preaching 
 

October 27 
23rd Sunday Sunday after Pentecost 

Rev. Jim Montgomery at 8:00 & 10:30 
 Cyndy Ash at 9:15 

 
Flowers 

The flowers this Sunday are given by 
John and Carolyn Meyer in 

celebration of their 
 53rd wedding anniversary. 

 
October Ushers 

Myung Kim, captain 
Joli Cirks 

Debbie and Ralph Czerwinski 
Carol Ferry-sub 

Nancy and Tom Force 
Ellen Noblitt-sub 
Charlie Platt-sub 

Trish Spinner 
David Williams 

 
 
Deacons Meeting 
Sunday, October 13 
11:45 a.m., Dining Room 
 
 
Men’s Bible Study 

The 7 a.m. every 
Thursday morning 
Bible study meets in 

the Gathering Room to pursue 
the Word. The coffee will be hot 
and the donuts or coffeecake 
will be tasty.  

 
 
 

1ST PRES STRING BAND 
PRACTICE  

Every Wednesday at 
5:00PM – All levels 
welcome.  
Listeners Welcome! If 

you don't play an instrument, 
you're welcome to have a seat in 
the dining room and just listen. 
We're just there to have fun - 521-
1314!  

 
AVAILABLE   
FLOWER DATE: 
Jan. 5 & Feb. 16 
Purchase Sunday 
flowers in memory 

of your loved 
ones- 429-4195 or 

fpdec@comcast.net. 

GLORY TO GOD: Hymns, Psalms, Spiritual Songs 
 
The rumors are true.  Our new hymnals have arrived!  A few of 

them will be put on display this Sunday during the 
Church School hour in the Dining Room where 
Rev. Montgomery will lead an introductory class on 
Glory to God:  Hymns, Psalms and Spiritual 
Songs.  

 
One of our music leaders has already “sung through the entire 
hymnal,” and says, “I’ve just song through Volume 2 – I LOVE IT! 
well, not all of it, but sooo much…Very exciting… I also note Ms. 
Bringle has many attributions, words or music.  I even like the 
OLD favorites that are included…”   [NOTE:  Ms. Bringle is Dr. 
Mary Louise (‘Mel’) Bringle who chaired the hymn selection 
committee, is a professor in North Carolina and will be with us 
December 7th and 8th.] 
 
On Reformation Sunday, October 27th, we will introduce the new 
hymnal to the congregation in worship.  The Sunday before, on 
October 20th, worshippers will be permitted to take one of the blue 
1990 hymnals home with them, if they desire.  This paves the way 
for the new hymnals we will be using, beginning the following 
Sunday. 
 
The Worship & Music Team 
 

 
 

PROJECTION MEDIA 

UPDATE 
 
We recently told you to watch for changes in what is projected on 
the wall. Here’s what has happened so far:  Congregational 
responses, whether spoken or by song, will be shown. 
 
Congregational hymns will be page number and verses only. This 
allows us to become familiar as a congregation with the new 
hymnals. 
A huge thank you goes to Caity Barillas for putting together the 
slides.  
 
Thanks for your patience as we continue to explore ways to use 
this technology effectively. 
 
The Worship Committee 

 
 

ADULT CHURCH SCHOOL HOUR 
October 13 

 

 9:00 Present Word – Unit II, FIRST NATION, focuses on 
discussion of “A Promise to Sarah”. Scripture reading is Genesis 
17:15-17; 18:9-15; 21:1-7. Ray Landon leads the class in the 
pastor’s office.  
 9:00 Everyday Issues – Rev. Jim Montgomery will lead an 
introductory class on the new hymnal, Glory to God: Hymns, Psalms 
and Spiritual Songs. 
 9:00 Youth Class – Junior- and senior-high class is led by Chris 
Lawton. 
10:30 Chapel Class – Chapel Class discusses the scriptures used 
in that morning’s service and what each person thinks about how it 
applies. 
 

CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON 
 

October 13th: David and Goliath


