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Peace Notes is distributed three or four times a year by the Peacemaking Committee. Its articles are 
intended to be thought-provoking and consciousness-raising, as well as informative about peacemaking 
efforts of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) and First Presbyterian Church. Viewpoints expressed do not 
necessarily reflect positions of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) or our local congregation. Thanks to all who 
contributed to this issue.  

Peace Notes 
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH * 204 WEST PRAIRIE *  

DECATUR, ILLINOIS 62523-1295 

Gun Violence Issue:  This issue of Peace Notes is devoted to presenting 
facts about gun violence, with articles about its effects on adult and 
child survivors and a personal reflection, along with a list of groups 
working to reduce gun-related violence and a piece on terminology. 
Interspersed throughout are quotations gathered by Sandy Peterson. 

USA: Survivors of Gun Violence: 
What They Face After the Shots Are Fired 

 

By Phyllis McPherron 
 

Amnesty International did extensive research in 2018 to uncover stories that gun survivors 
shared about their journeys. Every year 36,000 Americans die from gunshots, while another 
100,000 are shot and injured.  

What happens to survivors after their lives are saved? Many have to adapt to major life 
changes such as using a wheelchair or a colostomy bag. As you can imagine, many have deep 
psychological issues. It can be difficult to obtain accessible and appropriate housing. 

They face numerous barriers to accessing needed care including high costs, cumbersome 
paperwork, and inadequate crime victim compensation. If one obtains Medicaid coverage, it 
can be difficult to secure a medical provider who will accept it. 

No program is targeted to provide for the rehabilitation needs of gunshot survivors. They 
must seek medical and psychological care on their own. They encounter numerous economic 
and bureaucratic obstacles, often while experiencing pain and trauma.  

Amnesty International calls on federal and state authorities to ensure that survivors have 
access to the healthcare and the support they need, and that they are fully informed about 
the healthcare and other benefits they are eligible for, including reparations. 

As 16-year-old Megan Hobson stated, “I was a victim. I had nothing to do with my crime. I 
was just in the wrong place at the wrong time.”  Megan still has difficulties walking, bullet 
fragments in her uterus, and needs mental health care. However, she is deeply in debt due to 
her medical bills. 

“Providing adequate long-term care to gun violence survivors in the USA is not an 
unsolvable problem. There are steps that local, state and federal authorities can take today if 
they have the political to take them.” (Quote from Jasmeet Sidhu, Amnesty International 
Research Manager.) 
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By Fred Spannaus 
The cycle is outrageously predicable. Mass 

shooting. Pro-gun advocates say, “mental health.” 
Repeat. (And it’s well worth noting that the pro-gun 
lobby never shows up to help when funding for mental 
health is on the line). 

After shootings in Dayton and El Paso killed 31 
persons last summer, President Trump said, “Mental 
illness and hatred pulled the trigger. Not the gun.”  

Simply put, he was wrong. Kevin Fischer, the 
executive director of the Michigan chapter of the 
National Alliance on Mental Illness, noted that there is 
little correlation between mental illness and violent 
killings. “Study after study has shown us that is simply 
not true. It’s actually more often the reverse,” he said, 
“in that people living with mental illness are far more 
likely to be victims of violence than perpetrators. 
Racism, hate, white supremacy are not diagnosable 
mental illnesses.” 

In an article in Psychiatry Online, “Mass Shootings 
and Mental Illness,”  (https://psychiatryonline.org/doi/
pdf/10.5555/appi.books.9781615371099), Drs. James 
L. Knoll IV and George D. Annas listed these four 
common misperceptions. 
 

• Mass shootings by people with serious mental 
illness represent the most significant relationship 
between gun violence and mental illness.  

• People with serious mental illness should be 
considered dangerous. 

• Gun laws focusing on people with mental illness or 
with a psychiatric diagnosis can effectively prevent 
mass shootings. 

• Gun laws focusing on people with mental illness or 
a psychiatric diagnosis are reasonable, even if they 
add to the stigma already associated with mental 
illness. 

The same article provided five evidence-based facts: 
• Mass shootings by people with serious mental 

illness represent less than 1% of all yearly gun-
related homicides. In contrast, deaths by suicide 
using firearms account for the majority of yearly 
gun-related deaths. 

• The overall contribution of people with serious 
mental illness to violent crimes is only about 3%. 
When these crimes are examined in detail, an even 
smaller percentage of them are found to involve 
firearms. 

• Laws intended to reduce gun violence that focus 
on a population representing less than 3% of all 
gun violence will be extremely low yield, 
ineffective, and wasteful of scarce resources. 
Perpetrators of mass shootings are unlikely to 
have a history of involuntary psychiatric 
hospitalization. Thus, databases  intended to 
restrict access to guns and established by guns 
laws that broadly target people with mental illness 
will not capture this group of individuals. 

• Gun restriction laws focusing on people with 
mental illness perpetuate the myth that mental 
illness leads to violence, as well as the 
misperception that gun violence and mental illness 
are strongly linked. Stigma represents a major 
barrier to access and treatment of mental illness, 
which in turn increases the public health burden. 

• While mental illness is sometimes a factor in such 
shootings, it is rarely a predictor, according to a 
growing body of research. Most studies of mass 
shooters have found that no more than a quarter 
of them have diagnosed mental illness. 
Researchers have noted that more commonly 
shared attributes include a strong sense of 
resentment, desire for notoriety, obsession with 
other shooters, a history of domestic violence, 
narcissism and access to firearms. 

Mental Health and Mass Shootings 

“When a country with less than five percent of the world’s population has 
nearly half of the world’s privately owned guns and makes up nearly a third 
of the world’s mass shootings, it’s time to stop saying guns make us safer.” 
 

DaShanne Stokes 

“When racks shed arms like autumn leaves, the land shall turn from red to 
gold.” 

Agona Apell 

https://psychiatryonline.org/doi/pdf/10.5555/appi.books.9781615371099
https://psychiatryonline.org/doi/pdf/10.5555/appi.books.9781615371099
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Children and Guns 
 

By Connie Requarth 
 

Annually, over 3,000 children and teens are shot and killed in the United States, and an additional 12,000 
are shot and injured. Firearms are the second leading cause of death for children and teens in this country, 
considerably higher than in any other industrialized country. 

Guns are the leading cause of death for black children. For children of all races, 58% of deaths are 
homicides, and 36% are suicides. Over the past decade, firearm suicide rates have increased by 76%. Three 
million children witness a shooting every year, and 40% of these children will develop PTSD. 

We need to explain the difference between video and TV gun violence and real gun violence to young 
children. We also need to stress the importance of reporting the presence of a gun to an adult immediately. 
However, teaching children about gun safety or not to touch a gun is not enough. Over four million children 
live in homes with at least one gun that is loaded and unlocked. And over 80% of child gun suicides involve a 
gun belonging to a parent or relative. 

Guns in homes with kids should be stored unloaded in a locked area. Ammunition should be locked up 
separately. Parents should inquire about unlocked guns in homes where their children plan to play and ask 
that they be locked up or make other play arrangements. Safety measures, such as trigger locks, should be 
used. 

And more research is needed on additional safety measures. Guns kept in cars should also be safely 
locked. If a child has a depression history, parents should consider not keeping guns in the home at all.  

Enactment of reasonable firearm policies and enforcement of existing laws to decrease the availability of 
guns in homes and communities where children can gain access to them are important and needed. These 
include safe storage requirements, higher minimum age for purchase of firearms, and implementation of 
extreme risk protection (red flag) laws. Research and investment in urban gun violence prevention and 
intervention programs are needed as well. 

(From:  Everytown for Gun Safety; www.lawcentergiffords.org; and  American Academy of Child and 
Adolescent Psychiatry: Firearms and Children.)  

“We lose eight children and teenagers to gun violence every day. If a 
mysterious virus suddenly started killing eight of our children every day, 
America would mobilize teams of doctors and public health officials. We 
would move heaven and earth until we found a way to protect our children. 
But not with gun violence.” 

 
Elizabeth Warren, A Fighting Chance 

“Democracy is not simply a license to indulge individual whims and 
proclivities. It is also holding oneself accountable to some reasonable degree 
for the conditions of peace and chaos that impact the lives of those who 
inhabit one’s beloved extended community.” 
 

Aberjhani, Splendid Literarium: A Treasury of Stories, Aphorisms, Poems, and Essays 

http://www.lawcentergiffords.org
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By Craig Mandernach 
I’m certain everyone has a personal story 

about how they arrived at their position on 
responsible gun ownership and the legislation 
governing it. We often don’t know or understand 
other people’s story or their attitude formation.  

Here is my story: 
I have friends who are avid hunters and gun 

collectors. Some of them, including my uncles, 
hunted pheasants and foxes on my family’s farm 
in Northwest Iowa. I also have friends and 
acquaintances, with whom I grew up, whose lives 
ended early because of guns. A classmate 
committed suicide, an acquaintance was killed, 
and two friends died in Viet Nam.  

My father didn’t hunt. He had a shotgun that 
hung high on the basement wall on two pegs. The 
only times I saw him take it down was to clean 
and care for it or to chase off marauding dogs who 
threatened our livestock. 

When I was about nine, I received a Daisy air 
rifle as a gift. I bought many packets of BBs and 
paper targets.  

Gun Issues – A Personal Story 

I practiced hour after hour in our farmyard by 
the corn crib and became very accurate. No tin 
cans were safe. We had a large grove near our 
buildings that would be a likely hunting ground. I 
went hunting. 

I saw a sparrow, took aim, and hit it in the 
head with a BB. When I picked it up, it was dying. I 
couldn’t believe it was happening. I walked 
toward our house along the farm lane with the 
bird and the BB gun. A hay rack was temporarily 
parked under the trees by the lane. I left the air 
rifle and the sparrow on the hay rack and went to 
the house to tell my parents.  

The BB gun remained rusting on the hay rack 
while the bird disappeared. The remarkable thing 
was that after that day my parents never said 
another thing to me about the BB gun. They let 
me live with and learn from my lesson. The BB 
gun, silently, also disappeared. 

So, that’s my story. I’ve never handled or fired 
another real gun. I have never gone hunting again. 

“By all means, send thoughts and send prayers. Send prayers by extending 
real compassion to the people who have been hurt and killed. Pray for the 
wisdom and the insight to know how to respond responsibly. And think. Put 
your mind to work. Think systems. Think about the multiple factors that 
impact a person to lead them to violence.  
 
“And think carefully and prayerfully – what the Christian tradition has 
referred to as “discernment” – about how you, too, and the communities you 
inhabit, are impacted by and in turn can impact those systems. Thoughts and 
prayers? Yes, by all means – we will need both. Actions? Yes, those, too. 
Putting them all together? That’s thinking systems. That’s the kind of thing 
that might just lead us to properly diagnose this problem. And maybe, just 
maybe, find a cure.” 
 

David Finnagan-Hosey 
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What’s an Assault Weapon?  
By Fred Spannaus 

Mark Levine, a Democratic member of the Maryland 
legislature, became an object of scorn when he recently said the 
major difference between a hunting rifle and an assault weapon 
is “how you hold the gun.” And some gun-control advocates 
think they can identify an assault weapon by how it looks. But 
they’re wrong (see picture). 

This illustrates two important points: First, there is no 
generally accepted definition of “assault weapon.” And second, 
gun-control advocates often don’t understand guns, so they 
misuse language. 

A very short seminar: Let’s start with “assault rifles.” They are 
shoulder-fired fully automatic weapons that release multiple 
rounds with a single trigger pull. Assault rifles have been 
regulated since 1934 and have not been sold for non-military use 
since 1986. 

What about “semi-automatics?” Semi-automatics are a different breed. Each bullet requires a single 
trigger pull, but with high-capacity magazines or modifications they can fire very quickly, as in the 2017 Las 
Vegas massacre. However, having semi-automatic capacity does not by itself make a gun an assault weapon, 
as some hunting firearms are semi-automatics. And there may be up to 15 million semi-automatics in 
circulation (that’s an NRA stat, so take it for what it’s worth). 

So, what do the lawmakers say? Legislative proposals in a number of states have attempted to define 
assault weapons, but they do not coalesce around any particular characteristics. You see the problem with 
coming up with a workable ban on assault weapons? 

That may be why gun-control advocates are focusing more attention these days on eliminating loopholes 
in purchasing guns, and expending less effort on trying to define and ban assault weapons. 

These two weapons fire the same ammunition at the 
same rate and have the same capacity. But some 
proposed laws would ban only the top one because 
it “looks like” an assault weapon. 

Ruger Mini-14 Tactical Rifle 

Ruger Mini-14 Ranch Rifle 

“We actually do have a lot of guns. There’s a lot of hunting in Norway. But 
there’s almost no gun violence.” 
 
“Why do you think that is?” 
 
“On a fundamental level,” says Sigrid, “I think it’s because we don’t want 
to shoot each other.” 
 
“That could be our problem right there,” says Melinda. 
 

Derek B. Miller, American By Day  

“If guns don’t kill people, why do mass killers arm themselves with guns?” 
 

DaShanne Stokes 
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Gun Violence Prevention Organizations 
By Jim Rauff 

The following six organizations work to reduce and prevent gun violence. I’ve included the name of the organization, links to their 
websites, and their statements of purpose.  
 

Illinois Gun Violence Prevention Coalition (https://www.ichv.org/ilgvp-coalition/) 
“The Illinois Gun Violence Prevention Coalition (ILGVP) works to change the culture around firearms by advocating for common sense, 

evidence-based, gun violence prevention measures that will save lives in Illinois. Our work is founded on our core value that cooperation is key 
to achieving the goal of building a society that is free from gun violence.  

“The Coalition pursues this mission by (1) encouraging grassroots activism through community outreach and legislative action, 2) 
supporting our members and member organizations by sharing information and resources, 3) fostering collaboration and connections among 
advocates who are working to reduce all types of violence, and (4) working in partnership with key stakeholders, including faith and community 
groups, families and survivors of gun violence, law enforcement and elected officials to end the gun violence crisis in Illinois.”   

First Presbyterian Church of Decatur, Illinois is a member of ILGVP. 
 

Moms Demand Action for Gun Sense in America (https://momsdemandaction.org/) 
“Moms Demand Action is a grassroots movement of Americans fighting for public safety measures that can protect people from gun 

violence. We pass stronger gun laws and work to close the loopholes that jeopardize the safety of our families. We also work in our own 
communities and with business leaders to encourage a culture of responsible gun ownership. We know that gun violence is preventable, and 
we’re committed to doing what it takes to keep families safe.” 
 

Everytown for Gun Safety (https://everytown.org/) 
“Everytown is a movement of Americans working together to end gun violence and build safer communities. Gun violence touches every 

town in America. For too long, change has been thwarted by the Washington gun lobby and by leaders who refuse to take common-sense steps 
that will save lives. But something is changing.  

“Nearly 6 million mayors, moms, cops, teachers, survivors, gun owners, students and everyday Americans have come together to make 
their own communities safer. Together, we are fighting for the changes that we know will save lives. Everytown starts with you, and it starts in 
your town.” 
 

Giffords: Courage to Fight Gun Violence (https://giffords.org/) 
“Following the mass shooting of 20 children and six adults at Sandy Hook Elementary in December 2012, Gabby and her husband, Navy 

combat veteran and retired NASA astronaut Captain Mark Kelly, gun owners themselves, announced the formation of an organization to fight 
the gun violence epidemic.  

“Originally named Americans for Responsible Solutions, the organization quickly became known as a leader in the growing movement to 
save lives from gun violence. In 2016, Americans for Responsible Solutions joined forces with the Law Center to Prevent Gun Violence to 
expand its mission, increase its impact, and launch the organization today known as Giffords.  

“We are veterans, law enforcement officers, and gun owners standing together for safer laws. We are students and activists speaking up in 
communities across the nation. We are faith leaders, business leaders, lawyers, parents, and educators fighting for a safer future. Together we 
will save lives.” 
 

Presbyterian Peace Fellowship – Gun Violence Prevention  (https://www.presbypeacefellowship.org/gun-violence/ 
“ ‘All who live by the sword will die by the sword,’ said Jesus in Matthew 26:52b, admonishing Peter for drawing his weapon in defense. 

Far from being a political issue, gun violence is an epidemic that affects church communities profoundly. Last year, more than 40,000 American 
deaths and countless injuries traumatized families and neighborhoods, and the church is where the bereaved and the shell-shocked come to 
find peace, understanding, and a place of rest for their lost loved ones.” 
 

Coalition to Stop Gun Violence (https://www.csgv.org/) 
“The Coalition to Stop Gun Violence (CSGV), founded in 1974, is the nation ’s oldest gun violence prevention organization.  
“CSGV’s guiding principle is simple: We believe gun violence should be rare and abnormal.  We pursue this goal through 

policy development, advocacy, community engagement, and effective training.  
“CSGV is a thought leader in the modern gun violence prevention movement. Drafting, passing, and implementing evidence -

based legislation is our number one priority. While legislative gridlock has largely stymied gun legislation at the federal l evel, 
CSGV has worked hard to secure major victories in the states.  

“In recent years, we have worked with scientific experts to develop the Gun Violence Restraining Order (GVRO) — now 
known as an Extreme Risk Protection Order (ERPO), a law that allows law enforcement and family members to temporarily 
remove firearms from a loved one in crisis.” 

“Firearms can’t ensure safety in the society, only open arms can.” 
 

Abhijit Naskar, The Constitution of the United Peoples of Earth 

https://www.ichv.org/ilgvp-coalition/
https://momsdemandaction.org/
https://everytown.org/
https://giffords.org/
https://www.presbypeacefellowship.org/gun-violence/
https://www.csgv.org/

