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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ: 

 
As we respond to the evolving threat of Covid-19 pandemic, we continue to serve God in both worship and mission.  
The Session has been keeping a close eye on the recommendations that come to us from the CDC, the state of Illinois, 
and our Presbyterian denominational leaders. 

 
As we make decisions about how best to proceed, we are concerned not only with our own health and safety, but also 
of those around us, both within our congregation and the greater Decatur area.  We believe that the sincerity of our 
precautions is a witness to how much we seek the well-being of others above our own personal desires. 

 
With these things in mind, and if Illinois moves into Phase 4 in early July, the Session has decided that we will proceed 
with a transitional step towards resuming in-person worship.  Beginning, Sunday July 12th, we will have worship each 
Sunday morning in the sanctuary at 9:30 AM.   

• Following the guidelines of the state of Illinois, no more than 50 persons will be permitted inside the sanctuary.  
To facilitate this, the first 50 people to contact the church by noon on Friday will be able to attend. 

• The service will be live streamed for those who are unable to attend worship in the sanctuary.  The 
livestreamed service will be available at 9:30 or any time afterwards. 

• All worshippers will be asked to wear a mask and enter the building through either the elevator entrance or the 
main entrance near the church office.  Everyone will have their temperature taken and will be asked a few 
health questions. 

• Worshippers will be spaced apart from one another in the pews.  There will be no hymnbooks or Bibles in the 
pews.  All the liturgy will be available on the screens. 

• Instead of passing the offering plates, the offerings will be collected at the entrance to the sanctuary. 

• There will be no congregational singing.  A small group of musicians will lead music from the chancel area in 
the front of the sanctuary. 

• There will be no nursery or children’s programs.  Children are welcome to sit with their families in worship. 

• There will be no adult education classes or fellowship hour. 
 

If you want to see more of the details for these worship services, you can check out the Session Meeting summary in 
this newsletter on the next page. 
 
This past March when we transitioned to on-line worship, we said that we would have a big Easter celebration on the 
first Sunday when we all gathered back in the sanctuary.  At the time, we had no idea that we would need to be away 
for so long or how difficult it would be to create a safe place for people to gather.  Now is not the time for us to celebrate 
the end of the pandemic and the resuming of all our activities.  Our worship and other activities will continue to adapt to 
the evolving situation as we all experience it.  We look forward to the time when all of us feel safe to return to worship 
together.  But until then, we will save our Easter celebrations for another time.  Thank you for your continued good 
humor and mutual care as we make our way through these unusual times.  Have no fear.  We know that God is with us 
no matter where we are and what it is that we are experiencing. 
 
 

The next Tower Notes article due date:  Articles for the July 22th issue (August Events) are due by noon on 
Wednesday, July 15, 2020. 
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SESSION HIGHLIGHTS June 15, 2020 
In addition to receiving the monthly reports of the treasurer, standing committees, and program staff, at its stated meeting 
on June 15, 2020, Session: 

• Approved the Peacemaking Committee purchasing 50 yard signs for distribution to members of the congregation who 
wish to display them.  The signs are red with white lettering and a white heart separating the words “RACISM HURTS” 
and “JUSTICE HEALS” with the FPC website printed at the bottom. 

• Allowed census training to be held at FPC on June 25, 26, 29, and 30, 2020.  Three sessions of training will be held per 
day with one trainer and three trainees per training session. 

• Adopted the following proposals of the Post-Pandemic (a.k.a. Transition) Task Force contingent on Illinois moving into 

Phase 4 by early July: 

o Starting on Sunday July 12 at 9:30 AM, we will begin gathering in person for worship services in the sanctuary. 

o There will be just one worship service each week beginning at 9:30 AM in the sanctuary [the sanctuary provides 
the best location for worshipping while maintaining safe spacing from one another]. 

o No more than 50 people will be permitted to attend the service.  In order to facilitate this, we will ask people to 
call the church during the week and sign up to attend. 

o The service will be live streamed and recorded for those who cannot attend in person.  We intend to continue 
live-streaming worship for the foreseeable future. 

o People who attend worship: 

• Must enter through one of two doors; the elevator door or the main glass doors which are near the church 
office. 

• Must have their temperature taken. 

• Must wear a mask (they will be provided for persons who don’t have one). 

• Must either have signed up ahead of time to attend, or, if there is still space available, give their name at 
the door so that we can do contact tracing if necessary. 

o Individuals or family groups will be seated in designated pews that are appropriately spaced from each other. 
o There will be no hymnbooks, Bibles, or bulletins available in the pews.  All worship liturgy will be available on the 

screens. 
o There will be no nursery or children’s programs.  Children are welcome to sit with their families in worship. 
o There will be no congregational singing. 
o Worship musicians will be seated in the chancel area where they will lead music for the service.  The pastors will 

also lead worship from the chancel area. 
o There will be no fellowship hour before or after worship. 
o As long as we are in this format, there will be no communion served on the first Sunday each month.  Instead, 

there will be a special on-line communion service held some time during the first week of every month so that 
people can partake in the service in their own homes. 

o After worship, the worship space, doorways and restrooms will all be sanitized. 
o Committees are encouraged to continue meeting through Zoom.  However, if necessary, a room can be set up in 

the church to meet in person, with appropriate distancing. 
o We will continue to restrict outside groups from the church except for AA. 
o We understand that we may need to quickly respond to any changes in public health and safety. 
o The Transition Team will meet again at some point to discuss what our next phase might look like when Illinois 

moves forward. 

 
One Great Hour and Pentecost 
Anyone who still wishes to contribute to the One Great 
Hour Special Offering or the Pentecost Special Offering 
should do so at this time.  Once ample time has been 
allowed for the donations to reach the church, we will tally the totals and send the appropriate portion to the Presbytery.  
Forth percent of the Pentecost Special Offering will be retained by the church and disbursed to a local organization serving 
our youth.  Thank you for your continued generous support! 



   
Kathryn Franklin graduated from Millikin University on 
May 17, 2020.  She graduated with a BFA Graphic 
Design/Computer Art, which means her major was 
Graphic Design, but she has an Art concentration in 
Drawing.  Part of the requirement to graduate with this 
major is to put on an Art Show, which she did 
virtually.  Kathryn also was the Creative Director of 
MillikinCreates (a student run business) for 3 semesters 
and the student tutor for Graphic Design for 3 years. 
 
Kathryn is planning to attend the Savannah College of Art 
and Design in Savannah, GA, to get her master’s degree in 
Sequential Art.  Her future plans are to be an illustrator 
for comic books and/or children’s books. 

 

   
Beth Heisz graduated from Millikin University in May 
after majoring in Music Education. Throughout her time 
at Millikin, she was on various executive boards, was a 
member of Sigma Alpha Iota, and was a James Millikin 
Scholar. She was awarded the Mary B. Merris award. In 
the fall, she will be moving to Chicago and teaching K-4 
general music at Troy Hofer Elementary School in 
Shorewood. She would like to thank the choir at First 
Presbyterian for all of the support and the memories 
from the past two years. 

 
Congratulations! 
Magnolia Alice Taylor was born 
on Wednesday, May 27, 2020 at 
10:15 a.m. weighing 10 lbs. 3 oz.  
Proud parents are Andrew and 
Claire Taylor, proud brother is 
Wyatt, proud grandparents are 
Julia Kolsti, and Doug and Margi 
Nicholson. 

Anti-Racism Yard Signs 
Available from the Peacemaking Committee 

First Presbyterian Church is a leader for inclusion and 
social justice in Decatur.  Now is an important time for us 
to reiterate our commitment to anti-racism.  Many of us 
are not comfortable joining mass protests where we risk 
exposure to COVID-19.  As an alternative, we can display 
the yard sign shown below as a visible sign of our 
commitment.   
 

 
 

Racism hurts in many ways. Racism hurts the hearts of 
children who are told that they will not succeed in school 
because they are black.  Racism hurts the hopes and 
dreams of black Americans who lack the basic community 
services that we take for granted. Racism hurts when 
people of color are more likely to die from COVID-19 
because of a system that has limited their access to 
health care.  Racism hurts people like George Floyd who 
are killed by those hired to protect all citizens. Racism 
hurts the mind of the racist by blocking the ability to see 
that of God in everyone. 
 

Justice heals when it refuses to tolerate inequalities in 
public education.  Justice heals when it removes the walls 
built by institutions to deprive people of truly equitable 
opportunities for economic well-being.  Justice heals 
when it acknowledges that health care is a right of all 
Americans.  Justice heals when it holds the perpetrators 
of racist crimes and injuries accountable for their actions. 
Justice heals when it shows the racist that all people are 
created in God’s image. 
 

The HEART in the center of the sign emphasizes that love 
is an essential component of the path away from the hurt 
of racism to healing justice.  
 

The Peacemaking Committee has ordered 50 of these 
signs to distribute to those who want to display one. 
There will be no charge to you for the sign, and we will 
deliver it to your front door or install it in your yard 
(Macon County only). The sign can be installed on your 
property only.   
 

If you would like to display one of these signs in your 
yard, please contact Jim Rauff (islebrazil@gmail.com). 
Please include your address. If you would like the sign 
installed, please indicate where in your yard you’d like it. 

mailto:islebrazil@gmail.com


Meals on Wheels 
Thank you, volunteers!  Twenty 
members from First Pres 
volunteered to deliver meals this 
month to fulfill our long-time 
commitment to the Meals on Wheels organization.   

 
Stand Up for Grace Newsletter SPRING 2020 
I arrived in Feb. and started doing volunteer teaching at By 
Grace. A frequent volunteer, Tom, from Champaign. Illinois was 
already there and teaching physics and math to the high 
schoolers. My friend Helen from England came for her 23rd trip 
to volunteer and to visit the children. Another volunteer from 
Illinois, Becca, who has volunteered at By Grace at least eight 
times, was also there for a few days. She had been student 
teaching in Kenya and came to visit before she went back to 
the US. Her student teaching was cut short due to the 
coronavirus. Other frequent volunteers who have an 
organization to help with buying textbooks and sponsor some 
By Grace graduates in college were coming but had to cancel 
their trip again due to the virus. 
 

My apartment is often used by other volunteers or young 
people living abroad who use to live at By Grace when they 
come back to visit. It is often a full house but lots of fun. The 
children were disappointed when volunteers had to cancel or 
leave early, but they adapt well and are used to dealing with 
change due to social problems. I had to stop volunteering at By 
Grace March 25th since the government passed a law that 
visitors who did not stay at children's facilities could not go 
visit. The teachers and other volunteers, unless they stay at By 
Grace, could also not visit. All schools, churches, restaurants, 
bars were shut down. A curfew from 5 pm to 7 am was also put 
in place. The airport was shut down to all passenger planes 
coming and going, many neighborhoods, all country borders, 
and counties were sealed off from people coming and going. 
 

If you are diagnosed with corona you are forced into isolation 
or if you have contact with someone who has been diagnosed, 
you will be forced into isolation. If you are on the streets you 
have to wear a face mask, or you will be arrested. Public 
transport has had to limit the number of people that each 
vehicle can carry. These rules seemed to be well enforced. As 
far as I know, these rules are still in place. I had to stay an extra 
three weeks because all passenger planes were canceled. The 
American Embassy started arranging some one-way flights out 
of Kenya and I was able to fly home through the Embassy and 
Ethiopian airlines. 
 

The good news about all of this is that Kenya only has only 
about 2,500 cases that have been diagnosed. The first case was 
diagnosed on March 13th and it’s either not spreading due to 
the speedy reaction of the government or people are not going 
in for free testing. None of the children have corona and there 
are very few cases in Kayole where the orphanage is located. 
The children and I did come down with mumps though. Salome 
(director and founder) and I are in contact frequently and other 
than the children being bored because they do not have school 
and cannot leave the orphanage, they are OK. The food prices 

have increased a great deal and probably will continue to 
increase. 
 

New Children at By Grace 
There are lots of new children at By Grace, and many of these 
kids are under three. Their parents have either died or 
abandoned them. Salome use to run a home separate from By 
Grace for young mothers and their babies, but Stand Up For 
Grace did not support this financially. Unfortunately, it has 
recently shut down, but those babies and some of their 
mothers are at By Grace. One baby boy came to By Grace at 
only two days old after he’d been abandoned. There are also 
identical twins that are less than two years old whose parents 
were killed in a car accident. The older children are assigned to 
help take care of the little ones, and everyone at By Grace 
enjoys these little ones! 
 

Our Graduates 
Teacher Maina has been a faithful volunteer head-teacher for 
many years and will soon graduate from college with his 
teaching degree thanks to two wonderful donors. Most of the 
teachers are former By Gracians and live nearby or at By Grace. 
Several of them are finishing occupational programs in 
cooking/ catering or hair design. These young people have a 
greater chance of employment when they attend a trade or 
occupational program, and several young women in the 
cooking school had been placed at paid internships but had to 
stop because the restaurants were shut down. Two of the live-
in volunteer teachers are about to graduate from college: one 
in social work and the other will be a park ranger! We are so 
proud of our graduates!  
 

School News 
An issue with schools being shut down is that the eighth 
graders and high school seniors may not be able to take their 
national exams; therefore, they can’t be promoted to ninth 
grade or be accepted into college. The eighth graders and 
seniors are very upset and worried, and the president is 
supposed to be making announcements about this sometime 
next week. Six seniors should graduate in November if they are 
allowed to take their national exams, and approximately 12 
eighth graders should also graduate if they can take and pass 
their exams. Some special needs students are attending school 
outside of By Grace to help with their learning 
accommodations and seem to be benefiting from this special 
education. Until school was called off, six students have 
scholarships to private schools due to their excellent academic 
achievement, and they either return to By Grace at night or on 
the weekends. We are so proud of our students! 
 

I have heard from many friends and young people in Kenya and 
they are all concerned about the state of affairs in the U.S. and 
are praying for us. Please continue praying for the children at 
By Grace as well. And, if possible, please consider making a 
donation to help with the rising cost of food. Thank you all for 
your continued support!! Our Address: 2434 North Maple 
Avenue, Decatur, IL 62526  
 

Be sure to visit standupforgrace.com and join our Facebook 
group “Stand Up For Grace” to keep up to date on all 
happenings! 



Calendar 
 

Wednesday, July 1 
 2:00 Zoom Bible Study 
 7:00 Zoom Fellowship Meeting 
 

Thursday, July 2 
Office Closed 

 

Friday, July 3 
Office Closed 

Independence Day Holiday 
 

Saturday, July 4 
United States 

Independence Day 

 

Sunday, July 5 
Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 

 10:00 Online Worship Service 
 

Wednesday, July 8 
 2:00 Zoom Bible Study 
 7:00 Zoom Fellowship Meeting 
 

Friday, July 10 
 10:00 Zoom Adult Ed. Class 

Sunday, July 12 
 9:30 Worship Service  – limited to 

50 people – must call the office 
to sign-up  – will also be a live 
feed and on our website for 
viewing 

 

Wednesday, July 15 
Tower Notes Articles are due! 

 2:00 Zoom Bible Study 
 7:00 Zoom Fellowship Meeting 
 

Friday, July 17 
 10:00 Zoom Adult Ed. Class 

Sunday, July 19 
 9:30 Worship Service  – limited to 

50 people – must call the office 
to sign-up  – will also be a live 
feed and on our website for 
viewing 

 

Monday, July 20 
 7:00 Session Meeting 
 

Wednesday, July 22 
 2:00 Zoom Bible Study 
 7:00 Zoom Fellowship Meeting 
 

Friday, July 24 
 10:00 Zoom Adult Ed. Class 

Sunday, July 26 
 9:30 Worship Service  – limited to 

50 people – must call the office 
to sign-up  – will also be a live 
feed and on our website for 
viewing 

 

Wednesday, July 29 
 2:00 Zoom Bible Study 
 7:00 Zoom Fellowship Meeting 
 

Friday, July 31 
 10:00 Zoom Adult Ed. Class 
 

JULY 
Blood Donation Dates 

 

Blood donations are still 
needed during the 

COVID-19 Virus epidemic! 
 
Red Cross Blood Donation Center 
▪ Every Tuesday; 12-6 p.m. 
▪ Saturday, July 4; 9-1 p.m. 
▪ Saturday, July 25; 10-2 p.m. 
 

First United Methodist Church 
201 W. North St. 

▪ Saturday, July 11; 7-12 p.m. 
 

Decatur Life Foursquare Church 
2954 W. Ash Ave. 

▪ Thursday, July 23; 9-2 p.m. 
 

To schedule an appointment: 
Call 1-800-733-2767 or 
go to www.redcross.org 

 

 

Personal Information Updates 

 
Susie Marshall has a new cell phone 
number, 217-855-3275. 
 
Terry Hogg has a new e-mail address:  
fasolamefa@gmail.com 
 
MOVING? NEW PHONE NUMBER or 
EMAIL ADDRESS?  Don’t forget to let 
the church know any changes in your 
information so that we can update 
our records! 
 

 
Condolences:  Condolences to Susie 
Marshall and family at the death of 
Susie’s granddaughter Mandy 
Marshall, 42, of Wentzville, MO on 
Friday, May 29, 2020.  Mandy’s 
parents are Jim and Beth Marshall. 
 
Hi Friends! – I appreciate getting the 
updates in Tower Notes.  The flowers 
around the church look beautiful and 
I hope to see for myself soon!  I also 
appreciate all of the wonderful 
volunteers – wish I could help.  The 
Prayer Chain seems to be about my 

speed these days. ☺  I keep all of 
you in my thoughts and heart! 
 
Yvonne (Lewis) 
 
Dear First Presbyterian Church, I 
received a beautiful prayer shawl and 
it couldn't have come at a more 
needed time. As I go thru several 
rounds of chemo, it will warm my 
body and spirits. 
 
Sincerely, Marcia Pembroke of 
Calhoun, GA, daughter-in-law of 
Kathy Beube 
 
To the Prayer Shawl committee: I 
want to thank you all for the gift 
of a beautiful blue shawl. I will 
cherish it and as I heal, will be 
reminded of the compassionate 
members of First Presbyterian 
Church. 
 
With gratitude, Hanne Beube of Burr 
Ridge, IL, sister-in-law of Kathy Beube 



 
Since we cannot all sign a Big 
Card for Tom Hostetler, we 
are asking that you mail 
birthday cards to Tom at 4432 
Mt. Vernon Pl., Decatur, IL 
62521 so that they arrive by 
July 6.  They will be delivered 
to him at Hickory Point 
Christian Village on his 
birthday, July 7.  Thank you! 
 

July Birthdays 
 

Katya Sublett—2 
Dennis Paul—3 
Thomas Hostetler—7 
Lucy Lundt—14 
Stephanie Pyles—14 
Will Yepsen—16 
Maddie Locke—18 
Pixie Fennessey—19 
Everly Mandernach—19 
Matthew Young – 20 
Dick Ward—22 
Michael Delaney—23 
Cheryl Schmidt—23 
Maddox Anderson—24 
Vern Holmlund—25 
Barbara Keagle—27 
Rob Cook—30 
Joan Tinch—31 

 

July Volunteers 
 

Money Counters:  
Jean Gift and Carol Sudduth 
 

Tower Notes Folder:  
Susie Marshall 
 

 
 
 

Prayer Concerns  
 

Please Pray For: 
• Nikolas Allen (Jim Lycan’s grandson) 

• Jerry Andrews (Kelly Force Terrell’s Pastor in CA) 

• Larry Boyer (Brenda Aymer’s father) 

• Sheryl Bullock (Richard Sublett’s former co-worker) 

• Earl Carpunky 

• Penny Cox (Robert & Nancy Anderson’s Daughter) 

• Don Diller (former member) 

• Nancy Force 

• Ted Forcum (John & Jane Oaster’s friend) 

• Carol Fuller 

• Anne Hostetler 

• Judy Kuypers 

• Yvonne Lewis 

• Walt Lohmann, Sr. (Walt Lohmann’s father) 

• Brian MacKay (Lori Shimizu’s cousin) 

• Sandra Minder (Linda Castleman’s sister) 

• Regina Mitchell (Marsha DeVore’s friend) 

• Miley Palmer 

• Lisa Peterson (Sandy Peterson’s sister) 

• Mary Ann Platt 

• Marcia Prembroke (Kathy Beube’s d-in-law) 

• Lisa Robinson (Chuck & Cathy Force’s niece) 

• Donita Rotz (Hagymasy/Cirks family friend) 

• Pete Storie (John & Jane Oaster’s friend) 

• Alex Voerman (Ruth Warfield’s grandson) 

• Rachel Waca (John & Jane Oaster’s friend) 

• Austin Wells (George Wells’ nephew) 
 

Care Facilities: 
▪ Larry Boyer (Brenda Aymer’s father) 
▪ Marguerite Curtis (former member) 
▪ Elvon Fulton (Verlyn Rosenberger’s brother) 
▪ Bill Grieve 
▪ Mary Ann Grohne 
▪ Thomas Hostetler 
▪ James Kettelkamp (former member) 
▪ Gini Maines 
▪ Betty Zeaman 
 

 

Dear God, Tonight I pray for my friends. 

You know their needs like no one else knows. 

You know the ones that have secret pain, 

worries & fears. You are even aware of the 

loneliness some are feeling right now. 

I pray you comfort them. Bless them & heal them 

everywhere they hurt. Refill them with your 

strength and restore their hope as they sleep. 

In Jesus Name. Amen!   
Facebook.com/naeemcallaway 

 

Empty Pump Hand 
Sanitizer Bottles  
The church is 
looking for any 
empty 8-12 oz. 
pump style hand 
sanitizer bottles.  
We would like to refill 
them and set them at 
various locations around 
the church entries for 
people to use as they enter 
the church for services and 
meetings.  Please drop 
them off at the church. 
 
THANK YOU! 
A BIG THANK YOU to all 
of you who have made 
calls to members of the 
congregation during 
this pandemic, 
checking in to see if all 
is well in this time of 
isolation and offering 
assistance when 
needed.  I have heard 
from those who have 
received the calls and 
they are very thankful 
for this outreach.  I 
have also heard from 
those who are making 
the calls and how 
blessed they feel in 
getting to know their 
congregational family a 
little better.  Keep up 
the good work 
everyone.  If any would 
like more information 
on how and who to call 
– please contact me 
either at church on 
Monday’s or 
Thursdays, or on my 
cell phone 420-0466, 
and I will get you going 
in the right direction. 
 
Thanks again! 
 
Pastor Jean 



 


