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“Peace Be With You” 

“Peace be with you.”  These four words of Jesus are found in the Gospel of John 20:19 as he greets his 

friends and disciples as they sit behind locked doors in the Upper Room.  “Peace be with you.”  These 

four words of Jesus were heard last Sunday in Worship as we watched and listened behind our own 

locked doors.  As May begins, we find ourselves in the seventh week of staying behind locked doors.  A 

lot has happened in these past seven weeks, as well as much that has NOT happened.  We have all made 

major changes in our daily routines and habits.  Some of these have been quite distressing: 

• Locked in our houses with our immediate families 

• On-line teaching and learning for children, parents, students, teachers and professors 

• Electronic worship services 

• Cancellation of important life events, such as graduation recognition and ceremonies, high school 
               proms, different family celebrations, weddings and funeral services  

• Cancellation of all spring and summer sports at all levels 

• Closure of “non-essential” businesses and watching the economic impact of these closures for 
               those who are left unemployed 

• Receiving daily briefings on the number of those who contract COVID-19 and those who cannot 
              overcome the virus 
 

Some have been easier to adapt: 

• Watching worship in your pajamas with a cup of coffee 

• Slowing down our busy lives to reflect on what is truly important to us 

• Zoom meetings as way to keep businesses, churches, committees and boards running 

• Learning to use Face Time, Messenger video calling, or House party as ways to connect with family 
              and friends 

 
Whether this time has left us anxious, fearful, frustrated, disappointed, or heart broken, may we hear 

once again these comforting and empowering words of Jesus, “Peace be with you.”  And, may we 

remember that after Jesus spoke these words to the disciples, he breathed the Holy Spirit onto them 

and sent them out into the world with his blessing.  Soon, we too will be able to leave our homes and go 

back out into the world.  When we go, may we do so with these words of Jesus in our minds and the 

Holy Spirit in our hearts, helping to spread the peace of Christ and wellness back into our lives and 

community. “Peace be with you.”   

Pastor Jean 
 
 

 The next Tower Notes article due date: 
 Articles for the May 27th issue (June Events) are due by noon on Wednesday, May 20, 2020. 
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SESSION HIGHLIGHTS April 20, 2020 
In addition to receiving the monthly reports of the 
treasurer, standing committees, and program staff, at its 
stated meeting on April 20, 2020, Session: 

• approved the request of the Elmwood I, Inc. Board 
to disburse $799 from the Elmwood Fund held by 
the church to DOVE for payment of a dryer installed 
in the Elmwood Apartments   

• applied $1,590 in 2017 memorials for Jack Brown 
(earmarked for electronic updates for the chapel or 
sanctuary) towards the cost of the newly installed 
Loop Technology at the family’s request     

• voted against applying for a loan for First 
Presbyterian Church under the Paycheck Protection 
Program 

• terminated the church’s service agreement with 
Advanced Disposal effective April 30, 2020 to begin 
service with Area Disposal on May 1, 2020 

• voted to proceed with making the upcoming Board 
of Pensions payments in 2020 (declining the offer to 
delay payments due to COVID-19) 

• waived the $50 building use fee for the month of 
April for AA   

• created a Post-Pandemic Task Force to prepare for 
transitioning back to worship and other activities 
when the COVID-19 restrictions are lifted, consisting 
of David Michl, Dick Virgin, a parish nurse, and a 
pastor 

• voted to continue with virtual worship services with 
no public worship services and other activities 
through May 2020 

• appointed the following persons to the Weird 
Church Task Force:  Debbie VanZant, Cindy Wene, 
Kathy Beube, Richard Sublett, Jan Mandernach, Lori 
Shimizu, Beth Bachtold, and Dick Virgin 

 
 

KEEPING IN TOUCH WITH YOUR CHURCH FAMILY 
Please remember that my favorite way to communicate 
with our church family is through Jacquie Lawson email 
electronic cards. I hope you enjoy them and their 
beautiful artwork, music, and occasional puzzles and 
games. When I notice a few members haven’t opened 
their email cards, I do try to resend them. 
 
As we keep in touch, it is also important that our mobile 
directory is current. So please check your address, phone 
number and email address and let Christl or me know if 
there have been any recent changes. You can access the 
directory on the announcement side of the website home 
page. Take care and be safe. 
 
Cathy Force (Lay Ministry) 

 

STAND UP FOR GRACE 

Dear Everyone, via e-mail 4/23/20 
 
I wanted to thank you all for your recent prayers and 
donations for the children at By Grace Orphanage and 
myself. The Kenya government stopped allowing planes 
to come and go on March 24th. Although I had tried to 
get a ticket earlier than my confirmed return. I ended up 
having five canceled. Due to prayers and my friend 
Debbie Wylie, who emailed everyone she could think of 
to try to get me home, I was able to leave on April 14th, 
by way of the US Embassy and Ethiopian Airlines. I got 
back to Iowa on April 15th and am in isolation, at a lodge 
in Creston. Due to my husband being in a high-risk 
category I cannot return home until fourteen days have 
passed and then we will both have to shelter in place. 
 
I am happy to be home. However, the coronavirus has 
only been detected at this time in about 300 people in 
Kenya. The Kenyan government has been very proactive 
with shutdowns, curfews, enforcement of wearing mask, 
limiting numbers of people in groups, all churches, 
schools, children's homes, bars and restaurants have 
been shut down. The enforcement of these laws has led 
to a great deal of police brutality which has been in 
violation of many human rights laws. 
 
Anyone not living at By Grace could not visit, so the last 
two and a half weeks I could not visit the children. The 
good news is they are all doing fine and none of them 
have gotten sick with corona. However food prices have 
risen dramatically, and shortages are predicted. There 
was an outbreak of the mumps and I got them but am 
fine now. 
 
I have no idea what the future in Kenya will be like 
because if the virus takes off, they have very poor health 
care. I was hoping to return to Kenya in September, but I 
will have  to wait and see what is happening in our world. 
I miss First Presbyterian and will come back for a visit 
when things are normal again. I hope you all stay healthy 
and thanks again for your prayers and support. 
 
Please keep us in your thoughts and prayres and if 
possible, please make donatioions to 
www.standupforgrace.org   
or send checks to SUFG, 2434 N. Maple Ave., Decatur, IL 
62526. 
 
Thank you again for your continued support! 
 
Sincerely, 
Pixie Fennessey-Groumoutis 
President, Stand Up For Grace 

http://www.standupforgrace.org/


PARISH NURSES - COVID-19 
 
Coronavirus and the Older Adult 
COVID-19 is 
taking a greater 
toll on those of 
us over 65. Even 
generally 
healthy older 
adults are likely 
to have one or more chronic health conditions such as 
hypertension, diabetes, and cardiovascular disease. Other 
factors increasing risk are obesity, race, and gender. 
African Americans are at higher risk, but that could be 
related to the risk factors, poorer access to healthcare or 
the stress of long-term discrimination. Older men are 
generally at higher risk as well, for reasons not yet fully 
understood. As we age, we also have some decrease in 
immune function – which is why we are often given the 
higher dose flu vaccines. 
 
However, being old is not a disease. According to Dr. 
Louise Aronson, the risk of death in the next year for a 
man of 70 is only 2%. For a woman of 80, that risk is only 
4%. She notes that the phrase, “They are on their way out 
anyway, is not only colossally insensitive, it is colossally 
inaccurate.” Dr. Aronson, a geriatrician, and the author of 
“Elderhood: Redefining Aging, Transforming Medicine, 
Reimagining Life,” acknowledges that while only 16% of 
the population in the US is over 65, we have one third of 
the Covid-19 cases. We also see 45% of hospitalizations, 
53% of intensive care admissions, and 80% of deaths in 
this age group. 
 
Her concern is that our sluggish initial response to this 
pandemic was affected by our societal age bias. Our 
culture persists in ignoring the last century’s huge gains in 
longevity. Many 70, 80, and 90-year-olds live active and 
satisfying lives. And I know lots of them!! She also worries 
that the isolation associated with social distancing will 
take a toll on this population. So, let’s all stay in touch 
and connected as we get through this together, while 
protecting those we cherish and love. 
 
Connie 
 
Also from Dr. Louise Aronson: 
“COVID-19 Kills Only Old People. Only?” NYT Opinion 3 22 
2020 
 
“Age, Complexity and Crisis—A Prescription for Progress 
in Pandemic” New England Journal of Medicine, 
Perspective 4 7 2020 
 

UPDATES AND CHANGES AT  FIRST PRES 
 
While you have been away from the church building, a lot 
of things have been happening. 
  
Shortly after our last worship service in the sanctuary, a 
company from Wisconsin came and installed our new 
“Hearing Loop” system.  This is the latest technology for 
helping people to hear what we say during worship.  For 
most new hearing aids, this system will broadcast directly 
into your hearing aid sort of like a Bluetooth 
connection.  For those who don’t have the right hearing 
aids or don’t have hearing aids at all, we have some small 
units that you can have with you in the sanctuary and 
hear the same signal through headphones.  We hope that 
this will help everyone experience worship more fully. 
  
While the sanctuary has been empty, Steve Taylor, our 
custodian, has been standing on top of scaffolding and 
replacing burnt out light fixtures and substituting new 
LED lights for old ones.  When everyone returns you 
should all see a marked difference in brightness in our 
worship space. 
  
Outside, Rick Koetje, Sue Grieve and Terry Hogg have 
been planting flowers and beautifying our property.  You 
might have seen some pictures of their work during our 
online worship services, but we hope that you will soon 
be able to see everything in person. 
  
It has been a fun adventure learning how to meet 
together online.  But we are steadily preparing for the 
day when we will all be back together again in worship, 
prayer and service! 
 
 
On-line options every week through May 31: 
Sunday Service 
10:00 a.m. – Posted on You Tube, and a link is available 

on our website www.firstpresdecatur.org 
 
Wednesday Bible Study 
2:00 p.m. via Zoom 
 
Wednesday Fellowship 
7:00 p.m. via Zoom  
 
Friday Morning Wired Word Class 
10:00 a.m. via Zoom 
 
Please contact the church via e-mail or phone to obtain 
the details of any Zoom meetings you would like to 
attend. 
  



Calendar 
 

Sunday, May 3 
Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 

 10:00 Online Worship Service 
 

Monday, May 4 
 6:00 Zoom Peacemaking Meeting 
 

Wednesday, May 6 
 2:00 Zoom Bible Study 
 7:00 Zoom Fellowship Meeting 
 

Thursday, May 7 
Office Closed 

 5:00 Zoom Soul Friendship Mtg. 
 

Friday, May 8 
 10:00 Zoom Wired Word Class 

Sunday, May 10 
Mother’s Day 

 10:00 Online Worship Service 
 

Monday, May 11 
 5:00 Zoom Finance Meeting 
 6:30 Zoom Facilities Meeting 
 

Wednesday, May 13 
 2:00 Zoom Bible Study 
 3:00 Zoom Elmwood Meeting 
 7:00 Zoom Fellowship Meeting 
 

Friday, May 15 
 10:00 Zoom Wired Word Class 

 
Sunday, May 17 
 10:00 On-line Worship Service 
 

Monday, May 18 
 7:00 Zoom Session Meeting 
 

Wednesday, May 20 
 2:00 Zoom Bible Study 
 7:00 Zoom Fellowship Meeting 
 

Friday, May 22 
 10:00 Zoom Wired Word Class 

Sunday, May 24 
 10:00 On-line Worship Service 
 

Wednesday, May 27 
 2:00 Zoom Bible Study 
 7:00 Zoom Fellowship Meeting 
 

Friday, May 29 
 10:00 Zoom Wired Word Class 

Sunday, May 31 
 10:00 On-line Worship Service 
 
 

MAY 
Blood Donation Dates 

 

Blood donations are still 
needed during the 

COVID-19 Virus epidemic! 
First United Methodist Church 
▪ Saturday, May 2; 7-12 p.m. 
 
Red Cross Blood Donation Center 
▪ Every Tuesday in May.; 12-6 p.m. 
▪ Saturday, May 30; 10-2 p.m. 
 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
1 Bachrach Ct. 

▪ Thursday, May 7; 2-6 p.m. 
 

Our Lady of the Holy Spirit 
400 N. Whitetail Ct., Mt. Zion 

▪ Tuesday, May 26; 12-6 p.m. 
 

To schedule an appointment: 
Call 1-800-733-2767 or 
go to www.redcross.org 

 
CONDOLENCES 
Condolences to Ruth Warfield and 
family at the death of her brother-
in-law John Heddens, 87, who lived 
at Luther Oaks in Bloomington, IL. 
 
Condolences to Earline Wisher, 
Kevin and Peggy Wisher, and Jeff 
and Becky Wisher, and their 
families at the death of Ronald 
Dean Wisher, 83 on April 20, 2020.  
The family had a private graveside 
service at the Harristown Cemetery 
on Monday, April 27.  A memorial 
service will be held at a later date. 
 
THANK YOU 
Thank you for my 4/1/20 birthday 
card from the church via e-mail. 
Much appreciated! 
 
Love, Faye (Logan) 

UPDATED MEMBER INFORMATION 
Shirley Moore has a new e-mail 
address: smmoore425@gmail.com 
Please update your records! 

 
SPECIAL OFFERINGS UPDATE 
Due to the COVID 19 Shelter-in-
Place order, First Pres has elected 
to celebrate Easter Service and One 
Great Hour of Sharing on the first 
Sunday that we are able to meet in 
person. 
 
While originally scheduled for May 
31, the Pentecost Offering will be 
celebrated on a Sunday yet to be 
determined. 
 
You may send ANY Special Offering 
money at any time or wait until the 
specified Sunday to bring in your 
donation. 
 
One Great Hour of Sharing Offering 
How your donations are used: 
36% goes to the Presbyterian 

Hunger Program; 
32% goes to the Presbyterian 

Disaster Assistance; 
32% goes to the Self-Development 

of People 
These three programs work in 
different ways to serve individuals 
and communities in need.  Their 
work fits together to provide 
people with safety, sustenance, and 
hope. 
 
Pentecost Offering 
A gift to the Pentecost Offering 
helps the church encourage, 
develop, and support its young 
people, and also address the needs 
of at-risk children.  
 
Up to 40% of the Pentecost offering 
is used to make an impact in the 
lives of young people our 
community. 
 
The remaining 60% is used to 
support children-at-risk, youth, and 
young adults through ministries of 
the Presbyterian Mission Agency. 



May Birthdays 
 

Harriet Sadowski – 2  

Jane Spires – 2  

Clara Ash – 3  

Sarah Montgomery – 4  

Stephen Moore – 4  

Sarah Wakeland – 5  

Judy Locke – 7  

Lori Shimizu – 8  

Chris Foster – 9  

JeanEva Smallwood – 10  

Sally Krigbaum – 11  

Miles Anderson – 15  

Nina Page – 15  

Betty Ann Davidson – 16  

Connie May – 19 

Ruth Sublett – 21  

David Sadowski – 22  

Annie Locke – 24  

SuEllen Brauer – 27 

Terry Hogg – 28  

Benjamin Young – 28  

Shannon Delaney – 30  

Skip Mathieson – 31  

 

May Volunteers 
 

Money Counters:  
Susie Marshall & Judy Steele 
 
Tower Notes Folder:  
Jane Oaster & Pat Watts 
 

 
 

Early June Birthdays 
 

Carol Dixon – 2  
Denise Porter – 4 
Carmyn Streich – 4  
Ethan Frech – 5 
Verlyn Rosenberger – 5 
Claire Taylor – 5 
Nadine Wimmer – 5 
Tom Force – 6 
Carolyn Meyer – 6 
Noah Gillespie – 7  
Lindsey Holler – 8 

Prayer Concerns  
 

Please Pray For: 
• Nikolas Allen (Jim Lycan’s grandson) 

• Larry Boyer (Brenda Aymer’s father) 

• Sheryl Bullock (Richard Sublett’s former co-worker) 

• Earl Carpunky 

• Penny Cox (Robert & Nancy Anderson’s Daughter) 

• Don Diller (former member) 

• Nancy Force 

• Carol Fuller 

• Anne Hostetler 

• Judy Kuypers 

• Yvonne Lewis 

• Zack Long (John & Jane Oaster friend) 

• Brian MacKay (Lori Shimizu’s cousin) 

• Regina Mitchell (Marsha DeVore’s friend) 

• Miley Palmer 

• Lisa Peterson (Sandy Peterson’s sister) 

• Mary Ann Platt 

• Marcia Prembroke (Kathy Beube’s  
daughter-in-law) 

• Lisa Robinson (Chuck & Cathy Force’s Niece) 

• Donita Rotz (Hagymasy/Cirks family friend) 

• Zach Long (John & Jane Oaster’s friend) 

• Alex Voerman (Ruth Warfield’s grandson) 

• Austin Wells (George Wells’ nephew) 

• Bill Winters (Mary Turner’s brother) 
 

Care Facilities: 
▪ Larry Boyer (Brenda Aymer’s father) 
▪ Marguerite Curtis (former member) 
▪ Elvon Fulton (Verlyn Rosenberger’s brother) 
▪ Bill Grieve 
▪ Mary Ann Grohne 
▪ Thomas Hostetler 
▪ James Kettelkamp (former member) 
▪ Gini Maines 
▪ Earline Wisher 
▪ Betty Zeaman 
 

 

Dear God, Tonight I pray for my friends. 

You know their needs like no one else knows. 

You know the ones that have secret pain, 

worries & fears. You are even aware of the 

loneliness some are feeling right now. 

I pray you comfort them. Bless them & heal them 

everywhere they hurt. Refill them with your 

strength and restore their hope as they sleep. 

In Jesus Name. Amen!   
Facebook.com/naeemcallaway 

 

Helping Others 
 

First Sunday: 
Non-perishable food items 
are given to the North -east 
Community Fund. 
 

Good Neighbor Box: 
Donate used adult and 
children books, snacks, 
weather appropriate 
clothing, and any other 
useful items.  
 

Eyeglasses: Used eyeglasses 
are mailed to Volunteer 
Optometric Services to 
Humanity (VOSH) and are 
then distribute to VOSH 
chapters who “provide the 
of vision and quality eye 
health to people 
worldwide.” 
 

Dove Collection Box: We 
collect full-size personal 
hygiene items for the Dove’s 
Women’s Domestic Abuse 
Shelters. 
 

Oasis Day Center: We 
collect travel-size personal 
hygiene items and other 
items of basic need for the 
homeless in Decatur. 
 

Quarters for Elmwood:  The 
quarters collected are used 
by the Elmwood residence to 
do their laundry in the 
complex.   
 

Box Tops for Education:  Box 
Tops are collected for 
Kemmerer and used to 
purchases items for the 
children.  There is now ap 
you can download to your 
smart phone.  No cutting, 
just scan and send! 
 

New Greeting Cards: We 
collect these for local nursing 
homes. 
 

Used Card Fronts: We collect 
these for local preschools. 
 

Used Ink Cartridges:  These 
are recycled, and the “credit” 
used to purchase office 
supplies for the church. 



SPRING ABOUNDS! 
 

                         
                                           
 
 
                                                           
     
 
 


