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Becoming a Matthew 25 Church 
 

Matthew 25:40:  “Jesus replied: ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are 
members of my family, you did it to me.’” 

 
At the Session meeting on Saturday, it was decided that we would become a Matthew 25 Church.  At the 
222nd (2016) and 223rd (2018) General Assemblies of the PC(USA), it was decided to challenge all churches 
in the PC(USA) to embrace Jesus’ call in Matthew 25:31-46 to take our living faith into our communities 
and the world.  The Matthew 25 vision calls for the PC(USA) – from members to mid councils (Presbytery’s 
& Synods) – to be actively engaged in their communities by working towards : 

o building congregational vitality 
o dismantling structural racism 
o eradicating systemic poverty 

 
To be a Matthew 25 Church means that we are committed to pouring love, energy and action into one or 
more of these three focuses.   
 
Below is the symbol used for the Matthew 25 Vision: 
 

The circular shape represents unity and equality. Like God, a circle has no beginning 
and no end, symbolizing our continuing effort to help one another.  The shape also 
suggests a globe, pointing to our engagement with the world. 
 
The three interlocking figures represent the equality of all people without gender or 
race bias.  They have their arms around each other, symbolizing friendship, 
protection and service.  The number three suggests the three focus areas of 
congregational vitality, structural racism and systemic poverty, as well as the 
Trinity. 
 

The color palette is bright, lively, friendly and energetic — suggestive of our active commitment. 
 
Finally, the legend “Matthew 25” below the symbol is the literal identification of the mark. We use a 
handwritten font to make the point that active engagement in the world requires human effort. 
 
The Session, and Bob and I look forward to exploring how we will accept this challenge of bringing Christ’s 
vision of love, compassion and justice to our Decatur Community and the world. 
 
Pastor Jean 

 

The next Tower Notes article due date: 
Articles for the February 26th issue (March Events) are due by noon on Wednesday February 19, 2020. 
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2019 Contribution Statements:  The 2019 Contribution 
Statements were mailed out week of January 13.  If you 
did not receive a statement, or cannot locate yours, call 
the office to have another copy sent. 
 
Stand Up For Grace Collection Box:  We are collecting 
new pens, pencils, crayons, band-aids, antibiotic lotion, 
toothbrushes, and tee-shirts in all sizes in the Library for 
SUFG. Letters for the children may also be placed in the 
box.  PLEASE HAVE ALL DONATIONS IN THE BOX BY 
FEBRUARY 2, 2020. 
 
Sweet Treats for Good Sam: Donations of pre-wrapped 
treats such as Little Debbie Nutty Bars, Oatmeal Pies, Rice 
Krispie Treats, etc. may be left in plastic bins in the 
kitchen by NO LATER THAN WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 5.  
Thank you!  Your support is always appreciated.   
 
Taizé Worship:  Need some respite in the middle of your 
busy life? Come to Taizé for quiet time, reflection, 
contemplation, peaceful music, prayer and more.  The 
next Taizé Service is Wednesday, February 5, 2020. 
 
Just Flicks: Just flicks will be showing Summer in the 
Forest on Sunday, February 9 in the Dining Room at 6 p.m.  

This 2017 film 
follows the story of 
four developmentally 
disabled men who 
thrive in L’Arche, a 
commune located on 
the edge of forest 
near Paris.  It was 

founded by the philosopher and humanitarian Jean 
Vanier, who helped found L’Arche communities in 37 
countries.  Don Martin will be the discussion leader and 
refreshments are provided. 
 
Many thanks to so many church friends who came to 
either my pre-birthday reception on November 16 or to 
my 'meet & greet' reception with family present in the 
Gathering Room of our church on December 1, my actual 
birth date 90 years ago.  Special thanks to those of you 
who helped in so many ways, setting up the dining room. 
helping serve the cake and punch, etc., manning the sign-
in table, taking great photos, and assisting the clean-up 
after both events.  I also appreciated the many cards I 
received those days or in the mail before and after.  So 
thanks again. 
 
Paul Rosenberger 
 
 

 
Thank you (First Presbyterian Church) for lending us your 
piano for our Salvation Army piano event.  It was with 
your support that the event was a success.  (With the 
matching funds, over $27,000 was raised at the Helping 
Hands at Home Piano Concert.) 
 
Kyle Karsten 
 
A special thank you to Claire Nicholson, the choir, the 
musicians, and everyone that worked so hard on the 
performance of “Christmas Dreams!”  It  was a beautiful 
and touching service.  What a fitting memorial to my 
Mom, Nan Williams, her First Presbyterian Family, and 
her favorite Sunday of the year!  Thanks to all who 
donated in her memory and helped to make this possible! 
 
Bob and Diane Dunn 
 
Possible Overnight Housing Need:  PENDING SESSION 
APPROVAL, overnight housing may be needed for 
approximately 70 youth on Thursday, March 19.  Please 
consider your availability and watch for details as more 
information becomes available.  Thank you! 
 
“Think Spring Seeds” Event Coming in February 

Seeds saved from last year’s parking lot 
forest will be given away on Sunday, 
February 16 and 23 in the Gathering 
Room.  They grow readily and easily 
either by planting them ahead indoors in 
March or by directly sowing them 
outside in April.  

  
Check out some printed photos of insects you might 
attract with Crackerjack Marigolds, the tallest variety 
available, growing to 3 feet or more. 
  
Also available will be some Blue Hyssop 
seeds from the west parking lot garden. 
  
More than 200 slides of the seasons of 
blooms at First Presbyterian from 2019 
will be shown on a TV screen during the seed giveaway as 
well.  Stop by and enjoy, ask questions, take seeds.   
  
Think spring … seeds!  
 
BOGUS e-mails from the Pastor:  Remember, do not 
open any e-mails from the pastors or the church unless 
they come from one of these e-mail addresses: 
fpdec@comcast.net; twopastors@hotmail.com; 
bobwollen@gmail.com; or jeanswoll@gmail.com. 
 
 



 

2020 Lenten Soup Suppers and Class Schedule 
This year’s Lenten season will offer 
something for everyone – food, 
fellowship, and learning!  
 

Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, February 26, with a 
worship service in the Chapel at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Soup suppers will be offered on five consecutive 
Wednesdays, March 4 through April 1, at 6:15-7:00 p.m. 
in the dining room.  These suppers will be followed by a 
class from 7:00–7:45 , also in the dining room.  This 
allows choir members to participate in everything after 
choir practice. 
 
With everyone’s help there will be a simple meal of 
donated soups to go with bread, veggie tray, fruit and 
drinks. A sign-up sheet will be in the Gathering Room for 
volunteers to donate a large crock of soup, set up, clean 
up or be on the dishwashing team. Mark your calendars 
now to be a part of this Lenten group which combines 
Christian Education with thoughtful discussions, delicious 
food and great fellowship.  
 
Christmas Joy Offering:  In 2019, $1,915 was collected 
during the Christmas Joy Offering.  These funds were 
send to the Presbytery to help support leadership of the 
past, present, and future.  Thank you! 
 
Christmas Card Lane Competition: Thank 
you to everyone who voted for the First 
Pres entry to the competition.  While we 
did not win any prize money, we truly 
appreciate the support.  The card will be 
proudly displayed outside our church in 
the near future. 
 
Mission Complete! Oasis Day Center 
For the month of December the Mission committee 
paired with the Deacons in support of our Oasis ministry.  
It was a great success as we collected approximately six 
large garbage bags full and a number of boxes of items to 
take to Oasis.  Some of the items collected were socks, 
underwear, coffee, hot chocolate mixes, soaps, 
shampoos, Ramen noodles, and numerous other items. 
As always Jeff and the staff there were very appreciative 
for all the donations as they arrived just in time for their 
Christmas exchange at Oasis.  What a generous group of 
people we have here at First Pres! 
 
Quarters for Elmwood:  In January, another $102 in 
quarters were delivered to Dove for the residents of 
Elmwood to use for the laundry machines.  Thank you! 
 

 

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS: 
In addition to receiving the monthly reports of the 
treasurer, standing committees, and program staff, at its 
stated meeting on January 25, 2020, Session 

• removed account #4125 – Memorials from the 
Operating Budget and use accounts #4215 – 
Temporary Memorials Income and #6915 – 
Temporary Memorials Expense instead. 

• updated to $382,151 the 2020 Operating Budget 
line item #4010.  (This change reflects 2020 
pledges received.  This will result in a deficit 
budget of $2,722 for the 2020 Operating Budget.) 

• added lines to the 2020 Operating budget:  
#4140-40 – Mission Trip Income and #6440 – 
Mission Trip Expense. 

• moved the Music Intern line item along with the 
budget amount of $1,145 from Worship & Music 
(#6870) budget to Personnel section 1099 
Employees (#5465). 

• donated $2,000 to Stand Up For Grace using 
remaining Mission Outreach Funds from 2019. 

• concurred with the Presbytery of Chicago’s 
overture On Re-Affirming Our Commitment to 
Gun Violence Prevention to the 224th General 
Assembly (2020) of the Presbyterian Church 
(USA), referred the overture and our concurrence 
to the Presbytery of Southeastern Illinois’ 
Committee on Bills and Overtures for their 
concurrence, and agreed to make the referral of 
the overture to the Presbytery of Southeastern 
Illinois’ Committee on Bills and Overtures for 
their concurrence in advance of the February 15, 
2020 Presbytery meeting. 

• sent the proceeds from pecan sales to 
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, designated for 
Puerto Rico Earthquake Relief. 

• hired DRS Sound Inc. to install Hearing Loop 
Technology at a cost of $12,450 (plus travel and 
lodging expenses), pending a finance plan 
developed by the Finance Committee. 

• set an Ash Wednesday worship service for 
February 26, 2020 at 7:00 PM in the Chapel. 

• set a Maundy Thursday worship service for April 
9, 2020 at 7:00 PM in the Chapel. 

• enrolled in the PC(USA)’s Matthew 25 Project.  

• created a “Weird Church” task force to be made 
up by persons to be named at the February 
Session meeting.  

 
 



Adult Ministry Update on Mass Incarceration 
Last spring the Everyday Issues Adult Ministry class 
looked at the status of Mass Incarceration in the United 
States. We learned a lot about what has led to the huge 
numbers of Americas in our prisons and jails and 
especially the significantly disproportionate number of 
African-American males who are incarcerated. A number 
of factors have led to these high numbers and we spent 
time with several members of the Central Illinois 
community who are involved with the criminal justice 
system to get their perspectives on the local situation.  
 
It was encouraging to find that as a group they do a 
number of things to try to avoid sending people to prison. 
They all agreed that the elimination of so many mental 
health services over the past 40 years have been a 
significant factor in people going to prison. 
Unfortunately, incarceration does not help mentally ill 
people resolve their issues, so when they are released, 
they often have the same kind of problems they had prior 
to their incarceration.  
 
We also looked at methods of incarceration in other 
countries and some new methods in the United States 
that do have positive results from incarceration. The 
design of these  initiatives and how they approach 
implementing the design are very different from our 
traditional approaches to imprisonment. But they are also 
much more successful. One system is called Healing 
Justice. As part of our study last spring the church 
purchased a DVD called Healing Justice that is now 
available for checkout in our library.  
 

 
 
We also talked about things we can do to try to help 
reduce the numbers of persons who are incarcerated. We 
all agreed that having a District Attorneys who 
understand the shortcomings of incarceration and who is 
open to new approaches to incarceration is very 
important. This spring, there will be an election of a new 
District Attorney for Macon County. We encourage all 
members of the community to get to know the 
candidates and to engage them in discussions regarding 
their views on incarceration practices to be able to make 
an informed selection in voting, but also to make it clear 
to all candidates that there is a need for creative 
approaches in dealing with people who break the law, 
rather than relying solely on a system that does not 
return persons to society better equipped than when 
they went to jail.  

Dryers needed for Elmwood Apartments 
At the last Elmwood I, Inc board 
meeting we focused quite a bit on the 
condition of the building, the 
apartments, and the appliances.  We 
learned about some of the steps taken 
in the past 12 months to make the 
building more secure for all the 

tenants.  They are putting in a camera system to view and 
record who comes in and out of the building, as well as 
installing a keyless entry to the main doors and all the 
apartments.  We also learned that the 2 dryers down in 
the basement need to be replaced.  Tenants say that they 
take hours to dry any clothes, and one of the dryers is 
held together with duct tape.  The Board thought this was 
certainly a need that we the members of First 
Presbyterian could tackle.  So, we are asking for 
donations from the whole congregation so that we can 
purchase 2 new dryers for the Elmwood Apartments.  We 
will be placing a donation box in the Gathering Room in 
the month of February in which you can place donations.  
You also are able to send your donation directly to the 
church office, earmarked in the lower left corner “Dryers 
for Elmwood.”  It is very frustrating for the tenants when 
it takes hours to dry their clothes, and it impedes the 
availability of the machines being open for all the tenants 
when needed.  Let’s help our neighbors in the Elmwood 
Apartments with new dryers in the laundry area.   
 
2020 Mission Trip Planned for May 31st – June 5th 
There is still time to sign-up for the 2020 Mission Trip.  
This year we are going to be heading to Memphis, 
Tennessee to do ministry and mission with Praying 
Pelican Missions.   
 
Praying Pelican Missions 
partners with local 
churches in 14 countries 
and 14 US cities.  The process is designed to pair our 
mission team/group with the right mission partners so 
that we will utilize our skills and abilities to their fullest.   
 
We will leave for Memphis on Sunday, May 31st and begin 
work on Monday, June 1st.  We will work Monday – 
Thursday and then head back to Decatur on Friday, June 
5th.  The cost per person is $240.00 – this includes all of 
our lodging and all of our meals.  We hope to do some 
fund raising to lower the cost for each person.  Look for 
sign-up sheets in the Gathering Room.  Come and be a 
part of our 2020 Mission Adventure. If you have any 
questions or would like more information, please speak 
with Pastor Jean, or attend our next planning meeting on 
Tuesday, February 11 at 6:30 p.m.  



 
Landscaping Remodel Project Continues in 2020 
 

You may have noticed that the landscaping 
outdoors went through some changes and 
updates in 2019.  It is part of our on-going 
remodeling project that will continue this year. 

  
Thanks to a strong history of volunteers, our gardens are 
easily being adapted instead of having to build them from 
scratch, says Rick Koetje who headed up the efforts 
around the church building last year.   
  
The goal of our garden continues that it be a haven of 
peace and reflection thanks to our shade trees and flower 
beds, already augmented by the peace pole and the 
donation box.  Rick notes that many who work downtown 
comment about choosing to park in our lot or walk by our 
church to enjoy the serenity. 
  
In fact, some have stopped by to talk and inquire about 
the church.  One person was able to find a lost key on our 
steps, with the resulting rejoicing being like the widow 
who found the lost coin.  Or the business person who 
loved picking our super hot ornamental peppers to eat, 
not just admire.  Or children from Elmwood being curious 
and excited to learn about the aroma of some of our 
flowers and leaves.  Or people curious about the inside of 
our church based on what they enjoy outside. 
  
Our landscaping is a statement about creation, climate 
change, and stewardship. 
 
The newer plants being added are known to adapt to 
drought and to require lower water use.  We are adding 
varieties that bloom more and longer.  Some of our plants 
are heirloom, while others are new hybrids.  Biodiversity 
is key in the selections as well as drawing beneficial 
insects for pollination.   
  
Sue Grieve has also been working primarily to spruce up 
the Elmwood Apartments yard as our “adopted area” to 
spread the joy of blooms.  You may have noticed the 
removal of the big evergreens so that it is easier to see 
when exiting the parking lot there.   
  
Sue is also directing the plans for stone edging around the 
tree by the church sign and to replace the wood edging 
with the same stone along the south side below the 
cross. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Meanwhile in the back parking lot, Terry Hogg reports 
that on the sunny side of the park bench, common and 
butterfly milkweed were new this past summer.  Planted 
for two years, Cheyenne Spirit is a dwarf-like coneflower 
with a variety of warm pastel colored blooms.  All three 
are drought resistant pollinators. Monarchs particularly 
like to lay their eggs on common milkweed.    
  
On the shady side of the park bench, he will add a new 
tricolor tradescantia or spiderwort "Moses in a basket" 
and alternantheria or Joseph’s coat "Purple 
Waffle."  Beside these two foliage standouts will be 
emerald green French curled parsley.  Hopefully that 
plant will draw some yellow swallowtail butterflies. 
  
Terry also notes that the island in the parking lot's far end 
is a perfect spot for taller pollinators.  One of which will 
be anise hyssop.   If you squeeze one of the purple spike 
blooms, you will inhale a refreshing breath of licorice.   
  
Coming this spring, we hope to enjoy the 600+ flower 
bulbs added last fall, most of those being on the barren 
east side.  It is a significant goal to make the east side 
bloom, something we are working on with near biblical 
fervor!  Additional landscaping will be added there this 
coming spring as well. 
  
Our outdoor team of three would like to thank those who 
assisted us in 2019:  Craig Mandernach for substituting on 
the water duties, Verlyn Rosenberger for maintaining the 
petunia pots, Norm and Lori Jensen for donating some 
bulbs they bought while in the Netherlands, Barbara 
Keagle and Lori Jensen for providing winter décor in our 
pots.  Thank you! 
  
{By the way, the most frequently asked question last year 
was, “What kind of plant is in the pots by the main entry, 
the plant with a fuzzy top?”  That would be dwarf 
papyrus!} 
  
Next month’s article will include a preview of the 
remodeled east side plan as well as what type of bulbs 
you may enjoy there in the spring! 
 
 
 



Calendar 
 

Sunday, February 2 
Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 

First Sunday 
 9:45 Christian Education Hour 
 11:00 One Table Worship Service 
 12:15 Deacon’s Meeting 
 

Monday, February 3 
 10:00 Parish Visitors Meeting 
 6:00 Peacemaking Meeting 
 6:30 Mission Meeting 
 7:00 Worship & Music Meeting 
 

Tuesday, February 4 
 5:00 Handbell Practice 
 

Wednesday, February 5 
 10:30 Backpack Assembly 
 1:00 Wednesday Bible Study 
 5:15 Choir Practice 
 6:15 Taizé Worship Service 
 

Thursday, February 6 
Office Closed 

 9:00 Volunteers at Good Sam 
 5:00 Soul Friendship Meeting 

Sunday, February 9 
 8:45 NewSong Worship Service 
 9:00 Good Sam Sunday 
 9:45 Christian Education 
 11:00 Sanctuary Worship Service 
 6:00 Just Flicks –  

Summer in the Forest 
 

Monday, February 10 
 10:00 Prayer Shawl Group 
 3:30 Administration Meeting 
 5:00 Adult Ministry Meeting 
 5:00 Finance Meeting 
 6:30 Facilities Meeting 
 

Tuesday, February 11 
 5:00 Handbell Practice 
 6:30 Mission Trip Planning Mtg. 
 

Wednesday, February 12 
 10:30 Backpack Assembly 
 3:00 Elmwood Meeting 
 5:15 Evangelism & Membership 
 5:15 Choir Practice 
 

Thursday, February 13 
Office Closed 

 
Sunday, February 16 
 8:45 NewSong Worship Service 
 9:00 Spring Seed Giveaway 
 9:45 Christian Education 
 11:00 Sanctuary Worship Service 
 

Monday, February 17 
 7:00 Session Meeting 
 

Tuesday, February 18 
 11:30 Ecumenical Pastors Lunch 
 3:30 Health Ministry Meeting 
 5:00 Handbell Practice 
 

Wednesday, February 19 
Tower Note Articles Due! 

 10:30 Backpack Assembly 
 1:00 Wednesday Bible Study 
 5:15 Choir Practice 
 

Thursday, February 20 
Office Closed 

Sunday, February 23 
 8:45 NewSong Worship Service 
 9:00 Spring Seed Giveaway 
 9:45 Christian Education 
 11:00 Sanctuary Worship Service 
 

Monday, February 24 
 10:00 Prayer Shawl Group 
 

Tuesday, February 25 
 5:00 Handbell Practice 
 

Wednesday, February 26 
Ash Wednesday 

 8:30 Tower Notes Folders 
 10:30 Backpack Assembly 
 1:00 Wednesday Bible Study 
 5:15 Choir Practice 
 7:00 Ash Wednesday Service 
 

Thursday, February 27 
Office Closed 

 10:30 First Friends at FUM 
 5:30 Women’s Night Out 

at Benny’s Grille 

 
Updating Prayer Concerns: 
If you have loved one who is listed 
in the Prayer Concerns, please 
remember to give the church an 
update on their status!  Thank you! 

New Address: 
Judy Kuypers  
15424 W. 163rd St. 
Homer Glen, IL 60491 
 
New Contact Information: 
David Michl 
Cell – (630) 951-1321 
dlm3165@gmail.com 
 

Condolences: 

• Belatedly to the family and 
friends on the death of former 
Assistant Pastor Barbara Battin 
on May 6, 2019. 

• Judy Steele and family on the 
death of her mother, Jean Peak 
on Wednesday, December 18, 
2019. 

• Joli & Andy Cirks and family on 
the death of Andy’s uncle, John 
Hermann on Wednesday, 
December 18, 2019. 

• Family and friends on the death 
of Margaret “Peggy” Madden on 
Saturday, December 21, 2019. 

• Family and friends of Naomi 
Davis on her death on Friday, 
January 20, 2020.  The Memorial 
Service is Saturday, February 15 
at 11 a.m. at the church with the 
family greeting people following 
the service. 

 

February 
Blood Donation Dates 

 

To schedule call 1-800-733-2767, or 
online at www.redcross.org 

 
Red Cross Blood Donation Center 
▪ Every Tuesday in Feb.; 12-6 pm 
▪ Saturday, Feb. 29; 10-2 pm 
 
St. Teresa High School 
▪ Friday, Feb. 7; 9-1 pm 
 
Argenta Bridge Church, 520 W. Elm. 
▪ Tuesday, Feb. 4; 1:45-6 pm 
 
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
▪ Monday, Feb. 17; 12:30-5:30p 
 
MacArthur High School 
▪ Thursday, Feb. 27; 8:30-1:30 pm 



February Birthdays 
 

Jill Williams – 1 
Debbie Patterson – 4  
Barbara Hostetler – 7 
Holly Oaster – 8 
Ryan Holler – 9 
Ray Landon – 9 
Norm Jensen – 11 
Chung-Ha Kim – 11 
Jon Locke – 11  
Connie Requarth – 12 
Craig Mandernach – 14 
Donald Wachter – 16 
Rob Eytchison – 17 
Eric Mason – 18 
Kyle Mason – 18 
Brenda Delaney – 22 
Susan Grieve – 22 
Judy Blankenship – 24 
Joe Houston – 25 
Mary Ann Grohne – 26 
Earline Wisher – 28 

 
 

February Volunteers 
 

Money Counters:  
Susie Marshall 
Judy Steele 
 
Tower Notes Folders:  
Jeanne Helm 
Betsy Tietz 

 
 

Volunteers Needed 
 

Sunday Greeters: 
Sundays 10:45 – 11ish   

Childcare Volunteers:  
Sundays 10:45 – noon   

Food & Fellowship Host:  
Sundays 9:15-11:00 

 

Prayer Concerns  
 

Please Pray For: 
• Nikolas Allen (Jim Lycan’s grandson) 

• Larry Boyer (Brenda Aymer’s father) 

• Sheryl Bullock (Richard Sublett’s former co-worker) 

• Earl Carpunky 

• Penny Cox (Robert & Nancy Anderson’s Daughter) 

• Don Diller (former member) 

• Nancy Force 

• Carol Fuller 

• Anne Hostetler 

• Judy Kuypers 

• Yvonne Lewis 

• Zack Long (John & Jane Oaster friend) 

• Brian MacKay (Lori Shimizu’s cousin) 

• Gib Maines 

• Regina Mitchell (Marsha DeVore’s friend) 

• Lisa Peterson (Sandy Peterson’s sister) 

• Charlie Platt 

• Mary Ann Platt 

• Lisa Robinson (Chuck & Cathy Force’s Niece) 

• Donita Rotz (Hagymasy/Cirks family friend) 

• Zach Long (John & Jane Oaster’s friend) 

• Alex Voerman (Ruth Warfield’s grandson) 

• Austin Wells (George Wells’ nephew) 

• Bill Winters (Mary Turner’s brother) 
 

Care Facilities: 
▪ Larry Boyer (Brenda Aymer’s father) 
▪ Marguerite Curtis (former member) 
▪ Elvon Fulton (Verlyn Rosenberger’s brother) 
▪ Bill Grieve 
▪ Mary Ann Grohne 
▪ James Kettelkamp (former member) 
▪ Gini Maines 
▪ Ron & Earline Wisher 
▪ Betty Zeaman 
 
 

 

Dear God, Tonight I pray for my friends. 

You know their needs like no one else knows. 

You know the ones that have secret pain, 

worries & fears. You are even aware of the 

loneliness some are feeling right now. 

I pray you comfort them. Bless them & heal them 

everywhere they hurt. Refill them with your 

strength and restore their hope as they sleep. 

In Jesus Name. Amen!   
 

Facebook.com/naeemcallaway 
 

Helping Others 
 

First Sunday: 
Non-perishable food items 
are given to the North -
east Community Fund. 
 
Good Neighbor Box: 
Donate used adult and 
children books, snacks, 
weather appropriate 
clothing, and any other 
useful items.  
 
Dove Collection Box: We 
collect personal items for 
the Dove’s Domestic Abuse 
Shelters. 
 
Oasis Day Center: We 
collect trial size personal 
items and clothing for the 
homeless population in 
Decatur 
 
Quarters for Elmwood:  
The quarters collected are 
used by the Elmwood 
residence to do their 
laundry in the complex.  
The laundry money then 
goes to Dove for the 
Elmwood building fund for 
routine repairs. 
 
Box Tops for Education:  
Our friends at Kemmerer 
Village are the recipients of 
all the Box Tops for 
Education that are donated.  
Funds from the Box tops 
are used to purchase items 
such as library books, 
school decorations, 
incentive trips such as 
movies and bowling, school 
store items such as candy, 
blankets, basketballs, and 
PE equipment. 
 
 



 


