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Peace Notes is distributed three or four times a year by the Peacemaking Committee. Its articles are intended to be 
thought-provoking and consciousness-raising, as well as informative about peacemaking efforts of the Presbyterian 
Church (U.S.A.) and First Presbyterian Church. Viewpoints expressed do not necessarily reflect positions of the 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) or our local congregation. Thanks to all who contributed to this issue.  

Peace Notes 
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH * 204 WEST PRAIRIE *  

DECATUR, ILLINOIS 62523-1295 

Good News for the Earth’s Friends 
 

In this issue of Peace Notes, we bring stories of positive environmental actions from Macon 
County, across the country, and around and above the world. Locally, Connie Requarth describes 
earth-friendly gardens, and Paul and Verlyn Rosenberger provide a guide to Decatur area 
environmental organizations. On the national level, Phyllis McPherron writes of a lawsuit 
challenging fossil fuels, and Verlyn list books of interest. Internationally, you’ll read good news from 
Pixie Fennessey (Kenya), Jim Rauff (Guiyu), and Fred Spannaus (Palestine). And Fred brings 
happiness from high above the earth in the ozone layer. 

Kenya’s Fight to Improve the Environment 
By Pixie Fennessey 
 

When I first arrived in Kenya, in 2005, I was sent to live in Kayole,  
one of the 66 slum districts in the city of Nairobi. Nairobi is around  
3.5 million in population, and Kenya itself is close to 48 million.  

Plastic bags were everywhere – on the ground, in the rivers, and  
even being eaten by animals. The bags were not reusable or 
biodegradable. Private contractors pick up household waste and  
many times the trash is just tossed in donkey carts, so obviously  
many bags spill onto the ground.  

In Kenya, plastic bags are called ‘flying toilets.” People without 
access to toilets use them to relieve themselves and then throw them 
away. They often aim the sacks at roofs, but many times they land on 
the ground.  

In August of 2017, Kenya passed the world’s harshest laws to eliminate the use of plastic bags. The consequences for 
carrying, manufacturing, or selling plastic bags are up to 4 years imprisonment and a $40,000 fine. Needless to say, 
there is very little pollution from plastic bags now, which has led to cleaner water. Food contamination has also been 
reduced. 

Although this approach is radical, it seems to be working. More communal toilets have been created, which has 
greatly reduced flying toilets. The major problem today for merchants and consumer is the expense of the non-plastic 
bags that are now in use. The creative solutions for the remaining plastic bags are to crochet them into hats and bags. 

Kenya is also continuing to sponsor new tree programs. Wangari Maathai (1940-2011) was a native of Kenya. She 
started the “Green Belt” movement in Kenya, which had the major purpose of planting more trees. 

At one time Kenya had less than 1.7 percent of its land in forest and now has over 6 percent. Ten percent forestation 
will sustain Kenya. Since the Green Belt movement started, over 30 million trees have been planted.  

Maathai was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 2004. Her mission caught on, and now there is a world organization 
trying to plant a billion trees to keep forests alive and growing. 

Wangari Maathai (Green Belt Movement photo) 
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The Transformation of E-Waste Recycling in Guiyu 
By Jim Rauff 
 

E-waste includes old computers, monitors, printers, DVD players, photocopying machines, telephones, phone 
chargers, music speakers, and electronics batteries. Valuable material like copper and cobalt can be extracted from 
this waste, but also included in our electronics are toxic materials like lead, cadmium, beryllium, and mercury.  

Recycling e-waste can be done safely and ecologically, but it takes skill and care. Much of our e-waste has been 
sent overseas for recycling, to places like Guiyu, a small town in Guandong Province, China.  

In 2009, Greenpeace called Guiyu “the largest e-waste disposal site in China and quite possibly the world.” At 
that time, Guiyu was a mess. The town’s streets were lined with piles of e-waste, because people disassembled 
electronics without safety equipment and dumped unwanted materials without regard to the effects that dumping 
had on the environment. Greenpeace reported that the workers of Guiyu “live and work in the same dirty 
conditions, contaminated by heavy metals and toxic pollution. The groundwater in Guiyu is undrinkable.” 

Moved by the bad press, public pressure, and concern for its own burgeoning e-waste problem, the Chinese 
government and the local businesses of Guiyu worked, albeit not always cooperatively, to clean up the town. China 
banned the importation of e-waste and began construction of a modern central disassembling facility (CDF) in 
Guiyu.  

Several dozen independent recycling workshops moved to the CDF. Wholesale recycling was replaced by highly 
specialized recycling with expert knowledge specific to the type of waste to be processed.  

Today, the transformation of the e-waste recycling sector in Guiyu is still far from complete. Tensions persist 
between small enterprises and the formal, nationally sanctioned recyclers, and the recycling processes have not 
yet become completely green.  

In addition, non-Chinese e-waste has been diverted to other countries like Thailand and Ghana, resulting in 
problems similar to those that haunted Guiyu in 2009. However, in 2018, “Guiyu has been largely cleaned up and 
turned into an exemplary case of positive transformation.” 

(Information for this article taken from “Guiyu: An E-Waste Nightmare” (Greenpeace, 2009) and “(Eco)
civilizational politics of the site and the sight of e-waste in China” by Dennis Zuev (Anthropology Today, December 
2018). 

Guiyu, 2015. (Greenpeace photo) 

Guiyu, 2018 
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Juliana v. United States (Climate Change Lawsuit) 
By Phyllis McPherron 

 
When asked about this lawsuit, Juliana v. United States, one 

federal judge said, “This is no ordinary lawsuit.” It started back in 
2015, when it was filed on behalf of 21 kids from various parts of 
the country and various ages. They are trying to get the courts to 
block the U.S. government from continuing use of fossil fuels. 
They say it is causing climate change, endangering their future 
and violating their constitutional rights of life, liberty and 
property. 

When it began, hardly anyone took it seriously, but now four 
years later the Supreme Court has denied two motions from the 
government lawyers to delay or dismiss the case. Also, in that 
time the plaintiffs have collected a large body of evidence (36,000 
pages) that has forced the government to admit that the crisis is 
real. The evidence goes back over 50 years, when the government knew that burning fossil fluids would cause climate 
change. 

This case started in Eugene Oregon, and the lead plaintiff is Kelsey Juliana, who is now a student at the University of 
Oregon. She is the oldest plaintiff. The 21 young persons were recruited from environmental groups across the country by 
Julia Olson, an Oregon lawyer and executive director of a nonprofit legal organization called “Our Children’s Trust.” 

She states, “Clearly, it’s not just the United States that has caused climate change, but the United States is responsible 
for 25 percent of the atmospheric carbon dioxide that has accumulated over the many decades.” 

The next oral arguments in Juliana v. United States are scheduled for June in Portland Oregon. For more information go 
to “60 Minutes” on CBS from March 3, 2019 (https://www.cbsnews.com/news/juliana-versus-united-states-the-climate-
change-lawsuit-that-could-stop-the-u-s-government-from-supporting-fossil-fuels-60-minutes/).  

Plaintiffs rally to support lawsuit (KALW Public Radio photo) 

The Ozone Layer Is Healing 
By Fred Spannaus 
 
     I remember when I first learned that there was a thing called the ozone layer. It was 
in the spring of 1975, and I possessed one of very few subscriptions to a short-lived 
magazine called New Times. 
     The cover story of the March 7 issue made what seemed to be a ludicrous claim. 
Here’s what it said: Aerosol spray cans – which were everywhere – were decimating the 
earth’s atmosphere, specifically something called the “ozone layer” that protects us 
from cancer-causing ultraviolet rays. 
     This assertion was so bizarre that I believed it. For the next few weeks I ran around 
preaching the dangers of aerosol cans to my friends, who were generally way left-of-
center. But despite their liberal leanings, they listened politely, nodded sympathetically, 
and promptly changed the subject.  
     Of course, it turned out a decade later that New Times was, as we said in those days, 
“right on.” By 1985 scientists had conclusively demonstrated ozone depletion, and “in 
1987 the Montreal protocol was signed, binding world governments to reduce and 
phase out the harmful chemicals identified as causing the problem” (Guardian, 
November 5, 2018). 
     Now for the good news: The Montreal protocol worked! The same Guardian article 
says, “The ozone layer is showing signs of continuing recovery from man-made 
damage.”  

The mandatory reduction in emissions of CFC (chlorofluorocarbon) gases – the offending chemical in aerosol sprays – has 
allowed the earth’s atmosphere to begin healing itself. 

The article continued with this: “The ozone layer over the northern hemisphere and mid-latitudes should heal completely by 
the 2030s, if current rates are sustained. Over the southern hemisphere and in the more problematic polar regions, recovery will 
take longer, until the middle of this century in the former and about 2060 in the latter case.” 

So let’s celebrate one important victory in the fight to save our planet from ourselves. 

https://www.cbsnews.com/news/juliana-versus-united-states-the-climate-change-lawsuit-that-could-stop-the-u-s-government-from-supporting-fossil-fuels-60-minutes/
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/juliana-versus-united-states-the-climate-change-lawsuit-that-could-stop-the-u-s-government-from-supporting-fossil-fuels-60-minutes/
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The Positive Effects of Gardening  
 
By Connie Requarth 
 

In the past several years, we have seen some 
innovative ideas put into action in the gardening arena 
that have environmental implications as well. 

Good Samaritan Inn’s Mercy Garden program teaches 
an urban garden component to its students. At least six 
acres of land scattered around the Union Street location 
have been converted to garden plots. Not only are the 
students learning to grow, harvest, and eat healthier 
foods, they produce enough to supply thousands of 
pounds for use in the noon meal program at the Inn. That 
cuts down on transporting and processing foods, which is 
better for our environment. They are using greenhouses 
to extend the growing season, and have developed some 
native flower beds to attract pollinators. 

The Master Gardeners have maintained a native 
garden on the south side of the Decatur Public Library for 
14 years as a way to inform the public about native 
plants—their variety, beauty, and ease of care. They 
include grasses like Indian Grass, Little & Big Blue Stem, 
and Prairie Dropseed. They also grow wildflowers, such as 
Bee Balm, Ironweed, Compass Plant, Cup Plant, and 
Baptisia. 

Two additional native flower gardens are beginning 
their third year in our community, featuring many of the 
same plants as the Library Garden. The garden at Rock 
Springs exhibits a more formal setting to showcase 
flowers that might be used for home landscaping, with 
signage for viewer education. The garden at the Lincoln 
Homestead State Park west of town will demonstrate 
plants that may have been used in Lincoln’s day.  

The advantages of using native plants are many. In 
addition to restoring biodiversity, they: 
• require little fertilization and far fewer pesticides; 
• need less water and tend to develop deep root 

systems that prevent erosion; 
• help reduce air pollution; 
• provide shelter and food for wildlife; and 
• tend to be low maintenance as well as beautiful. 

Mercy Gardens (Decatur Herald & Review photo)  

Recommended Books about Nature and  
Our Environment 

 
By Verlyn Rosenberger 

 
Note: these are books that I own and represent just a 

small number of the many environmental books 
available. 
 

A Sand County Almanac by Aldo Leopold, 1949 

Gift from the Sea by Anne Morrow Lindbergh, 1955 

Silent Spring by Rachel Carson, 1962 

Silence of the Songbirds by Bridget Stutchbury, 2007 

Last Child in the Woods: Saving Our Children from 
Nature-Deficit Disorder by Richard Louv, 2005 

Bringing Nature Home: How You Can Sustain Wildlife 
with Native Plants by Douglas W. Tallamy, 2007 

Exploring Nature in Illinois by Michael Jeffords & Susan 
Post, 2014 

Curious Encounters with the Natural World from Grumpy 
Spiders to Hidden Tigers by Michael Jeffords & Susan 
Post, 2017 

The Hidden Life of Trees - What They Feel, What They 
Communicate: Discoveries from a Secret World by 
Peter Wohlleben, 2016 

The Inner Life of Animals – Love, Grief, and Compassion: 
Surprising Observations of a Hidden World by Peter 
Wohlleben, 2017 

Astrophysics for People in a Hurry by Neil DeGrasse 
Tyson, 2017 

The Green Bible – Understand the Bible's Powerful 
message for the Earth-NRSV; Foreword by Desmond 
Tutu, 2008 

 

There are many Field Guides to assist people to 
identify plants, animals, rocks, seashells, etc. 
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Olive Trees in Palestine – Rescued by American Jewish Seminarians 

By Fred Spannaus 
 
If anyone thinks of Judaism as a monolithic faith, that 

person need only to consider the work of U.S. Jewish 
seminarians, many of whom replant olive trees in 
occupied territories. These lovely trees were destroyed 
by Jewish settlers. The graduate theology students do 
this as a gesture of peace. 

It’s part of a program run by T’ruah, an American 
organization consisting of rabbis and cantors who work 
for human rights (https://www.truah.org/).  

As described by AP journalist Isabel Debre in February 
2019, “T’ruah offers rabbinical and cantorial students 
spending the academic year in Israel on-the-ground 
experience in human rights issues affecting Israelis, 
Palestinians, and asylum seekers, along with the chance 
to develop a rabbinic voice on human rights in Israel.” 

The seminarians meet with Palestinian villagers, who 
lead them to places where they can replant trees that 
were uprooted by Israeli settlers. As Debre writes, “The 
trees are an ancient Palestinian symbol and a more 
recent victim in the struggle for land with Israeli 
settlers.” 

“The Torah says don’t covet your neighbor’s fields, 
and we’re going to a Palestinian village whose private 
land has been confiscated for the sake of covetous 
Jews building settlements,” according to Rabbi Ian 
Chesir-Teran, a T’ruah rabbinic educator. 

“Most of T’ruah’s membership, and all students in 
the program, are connected to the Reform, 
Reconstructionist and Conservative Jewish 
movements,” writes Debre. “These represent the more 
liberal side of Judaism that makes up the majority of 
American Jews. 

“Though the program is not required, T’ruah says 
about 70 percent of the visiting American rabbinical 
students from the liberal branches of Judaism take 
part.” 

The program does more than plant trees. Students 
visit courts and meet with Palestinian activists to hear 
their experiences with Israeli occupation. As one might 
suspect, the program is viewed with suspicion and 
outright opposition from the ultra-Orthodox wing of 
Judaism, which dominates Israeli religion and 
government. 

But that doesn’t stop T’ruah, according to Debre. She 
writes, “T’ruah is partnering with Breaking the 
Silence—an organization of veteran combatants who 
have served in the Israeli military—to expose the 
public to the reality of everyday life in the occupied 
Palestinian territories.” See https://
www.breakingthesilence.org.il/.  

(T’ruah Website photo) 

https://www.truah.org/
https://www.breakingthesilence.org.il/
https://www.breakingthesilence.org.il/
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Local Environmental Organizations 
By Paul & Verlyn Rosenberger 

 
The following are non-profit active membership organizations making a positive difference in Macon County.  They would welcome your support 
in multiple ways. 

 
Decatur Audubon Society 
Mission: The mission of the Decatur Audubon Society (and the National Audubon Society) is to conserve and restore natural ecosystems, focusing 
on birds, other wildlife, and their habitats for the benefit of humanity and the Earth's biological diversity. Website: www.decatur-audubon.org. 
Contact: Melody Arnold, President, phone: 217-972-0587. 

 
Macon County Community Environmental Council 
Mission: To promote conservation, preservation, restoration, and environmental education and awareness in Decatur and Macon County. 
Website: https://www.facebook.com/groups/1376860922538049/. Contact: Judy Parrish, 3939 Nearing Lane, Decatur, IL 62521. 
 
Friends of Lincoln Trails Homestead State Park and Memorial 
Mission: The Friends of Lincoln Trail Homestead State Park and Memorial will work to bring historic preservation of the site to the same standards 
as other Lincoln sites in Illinois. Weaving the Lincoln family history from before, during, and after their critical year here, we will convey to visitors 
aspects of the Lincoln’s story. We aim to engage the public through trail and river access, historic and environmental educational programs, and 
site enhancement. The creation of a sustainable friends group for the park will allow program growth over the years and funding development to 
support our actions. Website: www.facebook.com/Friends-of-Lincoln-Trail-Homestead-State-Park-and-Memorial-1801419123419506/. Contact: 
Judy Parrish, 3939 Nearing Lane, Decatur, IL 62521. Email:  lincolntrailhomestead@gmail.com. 

 
Sustain Our Natural Areas (SONA) 
Mission: SONA will work to inspire citizens and collaborate with local government entities and community organizations to implement ecologically 
sound plans for open spaces and natural areas in Macon County Illinois. Website: www.sona-macon.county.org. Email: rsutman@gmail.com. 

 
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship – A Green Sanctuary Congregation 
Annual Environmental Film Series (usually from January through March). Website: www.uufd.org/about-us/contact/. Phone: 217-864-2843. 

 
Agricultural Watershed Institute (AWI) 
Mission: AWI's mission is to conduct research and educational programs on practices and policies that improve water quality, protect or restore 
ecosystem health, and conserve and manage land and water resources in agricultural watersheds. (Not a membership organization.). Phone: 217-
877-5640. Website: www.facebook.com/agricultural-watershed-institute. Email: info@agwatershed.org. 

 
Illinois Sustainable Ag Partnership 
Mission: SAP’s mission is to create a network to support a systems approach to improve soil health and reduce nutrient loss. Website: 
www.ilsustainableag.org/. Phone: 608-963-2690. Email: info@ilsustainableag.org . 

 
The Nature Conservancy in Illinois 
Mission: TNC works to conserve the lands and waters on which all life depends. Website: www.nature.org/. Phone: 312-580-2100. 
Email: illinois@tnc.org. 

 
The following are tax-supported government agencies. 

 
Macon County Conservation District 
Mission: At the Macon County Conservation District, we know that by taking small steps to restore and preserve our natural world that we are 
making a big impact on the lives of others. It is because of this positive impact that we remain passionate and dedicated to preserve and protect 
native plants and animals, geological features, and historical sites. Whether that means we manually remove invasive plant species, increase the 
awareness of natural restoration through special events, plant trees or native wildflowers, or even implement innovative programs to educate 
and engage the community; it is our mission to support projects that will make a positive effect on the environment around us. Website: 
www.co.macon.il.us/departments/county-board/macon-county-board-appointments/conservation-district/. Phone: 217-423-7708. Email: 
mccd@macconcountyconservation.org. 
 
Macon County Soil & Water Conservation District 
Mission: At Macon County Soil & Water Conservation District, our mission is to work with private landowners and other organizations to help 
prevent and control soil erosion, improve the water quality of local rivers, lakes and streams and to restore and enhance native wildlife habitat. 
Website: www.maconcountyswcd.net/. Phone: 217-877-5670. 
    
Macon County Environmental Management 
Mission: Macon County Environmental Management strives to be your source of information for recycling and waste reduction options in our 
community. Our mission is to assist Macon County residents by providing recycling events, collections and overall assistance in the management 
of the waste stream in the most economical, convenient and environmentally sound manner. Website: www.macongreen.com/. Phone: 217-425-
4505. Email: EnvironmentalManagement@co.macon.il.us.  

http://www.decatur-audubon.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1376860922538049/
http://www.facebook.com/Friends-of-Lincoln-Trail-Homestead-State-Park-and-Memorial-1801419123419506/
mailto:lincolntrailhomestead@gmail.com%0d
http://www.sona-macon.county.org
mailto:rsutman@gmail.com
http://www.uufd.org/about-us/contact/
http://www.facebook.com/agricultural-watershed-institute
mailto:info@agwatershed.org
http://www.ilsustainableag.org/
tel:608-963-2690
mailto:info@ilsustainableag.org%20
http://www.nature.org/
mailto:illinois@tnc.org
http://www.co.macon.il.us/departments/county-board/macon-county-board-appointments/conservation-district/
mailto:mccd@macconcountyconservation.org
http://www.maconcountyswcd.net/
http://www.macongreen.com/
mailto:EnvironmentalManagement@co.macon.il.us 

