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Setting our minds our Divine Things
In the Gospel of Mark 8:31- 33, we find the following verses where Jesus tells the disciples for the first time
what being the Son of Man or the Messiah really entails. Let us listen in on this conversation between
Jesus and the disciples: 31Then Jesus began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great
suffering, and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days
rise again. 32 He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. 33But turning
and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting your
mind not on divine things but on human things.”
We can see that the disciples, and especially Peter, are quite shocked by this information that Jesus shares.
For them, it doesn’t make any sense. The Messiah meant someone coming to power with authority and
might, someone who will chase the Roman Empire back to Rome so that they will no longer be occupied by
a foreign power. Jesus gives them a completely different picture of the Messiah and the future they
believed would happen. Jesus’ future does not include military might and take over, but rather, rejection
and death. Peter is so startled by what Jesus says that he begins to rebuke Jesus for his foolish words. But
Jesus remains firm with Peter and tells him that he has gotten it wrong, that “You are setting your mind not
on divine things, but on human things.”
Of course, Peter is looking at things from a human perspective, after all he is a human being. How else can
Peter look at Jesus except from a human perspective? The same goes for us, for we all bring our humanity
to our relationship with Jesus as well. We all tend to “see” Jesus as the one who will support our human
wants and desires, the one who will sustain the values that we want to enhance. Jesus is the one who will
enable us to become what we want to become.
But Jesus’ words to Peter tell us otherwise. Jesus tells us that there is a different perspective we need to
focus on, a perspective where “divine things” replace our “human things.” The good news in our relationship with Jesus is that there is always the promise and the hope that somehow the divine perspective will
break through. That we will be able to find a different way from our limited human perspective and find a
life that is fulfilled from God’s perspective. A life that moves beyond the values that are embodied in the
normal course of human affairs, into a life filled with hope, compassion, service and giving.
What is the * for? That’s the question some people are asking about the new church directory – what
does the * beside some names mean? The * means that that person is not a member of the church. Nonmembers listed in the directory include 1) Friends of First Pres that chose not to become a member but are
involved with the everyday workings of the church and 2) Children of members/friends of the church.

NEW Tower Notes article due dates: Tower Notes are mailed out on the 2nd and 4th Wednesday of every month
(except the 4th Wed. in December). Please submit any articles by noon on Friday prior to the mailing date.
(Remaining 2018 Dates: 9/21, 10/5, 10/19, 11/9, 11/26 (due to Thanksgiving), and 12/7)

Calendar
Wednesday, September 12
8:30 – Tower Notes Folders
2:00 – String Band at Primrose
5:00 – Evangelism & Membership
5:15 – Choir Practice
6:30 – History of Israel at FUM
Thursday, September 13
9:30 – Parish Visitors Meeting
TBD – Children & Youth Meeting
Sunday, September 16
8:45 – NewSong Worship Service
9:00 – Good Sam Sunday
9:45 – Christian Education Hour
11:00 – Sanctuary Worship Service
Monday, September 17
1:30 – Women’s Bible Study
7:00 – Session Meeting
Tuesday, September 18
1:30 – History of Israel Class
4:00 – Health Ministry Meeting
5:00 – Tower Ringers Practice
Wednesday, September 19
10:30 – Backpack Assembly
2:00 – String Band at Eagle Ridge
5:15 – Choir Practice
6:30 – History of Israel Class-FUM
Thursday, September 20
6:00 – 1st Pres String Band -DPL
Friday, September 21
12:00 Tower Notes Articles Due
2:45 – String Band @ Lincolnshire
Sunday, September 23
8:45 – NewSong Worship Service
9:45 – Christian Education Hour
11:00 – Sanctuary Worship Service
Monday, September 24
10:00 – Prayer Shawl Group
Tuesday, September 25
1:30 – History of Israel Class
5:00 – Tower Ringers Practice
Wednesday, September 26
8:30 – Tower Notes Folders
10:30 – Backpack Assembly
4:00 – String Band Practice
5:15 – Choir Practice
6:30 – History of Israel Class-FUM
Thursday, September 27
10:30 – First Friends at FUM
5:30 – Women’s Night Out Tuscany
Saturday, September 29
9:00 – Feed My Starving Children
At St. Paul’s Lutheran
Sunday, September 30
8:45 – NewSong Worship Service
9:45 – Christian Education Hour
11:00 – Sanctuary Worship Service

In Our Thoughts and Prayers
Rehab: Tom Hostetler, Mary Lundin
Health Issues: Susan Hayes, Lori Shimizu’s cousin Brian MacKay, Peggy
Madden’s husband Richard Phillips, in-laws of the Ward’s son Matthew: Lisa
Carpenter and Katy Boreson, Naomi Davis, Christl’s friend Debbie, Dwain
VanZant, Paul’s brother Clark Rosenberger, Walt’s brother Larry Lohmann,
Alice Nicholson’s sister Esther, Earl Carpunky, Pixie Fennessey
On-going Care: Chris Foster’s brother Bill Wolfe, Brenda Aymer’s father Larry
Boyer
Elder Care Facilities: Louise Bear, Julia Bright, Linda May’s mother Nellie
Brookhouzen, Pauline Carter, Verlyn Rosenberger’s brother Elvon Fulton, Bill
Grieve, Marty Grohne, Gib & Gini Maines, Judy Steele’s mother Jean Peak,
Peggy Madden’s husband Richard Phillips Norma Stephens, Betty Zeaman
General: All of our loved ones who may be going through difficult times in
their lives.
New Member Bio Update:
In the last issue of Tower Notes we neglected to mention that Robert & Nancy
Anderson also have a son, Jason, in the Quincy area.
Hello! I was just wanting to check in with you all and let you know that I am in
D.C.! We arrived Monday late in the afternoon and hit the ground running. We
hosted YAV alums for dinner Monday night and for the rest of the week, we have
been going all around D.C. to see each other's placements. There are six of us
living here, Sarah Hall, Tacoma Monroe, Emily Hicks, Kasey Kelly, Deb Rookey, and
me! Please keep us in your prayers as we go about our year here. I start work
with Capitol Hill Group Ministries on Tuesday! My address is: 1651 Gales St NE,
Washington D.C. 20002. My blog is: https://brettwithacapitalb.wordpress.com/
Peace,
Brett Eisenhauer
New Address: David Michl now lives at 115 S. Redwood Lane, Decatur, 62522.
New E-mail Address: Former member Connie Newtson has a new e-mail address.
Please use cnewtson1409@gmail.com and delete her comcast e-mail address.
Children’s Sunday: Next Sunday is a special
day for children and youth of First Pres!!
During the 11:00 service, we will hold a
"Backpack Blessing.” Bring your diaper
bags, preschool and school backpacks down
to the front of the sanctuary during "Time with the Children.” We will also enjoy
a review of the summer Vacation Bible School program "Shipwrecked.”
Adult Christian Education: The Everyday Issues class meets in the Dining Room at
9:45 a.m. each Sunday. Bill Keagle and Miley Palmer will continue their series on
“The History of Israel from Abraham to Jesus” through October 28. This class is
also offered First Presbyterian on Tuesdays at 1:30 p.m. through October 30 and
at First Methodist on Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. through October 31. The Coffee
and Connections class will meet in the Youth Area and will continue to use topics
from The Wired Word.
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TAPAS ANYONE?
Pontoon Ride Kicked
Off 2018-19 Tapas Fun.
Linda and Bob Bullock
hosted their annual
Lake Decatur Pontoon
Ride this August with
11 fortunate 1st Pres
congregants enjoying
the ride and great food
that everyone brought
(Tapas appetizers).
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If you enjoy socializing with other 1st Pres acquaintances
and like to sample other peoples' cooking, watch for the
sign-up sheet on a coming Sunday for the next Tapas
gathering in September or October. The only
requirement to join the fun is a willingness to bring an
appetizer to share with 8 to 10 people, depending on the
respective host's request.
You might enjoy it enough to host a Tapas night yourself,
but this is not obligatory. Try it, you'll like it! Questions
call Judy Batson, 422-8319.
Blood Drive:

Please eat before you donate!
Must have photo ID to donate!
Wednesday, September 12 from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
HSHS St. Mary’s Hospital – Assisi Room
1800 E. Lake Shore Dr.
217-454-2059, Stephanie.schwalbe@hshs.org, or
www.bloodcenterimpact.org.
Last date to donate elsewhere: 7/18/18
Use Group Sponsor Code 60455 to schedule online
1st Pres String Band: The 1st Pres String
Band will be playing at the following
locations in September.
Wed. Sept. 12 – 2:00 p.m. – Primrose
Wed. Sept. 19 – 2:00 p.m. – Eagle Ridge
Thurs. Sept. 20 – 6:00 p.m.
– Decatur Public Library
Fri. Sept. 21 – 2:45 p.m.
– Lincolnshire Memory Unit
Musical Talents Sought: If you would like to share your
singing or instrument playing talent(s) with the church
during a part of an upcoming worship service, please
contact Claire Taylor at cetaylormusic@gmail.com or 5211316. Also, we welcome new choir members!

Soul Friendship Group: Once again it is time for the Soul
Friendship group to begin meeting. Soul Friendship is a
group of women who meet the first Thursday of the
month from 5:30 – 6:30 PM. Last year we focused on the
book Soul Feast by Marjorie Thompson which walked us
through several different types of spiritual disciplines and
how one might incorporate them into our lives. It has not
been decided what we will be studying this year; we hope
to plan this at our first gathering. If you are interested in
becoming a part of this group, we will be meeting on
Thursday, October 4th at 5:30 PM at Paco’s Sol Bistro for
dinner. We will talk about a new spiritual study or book
that we want to explore, and a regular meeting time. If
you are interested in becoming a part of this women’s
group, please sign up in the Gathering Room by Sunday
September 24th. We hope to see some new faces this
year.
Feed My Starving Children
Saturday, October 29
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
At this time our Boots on
the Ground volunteers have
filled 11 of the available 12 slots needed for the 9-11 a.m.
Mobilepack shift that First Pres volunteered for. Our
team will help end hunger and starvation by packing
meals to go for needy children and families. Are you the
person we need to complete our team? Sign up in the
Gathering Room. Thank you to everyone who is helping
with this local Boots on the Ground mission project!
Cyndy Ash Ordination Service:
Hello Friends,
You’re invited to my ordination on September 29 at 4pm
at the farm. The farm’s address is 9116 Texas Church
Road in Clinton IL. The service will be followed by a
potluck, please bring a dish to share with a label. We will
provide drinks and plate ware. Please RSVP by
September 25th to me by email
(cashswimming@gmail.com). I hope to see many of you
there to celebrate this momentous event with me.
Sincerely,
Cyndy
First Friends – Thursday, September 27
10:30 a.m. at First United Methodist Church
Our guest speaker for the September First Friends
meeting will be Sergey Bogsa, Director of the MillikinDecatur Symphony Orchestra.

First Pres T-shirts: The recently ordered First Pres Open Heart T-shirts will be available at the church for pick-up beginning
Thursday, September 13 for those of you may need them before Sunday morning.
Women’s Night Out: On Thursday, September 27 Women’s Night Out will meet at Tuscany at 5:30 p.m. for some delicious
Italian foods.
17th Annual WSOY Food Drive - Friday, October 5 - Airport Plaza Kroger, Rt. 36
First Pres has signed up for the 4-5 p.m. shift AND the 5-6 p.m. shift. We are still looking for
volunteers to help move the food around for each shift. The sign-up sheet is in the Gathering
Room. If you cannot work a shift, please prayerfully consider an on-site donation of nonperishable goods or a monetary donation.
This year’s WSOY Food Drive’s aim is to collect 1.5 million pounds of food with the hopes of exceeding last year’s collection
of over 1.52 million pounds of food.
To enable the WSOY Community Food Drive to help as many food banks as possible, we encourage the community to give
canned non-perishable goods or monetary donations. By giving non-perishable canned goods, we can utilize safe offsite
storage to allow the supply to last as long as possible. Monetary donations, however, go the farthest. Food banks are then
able to purchase goods on an as needed basis and at a tremendous discount through the Central Illinois Foodbank. Every
dime raised goes to the purchase of food.
Over the past fifteen years, over 9.4 million pounds of food has been collected. Last year, because of the wonderful
generosity of the community, the WSOY Community Food Drive was able to assist 17 different organizations that give food
to the needy.

Photos from the annual Music Department Fall Picnic:

