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The Stories of Peace Notes – Two Decades Later 
By Verlyn Rosenberger 

 
 In 1980 the Presbyterian Church (USA) began its emphasis on peace. In 1981, Ron Ingram was named chair of our 
church’s Peacemaking Committee with members Pam Fields, Nancy Schoop, Tschera Connell, and Craig Mandernach. 

In February 1997 your Peacemaking Committee launched its first edition of “First Pres Peace Notes” at the suggestion of 
committee member and first editor, Barbara Redford. In her welcoming paragraph Barbara stated, “This lively and interesting 
publication will be published three times a year and will keep you informed of special events and concerns in the realm of 
peacemaking.” 

The initial publication introduced readers to the 
Peacemaking Resource Center located in the Friendship 
Room (now the Library) with materials organized in nine 
categories as outlined by the PCUSA Program: 

 
 Worship and Prayer 
 Bible Study 
 Evangelism 
 Children, Families and Congregations 
 Conflict and Tough Issues 
 Community Ministries 
 Global Issues 
 Environment 
 Basic Resources – Presbyterian Peacemaking 

Program 
 
NOTE: In recent years the resource center has been 

dismantled. 
 

One article in that first publication encouraged readers 
to become active in the public arena – to be advocates to 
various levels of government on issues concerning peace. 
Another article introduced peacemaker Jonathan Kozol, 
educator, author, lecturer and intense advocate for 
children in poverty.  

Meris Mandernach, daughter of Craig and Jan and a 
high school student at that time, wrote about the nine First 
Presbyterian senior high school teens and five adults 
attending President Bill Clinton’s second inauguration, 
volunteering in D.C. Central Kitchen to feed homeless, 
worshiping where President Lincoln had, and talking to 
representatives in the Washington, D.C. office of the 
Presbyterian Church (see page 2). 

Brief articles, announcements and a Kids Column 
rounded out the double-sided one page issue. 

 

(There’s more from Verlyn on page 4) 

Since 1997, the First Pres. Peace Notes has become a 
multi-paged newsletter that has gradually evolved into 
theme-based epistles. Early Peace Notes included 
articles such as: 
 

 Joint Racism Project 

 Presbyterians and Public Education 

 Rev. Jean Kim Visit (Assoc. of Women’s 
Ministries) 

 Homelessness in Decatur 

 Mission trip to Sheldon Jackson College 

 Year of the Child (July 1, 2000 – June 15, 2001) 
– later: Decade of the Child 

 Local agencies that offer services to children 

 PCUSA Washington Office on School Vouchers 

 Women in Prison and the Impact on Children 

 Congressional Act to Leave No Child Behind 

 Middle East 

 Environment 

 Capital Punishment 

 Columbia 

 Iraq 

 Peace Candle Project 

 The United Nations (UN) 

 The UN and Indigenous Peoples 

 Elmwood Apartments 

 Separation of Church and State 

 Nobel Peace Prize Recipients 

 History of Peacemaking in the PCUSA (and 
locally)  

 Visit of Rev. Dr. Fahed Abu-Akel, Moderator of 
2014 GA of PCUSA (workshops, SS class, 
Sermon) 

 First Pres. Peace Pole 

 Shower of Stoles 

 USA and International Treaties 

 Crisis in Darfur 

 Visit of Sister Helen Prejean to Millikin 
University (Opposing Capital Punishment) 

 Refugees 

 Visit of Pastor Heidi McGuinness (Sudan in 
Africa) 

 Central Illinois Organizing Project (CIOP) – now 
Illinois People’s Action (IPA) 

 Praying for Peace in Israel and Palestine 

 Peacemaker Award for Middle School and High 
School Students  
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20 Years Ago — Our Capital Trip 
By Meris Mandernach 

 
In 1997, a group traveled to Washington D.C. to meet 

with the powerful and the powerless (this was for the 
inauguration of President Clinton).  

During this past election year I mentioned this 
Presidential inauguration trip to several of my friends. 
They loved the idea of seeing both sides of the city 
through the experiences of serving, on one hand, and 
observing, on the other. It makes for a unique 
juxtaposition of those charged with making decisions and 
those who are meant to be served by those decisions but 
who are often overlooked in the process. 

The trip in early January 1997 was a trip about which 
I often reflect when I’m visiting our nation’s Capitol. I 
remember where we stayed, where we worshipped, 
where we served, and where we celebrated the swearing 
in of the President. By blending our serving at the soup 
kitchen with meeting our state Senator, we were able to 
talk about the importance of informed citizenry and 
actions that are aligned with God’s view of the world.  

While some of the specifics of the trip have faded to 
a distant memory, the chance to see both the powerful 
and powerless served as a call to action for me 
personally. It continues to remind me to seek out 
opportunities in my own community to serve and be 
served through mission as well as to advocate for change 
locally and nationally. Who knew that a trip on a cold 
winter day would leave such an impression? 

Children’s Books Then and Now 
By Sandy Peterson 

 
What were kids reading in 1997? Goodreads.com, a 

website with book recommendations and reviews, lists its 
top 200 books published in 1997. The following titles from 
that list and their placement have appeal for children (C) or 
young adults (YA): 

 

 #200 (YA):  King’s Dragon (Crown of Stars, #1), by 
Kate Elliot 

 #196 (C):  The Day I Swapped My Dad for Two 
Goldfish, by Neil Gaiman 

 #159 (C-YA):  Rapunzel, retold by Paul O. Zelinsky 

 #148 (C):  The Hat, by Jan Brett 

 #141 (C):  From Head to Toe, by Eric Carle 

 #111 (YA):  Chicken Soup for the Teenage Soul, by 
Jack Canfield 

 #89 (C):  The Adventures of Captain Underpants, 
(first in a series) by Dav Pilkey 

 #79 (YA):  The 7 Habits of Highly Effective Teens:  
The Ultimate Teenage Success Guide, by Sean Covey 

 #60 (C):  There Was an Old Lady Who Swallowed a 
Fly, by Simm Taback 

 #1 (ages 10,approx.-adult):  Harry Potter and the 
Sorcerer’s Stone, (first in a series by J.K. Rowling) 

 
The Harry Potter phenomenon continues to fascinate 

readers today. The Goodreads top 200 for 2016 includes the 
following titles: 
 

 #148 (ages 10-adult):  Hogwarts:  An Incomplete 
and Unreliable Guide (Pottermore Presents #3), by 
J.K. Rowling 

 #64 (ages 10-adult):  Short Stories from Hogwarts 
of Heroism, Hardship, and Dangerous Hobbies 
(Pottermore Presents, #1), by J.K. Rowling 

 #1 (ages 10-adult): Harry Potter and the Cursed 
Child – Parts One and Two, (adaptation) by John 
Tiffany 

February 1997—the first issue of Peace Notes. But 
that wasn’t the only news that month. These were 
some headlines from around the world: 

 
 Scientists in Great Britain announced that they 

had successfully cloned an adult sheep named 
Dolly; 

 In the U.S., a civil jury found O.J. Simpson liable 
for the deaths of Nicole Brown Simpson and Ron 
Goldman and ordered him to pay $33.5 million 
to their families; 

 Six weeks after the historic Helsinki Agreement, 
the Israeli government approved settlements in 
East Jerusalem; 

 Ireland had its first legal divorce since the 
suspension of Breton Laws in the 1600’s; and 

 Former premier Deng Xiaoping died in China. 

 

By Fred Spannaus 

And in Decatur : 
 

 Civic leaders bemoaned the low interest in the City 
Council primary, where incumbent Bill Mitchell and 
newcomers Nick Burton, Gina McVey Dingman, John 
“Bob”' Patkus, Betsy Stockard, and Fabian Warren 
advanced to the April general election; 

 The Stephen Decatur High School boys’ basketball 
team completed a 25-0 regular season (they would 
be upset by Springfield High in the sectional finals in 
March); 

 District 61 Superintendent Ken Arndt was awarded a 
three-year contract extension; and 

 ADM executive Marty Allison admitted defrauding 
the company of more than $300,000, and the 
Department of Justice was ordered to release tapes 
from its investigation of ADM’s price-fixing. 

Recalling  February of 1997 
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Immigration Through the Decades 
By Connie Requarth 

 
We have covered the related topics of immigration 

and refugees a number of times over the years. 
However, it is still a very timely subject. A frequently 
heard question on unauthorized immigrants is, “Why 
Don’t They Just Get in Line?”  

According to the American Immigration Council, no 
“line” is available for the vast majority of unauthorized 
immigrants. There are three routes to temporary or 
permanent entry to the US:  employment, family 
reunification, or humanitarian protection. Each of these 
is highly regulated and subject to numerical limitations. 

For employment, foreign workers must generally have 
a job lined up with an eligible employer who will sponsor 
them. They must meet specific requirements, and the 
employer must first have searched for a qualified US 
worker. There are also temporary, seasonal 
opportunities for agricultural workers; usually, the 
employer must petition for these workers. 

Family-based immigration is limited to certain close 
family relationships and is numerically restricted. US 
citizens can petition for their spouse, parents, children, 
and siblings. Lawful Permanent Residents (green card 
holders) can petition for spouses and unmarried children 
to be allowed to immigrate. The petitioner must 
demonstrate an income level above the poverty line and 
must commit to support the family members for whom 
they are petitioning access. 

Each year the US sets a limit on how many refugees 
will be admitted for humanitarian reasons. The screening 
is intense, and they must prove that they have a “well-
founded fear of persecution based on race, religion 
membership in a particular social group, political 
opinion, or national origin.” 

Those who do “get in line” are subject to long backlogs 
and waits. As of May 2016, for most countries, 
unmarried children of US citizens must wait more than 
five years, and siblings of US citizens must wait more 
than ten. People from countries with high levels of 
immigration to the US—Mexico, China, India and the 
Philippines—generally have much longer waiting times. 

So, while there are lines, a large number of aspiring 
immigrants are not eligible to be in any of them, and 
even if they meet requirements, the wait can be 
extensive. Expect to hear much about this ongoing issue 
in 2017. 

From an American Immigration Council Fact Sheet, 
www.americanimmigrationcouncil.org. 

Israel and Palestine Then and Now 

By Jim Rauff 
 
The first issue of Peace Notes came out during a 

time of hope for a peaceful resolution of the conflict 
between Israel and Palestine. In January 1997, Israeli 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu signed 
the Hebron Protocol with the Palestinian Authority, 
resulting in the redeployment of Israeli forces in 
Hebron and the turnover of civilian authority in much 
of the area to the Palestinian Authority. 

The next year, new negotiations produced 
the Wye River Memorandum, which detailed the steps 
to be taken by the Israeli government and Palestinian 
Authority to implement the Oslo II Accords of 1995. It 
was signed by Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu and PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat, and 
approved by the Knesset. Widely popular with the 
Israeli public, the Wye agreement included security 
assurances and a return of Palestinian territory. 

Since 1997, we have seen the failed Camp David 
Summit (2000), the second Intifada (2000-2005), the 
rise of radical Hamas in Gaza, the construction of the 
“wall of separation,” and a dramatic increase in the 
number of Israeli settlements in the Palestinian 
territory. From 2000-2014, 6835 Palestinians were 
killed by Israeli security forces and 55 by Israeli 
citizens. During the same time, 744 Israeli citizens and 
347 Israeli security forces were killed by Palestinians. 

In 2012, Palestine was granted non-member 
observer status in the United Nations. The resolution 
passed 138-9 with 41 abstentions. Israel, the United 
States, Canada, and the Czech Republic were among 
the nine votes against the resolution. On December 
23, 2016 the UN Security Council condemned Israeli 
settlements in the West Bank and East Jerusalem as a 
“flagrant violation under international law” and an 
obstacle to peace. The Council approved the 
resolution 14 to zero, with the United States 
abstaining instead of using its unilateral veto, as it had 
in the past. 

In 1997, we hoped for a peaceful two-state 
solution that would bring about a secure and 
prosperous future for both the Israeli and Palestinian 
people. In 2017, we are still hoping. 

http://www.americanimmigrationcouncil.org
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… Here’s more from Verlyn 
  
Starting in 2006 most issues were theme-based : 
 

 Reflections on Peacemaking 

 World Hunger 

 Environment 

 Native Americans 

 Peacemakers 

 Book Review Issues 

 Travel/Study and Mission Trips 

 Ethical Decisions 

 Christmas Memories 

 By the Numbers 

 The Rights of the Child 

 Compassion 

 Violence Enablers 

 Economic Fairness and Justice 

 Climate Change 

 Aging: Older, Wiser and Plentiful 

 Obamacare – Boom or Boondoggle 

 War 

 Criminal Justice and Law Enforcement 

 Human Trafficking (Modern Day Slavery) 

 Human Sexuality 
  

I trust that First Pres Peace Notes has been of interest and 
helpful to you over the twenty years of its publication. Your 
suggestions, comments, and written contributions are always 
welcome and encouraged! 

Verlyn      

Climate Change  
By Norm Jensen 

 
The term Climate Change has been with us for a number of 

years now and we have learned to use this term rather than 
“Global Warming.” Just how long has Climate Change been dis-
cussed by the scientific community? It was first used in the early 
19th century when scientists started to study ice ages and identi-
fied the natural greenhouse effect. Later in the 19th century 
greenhouse gases were recognized as being able to change the 
climate.  

In the 1960s, it was noted that carbon dioxide had an effect 
on warming the planet. Other gases, i.e., aerosols, were, also, 
found to have a warming impact on the earth. By the 1990s, 
better computer models helped scientists confirm that green-
house gases were very much involved in most climate changes 
and human caused emissions were causing global warming.  

Since the 1990s, better research techniques and technology 
has expanded and confirmed the understanding of what causes 
climate change. The vast majority of scientists agree with the 
evidence that points to climate being effected by the addition of 
CO2 into the atmosphere, along with other “greenhouse” gases.  

Two days before the inauguration of President Donald 
Trump, scientists reported that the earth had reached its highest 
temperature on record in 2016, beating the previous record set 
in 2015, which had just beaten the record in 2014. So, for three 
years in a row, records have been set.  

The earth is heating up, which the vast majority of climate 
scientists agree upon. During 2015 and 2016, the planetary 
warming was intensified by the El Niño, but the bigger factor in 
setting the records was being driven by increasing levels of car-
bon dioxide and other greenhouse gases. President Trump has 
called global warming a “Chinese plot” and vows to roll back 
President Obama’s efforts to cut emissions of heat-trapping 
gases. This scenario bears watching! 

World Hunger Then and Now 
By Phyllis McPherron 

 
Early in the history of Peace Notes there was an article on world hunger. So how have we, the people of the world, been doing in the 

fight to eliminate hunger?   Here are some statistics over a 24-year period: 
 

 
 
As you can see, we have made a great deal of progress. There has been a 42% reduction in developing regions in the prevalence of un-

dernourished people from 23.4 percent in 1990 to 12.9 percent in 2014.  
 The Millennium Development Goal was to decrease by half the numbers of food insecure individuals in developing regions from 23.2 

percent (1990-92) to 11.6 percent by 2015. As of the 2014-16 report, the goal was nearly met with 12.9 percent.   
Presently, two out of three of the world’s undernourished are Asians. Globally, one in nine people do not have enough to eat. Ninety-

eight percent of people experiencing food insecurity live in developing countries, and 60 percent are women. One in six infants are under-
weight in developing countries, and every ten seconds a child dies from hunger-related issues. 

The world produces 17 percent more food/person today than 30 years ago. The causes of hunger are many – natural disasters, insuffi-
cient arable land, or not enough income to purchase food. Hunger and malnutrition is the number one risk to world-wide health; it is greater 
than AIDS, malaria, and TB combined. 

 
Three top world organizations fighting hunger are: 

 World Food Program:  a food assistance branch of UN; It serves >50 million people; the goal - zero hunger; 

 Action Against Hunger:  in 45 countries; the goal – end child malnutrition; and 

 The Hunger Project:  in 22 countries; the goal – sustainable end to world hunger. 
 
Do you remember the time you were really hungry, I mean REALLY hungry? Unfortunately for too many people of the world it is still a 

reality. 

  1990-92 2012-14 

Worldwide 1.01 billion in hunger (19% of world population) 795 million in hunger (11% of world population) 

Developing  

Regions 
991 million in hunger (23% of population in de-
veloping regions) 

780 million in hunger (13% of population in 
developing regions) 

Asia 742 million in hunger (24% of Asian population) 512 million in hunger (12% of Asian population) 

Latin  America 
66 million in hunger (15% of Latin American 
population) 

34 million in hunger (6% of Latin American  
population 


