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The Season of Lent

Asn WEDNESDAY AND LENT

Starting this Wednesday, March 1°* we will enter what is known in the church calendar as the
Season of Lent. Lent is the time in the Christian Year when Christians focus on simple living and
prayer, to grow closer to God. The Lenten Season lasts for 40 days in remembrance of the 40 days
when Jesus was led out into the wilderness to face a series of temptations by the devil. For Jesus
to begin his ministry and resist these temptations, he needed to take time to earnestly pray and
listen for God. Like Jesus, we too need to take some serious time to pray and listen for God. Lent
is wonderful time for us to repent, return and refocus our lives to be more in line with Jesus. We
here at First Presbyterian Church will mark the beginning of Lent with our Ash Wednesday service
where all will receive ashes in the shape of a cross on our foreheads. The ashes remind us of our
mortality and sin, the cross reminds us of Jesus’ resurrection and forgiveness. The receiving of
ashes is a powerful way that we can experience God’s forgiveness and renewal as we return to
Jesus. Over the next 40 days let us take time to refocus our lives toward Jesus Christ. | pray God’s
richest blessing on each of our journeys.

Pastor Jean

Soup Supper anc

UWednesdqys March 1 - April 5, 2017
in Lent

Beginning with Ash Wednesday on March 1, there will be a soup supper every Wednesday from
5:15-6:00pm. On Ash Wednesday, the supper will be followed by a brief informal time of worship
in the dining room (No TAIZE’ worship). For the subsequent 5 weeks, supper will be followed by a
class from 6:00-6:45 in the dining room. This year’s class gets its theme from Psalm 42 which
suggests that we desire God’s presence. Pastor Bob’s class, “Thirsty for God,” will focus on the
many different ways we seek God in worship.

Please sign up for the next family meal in the Gathering Room or call the church office (429-
4195) by Sunday, March 5, so the dining room and food will be ready. Mark your calendars now!

Childcare is available for infants through age 12 during Ash Wednesday service and
the Lenten study time. For planning purposes, parents should R.S.V.P. to Kathy
Beube at 620-7563, or message her on Facebook.
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ASH Wednesday, March 1
4:00 - String Band practice
5:15-6:00 — Lent Soup Supper
6:00 — Worship Service
6:00 — Nursery during Lent

Thursday, March 2
9:00 — Volunteers at Good

Sam at 920 N. Union St.
prepare and serve until
1:00 p.m.

Communion Sunday, March 5

1* Sunday in Lent
8:00, 9:15 & 10:30 Worship
Services
9:00 — Everyday Issues
9:00 — Teen Church
10:30 — Children’s Church
School

Wednesday, March 8
10:00 — Prayer Shawl Group
4:00 — String Band practice
5:15-6:00 — Lent Soup Supper
6:00 — Thirsty for God
6:00 — Nursery during Lent

2" sunday in Lent, Mar. 12

Daylight Savings Time
8:00, 9:15 & 10:30 Worship
Services
9:00 — Everyday Issues
9:00 — Teen Church
10:30 — Children’s Church
School
11:45 — Deacons’ Meeting
6:00 — Just Flicks, Central
Christian, Sherpa

Tuesday, March 14
2:00 — String Band at Primrose

Wednesday, March 15
10:00 — Prayer Shawl Group
4:00 — String Band practice
5:15-6:00 — Lent Soup Supper
6:00 — Thirsty for God
6:00 — Nursery during Lent

Thursday, March 16
6:00 — String Band, Oxford House

Everyday Issues in Lent

It's Academy Awards Time! On Sunday, March 5 & 12 in the Dining Room,
the adult education class will view a few Oscar Nominated Short Films.

March 5 — “White Helmets” is an Oscar winning documentary highlighting
the courageous work of volunteer rescue workers in Syria (the Syrian Civil
Defense) who train to provide emergency medical assistance to civilians
caught in Syria's civil war.

March 12 — “Joe’s Violin” involves a Holocaust survivor who donates his
violin to a local instrument drive, changing the life of a schoolgirl from the
nation's poorest congressional district.

March 19 & 26 — “Hillbilly Eleqy” is ). D. Vance’s bestselling book. The author
will be in Decatur in early April. Prior to that event, First Pres members will
have an opportunity to read and discuss his book. Two Sunday morning
adult ministry times will be devoted to discussing the book. Those sessions
will be on March 19 and 26. Attendees are responsible for getting their own
copy of the book. Please read as much as you can prior to session 1 and
hopefully you will finish the book prior to session 2 so that we can discuss
conclusions from the book. Hillbilly Elegy is a very interesting study for our
time. Discussion will be led by Dick Virgin.

SOURSUPPERS DURING LENT
ThisLentenseason your freewill donations to theWednesdaydinnerswill

be given at the end of tlLiviegWafers forr
the World, a PCUS#lobal ministryprogramthat providesclean
sustainablewater for a generation

PASTORS’ OFFICE DAYS
Bob —Tues., Wed. and Friday
Jean — Mon., Tues. and Thursday

PRAYER CONCERNS

Earl Carpunky is home from
the hospital.

Naomi Davis is home from
Hickory Point Christian Village.
Marty Grohne is in rehab at
Hickory Point Christian Village.
Sally Krigbaum is at Hickory
Point Christian Village, rm. 109,

for rehab after hip surgery.

Mike Lowe is at Fair Haven
Christian Home.

Virginia "Gini" Maines broke
her leg and is at Hickory Point
Christian Village for rehab

Dave Marshall has returned
home.

Pat Nevitt

Bev Ritter fell and broke two
ribs.

Paul Rosenberger

Gary Smalley

Mildred Weaver
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Joan Brown has returned to
Primrose.
Jack Brown is at Heartland, Room
163.
Mac Moore’s sister Jo Ann has
cancer and is in hospice care.
Phyllis McPherron will have
surgery on her knee March 3. You
may call a week after that or send
her a card. She will stay with her
daughter Brenda.
Phyllis’ Cell: 217-412-8838
Brenda’s Cell: 858-366-2093
11135 Vivavacho Way
San Diego, CA 92124

Our sympathy is extended to Charlie
Platt and his family on the death of
his sister Elizabeth on Wednesday,
March 22, 2017.




3" Ssunday in Lent, Mar. 19
8:00, 9:15 & 10:30 Worship
Services
9:00 — Everyday Issues
9:00 — Teen Church School
10:30 — Children’s Church
School
Monday, March 20
7:00pm — Session Meeting
Wednesday, March 22
10:00 — Prayer Shawl Group
4:00 — String Band Practice
5:15-6:00 — Lent Soup Supper
6:00 — Thirsty for God
6:00 — Nursery during Lent
Thursday, March 23
10:30 — First Friends, First
United Methodist Church
5:30 — Women'’s Night Out
@ Paco’s Sol Bistro
Saturday, March 25
9:30-11:30 — Feed the
Hungry - First United
Methodist — Donate
desserts to feed the hungry
this Saturday. Deliver pies
(no cream), cakes or
cookies to 201 W. North St.,
or help serve from 11:30-
1:.00 p.m.
4" sunday in Lent, Mar. 26
8:00, 9:15 & 10:30 Worship
Services
9:00 — Everyday Issues
9:00 — Teen Church School
10:30 — Children’s Church
School
Wednesday, March 29
10:00 — Prayer Shawl Group
4:00 — String Band Practice
5:15-6:00 — Lent Soup Supper
6:00 — Thirsty for God
6:00 — Nursery during Lent
Thursday, April 13
7:00pm — Maundy Thursday
Worship service in chapel
Easter Sunday, April 16
9:00 — Easter Breakfast
10:00 — One Worship Service

WELCOME

i

] We welcome three new
members to First Pres: Marc
Anderson, Rachelle Born and
Elizabeth Osborne, and we
welcome back ¥ Joe and Carol
Houston who moved back to

Decatur from Michigan.

THANK YOU

Thank you for your continuing generosity
towards our clients in need with your giving
of lots of toothpaste, toiletries, Band-Aids and

calendars.

Dove, Inc.

Just Flick’s film

Not many of us know the name of the Sherpa
who helped get Sir Edmund Hillary and others
to reach the summit of Mount Everest. They
were often taken advantage of by Westerners
in the process. This documentary tells the
story of Nepalese Sherpa guides who refuse
to accept the abuses anymore.

WOMEN’S NIGHT OUT

Paco’s Sol Bistro
March 23
237 N. Main

5:30 p.m.

RSVP to 429-4195, and we’ll have a chair

ready for you!

/

March Birthdays

Ryan Crowe - 1
Lawton Eytchison — 1
Anna Mae Carlson -2
Jack T. Brown -3
Jean Wollenberg — 3
Glynda Hagymasy — 4
John Weakly - 4

Patti Weakly — 5
Karen Yepsen — 5
Tyler Lycan - 6

Bruce Mason — 6

Mac Moore - 7

Bob Wollenberg - 7
Shirley Moore — 9
Sally Wachter - 9
Chrissy Ellis — 11
Nancy Law — 12
David Marshall — 12
Tom Griffith — 16
Micah Hale — 16
Anne Hostetler — 16
Ellen Noblitt — 17
Richard Sublett — 17
Sue Weinstein — 18
Sherri Arnold - 19
Jaylyn Hale -- 19

Kim Derigo — 20
Corey Moniot — 20
Miley Palmer — 20
Carlos Porter — 20
Bev Ritter — 20

Kirk Schmidt - 20
Gayle Bruckner — 21
Linda Castleman -- 21
Brett Eisenhauer - 21
Phyllis McPherron — 21
Bill Towns -- 21

Doug Nicholson — 23
Adam Law — 24

Lexie Bales — 25
Andy Hinch — 25
Donna Washburn — 25
Larry Wiesner — 26
Stu Ellis - 31

Gib Maines — 31




CHURCH KNEE SCOOTER

Does anyone have it? It wasn’t
signed out with a signature.
Please call the church office.
Another member is in need of it
in March. —429-4195.

SUMMERTIME
HIGH SCHOOL CAMP
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High school students are
encouraged to apply to attend a
two-week journalism workshop
at Eastern lllinois University. The
workshop runs from Tuesday,
June 20, to Friday, June 30™.
Applications must be in by May
24™ Eighteen students will be
selected to participate in the
free camp. All expenses,
including housing, meals and
tuition are covered! Current
sophomores, juniors or
graduating seniors are eligible.
Applications can be found at
www.eiu.edu/journal/. For
more information, contact Joe
Gisondi at (217) 581-6003 or
email him at
jigisondi@eiu.edu. If any First
Pres students are accepted and
either need a ride to the
university as it begins or a ride
home after it ends, someone
from the church will drive you.
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ESSION HIGHLIGHTS

In addition to receiving the monthly reports of the treasurer, standing
committees, and program staff, at its stated meeting on February 20,
2017, Session

T

accepted with regret the resignation of Dianne Devore from
Session, the Administration Committee and the Finance
Committee, effective February 15, 2017.

restored Joe and Carol Houston to membership in First
Presbyterian Church through Reaffirmation of Faith.
appointed Debbie VanZant and Dick Ward to be appointed as
Chairs of the Nominating Committee.

selected Carolyn Allin, Mac Moore and Susan Moore to be
appointed Presbytery Commissioners.

appointed Ralph Czerwinski, Marty Cushman and Ryan Holler as
members of the Safe Church subcommittee.

distributed the First Presbyterian capital campaign's 2016 mission
tithe of $5,000 as follows: $3,000 to the Northeast Community
Fund’s capital campaign for their new building, $1,000 to the
Good Samaritan Inn to be used for capital needs, and $1,000 to
Dove, Inc. to be used for capital needs.

allocated the following donations, using the $2,317.02 Mission
committee balance carried over from 2016: $500 to God’s
Shelter of Love, $500 to Stand Up for Grace, $S500 to Marion
Medical Mission, and $500 to Presbyterian Disaster Assistance.

determined that a Maundy Thursday worship service be held on
April 13, 2017, at 7:00 PM in the chapel.

set one worship service on Easter, April 16, 2017, at 10:00 AM.
(The Worship and Music committee encourages that breakfast be
served prior to the Easter worship service.)

International Women'’s Day

Greater Decatur Islamic Center Presents:

Hidden Figures: Women in Islam
Open House for All
Wednesday, March 8, 2017
4:00-7:00 p.m.
1635 Huston Drive, Decatur, 62526
Refreshments will be served.



THREE WAYS
TO A SAFER

HOSPITAL
STAY

1. Insist on clean hands of
all who come into the
room. Washing hands
with soap and water is
preferred. Also insist on
washing your own hands
often.

2. Have a friend or family
member with you to take
notes, ask questions, and
catch any possible
mistakes. This is
especially true on
weekends and holidays.

3. Keep arecord of when
the doctor or different
doctors saw you, what
they told you, any
questions you have, or
observations you have
made.

These 3 steps can protect you
from infection, avoid confusion,
and improve communications.
(Consumer Reports’ Safe Patient
Project, May 2016).

Phyllis, Parish Nurse

Fund Raiser
4™ CULINARY COOKOFF
March 4, 6:00 - 9:00 p.m.
Conference Center & Hotel

Great food and entertainment
as you watch team Richland
compete against team Good
Samaritan Inn in a heated
culinary competition. Tickets are
$30 per person, available online
at goodsamaritaninn.org or call
Julie at 429-1455.

Welcome to our newest members

Marc Anderson works at State Farm in Bloomington. He
and his wife, Melanie, have two sons, Maddox, 7, and
Miles, 4. Marc enjoys camping, baseball, and assisting with
Cub Scouts and Robotics at Decatur Christian School.

Marc Anderson

3028 E. Maryland

Decatur, 11 62521
marc.n.anderson@gmail.com
217-520-9485

Rachelle Born is a case manager at Residential
Developers, working with 3 group homes. She enjoys
cooking and geocaching. Rachelle and her fiancé also
enjoy taking their dogs for walks around the lake.

Rachelle Born

1705 South Country Club Road
Apt. 202

Decatur, 11 62521
born.rachelle@gmail.com
217-542-4237

= ———— Elizabeth Osborne teaches Pre-School students at Holy
Family School. Her family includes her husband Kevin,
daughters Sarah, 27; Emily, 24; Megan, 20; son Jordan,
21; and his fiancé Shelby, 20. Family activities, camping,
gardening, reading and antiques fill Elizabeth’s free time.

Elizabeth Osborne

243 Jack Lane

Forsyth, Il
ebeth4325@yahoo.com
217-828-1811

We're so glad you are here and part of our First Pres family.

THINK SPRING! Please check the
Gathering Room flower donation
chart across from the name-tag
wall to see if you would like to

Remember or honor
someone, or mark a
special occasion, by

placing flowers in the

sanctuary on a Sunday .
morning donate flowers on a particular

Sunday. It's meaningful when we
remember loved ones or celebrate special occasions with

beautiful arrangements in our worship services. Those receiving the
flowers afterwards also appreciate being remembered.




SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
o (7a-AA) 1 (7a-AA) 2 (7a-AA) 3 (7a-AA) 4
AC — Adult Classroom JH = Junior High Classroom Ash Wednesday 9:00a Volunteers World Day of Prayer
BR - Bell Room L Library , 8:30a Tower Notes Folders - L -Good Sam
C — Chapel , ME — Medical Equipment Room | 10:305 Backpack Assembly-ME 1-5p Lawton Eytchison
CC- Ch||(jren s Classroom PO - Pastor’s Office 4:00p String Band Practice - DR B-day Party - DR
CR - Chair Room S - Sanctuary 5:15p Lent Soup Dinner - DR 4:30p-Youth Ministry
DR - Dining Room SH - Senior High Classroom 6:00p Ash Wednesday Worship -YA
FUM — First United Methodist TR - Toddler's Room Service - Dining Room
GR - Gathering Room YA - Youth Area 6:00p AA Managers Mtg.-JH
7:00p Choir Practice — CR
5 (7a-AA) 6 (7a-AA) 7 (7a-AA) 8 (Ta-AA) 9 (Ta-AA) 10 (7a-AA) 11
Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper | 8:30a Money Counters 10:00a Prayer Shawl Group-AC "Winds of March,
1st Sunday in Lent 10:30a Staff Meeting — L 10:30a Backpack Assembly-ME 12:00p Reports for we welcome you.
8:00a Worship - Chapel Session There is work
9:00a Adult Education 5:00p Facilities - Library 1:00p Worship Planning - L 4:00p String Band Practice — DR are due. for you to do.
9:00a Teen Church School - YA 6:00p Peacemaking — YA 5:15p Lent Soup Dinner — DR Work and play
9:15a NewSong - Chapel 6:30p Mission — Dining Room 5:00p Tower Ringers - BR 6:00p “Thirsty for God” - DR and blow all day
10:30a Worship—Sanctuary 7:00p Worship & Music — L 7:00p Choir Practice — CR Blow the Winter.
10:30a Children’s Church - S . .
11:45a Evan & Member — AC VITE ENEY
12 (7a-AA) 13 (7a-AA) 14 (7a-AA) 15 (7a-AA) 16 (7a-AA) 17 (7a-AA) 18
2nd Sunday in Lent 8:30a Money Counters 8:30a Tower Notes Folders - L St. Patrick’s Day
Daylight Savings Time Begins | 12:00p Cath Charities Board 10:30a Staff Meeting — L 10:30a Backpack Assembly-ME
8:00a Worship — Chapel Meeting - YA \
9:00a Adult Education 12:00d TN Articles due!! 2:00p String Band at Primrose 2:00p Administration Meeting
9:00a Teen Church School - YA 1:00p Pink Smoke - Chapel 4:00p String Band Practice - DR 6:00p String Band at 9-000m String Band at
9:15a NewSong - Chapel 5:00p Tower Ringers — BR 5:15p Lent Soup Dinner — DR Oxford House ~JUpm string Band a
10:30a Worship—Sanctuary 5:00p Adult Ministry — Library 6:00p “Thirsty for God” - DR Decatur Rehab
10:30a Children’s Church - S 5:00p Finance Mtg. - GR 7:00p Choir Practice — CR If God sends you down
11:45a Deacons Meeting - DR a stony path, may he
6:00p Just Flicks Sherpat CCC give you strong shoes.
19 (7a-AA) 20 (7a-AA) 21 (7a-AA) 22 (7a-AA) 23 (Ta-AA) 24 (7a-AA) 25
3rd Sunday in Lent 8:30a Money Counters 10:00a Prayer Shawl Group-AC
8:00a Worship - Chapel 10:30a Staff Meeting — L 10:30a Backpack Assembly-ME 10:30a First Friends "March is a tomboy
9:00a Adult Education -FUM with tousled hair, a
9:00a Teen Church School - YA 1:00p Worship Planning — L 4:00p String Band Practice - DR 6:45p String Band at mischievous smile,
9:15a NewSong - Chapel 7:00p Session Meeting — DR 5:15p Lent Soup Dinner — DR 5-8p Adventure Club Rock Springs for Lincoln mud on her shoes
10:30a Worship—Sanctuary 5:00p Tower Ringers — BR 6:00p “Thirsty for God” — DR -DR Trails Fundraiser and a laugh in her
10:30a Children’s Church - S 7:00p Choir Practice — CR 5:30p Women’s Night voice."
Out - Pcao’s SoL BIsTRO T T——
26 (7Ta-AA) 27 (7a-AA) 28 (7a-AA) 29 (7Ta-AA) 30 (7a-AA) 3
4t Sunday in Lent 8:30a Money Counters 8:30a Tower Notes Folders - L

8:00a Worship - Chapel

9:00a Adult Education

9:00a Teen Church School - YA
9:15a NewSong — Chapel
10:30a Worship—Sanctuary
10:30a Children’s Church - S

12:00[ TN Articles due!!
1:00p Pink Smoke - Chapel

5:30p Worship Service Task
Force Meeting - GR

10:30a Staff Meeting - L
12:00p Staff B-day Potluck-DR

4:00p Health Ministry - Library
5:00p Tower Ringers — BR

10:30a Backpack Assembly-ME

4:00p String Band Practice — DR
5:15p Lent Soup Dinner - DR
6:00p “Thirsty for God” — DR
7:00p Choir Practice — CR

"Springtime is the
land awakening. The
March winds are the
morning yawn."

- Lewis Grizzard and Kathy
Sue Loudermilk, | Love You




