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2018 New Office Hours: 8:30-12:30 and 1:30-5:00 Mon-Fri, except for the office being
closed after 12:30 on Thursdays.

EVERYDAY ISSUES explores new curriculum
STARTS IN JANUARY
Beginning January 7 in the dining room, the Everyday Issues Class will be using materials called
The Wired Word. Each week a discussion will take place on a current issues topic. This topic will
have been researched by Wired Word Staff and materials provided to our group conveners
weekly. Some of these materials can also be shared via email with class participants to provide
background for our discussions. Materials will also include Scriptural references to help us
examine our faith as it relates to the topic. Several First Pres members have agreed to convene
our discussions and see that all positions, opinions and voices are heard. Join us in January and
each Sunday morning at 9:45.
CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERING ON DECEMBER 24
Each year during the Advent and Christmas season, we turn our
eyes to Bethlehem and celebrate the wondrous gift of Jesus
Christ, our Savior. By giving to the Christmas Joy Offering, you will
aid current and retired church workers in their time of need, and
support our future leaders at Presbyterian-related racial ethnic
schools and colleges.
Please give generously to the last of our four special
denomination offerings, which has been in existence for almost 70 years.

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE – LESSONS AND CAROLS
Will you be at the Christmas Eve Service at 7:00pm? One or two volunteers are needed to turn on
all the battery-operated candles in the Chapel, Gathering Room, Narthex and Sanctuary before
the service and then turn them off after the service. Contact the office or Susan Moore
(susanmoor@gmail.com) if you are able to help! Many thanks!

Deadline
Monday
Jan. 8
Noon

Note: Please notice date on lower left banner that your articles are due by noon on the Monday before the Tower
Notes are mailed or emailed to you.

Calendar … …
Wednesday, December 13
10:00 – Prayer Shawl Group
6:30 – Evangelism &
Membership Meeting
6:30 – Music Dept. Christmas
Party at the Sudduths
Thursday, December 14
9:00 – Administration Mtg.
9:30 – Parish Visitors
12:00 – Children & Youth Mtg.
3rd Sunday of Advent, Dec. 17
8:45 – NewSong Worship
9:45 – Christian Education
11:00 – Sanctuary Worship
3:00 – Service of Hope and
Healing
Monday, December 18
1:30 – Women’s Bible Study
7:00 – Session Meeting
Tuesday, December 19
1:00 – Worship Planning
5:00 – Tower Ringers
Wednesday, December 20
5:15 – Choir Practice
Friday, December 22
Noon – Office Closed
th
4 Sunday of Advent, Dec. 24
8:45 – NewSong Worship
9:45 – Christian Education
11:00 – Sanctuary Worship
7:00 – Lessons and Carols
Monday, December 25
Office Closed – Christmas Day
Tuesday, December 26
Office Closed - Christmas
Wednesday, December 27
5:15 – Choir Practice
Sunday, December 31
8:45 – NewSong Worship
9:45 – Christian Education
11:00 – Sanctuary Worship
Monday, January 1
Office Closed – New Year’s Day
Tuesday, January 2
1:00 – Worship Planning
5:00 – Tower Ringers
7:00 – Worship & Music Mtg.
Wednesday, January 3
5:15 – Choir Practice
6:45– Taizé Worship Service

PRAYER CONCERNS
Marty Grohne is in Room 118, Hickory
Pt. Christian Village. Visitors welcomed

Richard Phillips
Naomi Davis is at Hickory Pt.
Christian Village, Room 302.

In Memoriam
Albert Hagymasy
August 13, 1930 – December 10, 2017
There will be a service on Saturday, December 16, at 11:00 a.m. at
Graceland-Fairlawn, 2091 N. Oakland Ave.
A luncheon will follow at 12:30 at the church.
Uphold us now, O Lord, as we entrust him to your boundless love and
eternal care.
Our sympathy is extended to the families of Glynda Hagymasy and Joli Circks
on the death of Glynda’s husband Al and Joli’s father.
In Memoriam
Esther Grissom
February 7, 1920 – December 11, 2017
Uphold us now, O Lord, as we entrust her to your boundless love and
eternal care.
THANK YOU
Dear Members,
I just wanted you all to know that things are peaceful in most of Kenya since the
finalization of the election. The children at By Grace Orphanage were safe
through the entire election process. I also wanted to thank you all for your
prayers, donations, letters and support of By Grace. I am always amazed at how
supportive this congregation is of By Grace and Stand Up for Grace. I hope you
all have happy and healthy holidays.
Thanks,
Pixie Fennessey, President Stand Up For Grace

A SERVICE OF HOPE & HEALING
Sunday, December 17, 3:00 P.M.
Light does shine in darkness
There will be a Service of Hope and Healing in the chapel at First Presbyterian
Church, sponsored by the Ecumenical Clergy Council. This service is open to
anyone who has suffered a loss in this past year. The type of loss could be
defined as losing a loved one, a job, one’s health, or even sense of purpose.
During the service, we will light a candle in memory of those who have passed,
and everyone will have the opportunity for an individual prayer for healing and
wholeness. The service is open to any in our community who are in need. If
you would like further information about the Service of Remembrance, Hope
and Healing, please speak with Pastors Jean or Bob.

Calendar cont. …
Thursday, January 4
9:00 – Volunteers, Good Sam
5:30 – Soul Friendship Class
Sunday, January 7
9:45 – Christian Education
10:30 – Ann’s Farewell- 26 yrs.
11:00 – One Table Service
12:00 – Hiding of the Greens
12:15 – Deacons Meeting
Monday, January 8
5:00 – Adult Ministry Mtg.
6:00 – Peacemaking Mtg.
Tuesday, January 9
5:00 – Tower Ringers
6:30 – Adult Mission Trip
Meeting
Wednesday, January 10
10:00 – Prayer Shawl Ministry
5:15 – Choir Practice
6:30 – Evangel. & Membership
Thursday, January 11
9:30 – Parish Visitors
12:00 – Children & Youth Mtg.
Sunday, January 14
8:45 – NewSong Worship
9:45 – Christian Education
11:00 – Sanctuary Worship
6:00 – Just Flicks, Beasts of the
Southern Wild at Central Christ.
Monday, January 15, MLK DAY
Office is Closed
5:00 – Finance Meeting
6:30 – Facilities Meeting
Tuesday, January 16
1:00 – Worship Planning
4:00 – Health Ministry Mtg.
5:00 – Tower Ringers
Wednesday, January 17
5:15 – Choir Practice
Thursday, January 18
5:30 – Soul Friendship Class
Saturday, January 20
9:00 – Officers’ Retreat
Sunday January 21
8:45 – NewSong Worship
9:45 – Christian Education
11:00 – Sanctuary Worship

SUNDAYS IN DECEMBER
9:45 AM Christian Education
1. EVERYDAY ISSUES CLASSES
Dec. 17 - HISTORY OF THE MESSIAH ORATORIO Paul and Verlyn Rosenberger will present a brief
review and encourage discussion about the
famous oratorio, “Handel’s Messiah.” We will also
listen to brief portions of the music. This popular
musical creation has been characterized as a
skillfully crafted, well-rounded statement of
Christian Doctrine, that is, the complete story of
Christianity put to music.
Dec. 24 – The Everyday Issues and Coffee &
Connection classes will be combined into one class
in the Dining Room for special Christmas activities
led by Pastor Bob and Rob Eytchison.
Dec. 31 – BOOK REVIEW - Craig Mandernach
will review the Christmas book: The Melodeon by
Glendon Swarthout. The book, also available in
paperback as A Christmas Gift, was first published
forty years ago. It is a book about miracles,
Christmas, the birth of a lamb in winter, the exile
of a city boy to a farm, the gift of music to a
country church, and remembrance of a time gone
by. Join us for selections from the book and find
out why every member of the Mandernach family
owns a copy of this beautifully written holiday
story.
2. Every Sunday (not Dec. 24), Pastor Bob
leads his class called COFFEE AND
CONVERSATION, in the lower level of the
church.
This class is intended to reach out to some of our
younger adults who want to engage in some lively
conversation covering a wide range of
topics. There is lots of coffee and perhaps a few
donuts! Anyone is welcome to come.

SUNDAY, JANUARY 7, 2017
First Sunday Collection! Share your blessings
with the needy as you bring your food donations
to all services for Northeast Community Fund. You
may also bring food or monetary donations on
Monday morning.
Also, on the first Sunday of the
month, the Peacemaking committee
will sell olive oil and Equal Exchange
coffee, tea and cocoa in the
Gathering Room. Thank you for your support.

RED
POINSETTIAS

On December 24
after each service,
you may take your
poinsettia with
you.

CANCELLED
Church Choirs
Festival at St. Peter’s
AME Church will not
happen this year on
Saturday, December
16 at 4.

"Merry ‘Ol
Radio Holiday
Show"
Dec. 14, 15, 16an alloriginal showat a more
comfortable
venue-

Shilling
Auditorium
(Richland
Community
College)
Ticket information
along with video
clips can be found
on the websitewww.kablooeygr
oup.com, or
tickets may be
purchased at the
Arts Council.

Treats for Good Sam
Our FIRST Sunday for 2018 to
prepare and serve the meal at
Good Samaritan Inn is SUNDAY,
FEBRUARY 11. Treats will be
needed for that meal. Pre-wrapped
treats such as Little Debbie Nutty
Bars, Oatmeal Pies, Rice Krispie
Treats, etc. are needed. You may
start putting your donation in the
kitchen after the first of the year.
Your help is always appreciated.
Thanks! (New Song Mission Group
and Deacons)

ALL FOR MISSION
SOCK IT TO US TILL DEC. 17!

"The stockings were hung by the chimney with care"...
Last year’s sock donation was so successful, we’re doing it again! The Mission
committee is sponsoring a collection of new men's, women's and children's
socks, to provide a Christmas gift of warm "stockings" to those doing without
this basic need. The socks will be distributed to local organizations in the week
before Christmas. Please put donations in the designated bin in the Donation
Center in the Library by December 17. Thank you for your generosity!

Gift giving…

EXTRA…EXTRA
Additional Georgia pecans WILL BE
in the Gathering Room to purchase
for gifts and baking and freezing.
You may also pick them up from
the office during normal office
hours - 8:30-5 p.m. Mon-Fri. We
have both kinds.
The money raised will be given to
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance
for the Hurricane Relief fund.
Donna Washburn from Health
Ministry is overseeing the project.

HATS, SCARVES
AND MITTENS
This December our Prayer Shawl
Ministry group is encouraging
everyone to knit hats, scarves or
mittens for our Christmas Giving
Tree. Purchased gifts are gladly
accepted too. These finished
projects will be given to children at
DOVE and Muffley School. Please
join us on Wednesday, December
13, at 10:00 a.m.

Still looking for gift ideas? Be sure to check out the Presbyterian Giving and
Heifer International catalogues, located in the magazine rack just inside the
door of the Library. They are full of gift ideas that will make a real difference in
the world. You can also look through the catalogues online at
Presbyteriangifts.org or Heifer.org.

DINNER DOWNTOWN
LAST SATURDAY December 30
First United Methodist, 201 W. North St., needs donations of desserts to
feed the hungry for lunch at noon. You can deliver pies (no cream, no nuts),
cakes or cookies (no nuts) from 9:30-11:30 to 201 W. North St. They would also
like to have serving assistance for Dinner downtown if you are free from 11:301:00.

Kemmerer Village News…
Do you remember this past summer when you voted online for Kemmerer to
win a horse from Lexlin Gypsy Ranch? They did win the new colt Sir Philip. They
also were able to keep his mother Mop Legs after he was born. Originally, they
were to return the mother under an agreement when the colt was weaned.
They are also using the mother for their therapy programs to benefit the
children.

MUSIC OFFERING
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH CONCERTS
1320 ARBOR DRIVE
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 13, NOON
Julia Jamieson, Harpist
Complimentary lunch at 11:15 and following the program

from the

of Pastor Bob

As many of you know, I enjoy exploring our
wonderful Decatur parks system and especially
taking pictures of all the trees. In the spring, I like to
capture them just as the buds come out. In the
summer, the forest is full of that lush green covering
and, of course, the fall has all the glorious
colors. But I have to admit, in the last few years, I
really look forward to the winter. I love the bare
skeletal outline of the trees. It’s as if nature has
shed all its fancy costumes and you can see the
world as it really is.
There are two church seasons which traditionally are
intended for spiritual reflection and preparation Lent and Advent. During these seasons, the focus is
on shedding all the more superficial layers of our
faith and seeing ourselves as we really are. It’s only
when we catch a glimpse of our true selves that we
can access the deep richness of God’s grace in our
lives.
Our Christian tradition gives us a number of ways
that we can get in touch with the inner reality of our
lives. Two of them are silence and self-denial.
We live in a noisy world surrounded by not only the
exterior noises of our radios and televisions, but the
interior noise of the incessant thoughts that run
through our brains. One way to sharpen our
spiritual senses is to step away from the noise for a
period of time. Our monthly Taizé service is a great
opportunity for this. But we can also do this by
simply turning off all our devices and finding a quiet
moment to sit and reflect. Or, as I like to do, go for a
walk in the woods and seek out the quietness of
nature. It’s only by silencing the noises outside
ourselves that we can deal with our inner dialogue
and listen for the voice of God that speaks to us.
Another way to explore our true selves is to spend a
period of time in self-denial by which I mean going
without something. This is an activity that many of
us grew up observing during the season of Lent. We
often try to give something up during that time of

preparation for Holy Week and Easter. Fasting, or
going without food for a period of time, is a tradition
that dates back to the earliest Christians.
Sometimes, as we experience physical hunger, we
become more attuned to the spiritual hungers
within us.
As we continue on our Advent journey, consider
spending some time attending to the spiritual
preparations for which the season is intended. Not
only might you learn something new about your
faith, but when we finally get to Christmas day, it
might help you celebrate it all the more.
May the Peace of Christ dwell deeply with you,
Bob

JUST FLICKS
SUNDAY, JANUARY 14, 2017
6:00 P.M.
CENTRAL CHRISTIAN CHURCH
650 W. W ILLIAM STREET
BEASTS OF THE SOUTHERN WILD
In a forgotten but defiant bayou community cut
off from the rest of the world by a sprawling
levee, a six-year-old girl exists on the brink of
orphan hood. Buoyed by her childish optimism
and extraordinary imagination, she believes that
the natural world is in balance with the universe
until a fierce storm changes her reality.
Desperate to repair the structure of her world in
order to save her ailing father and sinking home,
this tiny hero must learn to survive unstoppable
catastrophes of epic proportions. – PG-13, 2012.

OUR 2017 MUSIC SERVICE

HOW GRATITUDE IS GOOD FOR YOU!

The Health Ministry Committee this Christmas season and into the New Year is
focusing on the benefits of gratitude. Research supports that making gratitude
a year-round habit is good for your physical and mental health. Here are six
reasons to start practicing gratitude.

We are very thankful for all
those who attended our recent
Music Service, and for all
those involved who made it
possible.
First Presbyterian Church is
also grateful for our members,
our staff, and our friends who
visit us often.
Have a Blessed Christmas
and Healthy New Year in
2018.

1. Gratitude can make you more patient – People who felt grateful for
little, everyday things were more patient and better able to make
sensible decisions.
2. Gratitude
improves physical
health - Grateful
people experience
fewer aches and pains,
exercise more, take
better care of their
health (regular
checkups), avoid
overeating, and report
feeling healthier than
other people.
3. Gratitude
enhances empathy –
Participants in a study
who ranked higher on
gratitude were less
likely to retaliate against
others and experienced
more sensitivity toward
others.
4. Gratitude can
help you sleep – “Count
blessings, not sheep.”
Writing a gratitude list
before you go to sleep
leaves you with positive thought and sleeping better.
5. Gratitude improves psychological health – Gratitude effectively
increases happiness and reduces depression. Also recognizing all that
you must be thankful for, even in the worst of times, fosters resilience.
6. Gratitude gives you happiness that lasts – Lots of things can give us
little bursts of happiness, a compliment or a chocolate chip cookie, but
gratitude leads to much more sustainable forms of happiness. It is not
based on immediate gratification. It is a frame of mind. If you regularly
take time to express gratitude, you are likely to see results.
Practicing gratitude may include – a journal, saying thank you or writing a note,
complaining less, and little acts of kindness.
I am thankful for all the support over the last year this congregation has given
the Health Ministry program.
Thank you very much!
Phyllis McPherron, Parish Nurse

