
 

 

Peace Notes is distributed three or four times a year by the Peacemaking Committee of First 

Presbyterian Church. Its articles are intended to be thought-provoking and consciousness-raising, 
as well as informative about peacemaking efforts of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) and First 

Presbyterian Church. Viewpoints expressed do not necessarily reflect positions of the Presbyterian 
Church (U.S.A.) or our local congregation. Thanks to all who contributed to this issue.  
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Glossary of Terms  

By Pixie Fennessey 
 

Bisexuality: having romantic and sexual desires towards 
both sexes. 

Gay: a homosexual male; also used for homosexual 
males and females when referring to both together. 

Homosexuality: a tendency towards romantic and 
sexual desire for the same sex as one’s own. 

Intersexual: individuals in whom anatomical sexual 
differentiation is either incomplete or unclear. 

Lesbian: a homosexual female. 

LGBTQ: lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgendered and 
questioning. Some add a second Q (LGBTQ/Q) for 
queer. 

Polysexuality: a self-identifying term for people who do 
not want to be identified as bisexual but are attracted 
to multiple genders. A polysexual individual may be 
attracted to the members of same gender, the opposite 
sex, bisexuals, transgendered and transsexuals. 

Queer: Queer has been used as (1) an umbrella term for 
the lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender community; (2) a 
political statement, as well as a sexual orientation, 
which advocates breaking binary thinking by 
recognizing both sexual orientation and gender identity 
as potentially fluid; and (3) a simple label to explain a 
complex set of sexual behaviors and desires. For 
example, a person who is attracted to multiple genders 
may identify as queer.  

Sexual Orientation: the sex that one feels erotic and 
romantic towards. 

Transgendered: a person who identifies with the 
opposite sex and often lives as the opposite sex. 

Transsexual: a person who identifies with the opposite 
sex and undergoes hormonal therapy and sometime 
surgery to change their sex to the one they identify 
with. 

Two Spirits: a term that originated with the Navaho. It 
is a belief that some individuals’ bodies house both a 
masculine spirit and a feminine spirit. It can also mean 
they fulfill both gender roles. They are seen by the 
Navaho as counselors because of their understanding 
of both masculinity and femininity. 

LGBTQ Bibliography 
 

By Craig Mandernach 
 

For further reading, you may want to explore 
books on the American Library Association 2016 
Over the Rainbow Project book list, sponsored by 
the Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, and Transgender 
Roundtable. The website is: www.glbtrt.ala.org/
overtherainbow.  

“The bibliography features quality fiction and 
non-fiction books for adults that are recognized for 
their authentic expression of gay, lesbian, bisexual 
and transgender experiences. Each year, the Over 
the Rainbow Project releases its annotated 
bibliography to aid librarians and patrons in 
selecting quality books released over the past 18 
months. This year’s list includes titles published 
between July 1, 2014 and December 31, 2015.” 

The book categories include the top 10, art/
photography, fiction, graphic novel, non-fiction in 
biographies/memoir, essays, and poetry. They also 
list the Stonewall Book Award winners. 

In addition, the website www.glbtrt.ala.org/
rainbowbooks/ provides the Rainbow Book List – 
LGBTQ Books for Children and Teens, for youth 
from birth to age 18. The book categories include 
picture books, juvenile fiction, juvenile non-fiction, 
young adult fiction, young adult non-fiction, graphic 
novel, and graphic non-fiction. Lists are also 
available for prior years. 
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My Personal Story 
By Kathy Pepper 

 
(Kathy Pepper is  a member of the Peace & Justice Task Force at Central Christian Church and a valued friend to 

many of us at First Presbyterian. She is a retired teacher in the Decatur Public Schools.) 
 
The desire to protect one’s precious child from any hurt is very strong. Our charmed lives were temporarily 

turned upside down as we watched our daughter struggle with the realization that she is part of a minority group 
that our culture sometimes views with discomfort, misunderstanding, fear, judgment, and even hate.   

Our personal journey heightened our awareness that LGBTQ matters are much more than “issues,” they are 
“people.” Because we have always been very active in church, and our daughter had studied religion, considering 
ministry as a career, the attitude of the organized church was important to us.  

 We heard nothing from the pulpit of our own church.  Silence, although better than condemnation, is not 
affirming.  And politeness or tolerance is not the same as welcoming. 

I needed to know that what I believed about homosexuality was not only because it was personal. So when the 
organized church and confusing scripture failed me, I took the advice of an ordained Presbyterian minister, “Mr. 
Rogers,” and looked for the helpers for comfort in scary times. I reached out to compassionate and wise friends. 
They listened and shared their thoughts, and I felt God’s love. 

After reading, studying, and especially listening, my understanding was affirmed that sexuality for this minority 
group as for all, is a gift, not a sin. Knowing our daughter as well as we did, we were convinced that this was not a 
choice or a whim. It felt good to talk openly with others and to see her become comfortable and confident doing the 
same.  

We went to a wonderful ecumenical conference together, WOW, “Witness our Welcome “, where we listened 
to personal stories, met people identifying as transgender, heard retired ministers who could finally speak boldly, 
viewed the Shower of Stoles display, shed tears with clergy who were afraid to share their own sexual identity, and 
for the first time felt the sting and sadness of the Westboro Baptist demonstrators up close and personal.  

We worshiped at national gatherings of our own denomination’s GLAD group. I wept with happiness being 
around others who loved their church but felt commissioned to help the church become more intentional about 
welcoming LGBTQ folks. 

I am so thankful for authors, scholars, clergy, political figures, judges, justices, movie producers, journalists, and 
everyday people who have thoughtfully discerned and bravely spoken out, and continue to work to eliminate 
discrimination. 

I am so thrilled that our daughter chose to live openly and found happiness with a wonderful wife. We are 
grateful for society’s growth in knowledge and understanding, choosing to focus on the improvements rather than 
becoming angry or fearful. This has helped me grow in compassion for others and become more sensitive to all 
areas of injustice.   

Thank you to all of you who are spreading the Good News of God’s love to ALL.  

My Personal Posting 
By Suzy Requarth 

 
(After the horrendous shooting in June 2016 at a gay nightclub in Orlando, Connie 

Requarth’s daughter Suzy posted the following comments. She graciously agreed to let us 
reprint them in Peace Notes. Suzy lives and works in San Diego. Coincidentally, Kathy Pepper 
taught Suzy in Kindergarten at John’s Hill Magnet School.) 

 
Yesterday’s shooting is a reminder that homophobia is alive, strong, and dangerous in this 

country. This man (shooter) was born in this country. He was raised in this country. He used 
the resources available to him as a U.S. citizen to act on his anger and his impulses. This man 
is not an external threat.  

He and I have more in common than we have differences. We undoubtedly watched the 
same cartoons, played with the same Happy Meal toys, witnessed the same anti-gay bullying 
that happens in our schools, and saw the same coverage of the hateful actions of the 
Westboro Baptist Church. Regardless of this man’s association or allegiance to ISIS, he was 
one of us. We cannot afford to comfort ourselves by labeling this man an outsider.  

Yesterday’s shooting is a reminder of the strength of the LGBT community. We are not 
safe and we have never been safe, but we are strong and we have always been strong. We are 
not outsiders. We are this country. We live with you, work with you, stand behind you in line 
at the grocery store, watch our children play soccer with your children, and mourn the same 
tragedies.  

I am deeply moved by the outpouring of support for the LGBT community in the past 24 
hours. And I hope that those who lost their lives yesterday morning are remembered not just 
as members of the LGBT community but as members of every community. 
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The Presbyterian Church USA  
and the LGBTQ/Q Community 

By Jim Rauff 
 
The official position of PCUSA, as expressed by the General Assemblies, has become more and 

more inclusive of LGBTQ/Q people. Gay ministers have been permitted by the denomination since 
2011. In March 2015, the PCUSA position on marriage was changed by constitutional amendment to 
effectively sanction same-sex marriage.  

The precise wording was as follows: 
Marriage is a gift God has given to all 

humankind for the wellbeing of the entire 
human family. Marriage involves a unique 
commitment between two people, traditionally 
a man, and a woman, to love and support each 
other for the rest of their lives. The sacrificial 
love that unites the couple sustains them as 
faithful and responsible members of the church 
and the wider community.  

This year, the General Assembly resolved to become more open, understanding, and accepting of 
our LGBTQ/Q family. By a vote of 463-51, the General Assembly made a powerful and unequivocal 
statement of inclusiveness: 

 
Followers of Jesus Christ know that no person can claim divine 

favor through personal merit, but only by the grace of God. The 

Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) acknowledges that actions we and 

our members have taken over the years have at times led God’s 

beloved children who are lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, 

queer, and questioning to feel that they stand outside the grace 
of God and are unwelcome in the PC (USA). We deeply regret 

that, due to human failings, any person might find cause to 

doubt being loved by God. We affirm the God-given dignity and 

worth of every human being, and renew our commitment to 

‘welcome one another, as Christ has welcomed [us], for the glory 
of God.’ [Romans 15:7] 

 
The 222nd General Assembly resolution goes beyond apologies. The resolution… 
 

… encourages congregations to reach out actively to those who 

have experienced marginalization due to decisions of the 

church, across the spectrum of theological understanding, 

encourages presbyteries, when assessing readiness for ordered 

ministry, to take into account the preparation of those whose 
ordination process was interrupted by policies that are no 

longer applicable [G-2.06] and, urges presbyteries and 

congregations to be in ministry respectfully, justly, and 

graciously together with those with whom they may disagree in 

regard to ordination and marriage policies and procedures. 

 
The voice of the Presbyterian Church USA is clear. All LGBTQ/Q people are welcome to worship 

with us, participate in all of our activities and ceremonies, and serve as leaders in our church. 
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From the left: 

Who Said It? 
 
Post by Allison Turner, HRC Communications 
Assistant. Found at http://www.hrc.org/blog/lets-
play...-guess-who-the-2016-party-platform-edition.  
 
All quotes were pulled directly from the official 2016 
Republican Party Platform and the 2016 Democratic 
Party Platform. 
 
1. “We support a progressive vision of religious freedom 

that respects pluralism and rejects the misuse of 
religion to discriminate.” 

2. “We endorse the First Amendment Defense Act... 
legislation in the House and Senate which will bar 
government discrimination against individuals and 
businesses for acting on the belief that marriage is the 
union of one man and one woman.” 

3. “We denounce bigotry, racism, anti-Semitism, ethnic 
prejudice, and religious intolerance. Therefore, we 
oppose discrimination based on race, sex, religion, 
creed, disability, or national origin and support 
statutes to end such discrimination.” 

4. “[We] will always fight to end discrimination on the 
basis of race, ethnicity, national origin, language, 
religion, gender, age, sexual orientation, gender 
identity, or disability.” 

5. “We will combat LGBT youth homelessness and 
improve school climates.” 

6. “[Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972] is 
now being used by bureaucrats -- and by the current 
President of the United States -- to impose a social and 
cultural revolution upon the American people by 
wrongly redefining sex discrimination to include sexual 
orientation or other categories.” 

7. “Traditional marriage and family, based on marriage 
between one man and one woman, is the foundation 
for a free society and has for millennia been entrusted 
with rearing children and instilling cultural values.” 

8. “[We] applaud last year’s decision by the Supreme 
Court that recognized LGBT people -- like every other 
American -- have the right to marry the person they 
love.” 

9. Mentions “LGBT,” “transgender,” “sexual orientation,” 
“gender identity” or “equality” 24 times. 

10. Mentions “LGBT,” “transgender,” “sexual orientation,” 
“gender identity” or “equality” 3 times. 

 
ANSWER KEY: 1) Democratic Platform 2) Republican 
Platform 3) Republican Platform (Did you notice what 
classes are missing?) 4) Democratic Platform  
5) Democratic Platform 6) Republican Platform  
7) Republican Platform 8) Democratic Platform  
9) Democratic Platform 10) Republican Platform. 

From the right: 

The Billy Graham Evangelistic 
Association’s Analysis  

 
From https://billygraham.org/story/2016-party-
platforms. 
 
Democratic 
Democrats applaud last year’s Supreme Court ruling 
that “LGBT (lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender) 
people—like other Americans—have the right to 
marry the person they love.” 
 
Republican 
The GOP platform condemns the Supreme Court’s 
rulings that removed the ability of Congress and the 
people to define marriage as the union of one man 
and one woman. The GOP urges the reversal of those 
decisions, whether through judicial reconsideration or 
a constitutional amendment. 
 
Democratic 
The Democratic platform says: “We support a 
progressive vision of religious freedom that respects 
pluralism and rejects the misuse of religion to 
discriminate.” The party opposes a religious test to 
bar immigrants or refugees from entering the 
country. 
 
Republican 
Republicans affirm that religious freedom in the Bill of 
Rights protects the right of the people to practice 
their faith in their everyday lives. The platform 
endorses the First Amendment Defense Act, which 
would protect faith-based institutions and individuals 
from government discrimination. 
 
Democratic 
The Democratic platform recognizes gay rights as a 
human right, and party leaders have tied 
international development funds in poor countries to 
adherence to the LGBT agenda. According to the 
platform, “We will continue to stand with LGBT 
people around the world, including fighting efforts by 
any nation to infringe on LGBT rights or ignore 
abuse.” 
 
Republican 
The GOP platform states: “To those who stand in the 
darkness of tyranny, America has always been a 
beacon of hope, and so it must remain.” The party 
seeks a radical rethinking of our human rights 
diplomacy, adopting a “whole of government” 
approach in which human rights issues are integrated 
at every appropriate level of our relationships with 
other nations. 

The Platforms 
 

Fred Spannaus found several analyses of the positions of the Democratic and Republican 

parties regarding LGBTQ issues. Two were particularly fascinating. Both are based on official party 

platforms, as adopted at the 2016 national conventions. One is from the Human Rights Campaign, the 

other from the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association. They are reprinted below. 

http://www.hrc.org/blog/lets-play...-guess-who-the-2016-party-platform-edition
http://www.hrc.org/blog/lets-play...-guess-who-the-2016-party-platform-edition
https://billygraham.org/story/2016-party-platforms
https://billygraham.org/story/2016-party-platforms
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Hillary Clinton 
 
 Clinton applauded the Obama 

administration’s guidance directing public 
schools to allow transgender students to use 
restrooms matching their gender identity. 

 Clinton said she is committed to protecting 
LGBT and transgender rights. 

 Clinton praised the Supreme Court's decision 
in Obergefell v. Hodges. 

 She is critical of Republicans who reject 
marriage equality. 

 
Example: After the Obama administration issued 
guidance directing public schools to allow 
transgender students to use restrooms matching 
their gender identity on May 13, 
2016, Clinton spokeswoman Xochitl Hinojosa 
told The Washington Post, “Hillary Clinton 
applauds the Obama administration for taking 
actions this week to stand up for the rights of LGBT 
people–and particularly for the rights of 
transgender people–across the country.” She 
continued, “As president, she will fight to make 
sure all Americans can live their lives free from 
discrimination.” 

Same Sex Marriage and Adoption in the US Today 
 

By Pixie Fennessey 
 

In the United States same sex marriage is now legal in every state since June 26, 2015. The United 
States Supreme Court ruled that state level bans on same sex marriage are unconstitutional. The Court 
also ruled that the denial of marriage licenses or the refusal to recognize same sex couples as legally 
married violates the Due Process and Equal Protection clause of the 14th Amendment of the US 
Constitution.  

Before this decision by the Supreme Court, in 2015, thirty eight states recognized same sex 
marriages and offered licenses to same sex couples. Same sex marriages are licensed and recognized 
by all states, territories, and Washington DC except for the American Samoan territory. Alabama has 
some counties that since this ruling by the supreme court do not issue marriage licenses to any couple 
whether heterosexual or same sex. Kentucky has removed the name of the county clerks issuing a 
marriage license from the license.  

Since July 2, 2015 all same sex married couples have equal access to all the federal benefits that 
married heterosexual couples have. In all fifty states – since 2016 – same sex couples can now adopt 
children with both of their names on the adoption papers.  

Sources:  
 Forman, Shira (February 7, 2015) “DOL Issues Final rule Amending FMLA “Definition of Spouse 

to Include Same-Sex Marriage. Sheppard, Mullin, Richter, Hampton LLB. Retrieved Oct.2, 2016 
 “Same Sex Couples Can Now Adopt in All Fifty States: The Huffington Post, March 31, 2016. 

Donald Trump 
 

 Trump opposes same-sex marriages. 
 Trump believes states should decide 

whether transgender people may use re-
strooms matching their gender identity. 

 
Example: Before a campaign event in Raleigh, 
N.C., on July 5, 2016, reporters backstage 
asked Trump if he supported HB 2, the North 
Carolina law that prohibits transgender indi-
viduals from using a bathroom that does not 
match their gender at birth, or if he thought 
the state should make changes to it.  
 
Trump replied, “I'm going with the state. The 
state, they know what's going on. They see 
what's happening and generally speaking I go 
with the state on things like this.” Later during 
his appearance, Trump told supporters that 
he would be “better for the gay community” 
than Clinton.  

The Candidates (From https://ballotpedia.org)  

https://ballotpedia.org
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Issues in Health Care for LGBT People 
 

By Connie Requarth 
 
The health of lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender (LGBT) persons is affected by many social, 

economic and structural factors.  Assessing the health needs and barriers to access in healthcare are 
complicated by the historical lack of data collection on sexual orientation and gender identity.  For LGBT 
people, these structural issues can include stigma, ostracism, and discrimination.  

Many chronic conditions have higher prevalence in the LGBT population, including asthma, headaches, 
osteoarthritis, cardiovascular disease, and gastrointestinal problems. Discrimination and stigma also 
contribute to higher rates of depression, anxiety, and substance abuse. Higher rates of sexual assault and 
physical violence can increase depression and suicide risk, especially for adolescents and transgendered 
individuals. 

The provider/patient relationship is at the heart of health care. Many providers may have discomfort or 
a lack of knowledge related to the health needs of LGBT people. Medical education beyond HIV/AIDS issues 
has often been limited. Many LGBT people have had negative experiences in seeking health care, including 
being treated disrespectfully, discriminated against or refused treatment.  

Insurance coverage issues, gaps in the delivery system and limited access to care can occur at higher 
rates, as well. However, changes in policies and law are beginning to have a positive effect. The AMA has an 
explicit non-discrimination policy, and the World Professional Association for Transgender Health maintains 
a set of standards and principles to guide Health Care Providers. In 2011, the Joint Commission required that 
hospitals prohibit discrimination based on sexual orientation, gender identity and gender expression in 
order to receive accreditation.   

 The Affordable Care Act in 2010, the Supreme Court ruling overturning DOMA in 2013, and the 
Obergefell ruling in 2015 legalizing same-sex marriage nationwide have improved access and coverage and 
made discrimination more difficult. While things are improving, progress is slow. Changing hearts and 
attitudes is a very long process. 

(From “Health and Access to Care and Coverage for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender Individuals 
in the U.S.” Jennifer Kates, et al. Found at www.KFF.org/report-section/ July 30, 2015, updated June 6, 
2016.) 

Coming Next: 

The Holiday Book Review Issue 

Our holiday book reviews have become very popular in the past few years. We will 

continue this tradition for the 2016 Christmas season. The Peacemaking Committee invites 

readers to submit reviews of their favorite books. The books don’t have to be related to issues 

of peace and justice, but it’s really nice when they do. 

To submit a review, send it to spannaus@ameritech.net by Tuesday, November 1. Because 

we like to fit in as many as we can, we ask that reviews not exceed 200 words. 
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