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Every year, thousands of men, women, and children 
fall into the hands of human traffickers. People are being 
bought and sold and smuggled. They find themselves 
trapped – beaten, starved, and forced to work as 
prostitutes or to take jobs as migrant, domestic, 
restaurant, or factory workers with little or no pay.  

The Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish 
Trafficking in Persons, especially Women and Children 
was adopted by the United Nations General Assembly in 
2003. The Protocol defines human trafficking as “the 
recruitment, transportation, transfer, harboring or 
receipt of persons, by means of the threat or use of 
force or other forms of coercion … for the purpose of 
exploitation. Exploitation shall include, at a minimum, 
the exploitation of the prostitution of others or other 
forms of sexual exploitation, forced labor or services, 
slavery or practices similar to slavery, servitude or the 
removal of organs.” 
 

Human trafficking affects every country in the world. 
Statistics are notoriously hard to gather. Much of 

human trafficking is part of organized crime, and the 
victims are rarely in any position to report their plight. 
The UN’s 2014 Global Report on Trafficking in Persons 
revealed that victims came from 152 different countries 
and were being exploited in 124 countries. World-wide, 
79% of human trafficking is in sexual exploitation with 
another 18% in forced labor. Half of the victims are adult 
women, 21% girls, and 12% boys. 

However as the UN report cautions, “Because it is 
more frequently reported, sexual exploitation has 
become the most documented type of trafficking in 
aggregate statistics. In comparison, other forms of 
exploitation are under-reported: forced or bonded labor; 
domestic servitude and forced marriage; organ removal; 
and the exploitation of children in begging, the sex 
trade, and warfare.” 

Human trafficking is happening in the United States. 
The Justice Department reports 2,515 suspected 

incidents of human trafficking that were investigated 
between January 2008 and June 2010. About eight in 10 
of the suspected incidents of human trafficking were 
classified as sex trafficking, and about one in 10 incidents 
were classified as labor trafficking.  

In August of 2015, a leader of a human trafficking 
ring pleaded guilty in federal court to charges that he 
lured Guatemalan minors and adults into the United 
States on false pretenses, then used threats of physical 
harm to compel their labor at egg farms in Ohio. 

The FBI reports 32 convictions of human sex 
traffickers in 2016.  

On February 16, 2016 a Rochester, NY man pleaded 
guilty to conspiracy to commit sex trafficking of a minor. 
The man conspired with others to recruit a minor 
female, knowing she was under the age of 18, to engage 
in commercial sex acts. He posted ads for the female on 
Backpage.com, an internet classified advertising website.  
 

Human trafficking is happening in Illinois.   
On January 27, 2016 a Centreville, Illinois man was 

indicted for sex trafficking. The indictment said that he 
“recruited, enticed, provided and maintained a person 
knowing that the person had not attained the age of 18 
years and knowing that the person would be caused to 
be engaged in a commercial sex act.” 

 In November of 2015, an Ohio man was convicted 
for his role in a sex trafficking conspiracy involving minor 
girls who were transported to Chicago from Iowa to 
engage in prostitution. The three minor girls testified at 
trial about their ordeals. One of the girls testified that 
the man starved her by withholding food until she would 
submit to his demands to engage in prostitution. 

 In October of 2015, a Bolingbrook, Illinois man was 
sentenced to 47 years in federal prison for running a 
brutal sex trafficking ring that forced four victims into 
prostitution. Evidence at trial showed that he recruited 
and groomed his victims. In addition to supplying his 
victims with heroin, he used threats and physical 
beatings to assert control over them. When the victims 
broke his rules or disobeyed him, he often raped them. 
He also required his victims to commit commercial sex 
acts, and to give him the money they earned. 

Human trafficking, also known as trafficking in 
persons (TIP), is a modern-day form of slavery. It is a 
crime under federal and international law; it is also a 
crime in every state in the United States. 
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Victims’ Stories 
By Phyllis McPherron 
 

It was truly heart wrenching for me to read some of the stories of the victims of sex trafficking. 
Because of that, I didn’t want to write this article, but their stories have to be told. These are individuals, 
often children, who have been subjected to horrific acts. Here are just a couple of their stories. 

 
Cambodian Girl Sold for Her Virginity 
Kieu’s mother sold her 12 year old daughter to be used for sex to help pay off her exorbitant debt to a 

loan shark. The desperate mom had to secure a “certificate of virginity” from a doctor and then sold the 
girl to a man who raped her in a hotel room for 2 days. She was then sold to brothels on three occasions. 
She finally escaped to a safe house. 

 
Abused American Teen Coerced by Pimp  
Tessa was sexually abused by her father for the first time when she was seven years old. Her mother 

was consumed with her own drug addiction. When Tessa was a sophomore in high school, she met Jared 
whom she did not know was a pimp. He showered her with gifts and often reminded her that no one else 
could love her because she was “damaged.” 

Jared soon convinced Tessa to sell her body for sex, and he would attack her and deprive her of food 
if she did not meet her quotas. He kept all the money and forced her to tattoo his name on her neck. 
Eventually she escaped and found refuge with Not For Sale, a San Francisco based organization that 
provides care for trafficking survivors. 

 
As in these two stories, victims are often exploited by someone they trust and are then stripped of 

their dignity. They tell their stories in the hope that world leaders will endeavor to find a way to end 
human trafficking so that others will not suffer as they have. 

Trafficking in Decatur? 
 

By Fred Spannaus  
 

Although sex trafficking is thought to be rare in Decatur, 
our community is not immune from its impact. Our local 
sexual assault center, Growing Strong, currently works with 
seven young women who came to Decatur after being 
trafficked elsewhere. 

A typical case: Working with her pimp, a woman in St. 
Louis forced her 14-year-old daughter into the sex trade. The 
girl escaped to Decatur to live with a paternal aunt, and she 
was put in touch with Growing Strong, which continues to 
provide ongoing counseling and support.  

Cathy Byers, the executive director of Growing Strong, 
credits the Decatur Public Schools for addressing sex 
trafficking head-on. “When my community educators told me 
they wanted to offer a series on sex trafficking in the public 
schools, I said, ‘They’ll never let you do that. If they let you in, 
I’ll buy you a dinner.’” 

Dinner was on Cathy. “It was a fantastic response,” she 

said. The DPS schools welcomed the presentations. 

Unfortunately, the presentations were curtailed when 

Growing Strong was forced to lay off its educators due to the 

state’s financial crisis. 

Jean Moore, director of the Child 1st Center (formerly 

Macon County Child Advocacy Center) says that her agency 

sees a couple of children a year who could be considered 

victims of trafficking. Their caregivers forced them to have sex 

with others in trade for drugs, use of vehicles or other favors. 
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Response to Human Trafficking in the Corporate World 

By Sandy Peterson 
 

If we want to understand how human trafficking 
affects our everyday lives, we need to learn more about 
our own consumerism and its contribution to the 
problem. Besides altering our buying habits, we can 
help hold corporations accountable through educating 
ourselves and supporting organizations working for 
change.   

This article will focus on a few such organizations 
that go beyond finger-pointing to showing businesses 
what they can do to eliminate abuses. 

Know The Chain (knowthechain.org) was founded 
by Humanity United in 2013 to “encourage greater 
corporate understanding of the California Supply Chain 
Transparency Act” (2010). The group describes itself as 
“a resource for businesses and investors who need to 
understand and address forced labor abuses within 
their supply chain.”  Know the Chain provides 
companies with practical ways to “comply with growing 
legal obligations and operate more transparently and 
responsibly.” 

Know the Chain developed a pilot benchmark 
report intended to identify companies with strong 
forced labor-fighting practices. Twenty companies were 
selected for the pilot. Those companies represent three 
sectors:  1) apparel and footwear; 2) food and 
beverage; and 3) information and communication 
technologies. 

Companies in the pilot project were measured by 
how well they met specific benchmarks, such as a) 
policies against human trafficking and forced labor, 
along with specific expectations for suppliers; b) 
accountability and training that leads to policy 
adherence; and c) establishment of programs to 
remediate violations. 

Benchmarks for each studied sector will be 
published later this year. The process “is intended to 
identify companies with strong practices and encourage 
others to improve.”  Note:  The full report (and 
company names) can be downloaded from the 
knowthechain.org website under “Benchmarks.” 

Brief descriptions of some organizations that have 
partnered with and act as resources for Know the 
Chain: 
 
Humanity United (humanityunited.org) is a “U.S.-

based foundation dedicated to building peace and 
advancing human freedom.” 

 
Verité (verite.org) is an “independent non-profit 

(organization) monitoring international labor 
rights abuses in off-shore production.” Its mission 
is “to ensure that people around the world work 
under safe, fair and legal conditions.” 

 
The Interfaith Center on Corporate Responsibility 

(iccr.org) is a “coalition of faith and values-driven 
organizations who view the management of their 
investments as a powerful catalyst for social 
change.” Their membership “collectively 
represents over $100 billion in invested capital.” 
They “engage hundreds of multinational 
corporations annually to promote more 
sustainable and just practices.” 

 
Free the Slaves (freetheslaves.net) was founded in the 

U.S. in 2000 and is a non-partisan and politically 
independent modern abolitionist movement. The 
group has worked in India, Nepal, Congo, Ghana, 
and Haiti. Its guiding principles are “inclusion, 
transparency, and accountability.” 

 
Made In a Free World (madeinafreeworld.com) 

describes itself as “a new generation of consumers 
and businesses working together to free the 30 
million people in slavery.” The group established a 
network of buyers and suppliers using their 
software technology to enable companies to “dig 
deeper into their supply chains” and identify 
possible problems. 

 
The Tronic Foundation (tronicfoundation.org) is a 

“global U.N.-accredited organization to end slavery 
and human trafficking.” It was started by two 
former victims and, through awareness 
campaigns, provides a voice for other victims 
being held against their will in “factories, brothels, 
underground sweatshops, shipyards, and private 
homes.” Companies can apply for the 
Foundation’s Freedom Seal, which when displayed 
on their products will tell consumers that the 
companies are “actively battling human 
trafficking.” 
 
Know the Chain’s pilot benchmark report has 

been a brief glimpse into some of what is being done 
to combat human trafficking in the labor force. I 
encourage the reader to dig deeper into the issue and 
the work of these named organizations and others.   

http://www.knowthechain.org
http://www.knowthechain.org
http://www.humanityunited.org
http://www.verite.org
http://www.iccr.org
http://www.freetheslaves.net
http://www.madeinafreeworld.com
http://www.tronicfoundation.org
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Human Trafficking in the Fishing Industry 
 
By Connie Requarth 

 

Human trafficking is rampant in the fishing industry worldwide, but is especially 
onerous in the South China Sea among the Thai fishing fleet. Imagine being a 17 year old 
poor farm boy in inland Myanmar or Cambodia.  You want to help support your younger 
siblings and are offered a chance to work in construction in Thailand. You are then taken by 
truck to a port on the ocean you have never seen.  You cannot speak the language, cannot 
swim and are forced or deceived into signing contracts and agreeing to fees.  You then 
begin work on a fishing vessel which operates in remote area, with no chance of escaping or 
seeking help.  And you may be there for months or even years. 

The fishing companies, driven by greed and aided by corruption, ignore employment 
law and environmental regulations. Three factors play a role:  As the demand for fish 
increases and the fish stock diminishes, cheap labor is required to maintain profit margins; 
there is a vulnerable, easily exploited population nearby desperate for work; and corrupt or 
weak governmental bodies cannot adequately oversee the ships and harbors. 

The exploited workers face abuse – verbal, physical (sometimes sexual), overwork and 
underpayment, violence and execution at sea. They can be forced to work long shifts with 
only short sleep breaks in deplorable conditions below deck, and receive little food and no 
medical care.  An ill or injured worker is often thrown overboard. 

Organizations working to improve conditions target three sectors:  1) the Thai 
government, where threatened sanctions can be effective; 2) the corporate world where 
public opinion matters, especially buyers such as Walmart, Carrefour, Costco and Tesco; and 
3) the migrants, who can be provided practical and legal support via non-governmental 
organizations in Thailand or other countries. 

Lives are lost or ruined as the demand for fish rises – both fish for human consumption 
and the fish used in pet food and feeds. Too many boats, too little fish and inadequate 
oversight have become a deadly combination. 

Sources:  “Slavery at Sea: human trafficking in the fishing industry exposed” by Sarah 
Lazarus in Post Magazine, 14 June 2015, and “Sea Slaves: the human misery that feed pets 
and livestock” by Ian Urbina in the NY Times, 17 July 2015. 

For More Information:  See Human Rights Watch Asia or Slave Free Seas, located out of 

New Zealand. 
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By Pixie Fennessey 
 
It is estimated that in Kenya there are be-

tween 30,000 and 50,000 children involved in the 
commercial sex trade. Many of these children are 
sold by their caretakers to brokers for child labor 
and/or sex work. Each child is sold for approxi-
mately $600. Often parents coerce their children 
into prostitution as a way to afford food, shelter 
and water for the rest of the family.  

Many of the children are taken to the coastal 
areas around Lake Victoria or Mombasa or to 
Nairobi.  Populations in these areas are made up 
of many tourists, miners and fisherman. Accord-
ing to the Refuge Consortium of Kenya (RCK), at 
least 50 girls between the ages of 10-15 are sold 
each week to serve as sex workers in the major 
cities and towns in Kenya. Sex trafficking of chil-
dren in Kenya is estimated to bring in about 
$40,000,000 annually.  

Many young women from Kenya are prom-
ised jobs in foreign countries such as Kuwait, 
Saudi Arabia, United Arab Emirates, Germany, 
Italy, or South Africa. When they arrive in these 
countries, however, their passports are taken 
from them, and they are often locked up and de-
nied food until they agree to become sex work-
ers. 

According, to the U. S. Department of State, 
Kenya has been placed on the Tier 2 Watch List. 
This list is made up of governments who do not 
fully comply with standards of the Trafficking 
Victims Protection Act’s (TVPA) but that are mak-
ing efforts to bring themselves into compliance 
with those standards. 

And:  
 

 The absolute number of victims of severe 
forms of trafficking is very significant or is 
significantly increasing; 

 
 There is a failure to provide evidence of in-

creasing efforts  to combat severe forms of 
trafficking in persons from the previous year; 

 
 The country has committed to making signifi-

cant efforts to bring itself into compliance 
with the minimum standards based on the 
commitments by the country to take addi-
tional future steps to reduce trafficking of 
persons. 
 
According to Walk Free, a non-governmental 

organization whose goal is to reduce trafficking 
in Kenya, trafficking could be reduced if govern-
ment officials involved in investigating and ar-
resting the sex brokers would stop taking bribes. 
Another step that would help is for the owners of 
hotels and resorts to demand identification of 
children before allowing them to stay at the ho-
tel or resort with an adult.  

Human Trafficking in Kenya 
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United Methodist Women Protest Human Trafficking 
 

By Verlyn Rosenberger 
 

In early February this year, while many people were preparing for a Super Bowl party in their homes, 
United Methodist Women (UMW) groups around the country were preparing for their “Umbrella Defense” 
to take a stand against human trafficking and to raise awareness of the exploitative practices of forcing 
people to perform labor or sex work.   

The term “Umbrella Defense” was originated in professional football in 1950 by the New York Giants 
coach, Steve Owen. It was a defensive strategy that consisted of flooding the passing target area with extra 
players and resulting in shutting out the Cleveland Browns, the top NFL team of that year, by means of 
numerous interceptions. 

In a UMW fact sheet (see: www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/human-trafficking), an estimated 20.9 
million persons worldwide, mostly female, are trafficked in what is described as the second largest and 
fastest growing criminal industry in the world. For obvious reasons, the Super Bowl is the prime time for the 
trafficking of sex workers. As an act of social justice, the UMW urged its members to join the “Intercept the 
Traffickers” photo campaign to open up their umbrellas to form a virtual line of defense around the stadium 
symbolizing protection and hope for the victims of this modern-day slavery.   

Some UMW members in the San Francisco Bay area actually went to the stadium with their umbrellas 
showing the message “We are United Methodist Women opening umbrellas to intercept human trafficking.” 
They also displayed numerous photos of UMW members with umbrellas from around the country.  

Find out more: 
 

Resources compiled by Jim Rauff 

 

 For more information on world-wide human trafficking see the United Nations website: https://

www.unodc.org/unodc/en/human-trafficking/faqs.html 

 

 For more information on human trafficking in the United States see the FBI website: https://

www.fbi.gov/about-us/investigate/civilrights/human_trafficking 

 

 The trailer “Chosen,” a powerful film about sex trafficking in the U.S. can be viewed at https://

www.youtube.com/watch?v=7xdkNE8Jp9E 

 The Human Trafficking Resource Center tells us how to recognize the signs of human trafficking and 

who to contact for help: http://traffickingresourcecenter.org/what-human-trafficking/recognizing-signs 

 Growing Strong in Decatur is working to combat child sex trafficking locally: http://

www.growingstrongcenter.org/ 

 Grounds of Grace in Springfield helps victims of human trafficking: http://www.groundsofgrace.com/ 

http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/human-trafficking
https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/human-trafficking/faqs.html
https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/human-trafficking/faqs.html
https://www.fbi.gov/about-us/investigate/civilrights/human_trafficking
https://www.fbi.gov/about-us/investigate/civilrights/human_trafficking
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7xdkNE8Jp9E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7xdkNE8Jp9E
http://traffickingresourcecenter.org/what-human-trafficking/recognizing-signs
http://www.growingstrongcenter.org/
http://www.growingstrongcenter.org/
http://www.groundsofgrace.com/

