
 

 

Peace Notes is distributed three or four times a year by the Peacemaking Committee. Its articles 

are intended to be thought-provoking and consciousness-raising, as well as informative about 
peacemaking efforts of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) and First Presbyterian Church. Viewpoints 

expressed do not necessarily reflect positions of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) or our local 
congregation. Thanks to all who contributed to this issue.  
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Hotel on the Corner of Bitter and Sweet by Jamie Ford 
(Ballantine, 2009) 
 

Hotel on the Corner of Bitter and Sweet is one of 
those stories that stays with you. When I read Jamie 
Ford’s 2009 debut novel, I had just finished doing a 
presentation on the city of Seattle.  In that presentation, 
I had covered the Japanese internment camps in the 
Pacific Northwest, and I think these characters, albeit 
fictional, gave voice to the many pictures and accounts 
from that time. 

Hotel tells the story of 
1942 in Seattle through the 
eyes of Henry Lee, a 12 
year old boy of Chinese 
descent. In spite of the 
antipathy between the 
Chinese and the Japanese 
in Seattle, Henry forms a 
deep friendship with Keiko, 
a young girl of Japanese 
descent from his school.   

After the attack on 
Pearl Harbor, Keiko and 
her family are deported to 
an internment camp sever-
al hours away, leaving most of their possessions in stor-
age at the Panama Hotel. Henry finds ingenious ways to 
visit Keiko and they promise to reunite when the war is 
over. Sadly, they lose touch.  

Over forty years later, when the Japanese families’ 
boxes and cases are re-discovered in the Panama Hotel 
basement, Henry sees familiar items and his past mem-
ories of Keiko flood back. 

Henry’s wife has recently died, he and his only son 
are at odds and Henry is feeling old and lost. His re-
discovery of his own past and his reconnection with his 
son make a touching story about loss and forgiveness. 

This story is well-written, moving, and historically 
accurate. While Henry and Keiko’s early romance would 
seem more believable were they slightly older and the 
ending leaves many questions unanswered, I would 
recommend this book highly. 

(Reviewed by Connie Requarth) 

The Real Cost of Fracking: How America’s Shale Gas 
Boom Is Threatening Our Families, Pets, and Food by 
Michelle Bamberger and Robert Oswald (Beacon Press, 
2014) 
 

This well-researched book explains horizontal frac-
turing of the earth to obtain natural gas or oil. The au-
thors interviewed many people from Pennsylvania to 
Colorado, New York, and North Dakota, to learn the 
correlation between fracking and the negative health 
effects of people, pets, and livestock living close to 
drilling sites. 

Deeply personal stories the authors heard from 
men and women whose lives were drastically altered 
by living close to fracturing operations include: head-
aches, nosebleeds, rashes and cancer; litters of still-
born puppies; cattle that failed to produce any calves; 
well water and farm ponds contaminated by spilled 
fracking waste water; and sudden deaths of animals 
after exposure to hydraulic fracturing fluids.  

The authors found that drilling companies and the 
state environmental regulatory agencies continue to 
behave irresponsibly in handling problems occurring 
after the onset of oil or gas drilling. 

(Reviewed by Verlyn Rosenberger) 
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March - Book One by John Lewis, Andrew Aydin, 
and Nate Powell (Top Shelf Productions, 2013) 
 

On October 19 I joined Connie Requarth and 
Fred Spannaus to go to Springfield to hear Con-
gressman John Lewis, his co-author Andrew Aydin, 
and illustrator Nate Powell talk about the graphic 
memoir they created. As stated by NPR (National 
Public Radio), March is “An astonishingly accom-
plished graphic memoir that brings to life a vivid 
portrait of the civil rights era, Lewis’ extraordinary 
history and accomplishments, and the movement 
he helped lead.”  

It is especially directed toward the young read-
ers who have no memory of the civil rights move-
ment, but as a “not so young” reader I found this 
comic memoir to be powerful, both in words and 
pictures. 

As I listened to John Lewis tell about his child-
hood chickens on that evening in October, I realized 
what a wonderful story teller he is. Andrew Aydin, 
co-author, serves as Policy Advisor to Representa-
tive Lewis.  

He shared how he had to convince his boss to 
write this graphic memoir. Nate Powell, illustrator, 
discussed how he used black, white, and grey to 
convey the emotional impact of the drawings. It was 
a fascinating evening. 

I bought March - Book One. I wished I had 
bought March - Book Two also, so I could continue 
the story. A third book comes out in 2016. 

March has been a New York Times bestseller 
and won numerous awards, including a Coretta 
Scott King Honor Book and the Robert F. Kennedy 
Book Award Special Recognition.  

(Reviewed by Phyllis McPherron) 

Finding Winnie: The True Story of the World’s 
Most Famous Bear by Lindsay Mattick (Little, 
Brown Company, 2015) 

 
In 1914, Harry Colebourn, a veterinarian on his 

way to tend horses in World War I, rescued a baby 
bear and named her Winnie after his hometown of 
Winnipeg. Harry’s real-life great-granddaughter 
tells the true story of this remarkable friendship 
and journey from Canada, across the ocean to an 
army base in England.  

While staying at the London Zoo during and 
after the war, Winnie made another new friend, 
Christopher Robin Milne. Christopher had an un-
named toy bear, which he then named Winnie-the 
Pooh (to distinguish him from the real Winnie). 
Christopher’s father, A.A. Milne, then created sto-
ries about adventures in Christopher’s backyard 
woods to entertain them all. 

This wonderful new book is appropriate for 
toddlers old enough to know Winnie-the-Pooh to 
elementary age readers. More than 20 adults have 
also enjoyed the book in the past several weeks! 
I’ve ordered my own copy. Why not join me? 

(Reviewed by Craig Mandernach) 
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Books make wonderful gifts for the younger people on your Christmas list! Most of us are familiar with 

the wonderful works of such popular authors as Dr. Seuss, A.A. Milne, Beatrix Potter, Maurice Sendak, Eric 
Carle, Beverly Cleary, and Richard Peck. 

Here are some new suggestions from the extensive list of “2015 Notable Children’s Books” from the Asso-
ciation for Library Services to Children: 
 

Younger Readers (preschool to age 7):  
Beautiful Moon: A Child’s Prayer by Tonya Bolden (young boy prays for 
homeless, hungry, war-torn, and family). 
A Dance Like Starlight: Ballerina’s Dream by Kristy Dempsey 
(“inspirational message told in lyrical language about the power of 
dreams”). 
Nana in the City, by Lauren Castillo (A grandmother helps her young 
grandson lose his fear and “experience the loud, busy city in a new 
way”). 
Water Rolls, Water Rises: Agua Rueda, El Agua Sube by Pat Mora 
(celebrating the power, beauty, and value of water poetically in Spanish 
and English with dramatic illustrations). 
You Are (Not) Small by Anna King (A heated debate between two furry 
creatures provides a humorous tale with an unexpected and satisfying 
conclusion). 
 

Middle Readers (ages 8-10, grades 3-5): 
Absolutely Almost by Lisa Graff (fifth grader learns important lesson about being 

himself). 
Before After by Anne-Margot Ramstein and Mathias Aregui (clever wordless book 

challenging reader to figure out connections). 
Kinda Like Brothers by Coe Booth (valuing friendship in a family that fosters chil-

dren). 
Mysterious Patterns: Finding Fractals in Nature by Sarah C. Campbell (observing 

the correlation between nature and math). 
The Red Pencil by Andrea Davis Pinckney (overcoming the limited expectations 

for girls in the midst of the Darfur conflict in Sudan). 
 
Older Readers (ages 11-14, grades 6-8): 
Because They Marched: The People’s Campaign for Voting Rights That Changed 

America by Russell Freedman (celebrating the 50th anniversary of this pivotal 
event in history). 

The Crossover by Kwame Alexander (Through the rhythms of a poetry jam, a 12 
year old narrator paints a portrait of a close-knit family “on the brink of crisis”). 

The Night Gardener by Jonathan Auxier (“spine-tingling tale” of two abandoned siblings in Victorian England 
who “discover the value of storytelling, as well as the dark side of greed”). 

Nine Open Arms by Benny Lindelauf (A family that moves into a new house discovers a “tragical tragedy” 
concerning the mysterious man living in the hedge). 

A Time to Dance by Padma Venkatraman (a novel-in-verse about a young, Indian dancer who adapts to using 
a prosthesis after a freak car accident). 

 
All Ages (appeal and interest for children in all the above age ranges): 
The Right Word: Roget and His Thesaurus by Jen Bryant (picture book biography of Peter Mark Roget telling 

of his passion from boyhood for list-making and words). 
Take Away the A: An Alphabeast of a Book! by Michael Escoffier (useful and hilariously “clever word-within-

a-word alphabetical approach”) 
 
To view the complete list and find related links, go to www.ala.org. 

(Contributed by Sandy Peterson) 

http://www.ala.org/
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The Great Divide: Unequal Societies and What We 
Can Do About Them by Joseph E Stiglitz (W. W. 
Norton & Company, 2015)  
 

In The Great Divide, Nobel Prize winner Joseph 
E Stiglitz expands on the diagnosis he offered in his 
best-selling book, The Price of Inequality, and sug-
gests ways to counter America’s growing problem. 
Stiglitz argues that inequality is a choice – the cu-
mulative result of unjust policies and misguided 
priorities. 

Stiglitz delves into the irresponsible policies – 
deregulation, tax cuts, and tax breaks for the One 
Percent – that are leaving many Americans farther 
and farther behind and turning the American dream 
into an evermore unachievable myth.  

He urges us to embrace real solutions: increas-
ing taxes on corporations and the wealthy; offering 
more help to the children of the poor; investing in 
education, science, and infrastructure; helping out 
homeowners instead of banks; and doing more to 
restore the economy to full employment. 

Stiglitz believes our choice is not between 
growth and fairness; with the right policies we can 
choose both. His complaint is how 21st-century 
capitalism has been perverted. His is a call to con-
front America’s economic inequality as the political 
and moral issue that it is.   

(Reviewed by Verlyn Rosenberger) 

Qur’an in Conversation by Michael Birkel (Baylor 
University Press, 2014) 
 

Presbyterians are used to having conversa-
tions about the Bible. Our understanding of 
scripture is informed by scholarship and inter-
pretation. We see our scripture as a dynamic text 
interacting with our contemporary world. It may 
come as surprise that modern Muslims have a 
similar relationship with their holy book, the 
Qur’an.   

Qur’an in Conversation is a collection of 
scriptural interpretations written by North Amer-
ican Muslim religious leaders and academics elic-
ited in conversation with Michael Birkel, Profes-
sor of Religion at Earlham College. The Muslim 
participants include professors of religion, pro-
fessors of anthropology, imams, lawyers, and 
chaplains. They are male and female, black and 
white. All are devoted Muslims who strive to find 
guidance in the Qur’an for the difficulties of 
modern society. 

As I read Qur’an 
in Conversation, I 
was struck by several 
recurring themes 
that are remarkably 
similar to those 
offered by contem-
porary Christian in-
terpreters of the Bi-
ble.  

These Muslim 
scholars stress the 
oneness of God, 
God’s divine mercy 
and grace, human 
kindness, justice, and human dignity.  They also 
spoke of religious diversity as God’s intention 
and consequently, the importance of respect for 
and cooperation with other religions.   

I also found the Qur’anic versions of some of 
the stories in our Bible, particularly of Abraham 
and Isaac, quite interesting. These versions offer 
much food for thought about the characters in 
the stories, how they viewed their part in the 
story, and what God’s message in the story could 
be. 

Qur’an in Conversation gave me a better un-
derstanding of the Qur’an and of how contempo-
rary Muslims have come to understand it in a 
modern context. If you are interested in contem-
porary North American Islam and the meaning of 
the Qur’an, then you will find Qur’an in Conver-
sation well worth reading. 

(Reviewed by Jim Rauff) 
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One Man’s Meat by E.B. White (Tillbury House, 2003; originally pub-
lished by Harper & Brothers, 1942) 
 

One Man’s Meat is a selection of E.B. White’s essays from the New 
Yorker Magazine from 1938 to 1943. “In print for sixty-five years, One 
Man's Meat continues to delight readers with E.B. White's witty, suc-
cinct observations on daily life at a Maine saltwater farm.  

“Too personal for an almanac, too sophisticated for a domestic 
history, and too funny and self-doubting for a literary journal, One 
Man's Meat can best be described as a primer of a countryman's les-
sons, a timeless recounting of experience that will never go out of 
style.” 

E. B. White is called America’s classic essayist. I first read and dis-
cussed this book in a college English class. It has the distinction of be-
ing the only book I have read at least once each year since 1962. It has 
wonderful turns-of-phrase in observations on daily living, the Depres-
sion, and going to war. It sits on the same shelf as my Bible. Maybe 
you would like to own and read a copy, too. 

(Reviewed by Craig Mandernach) 

Ties That Bind; Stories of Love and Gratitude from the First Ten Years of  
StoryCorps by David Isay (Penguin Books 2014) 
 

A celebration of the relationships that bring us strength, purpose, and joy, 
Ties That Bind honors the people who nourish and strengthen us. StoryCorps 
founder Dave Isay draws from ten years of the revolutionary oral history pro-
ject’s rich archives, collecting conversations that celebrate the power of the 
human bond and capture the moment at which individuals become family.  

Between blood relations, friends, coworkers, and neighbors, in the most 
trying circumstances and in the unlikeliest of places, enduring connections are 
formed and lives are forever changed. 

The stories shared in Ties That Bind reveal our need to reach out, to sup-
port, and to share life’s burdens and joys. We meet two brothers, separately 
cast out by their parents, who reconnect and rebuild a new family around 
each other.  

We encounter unexpected joy: A gay woman reveals to her beloved grand-
daughter that she grew up believing that family was a happiness she would 
never be able to experience. We witness life-changing friendship: An Iraq war 
veteran recalls his wartime bond with two local children and how his relation-
ship with his wife helped him overcome the trauma of losing them. 

Against unspeakable odds, at their most desperate moments, the individu-
als we meet in Ties That Bind find their way to one another, discovering hope 
and healing. Commemorating ten years of StoryCorps, the conversations col-
lected in Ties That Bind are a testament to the transformational power of lis-
tening. 

(Reviewed by Verlyn Rosenberger)  
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The Worst Hard Time: The Untold Story of Those Who Survived the Great American Dust Bowl by 
Timothy Egan (Mariner Books, 2006) 

We’ve heard stories of the farmers and townspeople who left the dust-bowl for California – driven 
by drought, tractored out by corporations, heading for mostly nonexistent jobs on the ranches and in 
the orchards of the Golden State. We know the Joads, and we know them pretty well. 

But what of those who chose to tough it out – the Texans, Oklahomans, Kansans, and Coloradoans 
who did not pack up their belongings and head out on U.S. 66? The ones who stayed on the Great 
Plains and survived (most of them, anyway) the Depression and the dust. 

Their stories remained largely unknown until a decade ago, when Timothy Egan chronicled their 
hardships in the epic nonfiction work, the Worst Hard Time. 

Readers of the New York Times op-ed page will recognize Egan as a recent addition to the rotation 
of regular contributors, but years before that the native northwesterner was a first-rate historian and 
an artful writer. If you’ve not read any of his books, this is as good a place to start as you’ll find. It was 
published in 2006 and won the National Book Award for nonfiction. 

It’s chock full of fascinating stories of real families of the 30’s, as they hoped against hope for rains. 
It tells how the dustbowl was not a natural disaster, but prompted by human acts and misguided public 
policies. But it’s no political screed – it’s as readable and non-polemic a tale as you’ll find anywhere. 
Among other memorable anecdotes, you will cherish his narrative on how tumbleweed came to Ameri-
ca from Russia, carried across the Atlantic in the pockets of displaced German farmers. True. 

(Reviewed by Fred Spannaus)  

The Sound of a Wild Snail Eating by Elisabeth Tova Bailey (Algonquin Books, 2010) 
 

Elisabeth Tova Bailey tells the inspiring and intimate story of her year-
long encounter with a Neohelix albolabris — a common forest snail. While an ill-
ness keeps her bedridden, Bailey watches as the snail takes up residence on her 
nightstand. Intrigued by its molluscan anatomy, cryptic defenses, clear decision 
making ability, hydraulic locomotion, and mysterious courtship activities, Bailey 
becomes an astute and amused observer. The Sound of a Wild Snail Eating is a re-
markable journey of survival and resilience, showing us how a small part of the 
natural world illuminates our own human existence. 

(Reviewed by Verlyn Rosenberger) 


