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September 13, 2015
8:00 a.m.
Worship Service – Chapel
16th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
9:00 a.m.
Christian Education Hour
9:15 a.m.
NewSong Worship Service – Chapel
10:15 a.m.
Chapel Class – Chapel
10:30 a.m.
Worship Service – Sanctuary
10:30 a.m.
Children’s Church School – Lower Level
First Presbyterian Vision and Mission Statements
VISION: As faithful followers of Jesus Christ, we seek to be an open, caring, compassionate congregation,
and to bring about positive changes in our community and world.
MISSION: We celebrate, explore, and demonstrate our Christian faith in loving service.
STRATEGIC PRIORITIES: 1) Continue to be an active community-oriented congregation; 2) Develop a passion for
discipleship and advocacy; 3) Celebrate unity of purpose with diversity in action.

Sanctuary Choir Returns

This is what you need to know to start singing
with us this year. Please call director, Doug
Nicholson, with questions about joining or simply
come try it out.
Wednesday Rehearsals begin in the choir
room on September 9 with Tenors and
Basses at 6:30 PM and full choir at 7:00
PM
Sunday Choir Anthems begin September 13
with warmup in the choir room at 10:05 AM
followed by the service in the Sanctuary at
10:30 AM.
A Fall Potluck is planned for Sunday,
September 27, at the Rosenberger’s (356
Holiday Dr.) where we will gather between
12:30 and 1 PM.
Along with weekly anthems at the 10:30
service, the choir is involved in a few extra
programs which may involve extra
rehearsals. Plans for this year include a
Nov. 15th Evensong service, a Christmas
Music program Sunday morning, Dec. 20th,
and a Decatur Church Choir Festival after
the new year.
Singing in the choir is good for your soul,
good for your mental and physical health,
and just a great group activity. Join us!

August Session Highlights
The Session met for its stated monthly meeting on
Monday, August 17, 2015 and heard most
committees share reports of their summer
meetings and activities. The Session had the great
pleasure of endorsing two members -- Sarah
Moore Montgomery and Cathryn “Kate” Pyle -as to be enrolled as candidates on their journey
toward ordination in the denomination. The
Session also heard an update report from the
Pastor Nominating Committee and approved
Susan Moore as a lay commissioner to the
September Presbytery meeting. During the report
from the finance committee, two
recommendations were approved: one for the
2016 operating budget target of $500,000 and the
second for a $400,000 capital campaign over
three years. The plan is to conduct one campaign
to solicit pledges for both of these areas this Fall.
More information will come from the stewardship
and finance committees. The next stated meeting
of the Session is Monday, September 21, at 7 p.m.

STOCK THE “FREEZER”
Our LAST Sunday for
2015 to prepare and
serve the meal at Good
Samaritan Inn is
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER
20. Treats will be
needed for that meal.
Since it is way too hot to bake, let’s donate
individual pre-wrapped treats such as Little
Debbie Nutty Bars, Oatmeal Pies, Rice Krispie
Treats, etc. Please put any donations in the
kitchen or kitchen freezer (if it’s something that
might melt) by NO LATER THAN FRIDAY,
SEPTEMBER 18. Your help is always
appreciated.
Thanks!
(NewSong mission group and Deacons)

OUR CHURCH FAMILY
PRAYER CONCERNS

E-mail concerns to
amcelder@comcast.net

Jack Brown is in back at DMH in room 5127 to
resolve some minor health issues and will return to
Heartland soon to continue physical therapy.
Mary Elizabeth Platt is now in hospice care.
Our sympathy is extended to Jim and Elysa
Montgomery and family on the death of Jim’s father
Howard. He died Tuesday, September 2, 2015.
Thank You
To the First Presbyterian Parish Visitors
I want to express my appreciation to you for the
birthday card you sent to my home. In the past
Hoyt Coverstone used to perform this mission. It
is good to know that you are keeping that
mission alive.

VERY GOOD
September 13 SUNDAY GREETERS

Before Service
#1 Volunteer
#4 Jim and Connie May
#2 Walt and Denise Lohmann #5 Chuck Boes
#3 Noah Gillespie
Computer Tech
Fred Spannaus
Web Team
Media Tech
Theresa Boes
Jackie Evans
Andy Rauff
Church School Teacher
Margi Nicholson

Just Flicks launches Sept. 13.
Season Opener will be Secrets & Lies
1996) at 1st Pres at 6:00 p.m.

Sincerely,
Al Blickensderfer
~~~~~~~~~~
Thank you for your continued support of the DOVE
program.
Barb Blakey
Director of Volunteers & Community Relations
~~~~~~~~~~
Thanks to Sunday’s speaker, Marcia Phillips
from Old Kings Orchard for sharing the plans
for a new playground in their PEACE Park.
Over $16,000 has been raised by OKO to help
with the project.
The KaBoom community event for volunteers
to build the playground will be Saturday,
September 26. For more information contact
Alida Graham at alidalgraham@gmail.com or
(217) 428-2782)
Adult Ministry
New E-mail Address
Myung Kim - 98mckim@gmail.com
New Address
Nina & Ashley Page
Melissa & Madeline “Maddy” Ashley
114 E. North Water
Bethany, IL 61914

WOMEN’S NIGHT OUT
Thurs., Sept. 24, 2015,
5:30 p.m.
Paco’s Sol Bistro
237 N. Main St.
RSVP!

Just Flicks opens its 2015-2016 season on Sunday,
September 13, with the 1996 Mike Leigh film Secrets
& Lies. Set in
London, the
film exposes
class and race
lines, and
manages to
infuse some
wonderful
humor along the way. Here’s a quick summary of the
plot, adapted from IMDb:
Cynthia lives in London with her sullen streetsweeper daughter. Her brother has been
successful with his photographer's business and
now lives nearby in a more upmarket house. But
Cynthia hasn't even been invited round there after
a year. So, all round, she feels rather lonely and
isolated. Meanwhile, in another part of town,
Hortense, adopted at birth but now grown up,
starts to try and trace her mother. As successful
black woman, she is shocked to find that her birth
mother is Cynthia, a lower-class white woman
who denies her daughter. As emotions run high,
everyone's secrets are exposed.
Even though the film claims U.S. provenance, it
sounds quite British, doesn’t it? As British critic
Jonathon Romney put it in his 1996 review in
the Guardian, “There aren't many people apart from
Leigh who can do Britain this way but when he does,
it's like a land mine planted in the heart of sitcom
land.”
The evening begins at 6 pm. with a few minutes of
refreshments and what is sure to be a brief and
thought-provoking introduction by the moderator,
Fred Spannaus. The location is First Presbyterian
Church.

Grandma’s Pie Plate
The class was a success, and if you wish
to obtain a copy of the workbook,
contact Christl at 429-4195.

WORSHIP SERVICES
September 13, 2015
TH
16 SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
John Kay, preaching
Sandy Peterson, 8:00 a.m. lay leader
Cindy Wene, 9:15 a.m. service leader
Mike Zia, 10:30 a.m. lay leader
Scripture
Mark 8:27-38
Sermon
“The Language of Love”
Flowers
The flowers this Sunday are in loving
memory of Robert D. Grohne, given by his
wife Martha, children and grandchildren.
September Ushers
Jon Scharfenberg and Bob Dunn,
Co-captains
Pierce Bruckner
Joli Cirks-sub
Diane and Bob Dunn
Bruce Mason
Carol and Jon Scharfenberg
Peter and Pattie Smith-Phillips
Worship Aids
Children’s bulletins, large-print Bibles, and
hearing amplifiers are available for use
during worship. Ask any usher.

AVAILABLE FLOWER
DATE:
Nov. 15
Purchase Sunday
flowers in memory
of your loved ones- 429-4195 or
fpdec@comcast.net.

1ST PRES STRING
BAND PRACTICE
Every Wednesday at
5:00PM in the Choir Room until
the AC is fixed – All levels
welcome. Call Doug at 521-1314.

57 VARIETIES OF CHRISTIANITY
You pick your day!
Many ideas and styles of Christianity have developed through the ages
since Jesus walked the dusty roads of Galilee. This fall, beginning
September 15th and 16th, we will offer classes studying the ideas that
shaped our faith and created our Scriptures, beginning with the earliest
disciples into the 20th Century. Along the way we’ll visit the turmoil of the
Nicene Council and its sister councils, the Protestant Reformers of the
1500’s, the Methodists in the 1700’s, and some major movements in the
20th Century. Ever wonder what the Mormons are about, or the Disciples
of Christ/Christian churches, the Unitarians or the Pentecostals? This
will be your chance to explore something of what each has to offer to the
whole Church.
Leading the discussion will be Bill Keagle, recently retired professor of
history at Millikin University and an ordained Presbyterian minister, and
Miley Palmer. They will offer the eight-week sessions twice a week. At
7:00 p.m. on Tuesdays, they will offer the discussions at First
Presbyterian Church, and at 6:30 p.m. on Wednesdays (5:30 dinner) they
will REPEAT the lessons at First United Methodist Church. Both are open
to the public, so we can hope to see some Presbyterians on Wednesday
nights and some United Methodists on Tuesdays, each visiting the sister
church. In addition, Bill will present the repeat lesson during the church
school hour at 9:00 a.m. on Sundays, beginning September 20 at First
Presbyterian. Miley is ordinarily at First United Methodist at that time, but
may be able to squeeze in a couple of appearances at the First Pres
Sunday School hour.
Remember that the Wednesday night sessions at First United Methodist
begin with dinner at 5:30 p.m. A donation of only $5 per person is asked
for the meal. No sign-up ahead of time is required. Presbyterians and any
other friends are welcome to participate.
Bill Keagle has long been considered one of the most popular and
provocative teachers on the Millikin faculty. His classes were typically full
of students, and swelled by townspeople wanting to audit his courses.
We're privileged at First Pres to have him as our new "Theologian in
Residence", and welcome his willingness to participate in leading this
series of lessons. Invite a friend to come with you!

CHURCH SCHOOL HOUR
September 13, 2015
9:00 Everyday Issues: Downstairs Youth area – Marina
Neufeld will be giving an update on 'Faith in Action'. Judy Batson,
Mission Committee member, will tell us more about Macon county
Assistance eXchange (MAX) , another program that we support.
10:15 a.m. Chapel Class – Chapel

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY
MEN’S BIBLE STUDY
We meet from 7 to 8 each
Thursday morning at church.
Come, try us on for size!
Questions? Contact Jerry
Atkins, Dick Fiala, Paul
Rosenberger, George Batson or
Ray Landon

The “Labor of Love” Prayer Shawl
ministry will meet monthly on the 2nd and 4th
Wednesdays from 10:00-11:30 A.M. (or
whenever you need to leave). We begin with
a devotion, updates on members/concerns
and chit-chat as we knit or crochet. We will greet you on
September 9th and also welcome newcomers.

Deacons Meeting
SUNDAY, September 13, 2015
11:45 A.M., Dining Room

MEDICAL
EQUIPMENT
CLOSET –
UPDATE
If you need any medical equipment, one of the
first places to check is your church. We have
the following inventory available.
1. 5 regular walkers
2. 2 walkers with seats
3. 2 wheelchairs
4. 3 pair of crutches
5. 3 canes, different types
6. 1 grabber
7. 1 bath chair
8. 1 foam mattress, good condition
9. 1 arm splint
It is all stored in a room in the basement that is
easily accessible from the elevator. If you would
like to check on something, call the church office
and Christl or myself will help you. There is a
sign out sheet with the equipment.
If you have something to donate, please check
with the church before bringing it in. There is
limited space.

FPC and FUM are merging
September 24!
First Friends, our monthly fellowship on the fourth
Thursdays, will begin the fall season with a
presentation by Teena Zindel-McWilliams of
Richland Community College on the book “Six
Drinks That Changed the World” (coffee, tea, etc.)
The group will meet at First United Methodist
Church in the Susanna Wesley Room from 10:30
to 11:30 a.m. on September 24th. Light
refreshments will be served. Afterward, attendees
may want to go to lunch together at a downtown
restaurant.
This meeting also marks a new day in the life of
the fellowship. Since 2003, First Presbyterian has
sponsored a similar group called “Lunch Bunch”
on the third Thursday of each month, which
provided a full meal in addition to the program. But
now the leaders of the “Lunch Bunch” have
graciously agreed to merge with First United
Methodist’s First Friends for monthly meetings on
the fourth Thursday. Since both churches have the
name “First”, “First Friends" seems an appropriate
appellation for the united group.

I will put updates in Tower Notes as new items
become available.

In order to truly share in fellowship, we propose to
meet in October at First Presbyterian, and then
move back and forth on succeeding months.
Meetings in November and December may have
to renegotiate dates because of the holidays.

Phyllis, Parish Nurse

Invite a friend to come with you to the new “First
Friends”!

Children’s Church School
Volunteers are needed to teach for a month
during the church school year. Please contact
me if you would like more information. This is a
wonderful opportunity for anyone wishing to
serve our church families.

FALL MUSIC DEPARTMENT
September 27
Rosenberger Residence
356 Holiday Dr.

Margi Nicholson, Children’s Ministry Chair
433-0891 or marginic1@gmail.com

WHY WE BELONG
(Presbyterians share what being Presbyterian
means to them – Presbyterians Today–December
2014)
“I’m Presbyterian because more than 100 years
ago the church decided to be faithful to the
Great Commission and send missionaries to
Korea.” – Richard Hong, 54, pastor, First Presbyterian
Church, Englewood, New Jersey

“It’s like Lady Gaga says: ‘Baby, I was born this
way.’” – Catherine Neelly Burton, 35, pastor, Grace
Presbyterian Church, Wichita, Kansas

This is for all participants in our music program
(sanctuary choir, bell choirs, organists, ministers)
and their spouses/family/significant others.
Gathering time will be 12:30 - 1:00. Eat at 1:00.
It's a potluck - but we will furnish fried chicken and
cold drinks. Attendees should bring their own
table service and serving utensils. We have
seating for about 16, so we'd need several to bring
chairs and a few tables.
In the event of heavy rain, picnic will be held at the
church.

