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September 6, 2015
8:00 a.m.
Worship Service – Chapel
15th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
9:00 a.m.
Christian Education Hour
9:15 a.m.
NewSong Worship Service – Chapel
10:15 a.m.
Chapel Class – Chapel
10:30 a.m.
Worship Service – Sanctuary
10:30 a.m.
Children’s Church School – LL
September 7, 2015
Labor Day
Office Closed
First Presbyterian Vision and Mission Statements
VISION: As faithful followers of Jesus Christ, we seek to be an open, caring, compassionate congregation,
and to bring about positive changes in our community and world.
MISSION: We celebrate, explore, and demonstrate our Christian faith in loving service.
STRATEGIC PRIORITIES: 1) Continue to be an active community-oriented congregation; 2) Develop a passion for
discipleship and advocacy; 3) Celebrate unity of purpose with diversity in action.

Sanctuary Choir Returns

CHURCH SCHOOL BEGINS
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 6

This is what you need to know to start singing
with us this year. Please call director, Doug
Nicholson, with questions about joining or simply
come try it out.
Wednesday Rehearsals begin in the choir
room on September 9 with Tenors and
Basses at 6:30 PM and full choir at 7:00
PM
Sunday Choir Anthems begin September 13
with warmup in the choir room at 10:05 AM
followed by the service in the Sanctuary at
10:30 AM.
A Fall Potluck is planned for Sunday,
September 27, at the Rosenberger’s (356
Holiday Dr.) where we will gather between
12:30 and 1PM.
Along with weekly anthems at the 10:30
service, the choir is involved in a few extra
programs which may involve extra
rehearsals. Plans for this year include a
Nov. 15th Evensong service, a Christmas
Music program Sunday morning, Dec. 20th,
and a Decatur Church Choir Festival after
the new year.
Singing in the choir is good for your soul,
good for your mental and physical health,
and just a great group activity. Join us!

We look forward to a
great year for the
children of 1st Pres! With
our new Deep Blue
curriculum, we will dive
deeper into the Bible.
Church school for
elementary-age children
will meet during the
10:30 worship service
beginning Sunday, September 6. Children will
come forward for the Time with the Children and
then leave the sanctuary with the church school
teacher. Children can be picked up after church in
the classroom in the lower level.
Volunteers are needed to teach for a month
during the church school year. Please contact
me if you would like more information. This is a
wonderful opportunity for anyone wishing to
serve our church families.
Margi Nicholson, Children’s Ministry Chair
433-0891 or marginic1@gmail.com

CANNED AND BOXED GOODS ACCEPTED SUNDAY
First Sunday happens September 6!
Share your blessings with the needy
as you bring your food donations to all
services for Northeast Community
Fund. You may also bring food or monetary
donations on Monday morning.
Also, on the first Sunday of the month,
the Peacemaking committee will sell
olive oil and Equal Exchange coffee,
tea and cocoa in the Gathering Room. Thank you
for your support.

OUR CHURCH FAMILY
PRAYER CONCERNS

E-mail concerns to
amcelder@comcast.net

Jack Brown is in room 143 at Heartland
Healthcare for therapy following partial hip
replacement.

THANK YOU, FIRST PRES

CAMP CAREW 2015
What a fantastic Summer!

WHY WE BELONG

(Presbyterians share what being Presbyterian
means to them – Presbyterians Today-December
2014)
“I’m Presbyterian because of the priority to
minister to people in the world. I was a
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance volunteer
following Hurricane Katrina, working on houses
as needed, when one day a man stopped his car
in the driveway and said, ‘You know, I’ve seen a
lot of Jesus this week!’ I will never forget this.”—
Betty M. Hillman, 80, retired teacher and
bookkeeper, Immanuel Presbyterian Church,
Tucson

Grandma’s
Pie Plate
Kendall Eisenhauer

The class was a
success, and if you
wish to obtain a copy
of the workbook,
contact Christl at 429-4195.

VERY GOOD
Kendall’s friend Sarah from Mahomet

Camp Carew provides a children's and
young adult Christian camp and retreat
nestled in the beautiful woods of Little
Grassy Lake in Southern Illinois. This
year, they planned many favorite activities:
horseback riding, canoeing, swimming,
games, crafts, Bible study (this summer’s
theme was “On the Way”) ... and more! Ask
Kendall about her experience if interested in
attending next year.
THANK YOU
"Thank you so much for all the love, encouragement,
prayers, cards and hugs given to my mom, Judy
Grieve, and me during her cancer journey. What a
blessing it is to be part of this First Pres family! And
thank you to all who helped spread the word about
my mom's dog, Duke. He has found a wonderful
new home."
--Cindy Wene

GOOD SAMARITAN INN SEPTEMBER 3, 2015
Mark your calendar. The first Thursday of each
month is when First Presbyterian Church
prepares and serves at Good Sam. Hours are:
9-11 a.m. – food preparation
11-1 p.m. – serve
The Inn operates solely on the good hearts of
volunteers. It is located at 920 N. Union Street.

September 6 SUNDAY GREETERS

Before Service
#1 Volunteer
#4 Sally Mathieson
#2 Pam Neeley
#5 Wally Minnis
#3 Noah Gillespie
Computer Tech
Andrew Taylor
Web Team
Media Tech
Theresa Boes
Jackie Evans
Andy Rauff
Church School Teacher
Margi Nicholson
September 6 COMMUNION SERVERS
8:00 a.m. – Marty Cushman
9:15 a.m. – Bev Ritter
10:30 a.m. –
Current Elders & Deacons
Other Elders
Pixie Fennessey
Marty Grohne
Marsha DeVore
Phil Smith
Connie May
Carolyn Meyer
Debbie VanZant
Jean Gift
Patti Smith-Phillips
Nadine Wimmer
SEPTEMBER
Newsletter Volunteers
Merrill Dees
Naomi Davis
Shirley Moore

Money Counters
Lori Jensen
Verlyn Rosenberger

WOMEN’S NIGHT OUT
Thurs., Sept. 24, 2015,
5:30 p.m.
Paco’s Sol Bistro
237 N. Main St. RSVP!

57 VARIETIES OF CHRISTIANITY
You pick your day!
WORSHIP SERVICES
September 6, 2015
15TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
John Kay, preaching
Jerry Redford, 8:00 a.m. lay leader
Cindy Wene, 9:15 a.m. service leader
Linda Castleman, 10:30 a.m. lay leader
Scripture
Mark 7:24-37
James 2:1-10
Sermon
“Boundless Love”
Flowers
The flowers this Sunday are in loving
memory of Roger and Todd Grohne, given
by Mary Ann Grohne and family.
September Ushers
Jon Scharfenberg and Bob Dunn,
Co-captains
Pierce Bruckner
Joli Cirks-sub
Diane and Bob Dunn
Bruce Mason
Carol and Jon Scharfenberg
Peter and Pattie Smith-Phillips
Worship Aids
Children’s bulletins, large-print Bibles, and
hearing amplifiers are available for use
during worship. Ask any usher.

AVAILABLE FLOWER
DATE:
Nov. 15
Purchase
Sunday flowers
in memory of
your loved ones- 429-4195 or
fpdec@comcast.net.

1ST PRES STRING
BAND PRACTICE
Every Wednesday at
5:00PM in the Choir Room until
the AC is fixed – All levels
welcome. Call Doug at 521-1314.

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY
We meet from 7 to 8 each
Thursday morning at church.
Come, try us on for size!
Questions? Contact Jerry
Atkins, Dick Fiala, Paul
Rosenberger, George Batson or
Ray Landon

Many ideas and styles of Christianity have developed
through the ages since Jesus walked the dusty roads of Galilee. This fall,
beginning September 15th and 16th, we will offer classes studying the
ideas that shaped our faith and created our Scriptures, beginning with the
earliest disciples into the 20th Century. Along the way we’ll visit the
turmoil of the Nicene Council and its sister councils, the Protestant
Reformers of the 1500’s, the Methodists in the 1700’s, and some major
movements in the
20th Century. Ever wonder what the Mormons are about, or the Disciples
of Christ/Christian churches, the Unitarians or the Pentecostals? This
will be your chance to explore something of what each has to offer to the
whole Church.
Leading the discussion will be Bill Keagle, recently retired professor of
history at Millikin University and an ordained Presbyterian minister, and
Miley Palmer. They will offer the eight-week sessions twice a week. At
7:00 p.m. on Tuesdays, they will offer the discussions at First
Presbyterian Church, and at 6:30 p.m. on Wednesdays (5:30 dinner) they
will REPEAT the lessons at First United Methodist Church. Both are open
to the public, so we can hope to see some Presbyterians on Wednesday
nights and some United Methodists on Tuesdays, each visiting the sister
church. In addition, Bill will present the repeat lesson during the church
school hour at 9:00 a.m. on Sundays, beginning September 20 at First
Presbyterian. Miley is ordinarily at First United Methodist at that time, but
may be able to squeeze in a couple of appearances at the First Pres
Sunday School hour.
Remember that the Wednesday night sessions at First United Methodist
begin with dinner at 5:30 p.m. A donation of only $5 per person is asked
for the meal. No sign-up ahead of time is required. Presbyterians and any
other friends are welcome to participate.
Bill Keagle has long been considered one of the most popular and
provocative teachers on the Millikin faculty. His classes were typically full
of students, and swelled by townspeople wanting to audit his courses.
We're privileged at First Pres to have him as our new "Theologian in
Residence", and welcome his willingness to participate in leading this
series of lessons. Invite a friend to come with you!

CHURCH SCHOOL HOUR
September 6, 2015
9:00 Everyday Issues: Downstairs
Youth area – Alida Graham will share
updates on the Old King's Orchard
Community Center and on the dream
playground they hope to build at Peace
Park on the grounds of Old King’s Orchard
Community Center. They seek volunteers
to help with this project. We might want to do this as a mission
project. BUILD DAY is Saturday, September 26. All skill levels are
welcome! If you are interested, put this date on your calendar.
10:15 a.m. Chapel Class – Chapel

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY
The “Labor of Love” Prayer Shawl
ministry will meet monthly on the 2nd and 4th
Wednesdays from 10:00-11:30 A.M. (or
whenever you need to leave). We begin with
a devotion, updates on members/concerns
and chit-chat as we knit or crochet. We will greet you on
September 9th and also welcome newcomers.

First Presbyterian Church
Prayer Chain
To request
prayer for
someone,
call any one
person on
the prayer
chain.
Contact
Lori Jensen
or Yvonne
Lewis for further questions or information. An
alternative to making a phone call is to send an
email to the church at fpdec@comcast.net
and/or lori.jensen1@comcast.net.
Your prayer chain people who pray for you are
compassionate and caring. We do have a
request for those who call in petitions for prayers:
Please update Yvonne Lewis or Lori Jensen
following your initial request within two weeks, so
we can all pray specifically and intelligently.
Joan Brown
877-0880
Gayle Bruckner
877-4116
Marty Cushman
433-0526
Jean Gift
428-1698
Lori Jensen
429-3400
Yvonne Lewis
423-8727
Susan Marshall
422-0824
Verlyn Rosenberger
877-4789
Harriet Sadowski
428-5607
Jane Spires
520-1884
Sue Weinstein
454-7819
Joan Winick
428-5437

Domestic Violence Shelter Needs
For Adults and Children
428-6616
Aluminum foil
Plastic food storage containers
Brooms, dust mops
Clock radios
Kleenex
Laundry baskets
Spoons and forks
Snacks and drinks for children groups
Tea bags
Drinking glasses/cups
Dishwashing liquid
Paper towels
Fabulosa (purple cleaning product)
Please drop off any donations to 302 S. Union
from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Monday through Friday

Homeward Bound Needs
362-7700

Febreze air freshener
Scrubbing Bubbles bathroom cleaner
Pine Sol
Toilet paper and paper towels
Glad tall drawstring garbage bags
Vacuum cleaner

FALL MUSIC DEPARTMENT

This is for all participants in our music program
(sanctuary choir, bell choirs, organists, ministers)
and their spouses/family/significant others.
Gathering time will be 12:30 - 1:00. Eat at 1:00.
It's a potluck - but we will furnish fried chicken and
cold drinks. Attendees should bring their own
table service and serving utensils. We have
seating for about 16, so we'd need several to bring
chairs and a few tables.
In the event of heavy rain, picnic will be held at the
church.

Fpc and fum
are merging
September 24!
First Friends, our monthly
fellowship on the fourth Thursdays, will begin the
fall season with a presentation by Teena ZindelMcWilliams of Richland Community College on the
book “Six Drinks That Changed the World” (coffee,
tea, etc.) The group will meet at First United
Methodist Church in the Susanna Wesley Room
from 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. on September 24th. Light
refreshments will be served. Afterward, attendees
may want to go to lunch together at a downtown
restaurant.
This meeting also marks a new day in the life of
the fellowship. Since 2003, First Presbyterian has
sponsored a similar group called “Lunch Bunch”
on the third Thursday of each month, which
provided a full meal in addition to the program. But
now the leaders of the “Lunch Bunch” have
graciously agreed to merge with First United
Methodist’s First Friends for monthly meetings on
the fourth Thursday. Since both churches have the
name “First”, “First Friends" seems an appropriate
appellation for the united group.
In order to truly share in fellowship, we propose to
meet in October at First Presbyterian, and then
move back and forth on succeeding months.
Meetings in November and December may have
to renegotiate dates because of the holidays.
Invite a friend to come with you to the new “First
Friends”!

Just Flicks launches Sept. 13.
Season
Opener will
be Secrets &

Lies 1996) at
1st Pres at
6:00 p.m.

