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September 27, 2015 8:00 a.m. Worship Service – Chapel 
18th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 9:00 a.m. Christian Education Hour  
 9:15 a.m. NewSong Worship Service – Chapel 
 10:15 a.m. Chapel Class – Chapel  
 10:30 a.m. Worship Service – Sanctuary  
 10:30 a.m. Children’s Church School – Lower Level 

First Presbyterian Vision and Mission Statements 
VISION: As faithful followers of Jesus Christ, we seek to be an open, caring, compassionate congregation,  

    and to bring about positive changes in our community and world. 
MISSION:  We celebrate, explore, and demonstrate our Christian faith in loving service. 
STRATEGIC PRIORITIES:  1) Continue to be an active community-oriented congregation; 2) Develop a passion for  
                                                  discipleship and advocacy; 3) Celebrate unity of purpose with diversity in action. 
 
 

 

Peacemaking Sunday is October 18 
 

The writer of the letter to the Ephesians closes with “Peace be to 
the whole community, and love with faith.” (Ephesians 6:23).  This 
closing is both a blessing and a hope.  We seek God’s blessing on 
our communities (small and large) and hope that we may achieve 
peace within them.  Can we reduce violence, increase economic 
opportunity, and form communities based upon love and 
understanding? 
 

The closing of Ephesians is the theme for this year’s Peacemaking 
Offering which will be taken on Sunday, October 18, 2015. This 
special offering of the Presbyterian Church provides us with a 
specific way to contribute to the hard work of peacemaking. 
Presbyteries and synods divide 25% of the offering to support their 
ministries. The General Assembly Mission Council receives 50% of 
the offering. Your Peacemaking Committee receives 25% of the 
offering to promote peace in our congregation, our community, and 
our world. It is the entirety of the Committee’s funding for the year. 
Your Peacemaking Committee is involved in a wide variety of 
activities intending to increase peace and justice.   

 
One of our activities is to recognize 
the young peacemakers in our 
community.  Started seven years ago, 
the Peacemaker Award has been 
given to middle school students who 
were viewed as leaders and positive 
role models by their school staff and 

fellow students. These students advocate for the outcasts, stand 
up to bullies, and work for peaceful settlement of conflict. This year 
we extended the Peacemaker Award to Decatur’s public high 
schools. We joined with Central Christian Church and First United 
Methodist Church (who participated for the first time) in honoring 
student peacemakers from Thomas Jefferson Middle School, Hope 
Academy, Garfield Montessori School, Johns Hill Magnet School, 
Dennis Lab School, Stephen Decatur Middle School, MacArthur 
High School, and Eisenhower High School. These exceptional boy 
and girl peacemakers are inspiring examples of how individuals 
can bring peace to a community. 
 

Your contribution to the Peacemaking Offering will enable your 
Peacemaking Committee to continue the Peacemaker Award 
program as well as support other programs, organizations, and 
activities aimed at the persistence of peace and justice in our 
neighborhood, our nation, our world, and our environment.  Please 
give generously on October 18. 
                                       Jim Rauff, Peacemaking Committee Chair 

 

CHURCH 

SCHOOL 
 

Our new Teen Church School class began 
on Sunday, September 20th on the lower 
level. In addition to getting to know one 
another, the participants brainstormed 
topics they want to explore and decided 
that, for now, the class will meet every 
other Sunday from 9-10 AM.  In this class, 
the teens are setting the agenda and 
selecting the topics.  If you know a teen 
who is an inquirer or a doubter, we 
would love to have them join us.  All 
teens from 7th through 12th grade are 
invited for the snacks, the fellowship, 
and the discussions.  (Teens do not need 
to be currently affiliated with First Pres.)  
If you want more information about the 
Teen Church School class, contact Mac 
Moore by phone (217-855-3259) or email 
(T-Mobile ore.mw@gmail.com).   
 
In October, Teen Church School will meet 
the 4th and 18th. 

 
FALL MUSIC DEPARTMENT 

September 27 Picnic 
Gather 12:30; Eat at 1:00pm 

356 Holiday Dr. 
This is for all participants in our music program 
(sanctuary choir, bell choirs, organists, ministers) 
and their spouses/family/significant others. 
It's a potluck - but we will furnish fried chicken and 
cold drinks.  Attendees should bring their own 
table service and serving utensils.  We have 
seating for about 16, so we'd need several to bring 
chairs and a few tables.  In the event of heavy rain, 
the picnic will be held at the church. 
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OUR CHURCH FAMILY 
PRAYER CONCERNS   
  Jack Brown continues physical therapy at 
Heartland in room 142. 
  Mary Elizabeth Platt is in hospice care. 
  Earl Carpunky is home from the hospital and is 
recovering from pneumonia. 
  David Marshall fell last Thursday and followed with 
tests at the hospital; he is now home. 
 
Our sympathy is extended to the families of David 
Williams and Carol Peters on the tragic loss of their 
mother Caroline Williams. She died Tuesday, 
September 22, 2015, in a car accident with a semi. 
 

In Memoriam 
 

Caroline Elizabeth Williams 
June 1, 1925 - September 22, 2015 

 
Uphold us now, O Lord, as we entrust her to your 

boundless love and eternal care. 
 

A memorial service will be Saturday, September 26, 
2015, at Brintlinger Funeral Home, 2827 N. Oakland. 

Visitation 9:00 a.m.; Service 11:00 a.m. 
Burial will be in Harristown. 

 

THANK YOU 
Thank you for the beautiful flowers you have sent to 
Primrose. There is a cupboard they are placed on 
and we all enjoy their beauty as we pass by. 
Julia Bright 
 

Thanks so much to our 
church family and friends who 
sent cards, dropped by or 
called since Dad's August 
17th fall.  Dad is working on 
rehab at Heartland after his 
successful partial hip surgery. 
He continues to get stronger 

and is anxious to get back home when he is 
more mobile.  It helps to have Phyllis, Miley 
and John listening and advising as we move 
through the healthcare maze.  Our small family 
appreciates the church family's support and 
prayers.  
Cathy Force, Jack & Nancy Brown. 

 
 

ONE CHURCH / ONE SCHOOL 
 

  First Presbyterian Church has successfully partnered 
with Muffley Elementary School for the past several years 
with our volunteers helping in their classrooms. Our 
members set their own schedule and work with teachers 
in whatever ways both feel comfortable:  helping with 
school work, listening to children read, practicing math 
facts, etc. There’s even a garden project in the works at 
Muffley.  
  Teachers often set volunteer schedules after Labor Day 
so now’s the time to connect!  Contact Cathy at the 
church office (429-4195) cathyforce@comcast.net  or any 
of the current volunteers listed below for more 
information. Helping youth in our community is important 
to this congregation, and if they don’t come to us, we can 
go to them!  Your interest will make a difference in a 
child’s life! 
Volunteers:  Jackie Sharp Evans, Craig & Jan 
Mandernach, Sandy Peterson, & Sue Weinstein.  Judy 
& George Batson can also give you information from 
years’ past. 

 

VERY GOOD   

September 27 SUNDAY GREETERS 

Before Service  
#1 Volunteer                      #4 Sue Weinstein 
#2 Nadine Wimmer            #5 Bob Bullock 
#3 David and Susie Marshall 
Computer Tech                   
Jackie Evans 
Web Team                           Media Tech  
Theresa Boes                       Jackie Evans 
Andy Rauff                            
Church School Teacher 
Margi Nicholson 
 

 

First Seeks Nominees From  

Congregation 
 
 

he Nominating Committee has begun the 

annual process for selecting church officers. 

We sincerely solicit the participation of the 

congregation in providing names of persons to 

be considered for service as officers and 

congregational representatives.  

 

Elders whose terms are expiring are: 

Dan Austin, Linda Bullock, René Corcoran 

Tom Griffith and Lori Jensen. 

 

Nominees should possess skills or interest in the 

areas of:  Mission, Membership and 

Evangelism, Children and Youth, Worship and 

Music, or Adult Ministry.  

 

Deacons whose terms are expiring are: 

Marsha DeVore, Tom Force, Connie May, 

Carolyn Meyer, Pattie Smith-Phillips, Donna 

Washburn, and Susan Weinstein 

 

Nominees should be willing to provide 

leadership for outreach to the congregation and 

community through greeters, cards, meals, 

flower delivery and receptions. They should 

also help prepare and, if able, serve 

communion. 
 

 

WOMEN’S NIGHT OUT 

Thurs., Sept. 24, 2015, 
5:30 p.m.  
Paco’s Sol Bistro 
237 N. Main St.  
RSVP! 

 

T 

E-mail concerns to 

amcelder@comcast.net 

mailto:cathyforce@comcast.net


 
 
 
 
WORSHIP SERVICES 

September 27, 2015 
18TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

John Kay, preaching 
Harriet Sadowski, 8:00 a.m. lay leader 

Volunteer, 9:15 a.m. service leader 
Fred Spannaus, 10:30 a.m. lay leader 

 
Scripture 
Mark 9:38-50 

James 5:16b – 20 
 

Sermon 
“The Whole Truth” 

 
Flowers 

The flowers this Sunday are given in 
memory of Dortha and Jack Denham and 

Alleen and Frank Sublett  
by Richard and Ruth Sublett.  

 
September Ushers 

Jon Scharfenberg and Bob Dunn,  
Co-captains 

Pierce Bruckner 
Joli Cirks-sub 

Diane and Bob Dunn 
Bruce Mason 

Carol and Jon Scharfenberg 
Peter and Pattie Smith-Phillips 

 
Worship Aids 

Children’s bulletins, large-print Bibles, and 
hearing amplifiers are available for use 

during worship. Ask any usher. 
 
 
 

AVAILABLE FLOWER 
DATE:  

January 3 
Purchase Sunday 
flowers in memory 

of your loved 
ones- 429-4195 or 

fpdec@comcast.net. 
 
 
 

 

1ST
 PRES STRING 

BAND PRACTICE 
Every Wednesday at 

5:00PM in the Choir Room until 
the AC is fixed – All levels 
welcome. Call Doug at 521-1314.  

 
 
 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
We meet from 7 to 8 each 

Thursday morning at church. 
Come, try us on for size! 

Questions? Contact Jerry 
Atkins, Dick Fiala, Paul 

Rosenberger, George Batson or 
Ray Landon 

 

Pathfinders  
Walk and Fellowship 

We Invite all to share Oct.  
Splendors of Autumn  

 

 
Call the office or sign up in the gathering 

room.  
 

Saturdays from 10:30-11:30 
Stroll paced and accessible to all 

 
October 3rd-    Mt. Zion Trail; Florian Ave. entrance 
October 10th- The Garden Path Nursery- corner of                
                             Baltimore and Lost Bridge Road 
October 17th- Entrance of Greenwood Cemetery 
October 24th- Forsyth Park; Veterans Memorial Path  
                             and a visit next door at Sue Grieve’s  for   
                             tea 
 Meet us there or ride the van  
 
Kathy will drive the church van. It 

accommodates 7.  We will leave the church no 

later than 10:10am and return to the church by 

noon, with the exception of Oct. 24 when we will 

return at 12:45. 

*Cancelled if raining    

 

Have questions? Call Connie @ 433-2781 or Kathy 

@ 620-7563. 
  

 

CHURCH SCHOOL HOUR 
 

September 27, 2015 
9:00 Everyday Issues: Downstairs Youth area – Bill Keagle 

presents 57 Varieties of Christianity in the Dining Room. 
10:15 a.m. Chapel Class – Chapel  

 

 

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY – Sept. 23 
 

4th Wednesday from 10:00-11:30 A.M. (or 
whenever you need to leave). We begin with 
a devotion, updates  and enjoy fellowship. 
 

 

 

Millikin University Choir Alumni Concert 
Sunday, October 4, 2:00 p.m 
Central Christian Church 
650 W. William Street 
 

The concert will bring together the University Choir alumni for a 
concert with this year’s choir.



 

57 VARIETIES OF 
CHRISTIANITY 

You pick your day! 

Wednesday class 
has dinner 

We offer 3 class times studying the ideas that 
shaped our faith and created our Scriptures, 
beginning with the earliest disciples into the 
20th Century. Along the way we’ll visit the turmoil of 
the Nicene Council and its sister councils, the 
Protestant Reformers of the 1500’s, the Methodists 
in the 1700’s, and some major movements in the  
20th Century. Ever wonder what the Mormons are 
about, or the Disciples of Christ/Christian churches, 
the Unitarians or the Pentecostals? This will be your 
chance to explore something of what each has to 
offer to the whole Church. 
  
Leading the discussions are Bill Keagle and Miley 
Palmer. They will offer the eight-week sessions 
through November 8 on the following days: 
 *Tuesdays at 7:00 p.m., at First Presbyterian   
   Church    
 *Wednesdays at 6:30 (5:30 dinner) at First United  
   Methodist Church  
 *Sundays at 9:00 a.m. at First Presbyterian Church.   
 
Remember that the Wednesday night sessions at 
First United Methodist begin with dinner at 5:30 p.m. 
A donation of only $5 per person is asked for the 
meal. No sign-up is required. Bring a friend! 
 
Come to one, or come to all! 
 
 

First friends meet sept. 24 

First United Methodist 

North & Church StS. 

10:30-11:30 a.m. 

“Six Drinks That Changed the World” 

Teena Zindel-McWilliams 

Light Refreshments Served 

 
 
 

LAST SATURDAY OF THE MONTH 

FEED THE HUNGRY – Sept. 26  
First United Methodist, 201 W. North St., needs 
donations of desserts to feed the hungry for 
lunch at noon this Saturday. You can deliver 
pies (no cream, please), cakes or cookies from 
9:30-11:30 to 201 W. North St. They would 
also like to have serving assistance for Dinner 
Downtown if you are free from 11:30 to 1:00.  

 
 

 

Children’s 
Church School 
 

We are seeking a volunteer to teach for the 
month of NOVEMBER.  Please contact me for 
more information. Thank you for considering this 
needed ministry to guide our children. Our group 
is small. 
 
Margi Nicholson, Children’s Ministry Chair 
433-0891 or marginic1@gmail.com 

 
 

MISSION 
PROJECT 
REMINDER 
Saturday 
September 26, 
8:00-4:00 p.m. 
2:00 Ribbon   
        Cutting 
 

BUILD DAY for dream playground on the grounds 
of Old King’s Orchard Community Center, 815 N. 
Church Street. They could use our help! 

 
 
 
 

WHY WE BELONG 

(Presbyterians share what being Presbyterian 

means to them – Presbyterians Today–December 

2014) 

 

“So many times I hear that Baptist or 

nondenominational friends of mine are leaving 

youth groups because they felt uncomfortable 

admitting to some question or doubt or opening 

up about their personal sin. I’ve never known 

what that feels like because my youth leaders 

have always been accepting and loving toward 

me and have taught me to be loving and 

accepting to others.” – Emilie “Weave” Williams, 17, 

First Presbyterian Church, Grapevine, Texas 

 

 
 
 

A Thank You Letter from  
Milk-h Anyango, “By Grace” Orphan 

Brought back by Pixie Fennessey 
 
Dear Members of First Pres, 
I salute you in the name of the father, the son and 
the Holy Spirit. Am so glad and grateful to have 
this opportunity to write for you all this letter. 
Receive it from my bottom of my heart, knowing 
that you have many sisters and brothers in Kenya, 
especially from By Grace Disabled Orphan Center. 
 
I write this letter to you all on behalf of all “By 
Gracians” to appreciate you all for your work that 
you have done. I really thank God for the good 
heart that God gave you people. May God shower 
you with his blessing and love. May He also 
expand your territory wherever you work, may He 
give you his own favor. I thank you for supporting 
us with basic needs that someone like us cannot 
afford now. 
 
Just continue with the same spirit, the same heart, 
for God will do you a favor all of your life. I really, 
really glad and grateful for you people, for we 
know that we have other people that are 
concerned and care for us. May God bless you all, 
knowing that, us too, we are praying for (you). 
 
(Some spelling revised, not grammar) 

 
 




