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September 20, 2015
8:00 a.m.
Worship Service – Chapel
17th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
9:00 a.m.
Christian Education Hour
9:15 a.m.
NewSong Worship Service – Chapel
10:15 a.m.
Chapel Class – Chapel
10:30 a.m.
Worship Service – Sanctuary
10:30 a.m.
Children’s Church School – Lower Level
First Presbyterian Vision and Mission Statements
VISION: As faithful followers of Jesus Christ, we seek to be an open, caring, compassionate congregation,
and to bring about positive changes in our community and world.
MISSION: We celebrate, explore, and demonstrate our Christian faith in loving service.
STRATEGIC PRIORITIES: 1) Continue to be an active community-oriented congregation; 2) Develop a passion for
discipleship and advocacy; 3) Celebrate unity of purpose with diversity in action.

First Seeks Nominees From

Congregation
Nominating Committee has begun the
Theannual
process for selecting church officers.
We sincerely solicit the participation of the
congregation in providing names of persons to
be considered for service as officers and
congregational representatives.
Elders whose terms are expiring are:
Dan Austin, Linda Bullock, René Corcoran
Tom Griffith, and Lori Jensen.
Nominees should possess skills or interest in the
areas of: Mission, Membership and
Evangelism, Children and Youth, Worship and
Music, or Adult Ministry.
Deacons whose terms are expiring are:
Marsha DeVore, Tom Force, Connie May,
Carolyn Meyer, Pattie Smith-Phillips, Donna
Washburn, and Susan Weinstein
Nominees should be willing to provide
leadership for outreach to the congregation and
community through greeters, cards, meals,
flower delivery and receptions. They should
also help prepare and, if able, serve
communion.

End of Summer …
September is a time of renewal as the summer
heat breaks and we enter the fall season – a time
when the routines and traditions of church,
family, school, and holidays can reset our
priorities and re-ground us in a lifestyle of
meaning and purpose. This is our time to reremember the Sabbath and to keep it holy. Bring
your children to church so the stories of God can
be heard and can form, strengthen and enrich their
lives. Share your faith with friends and neighbors
– invite them to church so their lives can be
nurtured too. And don’t forget to renew your own
spirit – come to worship and church classes and
receive the nourishment it provides.
The world provides more and more activities for
people to choose from on Sunday mornings, but it
is important to choose to come to church and
worship God. God will be thrilled to see you!
A Pastor’s Letter
The Bridgebuilder
September 2015

STOCK THE “FREEZER”
Our LAST Sunday for 2015 to prepare and
serve the meal at Good Samaritan Inn is
SUNDAY, SEPT. 20. Treats will be needed for
that meal. Instead of baking, let’s donate
individual pre-wrapped treats such as Little
Debbie Nutty Bars, Oatmeal
Pies, Rice Krispie Treats,
etc. Please put donations in
the kitchen or kitchen freezer
(if it’s something that might
melt) by FRIDAY,
SEPTEMBER 18. Your help
is always appreciated. Thanks!
NewSong mission group and Deacons)

OUR CHURCH FAMILY
PRAYER CONCERNS

E-mail concerns to
amcelder@comcast.net

Jack Brown is doing very well and is now back at
Heartland in room 142 to continue physical therapy.
Mary Elizabeth Platt is in hospice care.
Jerry Tobias was recently diagnosed with cancer
behind the ear. He had a PET scan and will have a
biopsy next.
Earl Carpunky is in the hospital.

THANK YOU
Thank you to the String Band for putting smiles on so
many faces. They played three times last week at
McKinley Court, Eagle Ridge and Primrose. Your
talents are appreciated!

VERY GOOD
September 20 SUNDAY GREETERS

Before Service
#1 Volunteer
#2 Gayle Bruckner
#3 Yvonne Lewis
Computer Tech
Norm Jensen
Web Team
Theresa Boes
Andy Rauff
Church School Teacher
Margi Nicholson

#4 Carolyn Meyer
#5 Pat Smallwood

Media Tech
Jackie Evans

Newsletter Volunteer
We need a volunteer for Sept. 23 and 30.

You will
collate a two-page folded newsletter and put address labels
on them. The job takes about an hour and a half with a
team of three (Merrill Dees, Naomi Davis and you!). The
day would be Wednesday morning from about 8:30 to
10:00. Thank you for considering. – 429-4195.

Sanctuary Choir Returns

ONE CHURCH / ONE SCHOOL

First Presbyterian Church has successfully
partnered with Muffley Elementary School for the
past several years with our volunteers helping in
their classrooms. (Note the photo and cards in
the Gathering Room). Our members set their
own schedule and work with teachers in
whatever ways both feel comfortable: helping
with school work, listening to children read,
practicing math facts, etc. There’s even a garden
project in the works at Muffley.
Teachers often set volunteer schedules after
Labor Day so now’s the time to connect! Contact
Cathy at the church office (429-4195)
cathyforce@comcast.net or any of the current
volunteers listed below for more information.
Helping youth in our community is important to
this congregation, and if they don’t come to us,
we can go to them! Your interest will make a
difference in a child’s life!
Volunteers: Jackie Sharp Evans, Craig & Jan
Mandernach, Sandy Peterson, & Sue
Weinstein. Judy & George Batson can also
give you information from years’ past.

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY
Monday, September 21, 1:30 p.m.
Meet in the Gathering Room.

This is what you need to know to start singing
with us this year. Please call director, Doug
Nicholson, with questions about joining or simply
come try it out.
Wednesday Rehearsals began in the choir
room on September 9 with Tenors and
Basses at 6:30 PM and full choir at 7:00
PM
Sunday Choir Anthems began September 13
with warmup in the choir room at 10:05 AM
followed by the service in the Sanctuary at
10:30 AM.
A Fall Potluck is planned for Sunday,
September 27, at the Rosenberger’s (356
Holiday Dr.) where we will gather between
12:30 and 1 PM.
Along with weekly anthems at the 10:30
service, the choir is involved in a few extra
programs which may involve extra
rehearsals. Plans for this year include a
Nov. 15th Evensong service, a Christmas
Music program Sunday morning, Dec. 20th,
and a Decatur Church Choir Festival after
the new year.
Singing in the choir is good for your soul,
good for your mental and physical health,
and just a great group activity. Join us!

WOMEN’S NIGHT OUT
Thurs., Sept. 24, 2015,
5:30 p.m.
Paco’s Sol Bistro
237 N. Main St.
RSVP!

57 VARIETIES OF CHRISTIANITY
WORSHIP SERVICES
September 20, 2015
17TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
John Kay, preaching
Mac Moore, 8:00 a.m. lay leader
Volunteer, 9:15 a.m. service leader
Beth Bachtold, 10:30 a.m. lay leader
Scripture
Mark 9:30-37
James 3:13-18
Sermon
“The Greatest”
Flowers
The flowers this Sunday are given by
Andy and Joli Cirks in loving memory of
their grandparents.

You pick your day!
Wednesday class has dinner
Many ideas and styles of Christianity have developed through the ages
since Jesus walked the dusty roads of Galilee. This fall, beginning
September 15th and 16th, we will offer classes studying the ideas that
shaped our faith and created our Scriptures, beginning with the earliest
disciples into the 20th Century. Along the way we’ll visit the turmoil of the
Nicene Council and its sister councils, the Protestant Reformers of the
1500’s, the Methodists in the 1700’s, and some major movements in the
20th Century. Ever wonder what the Mormons are about, or the Disciples
of Christ/Christian churches, the Unitarians or the Pentecostals? This
will be your chance to explore something of what each has to offer to the
whole Church.

September Ushers
Jon Scharfenberg and Bob Dunn,
Co-captains
Pierce Bruckner
Joli Cirks-sub
Diane and Bob Dunn
Bruce Mason
Carol and Jon Scharfenberg
Peter and Pattie Smith-Phillips

Leading the discussion will be Bill Keagle, recently retired professor of
history at Millikin University and an ordained Presbyterian minister, and
Miley Palmer. They will offer the eight-week sessions twice a week. At
7:00 p.m. on Tuesdays, they will offer the discussions at First
Presbyterian Church, and at 6:30 p.m. on Wednesdays (5:30 dinner) they
will REPEAT the lessons at First United Methodist Church. Both are open
to the public, so we can hope to see some Presbyterians on Wednesday
nights and some United Methodists on Tuesdays, each visiting the sister
church. In addition, Bill will present the repeat lesson during the church
school hour at 9:00 a.m. on Sundays, beginning September 20 at First
Presbyterian. Miley is ordinarily at First United Methodist at that time, but
may be able to squeeze in a couple of appearances at the First Pres
Sunday School hour.

Worship Aids
Children’s bulletins, large-print Bibles, and
hearing amplifiers are available for use
during worship. Ask any usher.

Remember that the Wednesday night sessions at First United Methodist
begin with dinner at 5:30 p.m. A donation of only $5 per person is asked
for the meal. No sign-up ahead of time is required. Presbyterians and any
other friends are welcome to participate.

AVAILABLE FLOWER
DATE:
January 3
Purchase Sunday
flowers in memory
of your loved
ones- 429-4195 or
fpdec@comcast.net.

1ST PRES STRING
BAND PRACTICE
Every Wednesday at
5:00PM in the Choir Room until
the AC is fixed – All levels
welcome. Call Doug at 521-1314.

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY
We meet from 7 to 8 each
Thursday morning at church.
Come, try us on for size!
Questions? Contact Jerry
Atkins, Dick Fiala, Paul
Rosenberger, George Batson or
Ray Landon

Bill Keagle has long been considered one of the most popular and
provocative teachers on the Millikin faculty. His classes were typically full
of students, and swelled by townspeople wanting to audit his courses.
We're privileged at First Pres to have him as our new "Theologian in
Residence", and welcome his willingness to participate in leading this
series of lessons. Invite a friend to come with you!

CHURCH SCHOOL HOUR
September 20, 2015
9:00 Everyday Issues: Downstairs Youth area – Bill Keagle
presents 57 Varieties of Christianity in the Dining Room.
10:15 a.m. Chapel Class – Chapel

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY
The “Labor of Love” Prayer Shawl
ministry will meet monthly on the 2nd and 4th
Wednesdays from 10:00-11:30 A.M. (or
whenever you need to leave). We begin with
a devotion, updates on members/concerns
and chit-chat as we knit or crochet. We will greet you on
September 23rd and also welcome newcomers.

SENIOR ISSUES WORKSHOP
Wednesday, September 16,
Workshop on Senior Issues and Services
Decatur-Macon County Senior Center, 1430 N. 22nd Street.
9:00-11:00 a.m.
Lunch is available for a suggested donation at noon.
429-1239.

MEDICAL
EQUIPMENT
CLOSET
If you need any medical
equipment, one of the
first places to check is your church. We have
the following inventory available.
1. 5 regular walkers
2. 2 walkers with seats
3. 2 wheelchairs
4. 3 pair of crutches
5. 3 canes, different types
6. 1 grabber
7. 1 bath chair
8. 1 foam mattress, good condition
9. 1 arm splint
It is all stored in a room in the basement that is
easily accessible from the elevator. If you would
like to check out something, call the church
office and Christl or myself will help you. There
is a sign-out sheet with the equipment.
If you have something to donate, please check
with the church before bringing it in. There is
limited space.
I will put updates in Tower Notes as new items
become available.
Phyllis, Parish Nurse

Children’s Church School
We have received some wonderful volunteer
responses to teach for a month during the
church school year. We have the rest of the 2015
year fulfilled except for NOVEMBER. Please
contact me if you would like more information.
Thank you for considering this needed ministry
to guide our children.

FPC and FUM are merging
September 24!
First Friends, our monthly fellowship on the fourth
Thursdays, will begin the fall season with a
presentation by Teena Zindel-McWilliams of
Richland Community College on the book “Six
Drinks That Changed the World” (coffee, tea, etc.)
The group will meet at First United Methodist
Church in the Susanna Wesley Room from 10:30
to 11:30 a.m. on September 24th. Light
refreshments will be served. Afterward, attendees
may want to go to lunch together at a downtown
restaurant.
This meeting also marks a new day in the life of
the fellowship. Since 2003, First Presbyterian has
sponsored a similar group called “Lunch Bunch”
on the third Thursday of each month, which
provided a full meal in addition to the program. But
now the leaders of the “Lunch Bunch” have
graciously agreed to merge with First United
Methodist’s First Friends for monthly meetings on
the fourth Thursday. Since both churches have the
name “First”, “First Friends" seems an appropriate
appellation for the united group.
In order to truly share in fellowship, we propose to
meet in October at First Presbyterian, and then
move back and forth on succeeding months.
Meetings in November and December may have
to renegotiate dates because of the holidays.
Invite a friend to come with you to the new “First
Friends”!

FALL MUSIC DEPARTMENT
September 27
Rosenberger Residence
356 Holiday Dr.

Margi Nicholson, Children’s Ministry Chair
433-0891 or marginic1@gmail.com

This is for all participants in our music program
(sanctuary choir, bell choirs, organists, ministers)
and their spouses/family/significant others.

WHY WE BELONG

(Presbyterians share what being Presbyterian
means to them – Presbyterians Today–December
2014)
“I am Presbyterian by birth. I am PC(USA) by
faith. Having been orphaned by my home church
(a founding congregation of the Presbyterian
Church in America) as I left for college, I
discovered the PC(USA) Book of Confessions. I
wept. I had found my new home. The Barmen
Declaration and the Confession of 1967 opened
my heart to a church that celebrated the heart of
social witness in the gospel. My forever home.”
– Deborah London Wright, 61 pastor, Sausalito, California

Gathering time will be 12:30 - 1:00. Eat at 1:00.
It's a potluck - but we will furnish fried chicken and
cold drinks. Attendees should bring their own
table service and serving utensils. We have
seating for about 16, so we'd need several to bring
chairs and a few tables.
In the event of heavy rain, picnic will be held at the
church.

Big Brothers-Big Sisters is seeking mentors to
work with at-risk youth in both community and
school settings. Meet yours one day a week
either in school or in the community. Dates and
times for visits are flexible with your schedule.
You will help a child gain valuable social skills
and grow self-confidence. Call 428-4240.

