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May 6, 2015
6:15 p.m.
Taizé Worship Service – Chapel
May 10, 2015
8:00 a.m.
Worship Service – Chapel
6th SUNDAY OF EASTER
9:00 a.m.
Christian Education Hour
9:15 a.m.
NewSong Worship Service – Chapel
10:15 a.m.
Chapel Class
10:30 a.m.
Worship Service – Sanctuary; Children’s Church School – LL
First Presbyterian Vision and Mission Statements
VISION: As faithful followers of Jesus Christ, we seek to be an open, caring, compassionate congregation,
and to bring about positive changes in our community and world.
MISSION: We celebrate, explore, and demonstrate our Christian faith in loving service.
STRATEGIC PRIORITIES: 1) Continue to be an active community-oriented congregation; 2) Develop a passion for
discipleship and advocacy; 3) Celebrate unity of purpose with diversity in action.

JUST FLICKS – SUNDAY AT CENTRAL

May 10, 2015
Blessings to all mothers and mother figures

This season of Just
Flicks concludes with
one of the most
compelling stories to
emerge from the
holocaust. We are
thrilled to have as our
discussion leader Kathy
Beube, a member of
First Presbyterian.
Kathy became
acquainted with this film through a visit to the
Holocaust Museum in Terre Haute, Indiana,
last year.
Kathy submitted the following synopsis:

Wed., May 6

WALK ‘N WORSHIP
Pathfinder Walk 4:00 p.m.
Taizé Worship 6:15 p.m.

2015 National Day of Prayer
“Lord, Hear Our Cry”
The 2015 National Day of Prayer will be held at
Grace United Methodist Church (901 N. Main
St.) on Thursday, May 7 from noon to 1:00
p.m.
Guest speaker for this year’s gathering is
Pastor Brenda Nevitt from gtChurch.
We hope you set aside this hour to join in
prayer and music to lift our churches,
community, nation and world. Our world is in
turmoil. It is filled with seemingly
insurmountable problems, but our God is
greater than all of our challenges.

NICKY'S FAMILY is 100-minute emotional
retelling of the remarkable efforts one man
took to rescue 669 Czech children from
death during WWII. Sir Nicholas
Winton was a young English businessman
at the time; but when chance brought him
to Nazi occupied Czechoslovakia, he put
aside his own pursuits and began
organizing the many children of Jewish
refugees to escape Nazi clutches. Once he
had appointed himself the authority for
such matters, Winton went to work
arranging transport and placing these
children in English homes.
While this emotional journey of sacrifice is
moving in its own right, the greater value
of director Matej Mináč’s work is the
exploration of where the survivors are
now. “Winton's legacy is one of selfsacrifice and humility that touches far
more lives than anyone could ever
have hoped.” (Cleveland International
Film Festival).

This film will be shown on Sunday, May 10,
starting at 6 p.m. at Central Christian Church.
As usual, fine refreshments will be served.

OUR CHURCH FAMILY
PRAYER CONCERNS:

E-mail concerns to:
amcelder@comcast.net

Sandy Peterson’s sister Lisa Peterson begins four
weeks of chemotherapy.

THANK YOU
THANKS to our One Church/One School volunteers
who provided some breakfast items for the staff at
Muffley Elementary School on Tuesday, May 5th,
which is National Teacher Day. Besides helping the
teachers weekly with small groups and an extra set
of hands, these volunteers wanted to show their
appreciation for these educators’ work in our
community. Please consider being a part of this
mission group next fall. For more information,
contact Cathy (cathyforce@comcast.net).
Dear Dove Member Church (Mission),
We want to thank you for your contributions in 2014.
Your continued support makes a difference and will
enable Dove to continue helping those in need right
here in our community.
James Walters, Executive Director
Our sincere thanks to the thirty volunteers who
delivered Meals on Wheels last week. Anyone who
delivers meals is invited to the Meals on Wheels
Volunteer Appreciation Breakfast on Wednesday,
May 13 at Decatur Memorial Hospital from 8:00-9:30
a.m. in Classrooms A and B. A short presentation by
staff will be given at 8:45 a.m. and all volunteers are
eligible for drawing for a gas gift card.

Meals on Wheels is opening
their May 13th breakfast to others
interested in becoming a part of Meals on
Wheels too! It’s a guaranteed no-pressure
way for folks to get to know them. Please
RSVP to 422-6611 only if you have not
volunteered for Meals on Wheels. All will
receive a flower!

VERY GOOD
May 10 SUNDAY GREETERS

Before Service
#1 Jody Hantel
#4 Carolyn Meyer
#2 Pam Neeley
#5 Chuck Boes
#3 Noah Gillespie
Computer Tech
Norm Jensen
Web Team
Media Tech
Theresa Boes
Jackie Evans
Andy Rauff
May Church School Teacher
Kathy Beube
May
Newsletter Volunteers
Joan Winick
Earline Wisher
Carol Sudduth-May 6
Betsy Tietz-May 13
Susan Grieve-May 20
Jody Hantel- May 27

Money Counters
Yvonne Lewis
Susie Marshall

GIVE TO THE PENTECOST OFFERING
The Pentecost Offering
supports programs for
children and youth and
provides opportunities
for young people to develop connections to
God and the church. 40% of the Pentecost
Offering stays in our congregation to support
local programs to benefit children-at-risk. In the
past, this offering has been donated to local
organizations such as Baby TALK, CASA
(Court-Appointed Special Advocates), and
Kemmerer Village. The Children’s and Youth
Ministries invite you to donate to the Pentecost
offering by May 24, the day of Pentecost.
Thank you,
Margi Nicholson

opus 24
A new path starts at First Pres. beginning this
Wednesday May 6th at 4:00 p.m.
We will take a 45-minute round-trip stroll through the
heart of downtown. The first walk has an optional
dinner stop at the Lincoln Restaurant where a shuttle
can return you to the church for the last of the
season’s Taizé Service at 6:15 p.m.
This walk will be a time to prayerfully connect with
the business, neighborhoods, and people we pass
along the way.
Grab your shoes on Wednesdays, call a friend and
join us!!
The dates are May 6, 13, 20, 27, and June 3, 10, 17,
and 24. It will be cancelled on rainy days. For more
information, contact Connie May at 433-2781 or
Kathy Beube at 620-7563.

SPRING CONCERT
My Song in the Night
Tuesday, May 12, 7:30 p.m.
Central Christian Church
650 W. William Street
$10 adults; $5 students
Tickets available in First Pres office
Concert will feature music samplings from the U.S.,
Venezuela, Canada and Great Britain, as well as a
piece featuring saxophonist, Claire Taylor. Kay
Mason and Doug Nicholson are among the members
singing in the OPUS choir.

PNC updates you

WORSHIP SERVICES
May 10, 2015
6th SUNDAY OF EASTER
Rev. John Kay, preaching
Sandy Peterson, 8:00 a.m. lay leader
Lindsey Morthland,
9:15 a.m. service leader
Jean Gift, 10:30 a.m. lay leader
Sermon
“The Legacy”
Scripture

John 15:9-17
Flowers
The flowers this Sunday are given in
loving memory of Mr. and Mrs. Elmer C.
Goeddel and Mr. and Mrs. Gordon Jones
by Dale and Liz Jones and family.

Perhaps many of you are wondering what the
Pastor Nominating Committee is doing now.
We have received a number of responses to
our MIF (Ministry Information Form). These
responses are known as PIFs in the search
process (Pastor Information Forms). At this
point, all members of the committee are
reviewing each PIF, making notes, and
comparing those notes. The PNC is meeting every Thursday
evening to evaluate the PIFs as a group. Once the committee
agrees on the most likely candidates, we will begin doing
interviews. As many of you know, this is a long process as we all
want to be sure that we choose the best candidate as the next
Pastor for First Pres. We ask for your continued support and
especially your prayers as we move forward. If you have any
questions, please contact any member of the PNC. They are:
Brenda Aymer, Jackie Evans, Ryan Holler, Jim Lycan, Margi
Nicholson, Peter Smith-Phillips, Harriet Sadowski, Susan Moore
and Carol Wood.

WONDER by R. J. Palacio
a Book Study

May Ushers
Myung Kim, captain
Dan Austin
Bob Bullock
Joli Cirks
Jim May
Eric Nevitt-sub
Charlie Platt-sub
Pat Smallwood
David Williams
Mike Zia-sub
Worship Aids
Children’s bulletins, large-print Bibles, and
hearing amplifiers are available for use
during worship. Ask any usher.

AVAILABLE FLOWER
DATES:

May 31

Purchase
Sunday flowers
in memory of your loved ones429-4195 or
fpdec@comcast.net.
PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY
The “Labor of Love” Prayer
Shawl ministry will meet
Wednesday, May 13, from
10:00-11:30 A.M.

ORPHANAGE NEEDS
LAST APPEAL
Donation box in Library until May 10
Wanted: New pencils, new pens,
band aids, antibiotic lotion, sterile
bandages, new or slightly worn bras
for young girls and new or slightly
used tee shirts for boys. Orphans
will appreciate letters too.

Craig Mandernach will lead a 2-week book study
during the 9 a.m. class on Sundays, May 10 and
May 17. Craig was introduced to Wonder at
Montreat, a young adult novel about a severely
disfigured boy who enters fifth grade wanting nothing more than
to be treated as ordinary. The story explores issues such as
acceptance, friendship, bullying, family and justice. All ages are
invited to the discussion group. Books are available in the church
office for $7.50 (5 copies); our books cost less than on the
Amazon site.
★ Last year the city of Appleton, Wisconsin, selected this book for
the city to read and join in adult discussion groups.

CHURCH SCHOOL HOUR
May 10, 2014
9:00 Everyday Issues: Dining Room – The Anti-bullying campaign
“Choose Kind” was inspired by the book Wonder (summary
above). Craig Mandernach will lead this 2-week book study and
discussion for the next two Sundays.
9:00 Youth Class: LL Youth Room – Junior- and Senior-high class
is led by Chris Lawton.
10:15 a.m. Chapel Conversation Class: This is a discussion
group about the day’s scriptures and sermon in the chapel. Cindy
Wene is discussion leader.
10:30 a.m. Children’s Church School: Sanctuary then Lower
Level

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY
Our men's Bible study group has just finished
reading and discussing the Old and New Testament.
We enjoyed it so much we want to do it again! This
time we'll use a study guide that Ray Landon has enjoyed using,
“The Present Word,” printed by the Presbyterian Mission Agency
in Louisville, and apply it to our modern lives.
We meet from 7 to 8 each Thursday morning at church. Come,
try us on for size! Questions? Contact Dick Fiala, Rene Corcoran,
Paul Rosenberger, George Batson or Ray.

SUNLIGHT – WHAT’S GOOD,
WHAT’S BAD

OUT OF CHAOS, HOPE
As many as 14 tornadoes were reported in the
Midwest on April 10, 2015. Rochelle and Fairdale,
Illinois, and locales in Ogle and DeKalb Counties
were among the hardest-hit locations. The tornado
cut a 22-mile path through Ogle County and leveled
most of Fairdale. Your financial blessings to
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance will offer hope for
the victims impacted by the storms. Please indicate
your gifts as DR000015 USA Disasters. If you would
like your money be designated to Gift of the Heart
kits, such as a baby kit ($39), cleanup bucket kit
($56), hygiene kit ($10), or school kit ($15), please
specify Gift of the Heart-DR000151 on your check.
Contributions are tax deductible.
Following the tornadoes, a massive disaster
happened in Nepal killing 4000 and injuring more
than 6000 when a 7.8 quake struck west of the
capital of Kathmandu on April 25. If you would like to
offer relief efforts abroad, please designate your
check to DR999999-Nepal.
All checks may be made out to First Pres. Thank You.

Fundraising night!
Good Samaritan Inn
May 7, 2015 from 3-10 P.M.
Eat at Texas Roadhouse and they will
donate10% of your total food purchases to
Good Samaritan Inn.
They have call-ahead seating – 876-7380.

Domestic Violence Shelter
The Domestic Violence Shelter is seeking a
new 32-inch flat screen TV for their waiting
room. If you can help them out, please contact
Patty Plato at 428-6616.

STRING BAND PERFORMANCE
Wednesday, May 13, 10:00-11:00 A.M.
McKinley Ct. Care Centre500 West
McKinley Avenue, Decatur, IL

The sunlight gives life to the
world; it is good for you.
Exposure to the sun helps
regulate circadian rhythms
and improves your mood.
Sunlight on your skin helps
the body make Vitamin D,
which strengthens your
bones.
Sunlight is also bad for you. The ultraviolet (UV)
rays penetrate the skin cells and can cause gene
mutations, leading to skin cancer. Sunburns are
painful and damage the skin.
How do we get to have the benefits of the sun and
stay safe? Some ideas – seek the shade, wear a
hat and long sleeves, limit exposure time to the sun
and avoid the intense sun of mid-day and, of
course, use sunscreen. Physicians estimate that
people who regularly use sunscreen in their first 18
years reduce the risk of nonmelanoma skin cancers
by 80%.
Remember, the skin is the largest organ, weighing
an average of 8 lbs. and covering 22 square feet
(spread out). It has an essential role of protecting,
healing and regulating the body. It deserves our
attention and care.
Don’t forget – sunscreen days are here again. We
can still, however, give thanks for the sunny days
ahead and all the sun and all it does for us.
Phyllis, Parish Nurse.

COMING TOGETHER:
How to get started

Engaging Neighbors of other
Faith Traditions
#4 No tokenism!
Individuals represent their personal
religious beliefs and experiences, not the
whole range of their religious tradition. It
is impossible for one person to speak on
behalf of an entire religion. So don’t ask
someone to do so.
The Presbyterian Resource Guide for Ministry
Presbyterians Today

Babes Puppet volunteers
Jackie Evans (pictured),
Chris Foster, Sally
Mathieson and Anna Mae
Carlson all volunteer for
Babes – Thank you for
your work in our
community. We
appreciate you.
If anyone is interested in joining them in the
schools, call 428-6616 ext. 2244 or email
slaesch@doveinc.org.

