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December 13, 2015 8:00 a.m. Worship Service – Chapel 
THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 9:00 a.m. Christian Education Hour – Everyday Issues and Teen Class  
 9:15 a.m. NewSong Worship Service – Chapel 
 10:15 a.m. Chapel Class – Chapel  
 10:30 a.m. Worship Service – Sanctuary  
 10:30 a.m. Children’s Church School – Lower Level 
 

First Presbyterian Vision and Mission Statements 
VISION: As faithful followers of Jesus Christ, we seek to be an open, caring, compassionate congregation,  

    and to bring about positive changes in our community and world. 
MISSION:  We celebrate, explore, and demonstrate our Christian faith in loving service. 
STRATEGIC PRIORITIES:  1) Continue to be an active community-oriented congregation; 2) Develop a passion for  
                                                  discipleship and advocacy; 3) Celebrate unity of purpose with diversity in action. 
 

 

Just Flicks Dec. 13  
 

Next up for Just Flicks: A Gathering of Old Men¸ a unique 
and fascinating look at race, criminal justice, and personal 
loyalty. 

Based on the book by Ernest Gaines and set in Louisiana, 
this film depicts the story of a group of African American 
elders who band together to protect one among their 
number who has slain a racist white landowner. It stars 
Louis Gossett, Jr., and several lesser known but highly 
skilled black actors, along with Richard Widmark and 
Holly Hunter. 

A reviewer on IMBd.com says: 

The actors in this movie have familiar faces, but 
rarely does one get to see this many older 
experienced black actors together in an ensemble 
where each one has their own story to share. 
Holly Hunter delivers a strong role as an advocate 
for these special men, who all say -- "I did it, I 
killed him." An undercurrent of humor and a 
continuing opportunity for the unexpected to 
happen keeps the plot moving. As a southerner, I 
cared for all these people - the women who don't 
want to see their husband beaten and jailed; the 
sheriff who, like George Wallace, tries to give the 
voters what they elected him for. 

 Craig Mandernach recommended this marvelous film, 
and he will serve as our moderator. It’s always a joy to 
hear the little-known facts Craig’s research has 
unearthed. 

The show starts at 6 p.m. on Sunday, December 13, at 
Central Christian Church. A fine assortment of edibles 
goodies will adorn the table.  

 

Deacons Meeting 
SUNDAY, December 13, 2015 

11:45 A.M., Dining Room 
 

 

1st Pres Bake Sale  

 

Our youth will be hosting a 
bake sale on Sunday, 
December 13, before and 
after the Christmas Choir 
Program. Donations of baked 

goods will gladly be accepted, and we will 
gather on Saturday, December 12 at 10:00 a.m. 
in the upstairs kitchen for a baking party. If you 
have any questions, please contact Brenda 
Aymer (791-0493) or bkaymer@gmail.com 

 

 
 
 
is coming Dec. 20th! 
 

Please plan to attend this special 10:30 AM 
music service. This is a good opportunity to 
invite family and friends to join us for a stunning 
way to start the Christmas week! We will have a 
small orchestra with strings, winds, and 
percussion. Stu Ellis is working on the narrative 
which will take the place of the sermon that day. 
The Choir and Handbells are rehearsing the 
music which is a collection of new arrangements 
of familiar carols. 

 

Choir’s Saturday rehearsal schedule:  

Dec. 12, 1-3 PM; and Dec. 19, 9-12 PM 
 

 Annual Pecan Sale  

 

Pecans are in the office for pickup, and 

we have some extras to sell – 429-4195 

Regular pecans $11; chocolate $9/bag 
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OUR CHURCH FAMILY 

PRAYER CONCERNS   
  James Nevitt is recovering from pneumonia at Heartland, 
room 141. 
  Pat Nevitt, shingles   
  Jack Brown is home from Heartland. 
  Julia Bright’s upcoming birthday is December 16 and 
she would be so happy to receive birthday cards at 1145 
Arbor Drive–203, Decatur, IL 62526. 
   
THANK YOU 
To everyone at First Pres! 
I was waiting until things got better to say thank-you, but I 
figured I might as well do it now. I love you all and thank 
you for your spiritual, emotional, and at times, material 
support. I could not have made it through the past few 
years without you. So thank you very much! 
Bev and Ruthie 
 

Thanks to our church family for the warm lap 
quilt, cards and your visits to the nursing 
home. Surgery on the broken hip went well in 
August but other health issues made rehab a 
much longer process than anticipated. It's 
great to finally be home even though some 
therapy is still necessary. We so appreciated 
your thoughts and prayers which supported 
us through the last several months.  
Jack & Nancy Brown  
Cathy & Chuck Force 
 

 

VERY GOOD   

December 13 SUNDAY GREETERS 

Before Service  
#1 Volunteer                             #4 Joan Winick, Sue     
#2 Connie May                               Weinstein 
#3 Jim May                               #5 Chuck Boes 
Computer Tech                    
Norm Evans 
Web Team                               Media Tech  
Theresa Boes                          Jackie Evans 
Andy Rauff                            
 

Church School Teacher 
Kathy Beube – There will NOT be church school on 
December 20 so the children can enjoy the Christmas 
Music Program.  
                                                     
DECEMBER 
Newsletter Volunteers Money Counters 
Jan Mandernach Lori Jensen 
Betty Zeaman Verlyn Rosenberger 
Betsy Tietz 12/9 & 12/16 
Carolyn Meyer 12/30 
 

 

RED POINSETTIAS 
 

Gold-foiled poinsettias are available 
to order for $12.00 each, in honor or 
in memory of your loved ones. Call 
429-4195 or e-mail 

fpdec@comcast.net for remembrances. 

 
 

 
HATS-SCARVES-AND-MITTENS 

 
Our Prayer Shawl Ministry is encouraging anyone 
who wishes to knit hats, scarves or mittens for our 
Christmas Mitten Tree to check with Cathy or the 

church office if they want to 
use yarn from our donated 
supply.  These finished 
projects will be given to 
children at DOVE and 
Muffley School—our One 
Church/One School partner. 
The tree is located in the 
Gathering room! Donations 

will be given out December 15. 
 
 

STARTING OVER… WITH A NEW DOCTOR 
 
Recently many people have 
been searching for a new 
doctor.  Their doctor, of many 
years, has either retired or died.  

It is hard to start over. It takes time to build 
a relationship and to feel comfortable with a 
doctor who may not do things the same 
way you are used to.  And they may seem so 
young! 
 
To prepare for your first appointment, have 
all the information your new doctor may 
need.  This includes - your old records 
transferred, a list of your medicines and 
supplements (better yet bring them with 
you), a list of allergies and reactions, 
surgeries, chronic conditions, and other 
pertinent information. 
 
Write down any questions you have, either 
about the doctor, the practice, what 
hospitals he/she is associated with, who will 
see you in an emergency, who to call when 
the office is closed, and any other concerns 
you may have. 
 
Write down any questions about your 
health issues.  If a new treatment or 
medication is recommended by your new 
doctor, make sure you understand why and 
what you can expect.  There are no bad or 
silly questions.  You have a right to 
understand anything related to your health 
care. 
 
No doctor can read your mind.  Share your 
expectations, worries, and concerns.  
Opening up the dialogue will help you and 
your new doctor have a more satisfying 
relationship.  Trusting your doctor is so 
important, but it can take time.   
 
My hope is that everyone feels listened to 
and cared for when they leave their doctor’s 
office.  If that doesn’t happen, then ask 
yourself why?  Could you have 
communicated better or could the doctor 
have listened better? 
 
Phyllis, Parish Nurse 

 

E-mail concerns to 

amcelder@comcast.net 

mailto:fpdec@comcast.net


 

 
 
 
 
 
WORSHIP SERVICES 

December 13, 2015 
THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

John Kay, preaching 
Mac Moore, 8:00 a.m. lay leader 
Cindy Wene, 9:15 service leader 

Andrew Taylor, 10:30 a.m. lay leader 
 

Scripture 
Luke 1:39-45 
Luke 1:46-55 

  
Sermon 

“The Gift of Love” 
 

Flowers 
The poinsettias during Advent are given 
in memory and in honor of loved ones. 

.  
December Ushers 

Jon Scharfenberg and Bob Dunn,  
Co-captains 

Pierce Bruckner 
Joli Cirks-sub 

Diane and Bob Dunn 
Bruce Mason 

Carol and Jon Scharfenberg 
Peter and Pattie Smith-Phillips 

 
Worship Aids 

Children’s bulletins, large-print Bibles, and 
hearing amplifiers are available for use 

during worship. Ask any usher. 
 

 
 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
See you in the Spring! 

 

 

 

Please take an Advent 2015 
Daily Scripture calendar and 
Advent Litany Bookmark to 
follow during this special 
season. They are provided by 
the Adult Ministry Team and 
can be found on the 
Gathering Room Advent 
table. 

 

 

 
 
 

AVAILABLE FLOWER 
DATE:  

January 3 
Purchase Sunday 
flowers in memory 

of your loved 
ones- 429-4195 or 

fpdec@comcast.net. 

 

 
2016 TOWER NOTES, VOL. 48  
 
Beginning in January, Tower Notes will go to a twice monthly 
publication. Please let us know if a particular column or item is 
important to you. Remember that lots of good information is available 
on the church’s web page (www.firstpresdecatur.org). If you have 
comments or suggestions, please contact Cathy Force at the church or 
cathyforce@comcast.net or Sue Grieve at segrieve@hotmail.com or 
972-1390. 
 
There may be email updates go out on Friday, sharing information for 
the Sunday service. Please make sure the office has your correct email 
address. In addition, if you are still receiving Tower Notes through the 
mail but would be willing to receive them over the internet, please let 
Christl know. Thanks. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Each year we offer a special worship service – which we’ve 
called a “Service of Remembrance and Hope” – during the pre-
Christmas season for those in the community who have suffered 
a loss.  
We know that holiday times are often a time of renewed grief - 
especially difficult for those who have someone close to them, 
who has died, but also for those who have lost a relationship 
because of divorce or estrangement, or who have lost a job, etc. 
We ask people to bring a memento, such as a photograph or 
some other precious item, to place on a table at the front of the 
chapel. We then have music, prayers, Scripture and a brief 
message, ending with a chance for those attending to come 
forward and light a candle in memory of those who have gone, 
or as a prayer for peace and guidance. 
This year the service will be held in the Chapel at 6:00 p.m. on 
Friday, Dec. 18th. We hope you can be there. The service is 
open to the public, so please invite others to come with you. 

 
 

CHURCH SCHOOL HOUR – Dec. 13 
 

9:00 a.m. Everyday Issues – Dining Room – We will study “Hark 
the Glad Sound” ...the songs the Angels and the Church.   This is 
an Advent Bible study using scripture, discussion, and taking a 
closer look at the lyrics, including YouTube variations on well-
known songs. Come enjoy the music of the season. On Dec. 20 
there will be no class.  
9:00 a.m.  Teen Church School – CLASS THIS SUNDAY. 
Teens meet bi-weekly in the lower level to set the agenda and 
select the topics.  All teens from 7th through 12th grade are invited 
for the snacks, fellowship, and the discussions.  Contact Mac 
Moore by phone (217-855-3259) or email moore.mw@gmail.com. 
 
 

 
The church van is being offered for 
sale.  It is a 2008 Ford E350, 12- 
passenger van with 28,400 miles. 
 It is all-power with cloth interior 
and carpeting throughout.  The 
asking price is $17,925.  Please 
contact Richard Sublett, 433-7833, 
if you or someone you know would 

like more information or are interested in purchasing. 

mailto:cathyforce@comcast.net
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SEEK & YE SHALL FIND:  
 

Looking for Readers for the 7 p.m. Christmas 
Eve “Lessons & Carols” service—if available, 
please contact Cathy at 
(cathyforce@comcast.net). We don't want to 
leave out any interested persons!  Please note: 
there is ONE service this year at 7:00. 

 

 

Used Card Fronts and the Pink Box 

 
 
The pink box sitting by the other card collection 
boxes in the library is for USED CARD FRONTS. 
You may wonder why it’s pink and not wrapped in 
Christmas paper, right? It’s that color because the 
staff at Kids ‘N Fitness (By WAND TV and the 
Athletic Club on Southside Drive) are TICKLED 
PINK to get our donations! Some of the many 
things they do with the card fronts are:  
1. Small hands learning to use scissors can  
    handle the cardstock better than floppy  
    paper. 
2. Staff cuts out pictures of animals, flowers,   
    etc. and the children learn sorting/math. 
3. Children currently are using card front      
    pictures to make their own cards for our  
    military troops. 
4. Books are created for and by the children. 
 
So if you, or your friends and family, have used 
card fronts, think about the Pink Box instead of the 
wastebasket or recycle bin. We never know what 
lives one card front can touch. THINK PINK! 
 
Thank you, 
The Deacons 
 
 

Jan. 3 Deadline 
 

This year we are asking that you send in 
your 2015 final pledge payment before 
January 4 so that it will be recognized on 
your 2015 tax statement for tax deduction 
purposes.  On Monday, January 4, we 
make the last 2015 deposit. Thank you for 
your help in reducing the 2015 deficit. 
 

 
 

Identify people 

in your congregation or community who 

need a break—for example, a single 

mother whose job and childcare 

responsibilities give her little free time, 

or someone whose days consist of caring 

for a parent who needs household help. 

Offer to babysit the children or to spend 

time with the parent, to free up the 

caregiver. 

Christmas Joy Offering: 
Continue the Tradition! 
For more than 80 years, Presbyterians have given 

generously at Christmas to lift up those who’ve devoted 

their lives to the mission of the Presbyterian Church 

(U.S.A.). On December 20, churches throughout the 

denomination will again receive this special offering. The 

Christmas Joy Offering is shared equally by the Assistance 

Program of the Board of Pensions, which provides much-

needed assistance to PC(USA) church workers and their 

families, and Presbyterian-affiliated racial ethnic schools 

and colleges, which enable students to develop their gifts 

and find their calling. 

Every congregation’s gifts to the Offering are critical to the 

future of these programs, especially now. If you don’t 

already do so, please make the Christmas Joy Offering 

part of your Advent and Christmas tradition. 

 

 
DOVE & N.E. 

COMMUNITY FUND’s 
ANNUAL CHRISTMAS 

BASKET DRIVE 
 

Volunteers are needed to sort & count on December 
14, 15, 16; 
Volunteers are needed to assemble baskets on 
December 17 & 18; and 
Volunteers are needed to deliver food/gift baskets on 
December 22. 
 
If you would like to help with any of the gift basket 
tasks, please call Angie Williams at 428-6616. If you 
would like to help with the food part of the baskets, 
please contact Jerry Pelz or Dave Hinkle at the 
Northeast Community Fund, 429-5846. 
 
If you are interested in ADOPTING a family and 
providing a complete Christmas basket, including 
food, gifts, and delivery for all family members, 
please call with the details at 428-6616.  
 

 
 

REVIVAL OF TAPAS GATHERINGS:     

  

 
—Spanish term for 
appetizers--are the menu for 
monthly gatherings of 

interested 1st Pres folk who meet at a host 
house, bring their favorite tapas and share it with 
the guests while the host provides liquid 
refreshments and maybe dessert.  It is good fun 
and not too much work for host or guest. 
 A sign-up board in the Gathering room offers a 
chance to join the fun.  Signing up also means 
that you would be willing to host one of the 
gatherings in your home.  The first scheduled 
Tapas gathering this year is at the Batson's this 
Saturday, Dec. 12th, 6:30 pm.  There is still 
room for you; just sign up.  The second 
scheduled gathering is in January at Jerry 
Atkin’s home. 
We'll be looking for you.  Questions?-Judy 
Batson, 422-8319. 
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