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Worship Service – Chapel
SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
9:00 a.m.
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Chapel Class – Chapel
10:30 a.m.
Worship Service – Sanctuary
10:30 a.m.
Children’s Church School – Lower Level
First Presbyterian Vision and Mission Statements
VISION: As faithful followers of Jesus Christ, we seek to be an open, caring, compassionate congregation,
and to bring about positive changes in our community and world.
MISSION: We celebrate, explore, and demonstrate our Christian faith in loving service.
STRATEGIC PRIORITIES: 1) Continue to be an active community-oriented congregation; 2) Develop a passion for
discipleship and advocacy; 3) Celebrate unity of purpose with diversity in action.

REVIVAL OF TAPAS GATHERINGS:
is coming Dec. 20th!
—Spanish term for
appetizers--are the menu for
monthly gatherings of
interested 1st Pres folk who meet at a host
house, bring their favorite tapas and share it with
the guests while the host provides liquid
refreshments and maybe dessert. It is good fun
and not too much work for host or guest.
A sign-up board in the Gathering room offers a
chance to join the fun. Signing up also means
that you would be willing to host one of the
gatherings in your home. The first scheduled
Tapas gathering this year is at the Batson's on
Dec. 12th, 6:30 pm. There is still room for you;
just sign up. The second scheduled gathering is
in January at Jerry Atkin’s home.
We'll be looking for you. Questions?-Judy
Batson, 422-8319.

Please take an Advent 2015 Daily Scripture
calendar and Advent Litany Bookmark to
follow during this special season. They are
provided by the Adult Ministry Team and can be
found on the Gathering Room Advent table.

SEEK & YE SHALL FIND:
Looking for Readers for the 7 p.m. Christmas
Eve “Lessons & Carols” service—if available,
please contact Cathy at
(cathyforce@comcast.net). We don't want to
leave out any interested persons! Please note:
there is ONE service this year at a different
time.

Please plan to attend this special 10:30 AM
music service, and invite others to come too.
We will have a small orchestra with strings,
winds, and percussion. Stu Ellis is working on the
narrative which will take the place of the sermon
that day. The Choir and Handbells are rehearsing
the music which is a collection of new
arrangements of familiar carols.
Extra choir members can still join in on
the fun by coming to the remaining
Wednesday evening rehearsals and/or
the special Saturday rehearsals. If
you're interested in joining, call Doug
Nicholson (521-1314) to reserve a
book of music. Here is the choir's
Saturday rehearsal schedule: Dec. 5, 911 AM; Dec. 12, 1-3 PM; and Dec. 19, 912 PM.

Jan. 3 Deadline
This year we are asking that you send in
your 2015 final pledge payment before
January 4 so that it will be recognized on
your 2015 tax statement for tax deduction
purposes. On Monday, January 4, we
make the last 2015 deposit. Thank you for
your cooperation in prayerfully making
2015 end in the black. We want to reduce
the deficit.

OUR CHURCH FAMILY

E-mail concerns to
amcelder@comcast.net

PRAYER CONCERNS
James Nevitt is at Decatur Memorial Hospital, Rm.4128,
with pneumonia, but will transfer to Heartland.
Pat Nevitt has shingles.
Jack Brown is back at Heartland Healthcare.
Julia Bright is not doing well– Julia’s upcoming birthday
is December 16 and she would be so happy to receive
birthday cards at 1145 Arbor Drive–203, Decatur, IL 62526.
Steve Shoemaker, former pastor at McKinley Foundation
Church, has stage 4 cancer. He has been a guest preacher
at First Pres in the past.

VERY GOOD
December 6 SUNDAY GREETERS

Before Service
#1 Volunteer
#4 Sally Mathieson
#2 Jim and Kathi Bondurant #5 Wally Minnis
#3 Carolyn Meyer
Computer Tech
Andrew Taylor
Web Team
Media Tech
Theresa Boes
Jackie Evans
Andy Rauff
Church School Teacher
Kathy Beube – There will NOT be church school on
December 20 so the children can enjoy the Christmas
Music Program.
December 6 COMMUNION SERVERS
8:00 a.m. – Mac Moore
9:15 a.m. – Cindy Wene
10:30 a.m. –
Current Elders & Deacons
Other Elders
Jean Gift
Carol Fuller
Connie May
Frits Pronk
Tom Griffith
Trish Spinner
Marsha DeVore
Ray Landon
Dan Austin
Donna Washburn
DECEMBER
Newsletter Volunteers
Jan Mandernach
Betty Zeaman
Shirley Moore

Money Counters
Lori Jensen
Verlyn Rosenberger

HATS-SCARVES-AND-MITTENS
Our Prayer Shawl Ministry is encouraging anyone
who wishes to knit hats, scarves or mittens for our
Christmas Mitten Tree to check with Cathy or the
church office if they want to
use yarn from our donated
supply. These finished
projects will be given to
children at DOVE and Muffley
School—our One Church/One
School partner. The tree is
located in the Gathering room!
Donations will be given out
December 15.

Annual Pecan Sale
Pecans are in the office for pickup, and
we have some extras to sell – 429-4195
Regular pecans $11; chocolate $9/bag

THANK YOU, MEMBERS

Thank you for turning in your pledge cards and for those
who will soon turn in their 2016 pledge cards and their
Capital Campaign cards. Most, but not all pledges have
been received. Your prompt response will make our
careful budgeting more credible. You have fed and
sustained this church for many years and your faithfulness
will continue to nourish First Pres.
MISSION THANK YOU
Dear First Presbyterian Church,
Thank you on behalf of our patrons, volunteers and staff for
your generous gift. Your support provides the funds to fulfill
our mission statement and it is an essential part of our
continuing efforts to serve the less fortunate in our
community. Without your help, we would be unable to
perform our mission on behalf of Jesus Christ.
Once again, we are greatly appreciative of your
benevolence and look forward to remaining loyal partners
with you in serving the less fortunate of our community.
Sincerely,
The Good Samaritan Inn

THERE ARE LOTS OF WAYS TO GET
EXERCISE
Harriet Sadowski combines routine and
volunteering to keep her fit.

“I get up at 6:30 every morning
and am at the Athletic Club by 7:00am 3
days a week. I am on the treadmill for 30
minutes and then work out on the weight
machines for 30 minutes. The other 2 days
a week I volunteer at the Decatur Senior
Center stocking shelves for the Thrift Shop
for 7 hours a day. This consists of walking
the length of the long building many, many
times a day, moving boxes, pushing carts,
etc. This keeps me fit.”
With the holiday season upon us, it can be
hard to keep in our routine. But exercise
can gives us energy for the many extra
activities available to enjoy this time of year.
Another reason to seek out some form of
exercise is all those delicious sweets we are
likely to consume. Also there are
volunteering opportunities that can get us
up off the couch and bring greater meaning
to our Christmas experience.
Phyllis, Parish Nurse

CANNED AND BOXED GOODS ACCEPTED SUNDAY
First Sunday happens December 6! Share your blessings
with the needy as you bring your food donations to all
services for Northeast Community Fund. You may also
bring food or monetary donations on Monday morning.

WORSHIP SERVICES
December 6, 2015
SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
John Kay, preaching
Mac Moore, 8:00 a.m. lay leader
Cindy Wene, 9:15 service leader
Beth Bachtold, 10:30 a.m. lay leader
Scripture
Malachi 3:1-4
Luke 3:1-6
Sermon
“What Love Can Create”
Flowers
The poinsettias during Advent are given
in memory and in honor of loved ones.
.
December Ushers
Jon Scharfenberg and Bob Dunn,
Co-captains
Pierce Bruckner
Joli Cirks-sub
Diane and Bob Dunn
Bruce Mason
Carol and Jon Scharfenberg
Peter and Pattie Smith-Phillips
Worship Aids
Children’s bulletins, large-print Bibles, and
hearing amplifiers are available for use
during worship. Ask any usher.

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY
See you in the Spring!

S

ession voted to
approve calling a
Congregational
Meeting to act upon the
report of the Nominating
Committee and to hear a
report from the Pastor
Nominating Committee.
The meeting will be
December 6, 2015 at the
close of the 10:30 worship
service.

AVAILABLE FLOWER
DATE:
January 3
Purchase Sunday
flowers in memory
of your loved
ones- 429-4195 or
fpdec@comcast.net.

Also, on the first Sunday of the month, the Peacemaking
committee will sell olive oil and Equal Exchange coffee, tea
and cocoa in the Gathering Room. Thank you for your
support.

Each year we offer a special worship service – which we’ve
called a “Service of Remembrance and Hope” – during the
pre-Christmas season for those in the community who have
suffered a loss.
We know that holiday times are often a time of renewed
grief - especially difficult for those who have someone close
to them, who has died, but also for those who have lost a
relationship because of divorce or estrangement, or who
have lost a job, etc. We ask people to bring a memento,
such as a photograph or some other precious item, to place
on a table at the front of the chapel. We then have music,
prayers, Scripture and a brief message, ending with a
chance for those attending to come forward and light a
candle in memory of those who have gone, or as a prayer
for peace and guidance.
This year the service will be held in the Chapel at 6:00 p.m.
on Friday, Dec. 18th. We hope you can be there. The service
is open to the public, so please invite others to come with
you.

CHURCH SCHOOL HOUR – Dec. 6
9:00 a.m. Everyday Issues – Dining Room – During Advent from
Sunday, November 29 through Sunday, December 20, we will
study “Hark the Glad Sound” ...the songs of Zechariah, Mary, the
Angels and the Church. This is an Advent Bible study using
scripture, discussion, and taking a closer look at the lyrics,
including YouTube variations on well-known songs. Come enjoy
the music of the season.
9:00 a.m. Teen Church School – NO CLASS THIS SUNDAY.
Teens meet bi-weekly in the lower level to set the agenda and
select the topics. All teens from 7th through 12th grade are invited
for the snacks, fellowship, and the discussions. Contact Mac
Moore by phone (217-855-3259) or email moore.mw@gmail.com.

The church van is being offered for
sale. It is a 2008 Ford E350, 12passenger van with 28,400 miles.
It is all-power with cloth interior
and carpeting throughout. The
asking price is $17,925. Please
contact Richard Sublett, 433-7833,
if you or someone you know would
like more information or are
interested in purchasing.

RED POINSETTIAS
Gold-foiled poinsettias are available to order for $12.00
each, in honor or in memory of your loved ones. Call 4294195 or e-mail fpdec@comcast.net for remembrances.

Used Card Fronts and the Pink Box
The pink box sitting by the other card collection
boxes in the library is for USED CARD
FRONTS. You may wonder why it’s pink and
not wrapped in Christmas paper, right? It’s that
color because the staff at Kids ‘N Fitness (By
WAND TV and the Athletic Club on Southside
Drive) are TICKLED PINK to get our donations!
Some of the many things they do with the card
fronts are:
1. Small hands learning to use scissors can
handle the cardstock better than floppy
paper.
2. Staff cuts out pictures of animals, flowers,
etc. and the children learn sorting/math.
3. Children currently are using card front
pictures to make their own cards for our
military troops.
4. Books are created for and by the children.
So if you, or your friends and family, have used
card fronts, think about the Pink Box instead of
the wastebasket or recycle bin. We never know
what lives one card front can touch. THINK
PINK!
Thank you,
The Deacons

CARD AND CALENDAR COLLECTION
The

deacons are collecting
NEW Christmas cards, NEW
greeting cards and 2016
CALENDARS to share with
others. There are 3 baskets
in the Library – one for NEW Christmas- related
cards, stickers, wrapping paper; one for NEW
2016 calendars; and one for NEW all-occasion
cards, notepads and stickers. Please bring your
donations between now and Dec. 6.
Thank you for your help. The Deacons

Begin your
prayer time with thankfulness. Before
asking God for help with a problem, thank
God for some of your blessings. Try
praying the daily examen, an ancient
practice meant to cultivate gratitude and
awareness of God’s presence
(ignatianspirituality.com/the-examen).

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY
The “Labor of Love” Prayer
Shawl ministry will meet once
this month on December 9th at
10:00 a.m.

DOVE & N.E. COMMUNITY FUND’s
ANNUAL CHRISTMAS BASKET DRIVE
Volunteers are needed to sort & count on
December 14, 15, 16;
Volunteers are needed to assemble baskets on
December 17 & 18; and
Volunteers are needed to deliver food/gift
baskets on December 22.
If you would like to help with any of the gift
basket tasks, please call Angie Williams at 4286616. If you would like to help with the food part
of the baskets, please contact Jerry Pelz or
Dave Hinkle at the Northeast Community Fund,
429-5846.
If you are interested in ADOPTING a family and
providing a complete Christmas basket,
including food, gifts, and delivery for all family
members, please call with the details at 4286616.

Just Flicks films on Dec. 13
Showing will be A Gathering of Old Men
(1987) at First Christian Church at 6:00pm.
“Gathering” tells the story of the shooting of a
racist Cajun on a Louisiana sugarcane
plantation. Holly Hunter plays Candy, a white
woman who finds the body. She is convinced
the black shooter will get lynched, so she sets
out to protect the man by getting seventeen
other black men to confess. Richard Widmark
plays the sheriff who has to figure it all out.

MAX GIFT GIVING
Many in Decatur seek emergency
assistance at MAX (Macon County
Assistance eXchange) with bills, medical
assistance and other needs . Christmas is
a time for giving, and if you would like to
help MAX help others, you may give your
gift to MAX, 302 S. Union, Decatur, IL
62521.

STAND UP FOR GRACE
Stand Up for Grace is collecting toothbrushes, brand
new pencils and pens, Band-Aids, antibiotic lotion,
sterile gauze and medical gloves for By Grace
Orphanage. There is a collection box in the library
until Dec. 13th. If you want to send any letters to any
of the children at By Grace, please put them in the
collection box also.
Sponsored by the Peacemaking committee. Thanks,
Pixie Fennessey

