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First Presbyterian Vision and Mission Statements 
VISION: As faithful followers of Jesus Christ, we seek to be an open, caring, compassionate congregation,  

    and to bring about positive changes in our community and world. 
MISSION:  We celebrate, explore, and demonstrate our Christian faith in loving service. 
STRATEGIC PRIORITIES:  1) Continue to be an active community-oriented congregation; 2) Develop a passion for  
                                                  discipleship and advocacy; 3) Celebrate unity of purpose with diversity in action. 
 
 

 

Peacemaking Sunday is October 18 
 
The writer of the letter to the Ephesians closes with “Peace be to the 
whole community, and love with faith.” (Ephesians 6:23).  This closing is 
both a blessing and a hope. We seek God’s blessing on our communities 
(small and large) and hope that we may achieve peace within them.  Can 
we reduce violence, increase economic opportunity, and form 
communities based upon love and understanding? 
 
The closing of Ephesians is the theme for this year’s Peacemaking 
Offering which will be taken on Sunday, October 18, 2015. This special 
offering of the Presbyterian Church provides us with a specific way to 
contribute to the hard work of peacemaking. Presbyteries and synods 
divide 25% of the offering to support their ministries. The General 
Assembly Mission Council receives 50% of the offering. Your 
Peacemaking Committee receives 25% of the offering to promote peace 
in our congregation, our community, and our world. It is the entirety of the 
Committee’s funding for the year. Your Peacemaking Committee is 
involved in a wide variety of activities intending to increase peace and 
justice.   

 
The charge to the Peacemaking Committee is to 
promote peace in our church, our neighborhood, 
our community, our nation, and the world. One of 
the ways we do this is by bringing peacemakers to 

First Pres to talk about their work.  On Sunday, October 18, Don Carlson, 
Executive Director of Illinois People’s Action, will lead the adult education 
class at 9.  First Pres is a member of IPA, a group devoted to bringing 
peace to the whole community. Guests like Don have helped us 
understand important peace and social justice issues and given practical 
advice on how we can all be peacemakers in our community. 
 
Your contribution to the Peacemaking Offering will enable your 
Peacemaking Committee to continue its activities for another year.  It will 
support visiting speakers, Just Flicks, Peace Notes, school Peacemaker 
Awards, Fair Trade coffee, and other programs, organizations, and 
activities aimed at the persistence of peace and justice in our 
neighborhood, our nation, our world, and our environment. 
 
Over 30 years ago, First Presbyterian Church chose to be a peacemaking 
congregation and promised to work for peace.  The Peacemaking 
Committee was formed to help First Pres keep that promise. The 
Peacemaking Offering represents our annual recommitment to that 
promise. You can give to the Peacemaking Offering by using the 
designated Peacemaking Offering envelopes in the pews on October 18.  
Please give generously. Thank you. 
 
Your 2015-2016 Peacemaking Committee:  Rob Cook, Brett Eisenhauer, 
Pixie Fennesey, Norm Jensen, Craig Mandernach, Phyllis McPherron, 
Sandy Peterson, Jim Rauff,  Connie Requarth, Verlyn Rosenberger, and 
Fred Spannaus.  

 

Stated Session Meeting Highlights 
 
The Session met for its stated meeting on 
September 21 in the Gathering Room. In addition to 
hearing the monthly reports of the treasurer and 
committees, the group reviewed the “Generations 
of Generosity” capital campaign calendar and a 
draft of the 2016 operating budget, which will not be 
set and submitted for approval until after pledges 
have been received in late November. Interim 
Pastor John Kay’s contract was extended from 
October 2, 2015 to December 31, 2015. It was 
approved to change Tower Notes to a twice-
monthly publication, which will free financial 
secretary Ann Elder to pursue her other duties. In 
addition, an Evensong Service was approved for 7 
p.m. on Sunday, November 15. The Session will 
meet for its next stated meeting on Monday, 
October 19 at 7 p.m.  

 
 

FLU VACCINE – THE TIME IS NOW! 
 
If you have not already received your flu shot, it is 
recommended that October is the month to get it.  
We have, in past years, had a flu vaccine clinic 
here at church.  However, this year with my 
extended trip, I have not been able to arrange it in a 
reasonable time. 
 

I encourage everyone to go to any of the following 
places to get protected from the flu for this 
upcoming flu season: 

 Your doctor’s office 

 The Macon County Health Department – 
walk-in times are Tuesday, Wednesday, 
Thursday 8:30 – 11:30 and 1:00 – 3:30 (the 
Health Department is who has come to 
church in past years). 

 Pharmacies  
 

If you have any questions, please call me.  I will 
have information on the flu vaccine at my table in 
the Gathering Room. 
 

Remember, PREVENTION is the first word in smart 
health care. 
Phyllis, Parish Nurse 
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OUR CHURCH FAMILY 
PRAYER CONCERNS   
  Jack Brown continues physical therapy at Heartland in room 
142. 
  Mary Elizabeth Platt is in hospice care. 
  James Nevitt has been released from Decatur Memorial 
Hospital. 
  Norma Davis has been released from Decatur Memorial. 
  Margie Bennett had knee replacement surgery at St. John’s in 
Springfield and is in rehab. 
 Joseph McBeath had bypass surgery October 7 at St. John’s 
in Springfield and is doing well in rehab. 
  Our sympathy is extended to Carole Tobias and her family on 
the death of her husband Jerry on October 11, 2015. 
 

In Memoriam 
 

Jerry Ray “Toby” Tobias 
May 25, 1938 – October 11, 2015 

 
Uphold us now, O Lord, as we entrust him to your boundless 

love and eternal care. 
 

Graceland-Fairlawn Funeral Home, 2091 N. Oakland Ave. 
Visitation: October 16, 5-7 p.m., with Masonic Service at 7 p.m. 
Memorial Service: October 17, 10:00 a.m. at Graceland 

 
♥ Margaret Reschetz  (Missouri) 
mentioned how much she enjoys 
receiving the Tower Notes and how she 
looks forward to them every 
week. Thank you, Margaret. 
 
♥ Leo Pondelick (Minnesota) is doing 
well and really enjoys phone calls from 
his friends. 

 
CONGRATULATIONS 
Congratulations to Chad and Ashley Force on the birth of Eilee 
Jo Force (7 lbs. 10 oz., 21 inches) on October 8, 2015. Eilee has 
two big brothers, Chad II & Carter,  and very proud 
grandparents, Tom & Nancy Force. 

 

PRAYER SHAWL 
MINISTRY 
 

2ND AND 4TH WED. , 10am  
Next gathering is Oct. 14. 
 

                 

 WHY WE BELONG 

(Presbyterians share what being Presbyterian means 

to them – Presbyterians Today–December 2014) 

 

“I’m part of the Presbyterian family of Jesus Christ 

because we know how to stimulate one another to 

love and good deeds. We are stirrers. We are 

assemblers. We are encouragers. We have each 

other’s backs, and sometimes our fronts” – Stephen 

Bowie, interim pastor, Third Presbyterian Church, 

Rockford, Illinois 

 

 

WOMEN’S 
NIGHT OUT 

Thurs., October 22, 2015, 5:30pm 
Benny’s Grill 

1770 E. Pershing Road 
Be sure to RSVP! 

 

VERY GOOD   

October 18 SUNDAY GREETERS 

Before Service  
#1 Volunteer                       #4 Jim and Kathi Bondurant 
#2 Carol Dixon                   #5 Pat Smallwood 
#3 Carol Fuller 
Computer Tech                  Sound Tech 
Fred Spannaus                    Walt Lohmann 
Web Team                           Media Tech  
Theresa Boes                       Jackie Evans 
Andy Rauff                            
October Church School Teacher 
Carol Fuller 
 

 
 

Come listen to the String Band 
 

1st Pres String Band Performance Dates: 

    Wed., Oct. 14, 10:00 AM, McKinley Ct. 

      500 W. McKinley Ave.  

    Thurs., Oct. 15, 2:00 PM, Eagle Ridge 

      875 W. McKinley Ave. 

 
 

 FIRST FRIENDS ON OCTOBER 22, 2015 
  

First Presbyterian will host 
the October 22, 2015 
meeting of First Friends in 
the Gathering Room and 
Chapel.  September’s 
meeting with the United 

Methodists at their church was well 
attended.  We have invited Randy Miller, Water 
Services Manager of Decatur, as our program 
presenter to show a new video and speak about 
the Lake Decatur Dredging Project.  Gather for 
light snacks and coffee or tea from 10:00 – 10:30 
AM in the Gathering Room, opening prayer & 
announcements at 10:30, after which we’ll move 
into the Chapel for the program.  Persons of all 
ages are always welcome to join in the 
fun.  Since we no longer serve a lunch, we don’t 
need reservations – JUST COME. 

  
Paul Rosenberger & Mary Ann Grohne 
  
 

Ugandan Kids Choir and 

Heart and Soul 

Wednesday, October 21, 7:00 p.m. 

Central Christian Church, 650 W. William St. 

 

The Ugandan Kids 

Choir is a group of ten 

talented children who 

have been given hope 

through the Childcare 

Worldwide Sponsorship Program. They 

delight audiences across the United States 

with traditional African songs and dances. 

 

Heart and Soul will join them and is a choir 

that brings together singers with special 

needs. They are in their fourth year of 

bringing joy to audiences in the Decatur 

area. 

E-mail concerns to 

amcelder@comcast.net 



 
 
 
 
WORSHIP SERVICES 

October 18, 2015 
21st SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

Peacemaking Sunday 
“Work to Grow Peace” 

John Kay, preaching 
Dianne DeVore, 8:00 a.m. lay leader 

Pam Neeley, 9:15 service leaders 
Marsha DeVore, 10:30 a.m. lay leader 

 
Scripture 

Psalm 33:1-5 
Ephesians 6:10-17, 23-24 

 
Minute for Peacemaking 

 “Mission of IPA” 
 

Flowers 
The flowers this Sunday are given by 

Walter and Denise Lohmann 
in loving memory of Hank and Bea 

Hocenic and Ruth Lohmann. 
 

October Ushers 
Myung Kim, captain 

Joli Cirks 
Debbie and Ralph Czerwinski 

Eric Nevitt-sub 
Carol Ferry-sub 

Nancy and Tom Force 
Charlie Platt-sub 

Trish Spinner 
David Williams 

 
Worship Aids 

Children’s bulletins, large-print Bibles, and 
hearing amplifiers are available for use 

during worship. Ask any usher. 
 
 
 

AVAILABLE FLOWER 
DATE:  

January 3 
Purchase Sunday 
flowers in memory 

of your loved ones- 429-4195 or 
fpdec@comcast.net. 

 
 
 

 

1ST
 PRES STRING 

BAND PRACTICE 
Every Wednesday at 

5:00PM in the Choir Room until 
the AC is fixed – All levels 
welcome. Call Doug at 521-1314.  

 
 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 
We meet from 7 to 8 each 

Thursday morning at church. 
Come, try us on for size! 

Questions? Contact Jerry 
Atkins, Dick Fiala, Paul 

Rosenberger, George Batson or 
Ray Landon 

Generations of Generosity 
A Vision for Financial Stewardship 

 
 
fter several months of careful planning, the 
Session has authorized a Stewardship effort 

that will seek responses for both the Operating 
Budget and a Capital Campaign. The goal is to address the difficulties we have 
identified with our aging Heating and Air Conditioning systems while also 
considering the needs for the 2016 Budget.  
 
A Stewardship Campaign Committee has been meeting under the leadership 
of Marty Cushman and Mike Zia. We want to make you aware of some of the 
upcoming important events: 
 

November 1 – All Saints’ Sunday and Congregation Kickoff event. A Luncheon is 
being planned to follow immediately after the 10:30 service which 
promises to be a festive time for fellowship, entertainment and 
information sharing about the next steps in the campaign.  

 
November 2 ~ 21 – Small Group Meetings. We hope to offer ten or twelve small 

group gatherings in homes or at the church, to learn the particulars of 
the campaign and receive detailed information on the need.  

 
November 22 – Thanksgiving Sunday which will mark the conclusion of the 

Campaign and provide a time to dedicate our commitments.  

 
 

CHURCH SCHOOL HOUR 
 

October 18, 2015 
9:00 Everyday Issues – Dining Room – Our speaker will be Don 

Carlson, Executive Director of Illinois People's Action (IPA).  He will 
explain the mission of IPA, how it works for justice and peace in the U.S., 
how First Pres. is a member of IPA, and how our members can become 
more involved.  He will review the many issues IPA has been involved 
with, and note the ones we are currently working on.  He will also explain 
what other groups we are affiliated with as we all try to bring positive 
changes for all citizens. 
  9:00 Teen Church School – Lower Level – Teens meet bi-weekly to 
set the agenda and select the topics.  All teens from 7th through 12th 
grade are invited for the snacks, fellowship, and the discussions.  
Contact Mac Moore by phone (217-855-3259) or email 
moore.mw@gmail.com.  In October, Teen Church School will meet this 
Sunday. 
 10:15 a.m. Chapel Class – Chapel  

 

57 VARIETIES OF CHRISTIANITY 

You pick your day! 

Wednesday class has dinner 

Ever wonder what the Mormons are about, or the Disciples 
of Christ/Christian churches, the Unitarians or the 
Pentecostals? This will be your chance to explore 

something of what each has to offer to the whole Church. 
  
Leading the discussions are Bill Keagle and Miley Palmer. Classes meet 
through November 8 on the following days: 
 *Tuesdays at 7:00 p.m., at First Presbyterian Church    
 *Wednesdays at 6:30 (5:30 dinner) at First United Methodist Church -   
                                                           $5 per person for the meal 
 *Sundays at 9:00 a.m. at First Presbyterian Church.   
 

Please note that the '57 Varieties of Christianity' adult 
education class at First United Methodist Church will NOT 
MEET on  Wednesday, October 14 due to a previous 
scheduled dinner.  Also, the '57 Varieties' class at First 
Presbyterian Church on Sunday, October 18 will not meet, but 
Bill will continue his class the following Sunday.  

 

A 



SPONSOR A STOCKING 
 
Stand Up For Grace will be having their 
4th annual “Sponsor a Stocking" fund 
raiser to purchase meat, milk, and fresh 
fruits and vegetables for the children at 
By Grace Orphanage, Nairobi, Kenya.  
There will be a display and Christmas 
tree set up in the Gathering room from 
Oct.18th to Nov.8th. There will be 

pictures of children from the orphanage hanging on 
the tree, and for a $10 donation, you can have a 
picture of the child. The money will be used for the 
purchase of special food for the winter holidays. I will 
be sitting at the table near the tree if anyone wants to 
make a donation. As always, thank you for your 
continued support. Thanks also to the Peacemaking 
committee for sponsoring this event. 
 
Pixie Fennessey 

President Stand Up For Grace 

 

 

Pathfinders  
Walk and Fellowship 
We Invite all to share  

Splendors of Autumn  
 

 

Call 429-4195  

or sign up in 

the Gathering 

room. 

 

 

Saturdays from  
10:30-11:30 a.m. 

Stroll paced and accessible to all 
October 17th- Entrance of Greenwood Cemetery 
October 24th- Forsyth Park; Veterans Memorial 
Path and a visit next door at Sue Grieve’s for tea 

 Meet us there or ride the van  
 

Kathy will drive the church van. It 

accommodates 7.  We will leave the 

church no later than 10:10am and 

return to the church by noon, with the 

exception of Oct. 24 when we will 

return at 12:45. 

*Cancelled if raining    
 

Have questions? Call Connie @ 433-

2781 or Kathy @ 620-7563.  
 
 

  

LOVED ONES REMEMBERED 
November 1, 2015 
 
We would like to have you call in the names of your 
loved ones and friends who have died in the past 
year [since November 1, 2014].  We will remember 
all of them on All Saints’ Sunday, November 1, 
during communion. Call 429-4195 or e-mail 
fpdec@comcast.net 

Dear Friends of Stand Up For Grace and 
the Children at By Grace, 
 

Thanks to the support from many of you, the 

majority of kids and young adults at By Grace are 

doing quite well.  Although public school teachers 

were on strike for five weeks, the teachers at By 

Grace continued teaching so that the children 

would not fall behind in the government’s 

mandated syllabus.  

  

However, a few sad things have occurred.  

Maurine, a day scholar for years at By Grace and 

for a short while a volunteer teacher at By Grace, 

passed away from AIDS on August 7.  Many of the 

children were deeply saddened by this.  Also, a 

mother, of two children who have lived at By 

Grace for many years, passed away this week.  

The children were brought to By Grace because 

their mother could not care for them due to being 

sick with AIDS. Unfortunately, losing people with 

AIDS is still very much a reality for people living in 

Kenya.   

  

Another thing that has Salome (director, founder, 

and mum to all the kids) very worried are the 

torrential rains that have been hitting many 

countries, including Kenya. These rains have left 

many people homeless in nearby countries and 

destroyed a great deal of food crops.  

Meteorologists predict that these rains will 

adversely affect Kenya from now until December.  

When the rains come, they may destroy the food 

grown in the country and brought to Nairobi.  This 

means there may be a food shortage that leads to 

higher costs in Nairobi.  You may recall that 

children with HIV+ have to have plenty of fruits 

and vegetables to keep their immune system 

healthy. 

  

The roof at By Grace has three rooms made out of 

steel sheets and the rest of the area is open.  The 

stairwell is also open, so when it rains, the stairs 

and hallways become filled with water.  Salome 

wants to install better roofs on those rooms and 

also cover the stairways.  

  

Stand Up For Grace is now the only non-profit 

organization in the U.S. that sends money to By 

Grace.  Currently we send money weekly for food 

and water and monthly for rent and electricity. 

When there is extra money, we pay for some 

medical bills and school materials.  Right now we 

are very low on funds.  We are unable to send 

money to fix the roof or buy food for storage due 

to the rains.  We may not have enough funds to 

pay the rent next month.  Please consider making 

a donation to Stand Up For Grace so we can buy 

the materials to protect the building from damage 

from the rains and to ensure that the children have 

adequate food. If you cannot afford to make a 

donation now, please share this story with 

someone who may be able to help.  As always, 

keep these dear children in your thoughts and 

prayers.  

  

Thank you for your continued support. 

  

Pixie Fennessey, President, Stand Up For Grace 
 
 

SANCTUARY CONCERT 

Sunday, October 18, 4:30 p.m. 

Central Christian Church – 650 William St. 

 
Yves Henry, pianist and composer, is recognized as a 
specialist in the interpretation of Chopin and Liszt and is 
primarily devoted to composers of the Romantic era. In 
2014 the French Prime Minister inaugurated the Yves 
Henry Conservatory near Paris.  


