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September 28, 2014
8:00 a.m. Worship Service – Chapel
16th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
9:00 a.m. Christian Education Hour
9:15 a.m. NewSong Worship Service – Chapel
10:15 a.m. Chapel Class
10:30 a.m. Worship Service – Sanctuary; Children’s Class – LL
First Presbyterian Vision and Mission Statements
VISION: As faithful followers of Jesus Christ, we seek to be an open, caring, compassionate congregation,
and to bring about positive changes in our community and world.
MISSION: We celebrate, explore, and demonstrate our Christian faith in loving service.
STRATEGIC PRIORITIES: 1) Continue to be an active community-oriented congregation; 2) Develop a passion for
discipleship and advocacy; 3) Celebrate unity of purpose with diversity in action.

We would like
you to welcome John Kay
as our interim pastor beginning October 1st. He
resides in Wilmette, IL with his wife Betty. His last
pastorate was at First Presbyterian Church in
Jacksonville, IL where he served for over 18 years.
He was Associate Pastor in the late 1980’s at
Westminster Presbyterian Church in Springfield.
He has a D. Min from McCormick Theological
Seminary and a M. Div from Gordon-Conwell
Theological Seminary. John also served as a
consultant in the early 90’s with Church Financial
Campaign Service and was a consultant to our
church during the 1992 capital campaign.
Betty is a retired elementary teacher who has a
passion for history and historical re-enactment. She
has written more than a dozen books on history for
children. In addition, she is a Celtic harpist. Betty
will continue to reside in Wilmette in order to be
with grandchildren. John will serve full time at the
church and travel to and from Wilmette most weeks
on his days off. He will always be available by
telephone.
We are delighted with John’s energy, enthusiasm,
and genuine interest in the people of our church;
John is excited about helping us celebrate who we
are as God’s people, guiding us toward spirit-filled
growth, and sharing our ministry to the community.
From his personal information form, John says,
“For me, pastoral ministry is not simply a
profession, but a way of life which depends upon
servanthood and vision…Therefore, I am motivated
by the desire to serve a congregation with such
energy, intelligence, imagination and love that its
identity may be affirmed, its ministry may be
enhanced and its vision for the future may be
inspired.”

“My ministry is informed by the conviction that the
Gospel calls us to accept others in love, to support
and affirm, and to forgive as freely as God has
forgiven us. We are challenged to be peacemakers
and justice seekers—to recognize sinfulness without
being resigned to it. We are called to expect the
best from one another, even as we stand ready to
embrace failure when it comes--when we may learn
the most poignant lessons of life. Now more than
ever, the church of Jesus Christ is the place for such
a vulnerable style of life. Through Word and
Sacrament, the Holy Spirit still offers the gifts of
reconciliation and renewal. As those gifts are
diligently sought, individuals can have a profound
effect upon the church and the church can make the
most profound impact upon this world which God
so loves.”

Saturday, September 27
POTLUCK FOR PEACE
3 churches, 1 picnic
Wanting to be an active,
community-oriented
congregation, the recent idea of
gathering with other churches
was supported by our
Peacemaking committee.
Argenta Presbyterian, First
Presbyterian Church and St.
Peter’s AME will co-host a POTLUCK for PEACE on
Saturday, September 27, from noon-3 pm. We will
gather at the George Coates Park Building at the end of
South Church Street just west of St. Peter’s Church.
Dinnerware and drinks will be provided. Bring a large
favorite dish to pass. Join us for a shared meal followed
by some courageous conversation about race relations
and Decatur. This could be the start of a meaningful
relationship with our church community.

SEPTEMBER 28 MISSION SUNDAY
OPEN TO EVERYONE
We will work at Decatur Family Sanctuary at 539
N. Water St. Meet at the church at 11:30 a.m. or
at DFS at Noon.

OUR CHURCH FAMILY

E-mail articles to:
amcelder@comcast.net

PRAYER CONCERNS:
Cindy Wene’s mother, Judy Grieve, is receiving
chemotherapy.
John Meyer is home in hospice care.
Jeannie Rade had knee surgery on September 23,
2014.
Donna Washburn is home recuperating from back
surgery.
Jim Kelly’s nephew Michael Hazelrigg died
September 19, 2014. He is the son of Norma and
David Hazelrigg.

11

PRACTICAL WAYS TO ENGAGE YOUNG ADULTS

11 – Be Interactive –
Design your worship education, and service to be
interactive and multisensory. Invite members to
tweet questions after a sermon. Offer
conversations, no lectures. Incorporate art, dance,
alternative music, and video. Arrange regular,
locally sourced meals. Do not simply create a
contemporary worship service.
Presbyterian Today SPECIAL ISSUE
Young Adults-their vision for the church

NEW E-MAIL ADDRESS
Jim Montgomery – jmem1219@gmail.com

VERY GOOD

NEW PEACEMAKING CANDLES
No more dripping candle wax to
clean and no more look of burned
down candles. The “always new”
Peacemaking candles in the chapel
and in the sanctuary contain
dripless liquid wax. What will they
think of next?

STRING BAND on the move
Tuesday, Oct. 7- Victorian Woods (3910 W.
Main St.) at 2PM.

FLU SHOT CLINIC - WEDNESDAY
WHEN – OCTOBER 1, 2014, FROM 9-11 A.M.
WHERE – First Presbyterian GATHERING ROOM
COST – MEDICARE OR $30
PROVIDER – MACON CO. HEALTH DEPART.
SPONSOR – HEALTH MINISTRY
NO APPOINTMENT NEEDED
COMFORTABLE, FRIENDLY
ATMOSPHERE
COFFEE AND COOKIES
PROVIDED
DON’T FORGET; SEE YOU
THERE.
QUESTIONS – ASK PARISH NURSE – PHYLLIS

COME TOGETHER IN
CONVERSATION
HOLY COW GROUPS
SIXTY people signed up for the Dessert &
Conversation groups who are meeting the last
weeks of September and early October! We
are excited that so many people signed up for
this time to discuss the Holy Cow survey and
share our dreams for the future of First
Presbyterian Church. I’m sure our Interim
Pastor will be pleased to get the group
discussion summaries and know that we have
been working diligently preparing for his time
with
us.
Session
and
Administration
appreciates everyone’s suggestions and
opinions during this transition.
THANKS SO MUCH! Cathy

September 28 SUNDAY GREETERS

Before Service
#1 Dale and Liz Jones
#4 Bev Ritter & Ruthie Holler
#2 Susan Moore
#5 Bob Bullock
#3 Helen and René Corcoran
Computer/Sound Techs Coffee & Fellowship
Theresa Boes
Pixie Fennessey
Webwatcher and Media Tech
Theresa Boes

CHURCH SCHOOL HOUR
September 28, 2014
9:00 Everyday Issues: Dining Room – René
Corcoran offers discussion on “The Von Trapp
Family - The Movie vs. the Book.”
9:00 NOOMA Class: Lower level
The Sunday NOOMA class is a series of short Rob
Bell videos (11 min) that explore our world from a
perspective of Jesus. NOOMA (pneuma- Greek for
spirit or breath) is an invitation to search, question
and join in discussion on a different topic each week.
Join Cathy Force and Sue Weinstein this week as
we watch ‘Noise’ in the lower level classroom.
9:00 Present Word Bible Study: Main floor
Pastor’s study – Ray Landon leads the weekly Bible
study. Unit 1, THE DAYS ARE SURELY COMING,
will focus on “Improbable Possibilities” this week.
9:00 Youth Class: LL Youth Room- Junior- and
Senior-high class is led by Chris Lawton.
10:15 a.m. Chapel Conversation Class - This is a
discussion group about the day’s scriptures and
sermon in the chapel. Cindy Wene is discussion
leader.
10:30 a.m. Children’s Class: LL

LAST SATURDAY OF THE MONTH
FEED THE HUNGRY – September 27
First United Methodist, 201 W. North St., needs
donations of desserts to feed the hungry for
lunch at noon this Saturday. You can deliver
pies (no cream, please), cakes or cookies from
9:30-11:30 to 201 W. North St. They would also
like to have serving assistance for Dinner
Downtown if you are free from 11:30 to 1:00pm.

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN FALL GATHERING
Saturday, September 27
Centralia First Pres – 102 S. Hickory St.
1-618-532-9124

Taizé Wednesday Worship
WORSHIP SERVICES
September 28, 2014
16th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Rev. Miley Palmer, preaching
Dianne DeVore, 8:00 a.m. lay leader
Cindy Wene, 10:30 a.m. lay leader
Sermon
"THE VALLEY OF DRY BONES”
Scripture
Ezekiel 37:1-14
A Prophet’s Promise
Flowers
The flowers this Sunday are given
in loving memory of Dortha & Jack
Denham, and Alleen & Frank Sublett.
September Ushers
Jon Scharfenberg and Bob Dunn,
Co-captains
Pierce Bruckner
Joli Cirks-sub
Diane and Bob Dunn
Bruce Mason
Carol and Jon Scharfenberg
Peter and Patti Smith-Phillips
Worship Aids
Children’s bulletins, large-print Bibles, and
hearing amplifiers are available for use
during worship. Ask any usher.

AVAILABLE
FLOWER DATES:
October 19 & 26
Purchase Sunday
flowers in memory
of your loved ones429-4195 or
fpdec@comcast.net.

OCTOBER 1, 6:15 p.m.
Chapel

Peacemaking Sunday is October 5
Jesus said “Blessed are the peacemakers,
for they will be called the children of God.”
(Matthew 5:9) When we read and hear about
violence at home and violence around the world, it
seems that we need all the peacemakers that we
can find.
Jesus’ blessing is the theme for this year’s
Peacemaking Offering which will be taken on World Communion Sunday,
October 5, 2014. This special offering of the Presbyterian Church provides
us with a specific way to contribute to the hard work of peacemaking.
Presbyteries and synods divide 25% of the offering to support their
ministries. The General Assembly Mission Council receives 50% of the
offering. Your Peacemaking Committee receives 25% of the offering to
promote peace in our congregation, our community, and our world. It is the
entirety of the Committee’s funding for the year. Your Peacemaking
Committee is involved in a wide variety of activities intending to increase
peace and justice.
Your Peacemaking Committee tries to encourage peace in many
little ways. We sell Fair Trade coffee and olive oil that guarantees a fair
income to small farmers and cooperatives, we supply the Peace Candle that
burns each Sunday in the chapel and sanctuary, we contribute the peace
quote that appears each week in the bulletin, and we give each new tenant
of the Elmwood Apartments a welcome basket filled with cleaning supplies,
storage containers, clothes hangers, and other necessities for apartment
living. We believe these little steps towards peace can make a difference in
the lives of people here and abroad.
Your contribution to the Peacemaking Offering will enable your
Peacemaking Committee to continue these little acts of peace as well as
support other programs, organizations, and activities aimed at the
persistence of peace and justice in our neighborhood, our nation, our world,
and our environment.
You can give to the Peacemaking Offering by using the designated
Peacemaking Offering envelopes in the pews on September 28 or October
5. Please give generously. Thank you.
Jim Rauff, Peacemaking Committee Chair

Men’s Bible Study
The 7 a.m. every
Thursday morning
Bible study welcome
all men to join them as they
continue to study the New
Testament.
Paul, René, Dick,
Ray & George

1ST PRES STRING BAND
PRACTICE
Every Wednesday at 5:00PM
– All levels welcome. Call Doug at
521-1314.

WOMEN’S
NIGHT OUT
Thurs., September 25, 2014

Doherty’s Pub & Pins
5:30 p.m.
R.S.V.P. 429-4195

Session Meeting Highlights
The Session met for its stated meeting on September 15, 2014. The
meeting included the reports of the clerk, treasurer, Session committees,
and lay ministry team leader. During the meeting, the Session voted to
approve the following recommendations:
 that John Kay be hired as the Interim Pastor for a twelve-month period
beginning October 1, 2014, through September 30, 2015.
 that a congregational meeting be called for Sunday, September 28 at
11:30 a.m., following the Sanctuary service, for the purpose of
electing 5 elders and 7 deacons to the class of 2017, as well as one
deacon for a one-year unexpired term to the Class of 2015.
 that Ruling Elder Beth Bachtold be appointed to act as a liaison with
Kate Pyle and with the presbytery’s Committee on Preparation for
Ministry as Kate is enrolled as an Inquirer with the presbytery.
 that the draft of the Finance Committee responsibilities be accepted for
inclusion in the Manual for Session Committees.
 that an ad hoc committee of 3 to 5 church officers be created to
interpret and summarize for Session the Dessert & Conversation
small group discussions. Carol Wood will chair this committee.
 that Minutes for Peacemaking be presented at all three services on
September 28 and October 5, 2014.

TUESDAYS WITH MILEY
Tuesdays with Miley is a 7:00 evening discussion group
that runs until mid-November. Bring your Bibles, or we
have extras here.
Miley is offering a study of the Biblical book of First
Corinthians, which gives us a fascinating look at a
congregation in change and struggling with many practical
questions of identity and ethics. Among the issues St. Paul
addresses in the letter are how to deal with congregational
struggles over worship styles, and what the basic beliefs
are that a church should have. Come for some lively
discussion.

NEW IN OCTOBER
ON SUNDAY, OCTOBER 5,
THE HEALTH MINISTRY
TEAM IS BEGINNING A
DISCUSSION GROUP ON
JOAN CHITTISTER’S BOOK,
THE GIFT OF YEARS. WE
WILL MEET AT 9AM ON ALL 4
SUNDAYS IN OCTOBER.
Books are in the church office for $9.20 each.
There are 40 topics (chapters). We will start with
the first 10 on October 5th.
I hope you will join us as we investigate the
mysteries, challenges, and joys of aging.

COMPASSIONATE
DECATUR FORUM
You are invited to a public forum to generate plans
for a more compassionate Decatur on Tuesday,
September 30, from 5:30-7:00 p.m. at the Madden
Arts Center, 125 N. Water Street, Decatur, on the 3rd
floor. Please join a Decatur community panel as they
discuss compassionate acts that take place, what we
need to improve upon, and how we can move
forward as a compassionate city. Miley Palmer is one
of the panelists – www.compassionatedecatur.org

90th Anniversary
Church Celebration
Prairie Avenue Christian Church (2201 E. Prairie
Avenue) will celebrate their 90th year on Friday,
September 26, with a potluck supper at 6:30 p.m. in
their Fellowship Hall. There will be pictures presented,
telling the story of Prairie Avenue.

KEMMERER VILLAGE
1914-2014
100th Anniversary Celebration
Sunday, October 5, 2014
11:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Phyllis, Parish Nurse
GUIDED TOURS • ENTERTAINMENT
• LUNCH • CAMPUS CENTER

A Night of awareness

Dove’s preview event to

WALKWAY ARTWORK • FRANCHOIS
HORSE ARENA ACTIVITIES

National Domestic Violence Awareness Month
October 2014
Thursday, September 25, 6:00 p.m.
Decatur Public Library
Courtney Queeney, guest speaker
Courtney Queeney is a writer in Chicago and is the
author of “Filibuster to Delay a Kiss and Other
Poems.” Courtney will be sharing from her personal
experiences as published in the New York Times, “The
View from the Victim Room.”

2nd Matter of Balance
Class at First Pres
October 27-November 19
Mon. & Wed, 1-3 p.m.
To register, call Nicole Kirlin at 428-0013
This is a program for older adults, 60+,
who have concerns about falling or have
restricted activities because of falling.

walk and conversation
Fairview Park near the dog park, Every
Wed. through Oct. 1 from 4:00-5:00 p.m.
If you are reading the optional book, Walking With
Henri Nouwen by Walter Waldron and would like to
follow each week’s reflection notes, call Kathy
Beube at 620-7563 or Connie May at 433-2781.

FLASHBACK TO THE 1950’s -1960’s
Remember the ‘turbulent pastorate’
of First Presbyterian Church’s 15th
pastor, Jay Logan, during the
1950’s-1960’s?
Thanks to two
saints of this church, Emily Cline
and Hoyt Coverstone, we have a
collection of
many sermons,
newspaper clippings, minutes and
letters
from
Session.
These
treasures from the time period of the
Civil Rights movement and Roman Catholic presidency
of John F. Kennedy are destined for the church archives
but can be viewed first by contacting Cathy Force
(cathyforce@comcast.net) or the church office (4294195).

