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8:00 a.m. Worship Service – Chapel
15th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
9:00 a.m. Christian Education Hour
9:15 a.m. NewSong Worship Service – Chapel
10:15 a.m. Chapel Class
10:30 a.m. Worship Service – Sanctuary; Children’s Class – LL
First Presbyterian Vision and Mission Statements
VISION: As faithful followers of Jesus Christ, we seek to be an open, caring, compassionate congregation,
and to bring about positive changes in our community and world.
MISSION: We celebrate, explore, and demonstrate our Christian faith in loving service.
STRATEGIC PRIORITIES: 1) Continue to be an active community-oriented congregation; 2) Develop a passion for
discipleship and advocacy; 3) Celebrate unity of purpose with diversity in action.

TUESDAYS WITH MILEY

Annual Stewardship Campaign

Tuesdays with Miley is a 7:00 evening discussion group
that begins this coming Tuesday, September 23, and will
run until mid-November. Bring your Bibles, or we have
extras here.
Miley is offering a study of the Biblical book of First
Corinthians, which gives us a fascinating look at a
congregation in change and struggling with many practical
questions of identity and ethics. Among the issues St. Paul
addresses in the letter are what to do about a member
engaged in embarrassing sexual behavior, how to deal with
congregational struggles over worship styles, and what the
basic beliefs are that a church should have. Come for
some lively discussion.

SAVE THE DATE – Sept. 27
POTLUCK FOR PEACE

3 churches, 1 picnic
Wanting to be an active,
community-oriented
congregation, the recent idea of
gathering with other churches
was supported by our Peacemaking committee.
Argenta Presbyterian, First Presbyterian Church
and St. Peter’s AME will co-host a POTLUCK for
PEACE on Saturday, September 27, from noon-3
pm. We will gather at the George Coates Park
Building at the end of South Church Street just west
of St. Peter’s Church. Dinnerware and drinks will
be provided. Bring a large favorite dish to pass.
Join us for a shared meal followed by some
courageous conversation about race relations and
Decatur. This could be the start of a meaningful
relationship with our church community.

BELLS TO CHIME
September 17, 4:00 p.m.
The Daughters of the American Revolution will celebrate
Constitution Week from September 17-23. They will meet
at Central Park at 3:00 p.m. to read the Constitution and
ring bells. All are invited to come and bring a hand bell to
celebrate our right to worship as each individual wishes.
All churches are invited to ring their bells at 4:00 p.m.

Commitment Sunday
November 9, 2014

LUNCH BUNCH

DECATUR CIVIC CENTER HISTORY, ETC.
Let’s begin the season at 10:30
a.m. this Thursday, September
18, with a program by the new
general manager of the
Decatur Civic Center, Chris
Brodnicki. Besides a status
report on the civic center, Chris
will also talk about his
archeological experiences abroad while in the Navy
and in his own back yard. Our wonderful caterer,
Roni Beasley will provide spaghetti, tossed salad,
garlic bread and a cookie for the $6.00 lunch.
Persons of all ages are always welcome to
join in the fun, starting with conversation at 10:30
a.m. Paul Rosenberger

OUR CHURCH FAMILY

E-mail articles to:
amcelder@comcast.net

PRAYER CONCERNS:
Cindy Wene’s mother, Judy Grieve, is receiving
chemotherapy.
John Meyer is home in hospice care.
Jeannie Rade is scheduled for knee surgery on
September 23, 2014.
Donna Washburn had back surgery September 16
at Barnes Hospital in St. Louis.
CONGRATULATIONS
Trish Spinner has a 2nd
grandson. Congrats to all!
Name: Jacob William Spinner
Born: September 11, 2014
at 10:06 PM
Place: Decatur, IL
Stats: 7 lbs. 13 oz.
20.25 inches long
Parents: John and Amanda (Donnelly) Spinner
Big Brother: David Spinner [16 months old]

NEW ADDRESSES
Jane Spires
2550 S. Franzy Dr.
Decatur, IL 62521
Home Ph. 217-428-7300
Cell 502-380-6247

Bill Towns
Evergreen Place
2202 S. Mt. Zion Rd
Decatur, IL 62521
Cell 217-620-5978

Kyle Nicholson
37 Sunset Ct.
St. Louis, Mo 63121

SUMMER MUSIC STRING BAND
Thursday, Sept. 18 - Primrose Retirement (1145
Arbor) at 2:00PM

SAVE THE DATE - FLU SHOT CLINIC
WHEN – OCTOBER 1, 2014 FROM 9-11AM
WHERE – First Presbyterian GATHERING ROOM
COST – MEDICARE OR $30
PROVIDER – MACON CO. HEALTH DEPART.
SPONSOR – HEALTH MINISTRY
NO APPOINTMENT NEEDED
COMFORTABLE, FRIENDLY ATMOSPHERE
COFFEE AND COOKIES PROVIDED
DON’T FORGET; SEE YOU THERE.
QUESTIONS – ASK PARISH NURSE – PHYLLIS

COMING TOGETHER
IN CONVERSATION
Almost 40 people have
already signed up for the upcoming Dessert
& Conversation groups being held in the
next few weeks! If YOU haven’t already signed
up to discuss the Holy Cow survey and your
dreams for the future of First Presbyterian
Church, please write your name in one of the
remaining openings on the sign-up sheets this
Sunday in the Gathering Room. There is one
additional group being formed to accommodate
the congregation’s interest. You did NOT have
to fill out the survey, nor attend previous
meetings to be a part of these conversations!
The Session appreciates everyone’s
involvement and opinions.
Cathy Force (Lay Ministry Team Leader)

SEPTEMBER 28 MISSION SUNDAY
OPEN TO EVERYONE
We will work at Decatur Family Sanctuary
at 539 N. Water St. Meet at the church at
11:30 a.m. or at DFS at Noon.

11

PRACTICAL WAYS TO ENGAGE YOUNG ADULTS

10 – Seek out diversity –
Young adults are seeking worshiping communities
that reflect (in both membership and leadership)
the diversity evident in the rest of their lives. They
also want to learn from other faith traditions while
seeking to better understand the Christian
tradition.
Presbyterian Today SPECIAL ISSUE
Young Adults-their vision for the church

VERY GOOD
September 21 SUNDAY GREETERS

Before Service
#1 Kathy Beube
#4 Jackie Sharp Evans
#2 Dave and Pat Watts
#5 Pat Smallwood
#3 Volunteer
Computer/Sound Techs Coffee & Fellowship
Fred Spannaus
Volunteer
Walt Lohmann
Webwatcher and Media Tech
Theresa Boes

CHURCH SCHOOL HOUR
September 21, 2014
9:00 Everyday Issues: Dining Room – Rene
Corcoran offers discussion on "Is There an Answer
to the Race Question?"
9:00 NOOMA Class: Lower level
The Sunday NOOMA class being offered this fall is a
series of short Rob Bell videos (11 min) that explore
our world from a perspective of Jesus. NOOMA
(pneuma- Greek for spirit or breath) is an invitation to
search, question and join in discussion on a different
topic each week. Join Cathy Force and Sue
Weinstein this week as we watch ‘Sunday’ &
‘Breathe’ in the lower level classroom.
9:00 Present Word Bible Study: Main floor
Pastor’s study – Ray Landon leads the weekly Bible
study. Unit 1, THE DAYS ARE SURELY COMING,
will focus on “A New Future” this week.
9:00 Youth Class: LL Youth Room- Junior- and
Senior-high class is led by Chris Lawton.
10:15 a.m. Chapel Conversation Class - This is a
discussion group about the day’s scriptures and
sermon in the chapel. Cindy Wene is discussion
leader.
10:30 a.m. Children’s Class: LL

Presbyterian Women
Fall Gathering
Saturday, September 27
Centralia First Presbyterian
102 S. Hickory Street, 9:30-2:30 p.m.
1-618-532-9124 or 1stpresbychurch@att.net

Peacemaking Sunday is October 5
Jesus said “Blessed are the peacemakers,
for they will be called the children of God.”
(Matthew 5:9). When we read and hear about
violence at home and violence around the world, it
seems that we need all the peacemakers that we
can find.

WORSHIP SERVICES
September 21, 2014
15th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Rev. Miley Palmer, preaching
Linda May, 8:00 a.m. lay leader
Richard Sublett, 10:30 a.m. lay leader
Sermon
"AMOS SPEAKS!”
Scripture
Amos 1:1-8, 2:6-7a
A Prophet’s Warning
Flowers
The flowers this Sunday are given by
Andy and Joli Cirks in loving memory of
their grandparents.
September Ushers
Jon Scharfenberg and Bob Dunn,
Co-captains
Pierce Bruckner
Joli Cirks-sub
Diane and Bob Dunn
Bruce Mason
Carol and Jon Scharfenberg
Peter and Patti Smith-Phillips
Worship Aids
Children’s bulletins, large-print Bibles, and
hearing amplifiers are available for use
during worship. Ask any usher.

AVAILABLE
FLOWER DATES:
October 19 & 26
Purchase Sunday
flowers in memory
of your loved ones429-4195 or
fpdec@comcast.net.
Men’s Bible Study
The 7 a.m. every
Thursday morning
Bible study welcome
all men to join them as they
continue to study the New
Testament.
Paul, René, Dick,
Ray & George

1ST PRES STRING BAND
PRACTICE
Every Wednesday at 5:00PM
– All levels welcome. Call Doug at
521-1314.

WOMEN’S
NIGHT OUT
Thurs., September 25, 2014

Doherty’s Pub & Pins
5:30 p.m.
R.S.V.P. 429-4195

Jesus’ blessing is the theme for this year’s
Peacemaking Offering which will be taken on World Communion Sunday,
October 5, 2014. This special offering of the Presbyterian Church provides
us with a specific way to contribute to the hard work of peacemaking.
Presbyteries and synods divide 25% of the offering to support their
ministries. The General Assembly Mission Council receives 50% of the
offering. Your Peacemaking Committee receives 25% of the offering to
promote peace in our congregation, our community, and our world. It is the
entirety of the Committee’s funding for the year. Your Peacemaking
Committee is involved in a wide variety of activities intending to increase
peace and justice.
One of the charges to the Peacemaking Committee is to foster
thought and discussion about peace in our community, our nation, and our
world. We have attempted to do this, in part, through the publication of the
Peace Notes newsletter and the Just Flicks film series. In Peace Notes we
bring articles addressing a wide range of issues involving peace, war, social
justice, and environmental concerns. We also offer resources that you can
use to gain a better understanding of these issues. The Just Flicks series
(a joint project with Central Christian Church) uses feature films to stimulate
conversation and contemplation. We recruit knowledgeable members of
our community to lead the discussion after the film. This year Just Flicks
presented the Central Illinois premiere of the film Inequality for All (the story
of economic inequality in the U.S.) and this past Sunday we showed and
discussed the 1930 classic All Quiet on the Western Front (a gripping film
about the First World War).
Your contribution to the Peacemaking Offering will enable your
Peacemaking Committee to continue Peace Notes and Just Flicks as well
as support other programs, organizations, and activities aimed at the
persistence of peace and justice in our neighborhood, our nation, our world,
and our environment. Please give generously.
Jim Rauff, Peacemaking Committee Chair

Dear Friends of Stand Up For Grace and the
children of By Grace Orphanage,
I returned a few weeks ago from By Grace. I was there for eleven weeks and
had a lovely time with the children. I never left Kayole, where the orphanage is
located, due to the many insecurities and violence in Nairobi and Kenya's
coast. The children and I felt safe all summer. I plan to send a newsletter soon
to fill you in on how the kids are doing and to tell of their many recent
accomplishments. They are well nourished and growing. When we weighed
and measured them, according to UNICEF’s guidelines, none of them were
malnourished. Several of the children are now being treated for TB and will be
on medication for at least six months. There is a very cute six-month-old baby
at By Grace who had been left there three days after she was born. She is
getting constant attention.
I am sending this email to thank all of you for your past and continuing
support. Currently we are the only agency that is sending financial help to By
Grace. Due to its many medical bills and the increase in food prices, it is
becoming more difficult to pay the rent and utility bills. Even though Stand Up
For Grace’s priority is to buy food and water, we would like to raise some extra
money to help with these immediate needs, rent and electricity. If you are able
to help with rent or utilities, it would be very much appreciated. Our web pages
have information on how to donate. Our sponsorship program, also featured on
our web page, is growing.
Thanks again,
Pixie Fennessey,
President Stand Up For Grace

NEW IN OCTOBER
ON OCTOBER 5TH THE
HEALTH MINISTRY TEAM IS
BEGINNING A DISCUSSION
GROUP ON JOAN
CHITTISTER’S BOOK, THE
GIFT OF YEARS. WE WILL
MEET AT 9AM ON ALL 4
SUNDAYS IN OCTOBER.
Books are in the church office
for $9.20 each. There are 40 topics (chapters).
We will start with the first 10 on October 5th.

KEMMERER VILLAGE
1914-2014
100th Anniversary Celebration
Sunday, October 5, 2014
11:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

GUIDED TOURS • ENTERTAINMENT
• LUNCH • CAMPUS CENTER
WALKWAY ARTWORK • FRANCHOIS
HORSE ARENA ACTIVITIES

I hope you will join us as we investigate the
mysteries, challenges, and joys of aging.
Phyllis, Parish Nurse

To All Virginias

Dearest Virginia, September 2014
In the summer of 1949, just two years before a vaccine
was made available, there was a horrendous epidemic
of Infantile Paralysis. At nine years old, this disease
changed my life forever. I spent two long weeks in
isolation in a pediatric unit at General Hospital in
Kansas City, Missouri. There were many children
facing the same frightening situation. The only contact
I had with my parents was through a an outdoor glass
window, where they tried to reassure me. It was a very
lonely time, but you see, Virginia, I really wasn’t
alone. From General Hospital, I was then admitted to
St. Joseph Hospital where I was finally allowed to see
my mommy and daddy. For the next six long months, I
endured seven-hour daily hot pack treatments that left
my legs so red and I was so very scared.
One day I received a special visitor. My minister had
come to see me. I asked, “Why did this happen to me?
Did I do something wrong? Did my mommy or daddy
do something wrong?” Reverend Barnett shared a
passage from the Bible that would change my life
forever; John 9:1-3 At only nine years old, I had no
idea what glorification meant, but you know, Virginia,
I was not alone. I prayed, “Jesus please come with
me.” From that moment, I knew He wanted me to call
on Him and with His help, I was back on my feet. I
was fitted with leg braces and through the painful
rehabilitation, I was able to finally return home. In
time, I returned to school, graduated high school, went
on to college, and marry and become mother to two
wonderful children.
Throughout my life’s journey, I have always known in
my heart that I am not alone. Yes, Virginia, there is a
God and I can call myself a Christian and when I need
to feel His presence and guidance, Jesus is the one I
can count on.
In Christ,
Constance French

walk and
conversation
Fairview Park near the
dog park, Every Wed.
through October 1 from
4:00-5:00 p.m.
This one-hour weekly gathering is
designed to bring us together for a relaxed and
meaningful connection in our faith journey and to
one another. If you are reading the optional book,
Walking With Henri Nouwen by Walter Waldron and
would like to follow each week’s reflection notes,
call Kathy Beube at 620-7563 or Connie May at
433-2781.

CALLED CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
The Session has called a congregational
meeting on Sunday, September 28, 2014, at
11:30 a.m., following the Sanctuary service, for
the purpose of electing 5 elders and 7 deacons
to the class of 2017, as well one unexpired term.

2nd Matter of Balance
Class at First Pres
October 27-November 19
Mon. & Wed, 1-3 p.m.
To register, call Nicole Kirlin at 428-0013
This is a program for older adults, 60+,
who have concerns about falling or have
restricted activities because of falling.

COMPASSIONATE
DECATUR
You are invited to a public forum to generate plans
for a more compassionate Decatur on Tuesday,
September 30, from 5:30-7:00 p.m. at the Madden
Arts Center, 125 N. Water Street, Decatur, on the 3rd
floor. Please join the following panel as they discuss
compassionate acts that take place, what we need to
improve upon, and how we can move forward as a
compassionate city.
Please visit: compassionatedecatur.org

