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August 24, 2014
8:00 a.m. Worship Service – Chapel
11th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
9:00 a.m. Christian Education Hour
9:15 a.m. NewSong Worship Service – Chapel
10:30 a.m. Worship Service – Sanctuary
First Presbyterian Vision and Mission Statements
VISION: As faithful followers of Jesus Christ, we seek to be an open, caring, compassionate congregation,
and to bring about positive changes in our community and world.
MISSION: We celebrate, explore, and demonstrate our Christian faith in loving service.
STRATEGIC PRIORITIES: 1) Continue to be an active community-oriented congregation; 2) Develop a passion for
discipleship and advocacy; 3) Celebrate unity of purpose with diversity in action.

SUMMER SHOWCASE
MONTREAT
ONE CHURCH/ONE SCHOOL

a new fellowship:
Pathfinders
Wellness of mind, body, and soul

This Sunday, a presentation on the Montreat Youth
Conference trip will be highlighted in worship and
displays will be showcased in the Gathering Room.
Our One Church/One School program is underway
as the Decatur Public Schools are back in session.
Consider volunteering regularly at E. J. Muffley
Elementary School, our sponsor school. You can
choose any grades from Kindergarten through sixth.
Time and areas to work are flexible to meet your
talents. Teachers and students would like ANY time
you could give.
Contact Cathy at cathyforce@comcast.net, or call
429-4195 for information, or talk to Judy Batson or
Craig Mandernach. Look for the table in the
Gathering Room on Sunday, August 24.

Join us
as we begin our walk in Fairview Park
Wednesdays from 4:00-5:00 p.m.
August 27-October 1
Meet at the dog park back lot.
The walk and talk
book conversation
Begins with:

Presbyterians Today
Subscribe and renew for inspirational issues of
Presbyterian Today.
Paying through the church offers you a discount as
we are charged a group price of $17.95 for each
member. There is a table dedicated for sign-ups
for new and continued subscribers for this Sunday
in the Gathering Room. There are past issues to
thumb through to check out the contemporary
social issues that so many people struggle with
today, and many meaningful stories about Christian
education and mission. Give some thought to
enriching your Christian reading today! Checks
should be made payable to First Presbyterian
Church. We will send in our group subscription next
week.

Join the group for exercise!
Our walk will be cancelled only if weather does not permit.
You may purchase the book new or used on Amazon.com
for $2-12.00.
For further information call Kathy Beube @ 620-7563 or
Connie May @ 433-2781.

E-mail articles to:
amcelder@comcast.net

OUR CHURCH FAMILY

PRAYER CONCERNS:
Cindy Wene’s mother, Judy Grieve, is receiving
chemotherapy.
John Meyer is home in hospice care.
Gayle Bruckner’s daughter Debbie Patterson is
at Decatur Memorial Hospital, room 4172.
Marguerite Curtis’ niece Melissa is finishing her
first trimester of pregnancy – Prayers for a healthy
baby, full term.

THANK YOU
"Thank you for your many acts of kindness during my
recovery from heart surgery. The cards, the food
and the beautiful flowers from worship services were
all here the night we returned home. Thank you to
Liz and Dale Jones for arranging all of that. The
beautiful prayer shawl was here, too, and will be
enjoyed for a long time." Lee Bennett
Dear Parish Visitors,
What a lovely birthday card! It was so nice to be
remembered by my church. The nicest part was
reading all your individual signatures. I never knew
you all were a part of this great group that does such
an important service in our church. My thanks to you
all!
Sincerely, Betty Q. Smith
CONGRATULATIONS
Doug & Margi (Reyman) Nicholson are proud
grandparents of Bennett Joseph Swope, born
Monday, August 11, 2014 to Kate (Reyman) &
Michael Swope – 7 lbs. 8oz., 21 1/2 inches.

Norm and Lori Jensen’s House Blessing

VERY GOOD
August 24 SUNDAY GREETERS

Before Service
#1 Cheryl Thompson
#4 Dianne DeVore
#2 Volunteer
#5 Bob Bullock
#3 Volunteer
Computer Tech
Coffee & Fellowship
Andrew Taylor
Mary Turner
Webwatcher and Media Tech
Theresa Boes

FAIR TRADE COFFEE PRICES
Bright Day Brew - $6 bag
Cozy Cup Decaf - $7 bag
Hazelnut Decaf - $8 bag
Olive Oil - $11/bottle
Herb Packet - $5
Oil/Herb Combo - Sale $15
Geobars - Sale 50 cents each
Coffees in basket not listed above – Sale $3/bag
or $5/for two bags
NEW ADDRESSES
Deborah Eckart
3630 Bluecrest Dr.
Lake Havasu City, AZ
86406-7227

Dr. & Mrs. Richard Ferry
4555 Sweetwater Ct.
Decatur, IL 62526
422-0964

THEY NEED YOUR HELP!

SEPTEMBER SUNDAY MISSION
IS OPEN TO EVERYONE

On Sunday, September 28, we will
work at Decatur Family Sanctuary
(formerly Decatur Family Refuge) at
539 N. Water St. Meet at the church at
11:30 a.m. or at the DFS at Noon. More
details later on what we will be doing.
Put this date on your calendar.

Aug. 20 (Wed) – 10:00 AM: McKinley Care Center,
500 W. McKinley Ave.
Sept. 11 (Thurs.) – TBD: Oxford House, 2700 W.
Monroe

CHURCH SCHOOL HOUR
August 24, 2014
9:00 Everyday Issues – Tom Griffith will lead a
review/discussion of Philip Gulley’s latest book…
“The Evolution of Faith.” Gulley made a guest
appearance at First Pres several years ago when his
book “If Grace Is True” was published.
9:00 Youth Class – Junior- and Senior-high class is
led by Chris Lawton.
9:00 and 10:30 Children’s Classes – summer
break

A FALL CLASS OFFERING
Want to cozy up to a great class in the fall?
Miley will be offering his Tuesdays with Miley in
the latter part of September for seven weeks.
His plans are to cover Corinthians in “The
Nature of the Church.” More will follow in the
coming weeks. Keep Tuesday nights at 7:00
open.

11

PRACTICAL WAYS TO ENGAGE YOUNG ADULTS

8 – Rethink Leadership –
Instead of inviting young adults to serve on
standing committees, invite them to lead shortterm, passion-based projects such as Habitat for
Humanity build, an urban gardening project
(Mercy Gardens of Good Sam), or a campaign to
end zero-tolerance policies in schools. Ask young
adults what they’re passionate about.
Presbyterian Today SPECIAL ISSUE
Young Adults-their vision for the church

In response to
Bill Keagle’s request for input about panhandling…

WORSHIP SERVICES
August 24, 2014
11th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Rev. Miley Palmer, preaching
Harriet Sadowski, 8:00 a.m. lay leader
Mike Zia, 10:30 a.m. lay leader
Sermon
"The Other Wife”
Scripture
Genesis 29:1-36
Parables from the Old Testament
Special Summer Music
Bell Trio
Barbara Keagle, director
Flowers
The flowers this Sunday are given in honor
of Jim and Pat Nevitt’s 50th Anniversary
(August 23, 2014).

It’s important to look the person in the eye and treat
them with full respect, one adult to another. If you
choose not to give money (as I do), a simple and
calm, “I am sorry, but I don’t give money,” will
usually be enough. Be prepared to repeat as
needed. It is not necessary to explain why, or to say that the church
supports social agencies – the person is usually looking for a yes or
no.
If you want to direct them to assistance, Decatur has several excellent
resources:
Our community’s “entry point” for homelessness is the Dove
Homeward Bound program at 788 E. Clay, next to St. James
Catholic Church. It is open 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday
through Friday. The staff will do an assessment and refer to the
best place for help.
The Oasis Day Center also connects people with services and is
great place for folks to hang out. It’s open from 7:00 a.m. to 5:00
p.m. every day. Oasis is at 243 W. Cerro Gordo.
For food, the Good Samaritan Inn serves from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.
every day. It’s at 920 N. Union.
They can apply for financial assistance through the MAX program,
located at First United Methodist Church, open Monday through
Thursday from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m.
After hours, people can go to the Salvation Army on West Main.

August Ushers

Myung Kim, captain
Dan Austin
Bob Bullock
Joli Cirks
Carol Ferry-sub
Jim May
Ellen Noblitt-sub
Charlie Platt-sub
Pat Smallwood
David Williams
Mike Zia-sub
Worship Aids
Children’s bulletins, large-print Bibles, and
hearing amplifiers are available for use
during worship. Ask any usher.

AVAILABLE
FLOWER DATES:
October 12 & 19
Purchase Sunday
flowers in memory
of your loved ones429-4195 or
fpdec@comcast.net.

Men’s Bible Study
The 7 a.m. every
Thursday morning
Bible study welcome
all men to join them as they
continue to study the New
Testament.
Paul, René, Dick,
Ray & George

1ST PRES STRING BAND
PRACTICE
Every Wednesday at 5:00PM
– All levels welcome. Call Doug at
521-1314.

In most cases, our town’s panhandlers are well aware of these
agencies. But it doesn’t hurt to encourage them to go. At the church
office door in the wire basket we have copies of agencies listed for you
to give them.
Fred Spannaus

MYTHS & MISCONCEPTIONS
ABOUT SERENDIPITY GROUPS/ SMALL RELATIONAL GROUPS
‘SERENDIPITY’ groups began at First Pres in the 1980s when one of our
interim pastors started small groups using the Serendipity
materials that were popular at the time. The intention was for a
group to get to know each other at a deeper level during their
time of suggested readings, discussions and sharing of life’s
events on a weekly or monthly basis.
As the groups
continued, deep friendships developed which even included
outside activities with their families.
The ORIGINAL concept encouraged groups to disband after a period of time
with each member starting another new group to further develop more
Serendipity groups. Apparently at First Pres the groups so enjoyed their time
together that they didn’t disband nor start other new groups, though later a
few attempts were made without any takers. Unfortunately, some of these
groups meet less now due to life’s situations or don’t meet at all. (age, moves,
health)
Perhaps that’s why other people felt they were ‘cliques’ or ‘clubs,’
not
realizing that a SIGNIFICANT relational group develops relationships within
and does NOT, by definition, invite others to join that small group once it’s
formed. There is much confidentiality and bonding so others can’t easily step
into a group later on. It might be like coming into a theater halfway during a
mystery thriller, sitting with a group and saying “Hi, What’d I miss so far?’
Please don’t feel left out because you weren’t invited to join. You need to start
your OWN small group!
With that said, our church is always open to anyone needing help starting a
significant relational group. Groups might use materials we currently have
(older but good materials) or order newer items from our catalogs with Bible
studies and book studies. No leader is required with these self-explanatory
materials, and group members share the leadership roles as a self-sufficient
group choosing to meet when and where they choose. Groups could and do
meet at the church or in homes.
We all know SMALL SIGNIFICANT RELATIONAL GROUPS foster friendships
and relationships which are very important in a healthy church community.
Contact me or talk to others who have been involved in past groups, such as
the Rosenbergers, Mandernachs, Jensens, Cindy Wene, Mary Turner, or
Phyllis McPherron for more information or suggested materials. It could be a
wonderful experience you and your group will treasure for years to come!
Let’s put on our thinking caps.
Cathy Force (Lay Ministry Team Leader)
521-7131 or cathyforce@comcast.net

Session Meeting Highlights
The Session met for its stated meeting on August
18, 2014. The meeting included the reports of
the clerk, treasurer, deacons, nominating
committee, Session committees, minister of
visitation and lay ministry team leader. During
the meeting, the Session voted to approve the
following recommendations:

12th ANNUAL CONFERENCE FOR

CAREGIVERS

Saturday, September 6 from
8:00am - 2:30pm
Northfield Inn Suites and
Conference Center
3280 Northfield Dr.,Springfield, IL

the endorsement of Kate Pyle to be enrolled
as an Inquirer with the Presbytery of
Southeastern Illinois, with the heartfelt
blessing of the congregation.

Presented by the Area Agency on Aging for
Lincolnland
Cost - $20.00 with the registration, which is
refunded to attendees at the conference.

the appointment of Susan Moore to serve as
commissioner to the August 21 meeting of
the Presbytery of Southeastern Illinois, to
be held in Mount Vernon, Illinois.

The conference includes sessions on various
topics related to caregiving, exhibits about
helpful services and products, and lunch. The
luncheon speaker is Carolyn Peck, speaking
on the topic, “Balance or Burnout: 4
Caregiving Strategies That Can Make a
Difference.”

that the draft of the Finance Committee
responsibilities be received by Session for
review and revisions until September 15.
At its September meeting, Session will be
asked to vote on the inclusion of this
committee description in the Manual for
Session Committees.
that new and continuing church officers meet
on the evening of Friday, November 14 for
a retreat.

I hope those who are in the midst of caregiving
or just starting out will consider going to this
conference. Christl or I have more information
and the registration form. You can also call the
Area Agency on Aging – 217-787-9234 for
more information.
I know that each situation is unique, but there
is much to be gained from sharing with,
learning from, and supporting one another.
Phyllis, Parish Nurse

PRAYER CHAIN MINISTRY
The Prayer Chain Ministry offers a more
confidential method of support to those in our
church family who are less inclined to share
personal difficulties with the entire congregation.
The ministry will add the specific prayer request to
their daily prayers.
Requests may be given to Lori Jensen
(lori.jensen1@comcast.net
or
217-429-3400),
Yvonne Lewis at 217-423-8727, the church office
(217-429-4195 or fpdec@comcast.net), or any
member of the Prayer Chain to request prayers.
Remember, these requests are kept confidential
unless you request they be shared with the
congregation.
Members of the Prayer Chain
Ministry include Joan
Brown, Gayle Bruckner,
Marty Cushman, Carol Ferry, Jean Gift, Lori
Jensen, Yvonne Lewis, Susie Marshall, Bob &
Sue Muschal, Verlyn Rosenberger, Harriet
Sadowski, Sue Weinstein and Joan Winick.
If you feel led to be part of this ministry, please
let Yvonne or Lori know.

NOT ABLE TO MAKE
SUNDAY’S SERVICE
You can always go to our website:
www.firstpresdecatur.org to hear Sunday’s
sermon. It usually takes a couple of days
for the most recent one to be downloaded.

Newsletter Volunteer, Please
We need another volunteer for the months of

August and February.

You would collate a two-page folded
newsletter and put address labels on
them. The job takes about an hour and a half
with a team of three (Carol Ferry, Betsy Tietz
and you!). The day would be Wednesday
morning from about 8:30 to 10:00, and we
would like to count on you every year. If you
would like only one of these months, that would
be fine. Thank you for responding. – 429-4195.

WOMEN’S
NIGHT OUT
Thurs., August 28, 2014
Crawford’s Pizza, Maroa
105 W. Main Street
5:30 p.m. - R.S.V.P. 429-4195

PENTECOST OFFERING
Through your generosity, our Pentecost Offering
brought in $595, and 40% ($238) was given to Baby
Talk’s Early Headstart Program by Children’s
Ministry and to CASA by the Youth Ministry
Committee. Thank you, First Pres donors.

