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8:00 a.m. Worship Service – Chapel
10th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
9:00 a.m. Christian Education Hour
9:15 a.m. NewSong Worship Service – Chapel
10:30 a.m. Worship Service – Sanctuary
First Presbyterian Vision and Mission Statements
VISION: As faithful followers of Jesus Christ, we seek to be an open, caring, compassionate congregation,
and to bring about positive changes in our community and world.
MISSION: We celebrate, explore, and demonstrate our Christian faith in loving service.
STRATEGIC PRIORITIES: 1) Continue to be an active community-oriented congregation; 2) Develop a passion for
discipleship and advocacy; 3) Celebrate unity of purpose with diversity in action.

SUMMER SHOWCASE
JUST FLICKS
Back in 2006, our Peacemaking Committee
partnered with the Peace & Justice Task Force of
Central Christian Church to initiate Just Flicks, an
annual series of Sunday evening films with a
social justice message. In the years since, we've
shown 70 great films with vigorous discussions
following each screening. This Sunday morning,
August 17, we showcase the Just Flicks project.
Stop by our table and pick up this season's
schedule of eleven "movies with a meaning." The
season begins September 14 at Central Christian
with the 1930 antiwar classic All Quiet on the
Western Front and continues until May with a
movie each month -- and bonus films in January
and March.

Prayer Chain Ministry
The Prayer Chain Ministry offers a more confidential
method of support to those in our church family who
are less inclined to share personal difficulties with the
entire congregation. The ministry will add the
specific prayer request to their daily prayers.
Requests may be given to Lori Jenson (217-429-3400
or lori.jensen1@comcast.net), the church office (217429-4195 or fpdec@comcast.net) or any member of
the Prayer Chain to request prayers. Remember,
these requests are kept confidential unless you
request they be shared with the congregation.
Members of the Prayer Chain Ministry include Joan
Brown, Gayle Bruckner, Marty Cushman, Carol
Ferry, Jean Gift, Lori Jensen, Yvonne Lewis,
Susie Marshall, Bob & Sue Muschal, Verlyn
Rosenberger, Harriet Sadowski, Sue Weinstein
and Joan Winick.

Presbyterians Today
Subscribe and renew for inspirational issues of
Presbyterian Today.
Paying through the church offers you a
discount as we are charged a group price of
$17.95 for each member. There will be a table
dedicated for sign-ups for new and continued
subscribers for the next few weeks in the
Gathering Room. There will be past issues to
thumb through to check out the contemporary
social issues that so many people struggle with
today, and many meaningful stories about
Christian education and mission. Give some
thought to enriching your Christian reading
today! Checks should be made payable to First
Presbyterian Church.

Newsletter Volunteer, Please
We need another volunteer for the
months of

August and February.

You would collate a two-page folded newsletter
and put address labels on them. The job takes
about an hour and a half with a team of three
(Carol Ferry, Betsy Tietz and you!). The day
would be Wednesday morning from about 8:30
to 10:00, and we would like to count on you
every year. If you would like only one of these
months, that would be fine. Thank you for
responding. – 429-4195.

OUR CHURCH FAMILY

E-mail articles to:
amcelder@comcast.net

PRAYER CONCERNS:
Cindy Wene’s mother, Judy Grieve, is receiving
chemotherapy.
John Meyer is home in hospice care.
Prayers for many of the people in the Metro Detroit
area experiencing excessive rain which has caused
flooded roads and cars, and no power.

NEW ADDRESS
Dr. & Mrs. Richard Ferry
4555 Sweetwater Ct.
Decatur, IL 62526

THANK YOU
Dear Friends,
Thank you very much for all the cards, care,
concern, and prayers following my heart
attack. And thank you to our Prayer Shawl
Ministry for the nice lap blanket and the many
blessings that go with it. I am recovering and
doing well. God is Good!
Sincerely,
Tom Force
Dear ones…
My granddaughters are safely back home with their
mother and Brad has returned safely from his
vacation trip. My gratitude abounds, especially to all
of you who have been so supportive of us through
the aftermath of Doug’s tragic death…To those of
you unable to attend the burial ceremony, I give
thanks for your sweet thoughts and faithful
prayers…plus home visits, phone calls, emails,
cards…In spite of being lonesome for my darling
Doug, I remain ever so grateful to you.
Barbara Peter [full letter in Gathering room]
THANK YOU!!!
Thank you to all the volunteers who took time out of
their weekend to monitor the parking lot during the
Decatur Celebration, it would not be possible without
your help – Brenda Aymer, Brad and Beth Bachtold,
Kathy Beube and Sophia Guadagno, Andy and Joli
Cirks, Dianne DeVore, Carol Dixon and Ashley
Page, Rob and Katie Eytchison, Chuck and Cathy
Force, Pam Neeley and Noah Gillespie, Connie
Requarth and Fred Spannaus, Paul and Verlyn
Rosenberger, Christl Smalley, Jane Spires and Wally
Minnis, Cindy Wene and Linda Castleman and Mike
Zia. We also want to thank everyone who parked in
the lot. God has blessed our youth with a church
family who supports them with their time and talents
as well as financially. Thank you!!!
First Presbyterian Youth and Youth Ministry Team.
Comments heard recently from
our members, neighbors and
even those parking in our
Celebration Youth Mission
parking lot: “The flowers are
beautiful! What a nice variety of plants. The church
looks so nice. Who does all this work?”
Thanks to those who have worked so hard on
maintaining our beautiful church grounds! Your
devotion to keeping our grounds attractive and
colorful for our members, visitors, and the public
"passing by" is greatly appreciated.

OPEN HOUSE INVITATION
You are invited to a house
blessing and open house on
Saturday, August 16 from 1:304pm at 145 N. Oakcrest to help
Norm & Lori Jensen celebrate
their 50th wedding anniversary.
No gifts please! Your presence
will be our presents.

Our Good Sam
volunteers –
Margi
Nicholson,
Kathy Thornton,
and Gayle
Bruckner

VERY GOOD
August 17 SUNDAY GREETERS

Before Service
#1 Jim and Becky Rauff
#4 Volunteer
#2 Dale and Liz Jones
#5 Pat Smallwood
#3 Jim and Connie May
Computer Tech
Coffee & Fellowship
Fred Spannaus
Jan Mandernach
Webwatcher and Media Tech
Theresa Boes

CHURCH SCHOOL HOUR
August 17, 2014
9:00 Everyday Issues – For 3 more weeks, the
class will show films from the A&E series “Mysteries
of the Bible”. This coming Sunday we will view “The
Last Revolt” - Six hundred years after its
construction, the Temple was the scene of an
unlikely battle for freedom. The Jews fought to repel
legions of Roman soldiers despite impossible odds
against them. Of all the people of the Near East,
why did the Jews alone dare challenge the greatest
imperial power the world had ever known? Why was
Rome determined to prevail at any cost? And what
happened to the sacred Temple when the siege
finally broke through Jerusalem’s walls?
9:00 Youth Class – Junior- and Senior-high class is
led by Chris Lawton.
9:00 and 10:30 Children’s Classes – summer
break

11

PRACTICAL WAYS TO ENGAGE YOUNG ADULTS

7 – Acknowledge life stages –
High unemployment, transience, and prolonged
time between school and marriage sometimes
makes commitment difficult. Consider these lifestage differences when discussing membership,
stewardship, and serving on committees. Offer
childcare for parents.
Presbyterian Today SPECIAL ISSUE
Young Adults-their vision for the church

As most people have noticed, Rev.
WORSHIP SERVICES
August 17, 2014
10th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Rev. Miley Palmer, preaching
Dianne DeVore, 8:00 a.m. lay leader
Lori Jensen, 10:30 a.m. lay leader
Sermon
"Incredible Forgiveness”
Scripture
1Peter 3:13-20a, NT
Hosea 1:2-9; 3:1-5, OT
Special Summer Music
Alex Kidd, trumpet
Doug Nicholson, piano
Flowers
The flowers this Sunday are given by
Betty Q. Smith in honor of all the
August birthdays!
August Ushers

Myung Kim, captain
Dan Austin
Bob Bullock
Joli Cirks
Carol Ferry-sub
Jim May
Ellen Noblitt-sub
Charlie Platt-sub
Pat Smallwood
David Williams
Mike Zia-sub
Worship Aids
Children’s bulletins, large-print Bibles, and
hearing amplifiers are available for use
during worship. Ask any usher.

AVAILABLE
FLOWER DATES:
October 12 & 19
Purchase Sunday
flowers in memory
of your loved ones429-4195 or
fpdec@comcast.net.

Men’s Bible Study
The 7 a.m. every
Thursday morning
Bible study welcome
all men to join them as they
continue to study the New
Testament.
Paul, René, Dick,
Ray & George

1ST PRES STRING BAND
PRACTICE
Every Wednesday at 5:00PM
– All levels welcome. Call Doug at
521-1314.

Keagle and I have been devoting the
sermon topics to basic issues of the
Christian life – he by focusing on the
parable of Jesus (some of which are
devoted to understanding the nature of God, and others on the
character of God’s kingdom, which leads into thinking about what
the church is and should be), and I by focusing on the
foundational, parable-like stories of the Old Testament (which, I
hope, is leading us into thinking about the basics of who we are
as Christians and as a church, and what God calls us to be.)
We are seeing this summer of preaching as a time of laying
groundwork for the congregation’s consideration of its role and a
preparation for the pastoral transition in which we have only
barely begun. I would appreciate any feedback from members on
whether this is a helpful way to proceed, or are there more fruitful
subjects that should be attempted?
Miley

Interim pastor update
The interim search committee continues its
work. We have had three
phone/Skype/FaceTime interviews with
prospective candidates. We have asked for
sermon samples and, in turn, shared our
Annual Report and Sunday morning
bulletins. The committee will narrow its
choice to one and then make a
recommendation to the session. We have been told by
candidates that we have a very active church with meaningful
ministries.
After the interim pastor arrives, the process to call a new pastor
will begin. The session will prepare a Mission Information Form
with the congregation. A Pastor Nominating Committee will be
formed. The completed MIF will be submitted to the national
office, and then the request for Personal Information Forms from
interested pastors will begin.
These three months have seemed like a long time for some of us.
However, our church has always been a ministry of the people.
We listen, share, sing, and rejoice with one another. That caring
has not changed during this time. We will continue to praise God
for the blessings we have at First Presbyterian and find new ways
to declare the good news to our community. Thank you to
everyone for your patience!
Beth Bachtold, Mac Moore and Jan Mandernach

Aug. 14(Thurs.) – 2:00 PM: Primrose Retirement Community, 1145
Arbor Dr.
Aug. 20 (Wed) – 10:00 AM: McKinley Care Center,
500 W. McKinley Ave.
Sept. 11 (Thurs.) – TBD: Oxford House, 2700 W. Monroe

MEDICAL
EQUIPMENT
CLOSET
If you are ever needing a walker, cane, wheelchair,
or crutches – we have them right here at First Pres.
We now have 2 regular walkers and one with a seat,
several pairs of crutches, 2 four-point canes, 2
regular canes, and one wheelchair. They are here for
your use. Some other items are presently being used.
If you would like to borrow an item, you can
check out what is available and sign the
equipment out on the log in the pastor’s far
closet on the shelf. Or you can call me, 4128838.
If you have medical equipment in good condition and
would like to donate it to the church, please let me
know. It can be put to good use.
I thank all those who have given us their medical
equipment to share with others. It has been much
appreciated.
Phyllis, Parish Nurse

A FALL CLASS OFFERING
Want to cozy up to a great class in the fall?
Miley will be offering his Tuesdays with Miley in
the latter part of September for seven weeks.
His plans are to cover Corinthians in “The
Nature of the Church.” More will follow in the
coming weeks. Keep Tuesday nights at 7:00
open.

HEADS UP
The staff of First Presbyterian will have their annual
Staff Retreat on Wednesday, August 20, from 4:007:00 p.m., and we will have a volunteer answering
the phones from 4:00 to 5:00 in the office. It’s our
time to plan the rest of the year and 2015 on the
calendar, and to bring up church issues for all to
hear and discuss to make our church life with you a
happy one. Let us know if you would like us to
discuss anything pertinent to the church and its
seasonal programs.

GOOD SAM NEEDS – 429.1455
1.Organic potting soil to use in their Mercy
Gardens raised garden bed modules.
2.Wheelbarrows for use in their gardens.
3.Construction wood to use in constructing
raised garden beds.
4.#10 cans of fruit and vegetables.
5.Liquid laundry soap.
6.Gardening tools.
7.Fresh garden produce when you begin to
harvest your garden.

What is AmazonSmile?

WOMEN’S
NIGHT OUT
Thurs., August 28, 2014
Crawford’s Pizza, Maroa
105 W. Main Street
5:30 p.m. - R.S.V.P. 429-4195

KEMMERER VILLAGE
21st Annual Charity Golf Classic
SEPTEMBER 5, 2014

Amazon smiles upon our favorite charity!

AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way for you
to support your favorite charitable organization every
time you shop, at no cost to you. When you shop at
smile.amazon.com, you’ll find the exact same low
prices, vast selection and convenient shopping
experience as Amazon.com, with the added bonus
that Amazon will donate a portion of the purchase
price to our favorite charitable organization:
STAND UP FOR GRACE!!
To shop at AmazonSmile simply go to
http://smile.amazon.com/ref=smi_ge_sr_btnr1_se
tch&pldnNew=1. You may also want to add a
bookmark to AmazonSmile to make it even easier to
return and start your shopping at AmazonSmile. If
it’s not already there, simply choose STAND UP
FOR GRACE from the list of charities!!
Tens of millions of products on AmazonSmile are
eligible for donations. You will see eligible products
marked “Eligible for AmazonSmile donation” on their
product detail pages.
You use the same account on Amazon.com and
AmazonSmile. Your shopping cart, Wish List,
wedding or baby registry, and other account settings
are also the same. It’s an easy way to earn money
for the children at By Grace and no cost to us at all!!

At the beautiful
Oak Terrace
Golf Course
Rte. 51 South, Pana
This September fund raiser to help care for the
children of Kemmerer Village is a four-person
scramble with a shotgun start at 8:00 a.m. There will
be $3000 in cash and prizes to be given away. The
cost is $75 per player that includes 18 holes with cart
and lunch. Each team of four may purchase a
mulligan for $20. There is an Early Bird registration
by August 11 that includes 18 holes and use of cart
to be awarded to the lucky foursome whose team is
drawn. Register early to take advantage of this
giveaway.

KEMMERER VILLAGE
QUILT DRAWING
$1 EA. OR 6 FOR $5
OCTOBER 5, 2014
Call Jessica, 226-2130 or email
alice.christenberry@christian.k12.il.us

