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  July 13, 2014 8:00 a.m. Worship Service – Chapel 
  5th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 9:00 a.m. Christian Education Hour  
   9:15 a.m. NewSong Worship Service – Chapel 
 10:30 a.m. Worship Service – Sanctuary 

  
First Presbyterian Vision and Mission Statements 

VISION: As faithful followers of Jesus Christ, we seek to be an open, caring, compassionate congregation,  
    and to bring about positive changes in our community and world. 

MISSION:  We celebrate, explore, and demonstrate our Christian faith in loving service. 
STRATEGIC PRIORITIES:  1) Continue to be an active community-oriented congregation; 2) Develop a passion for  
                                                  discipleship and advocacy; 3) Celebrate unity of purpose with diversity in action. 
 
 

 
 
 

SUMMER SHOWCASE 
Lunch Bunch 

 
 

The Lunch Bunch is a fellowship activity attended 
primarily by seniors from our congregation, but it 
welcomes guests from other churches and has no 
age requirement.  The Lunch Bunchers assemble in 
the Gathering Room at 10:45 a.m. on the third 
Thursday of each month, except December, January 
& February.  An inexpensive catered lunch is offered 
at noon.  Various programs are featured, such as 
local speakers and entertainers from the 
congregation and the community.  The attendees 
frequently move to the chapel for any program 
presentation using a screen and projector.  Before 
the program begins, we welcome first-timers and 
recognize persons with birthdays and anniversaries 
in the meeting month.  We also share concerns as 
well as joyful news about our regular attendees and 
occasionally I share a humorous or meaningful story.  
We usually hear a health tip from our Parish Nurse, 
Phyllis McPherron, and after the program, hear a 
short devotional reading by Caroline Williams or 
another volunteer.  During the past several years, 
Mary Ann Grohne has assisted me, especially with 
planning and serving the lunch.  Three faithful callers 
check with regulars each month, then tell me who is 
coming so I can then inform the caterer, Roni 
Beasley, how much food to prepare.  The meal cost 
this past year has been $6.00.  Most gatherings end 
before 1:00. 
 
By Paul Rosenberger 
 
 

PENTECOST OFFERING 
Through your generosity, our Pentecost Offering 
brought in $595, and 40% of that will be soon given 
locally to a children’s and a youth’s advocacy group 
determined by Children’s and Youth Ministries 
Committees. Thank you all so very much for helping 
others.  

 
DECATUR CELEBRATION 

PARK at 1st pres 
 

The youth are once again 
renting parking spaces for the 
Decatur Celebration on 
August 1, 2 and 3. Spaces 

can be rented for $5 for a one-time visit or $20 
for the entire weekend. The weekend pass 
allows you to come and go as often as you 
want and you are guaranteed a parking space 
when you come. You can also transfer the 
parking pass to a family member or friend to 
use when you are not using it. The lot will be 
monitored on Friday from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m.; 
Saturday from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m.; and Sunday 
from 12 noon to 5 p.m. 
 
The youth are also looking for volunteers to 
help monitor the lot for a 2-hour shift. 
 
You can either contact Christl in the church  
office or Pam Neeley at 413-8087. 

 
 

CHURCH HISTORY  
 A FINE EDITION OF 
Illinois Historic Churches – 
including First 
Presbyterian Church of 

Decatur – is being published by Acclaim 
Press of Sikeston, MO. Each copy of the 
heirloom, coffee-table book costs $51, 
including shipping. Advance orders will 
be taken until the end of July. Please 
call the church office at 429-4195, if you 
are interested. There’s a poster on 
display in the gathering Room. 
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OUR CHURCH FAMILY 
PRAYER CONCERNS:   
  Cindy Wene’s mother, Judy Grieve, is receiving 
chemotherapy.  
  Janet Palmer did very well with her knee surgery 
and is home from the hospital. 
  Frits Pronk had total hip replacement at Decatur 
Memorial Hospital on July 8, 2014. 
  Ray and Lillian Landon’s daughter-in-law     
Connie Landon is scheduled for cancer surgery on 
July 22 in Virginia to remove the tumor on her bile 
duct and gall bladder.  Right now, Connie feels well. 
Ray & Lillian expect to be arriving back in Illinois on 
July 22nd. 
  John Meyer has gone home from DMH.  He is in 
hospice care at his home. 
   
THANK YOU 

 I have enjoyed the beauty of these 
flowers for a week and some have survived even 
longer. Thank you for remembering me.  First Pres 
has always had a special place in my memory— 
                                                     Sincerely,  
                                                     Festus Paul 
 
ADDRESS CHANGE 

Peg and Don Luy  
7810 Anchorage Drive SE 
Caledonia, MI 49316 
217-620-7974 Don 
Email:  dluy25@gmail.com 
616-250-5579 Peg 
Email:  pluy@davenport.edu  
 
Brett Luy 
7013 Bonaventure Drive 
Tampa, FLA 33607 
Brett.luy@uslsoccer.com 
 

 
 

 
July 16 (Wed.) – 10:00 AM:  McKinley Care Center, 
500 W. McKinley Ave. 
July 20 (Sun.) – 10:30 AM: Sanctuary Service at 
First Pres; also will play a few tunes after the service 
at 11:30 if people stay to listen 
July 23 (Wed.) – 5:30 PM: The Reserve at Lakeview, 
1035 South Main 
 

 
COFFEE   &  FELLOWSHIP   10-11:45 

     
 Perhaps on one Sunday you 
would like to provide a simple 
snack (angel food cake, donut 
holes, fruit tray, etc.) to put on the 
Gathering room table from 10-
11:45 or so.  Your donation will be 
greatly appreciated!    
 

Cathy Force Lay Ministry Team Leader & Deacons 
 
 

 

VERY GOOD   
 
July 13 SUNDAY GREETERS 
Before Service  
#1 Jody Hantel                                   #4 Jane Spires &  
#2 Nita Dale & Richard Harned                Wally Minnis                                 
#3 Yvonne Lewis                                #5 Chuck Boes 
Media Tech                                 Coffee & Fellowship 
Norm Jensen                                       Volunteers 
Special Summer Music 
Jason Zimmerman 
 
 

CHURCH SCHOOL HOUR  
July 13, 2014 

9:00 Everyday Issues – For 6 more weeks, the 
class will show films from the A&E 
series “Mysteries of the Bible”. This coming 
Sunday we will view “Biblical Angels.” They are 
quiet figures at the center of some of the Bible’s 
most miraculous moments.  They steeled David 
against Goliath, warned Abraham of Sodom’s 
destruction, and freed Peter from jail.  But while 
the work of angels has long stirred popular 
imagination, the details of their holy purpose are 
clouded by wonder and debate.  What do the 
Scriptures tell us about them? 
9:00 Youth Class – Junior- and Senior-high 
class is led by Chris Lawton. 
9:00 and 10:30 Children’s Classes – summer 
break 
 
 
 

 

VACATION 
BIBLE 
SCHOOL 
 

Vacation Bible School at First United Methodist 
Church is scheduled for July 21-25 for children 
preschool age through 8th grade.  
Volunteers are appreciated and so are the following 
donated supplies: 
 

White Frosting 
8 oz. bottles diet cola 

Chocolate sandwich cookies 
Paint stir sticks, unused 
Cardboard egg cartons 
Empty thread spools 

Small, clear plastic cups 
 
Please contact Margi, or Jennifer Horton-Motter at 
Jennifer@decaturfirstumc.org OR 423-9711for 
more information. If you would like to register 
online, (it’s easy), hit on this link now: 
 

www.cokesburyvbs.com/decaturfirstumc 
 

DON’T WAIT UNTIL THE LAST MINUTE 
CALL Margi Nicholson Today 

Co-chair, Children’s and Youth Ministry 
Cell phone: 433-0891  
marginic1@gmail.com 

 
 

E-mail articles to:  
amcelder@comcast.net 



 
 
 
 
 
 
WORSHIP SERVICES 

July 13, 2014 
5th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST  

Rev. Miley Palmer, preaching 
Dianne DeVore, 8:00 a.m. lay leader 
Tom Griffith, 10:30 a.m. lay leader 

 
Sermon 

“Paradise Lost” 
 

Special Music 
Jason Zimmerman 

Cellist 
 

Flowers 
The flowers this Sunday are 

in loving memory of Charles Wells,  
given by his family.   

 
July Ushers 

Myung Kim, captain 
Joli Cirks 

Debbie and Ralph Czerwinski 
Carol Ferry-sub 

Nancy and Tom Force 
Ellen Noblitt-sub 
Charlie Platt-sub 

Trish Spinner 
David Williams 

 
Worship Aids 

Children’s bulletins, large-print Bibles, 
and hearing amplifiers are available 

for use during worship. Ask any usher. 
 

 
Men’s Bible Study 

The 7 a.m. every 
Thursday morning 
Bible study welcome 

all men to join them as they 
continue to study the New 
Testament. 

          Paul, René, Charles,  
          Dick, Ray & George 
 
 
 
 

 

1ST PRES STRING BAND 
PRACTICE 
Every Wednesday at 

5:00PM – All levels welcome. Call 
Doug at 521-1314.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

AVAILABLE   
FLOWER DATES:  
August 24 & October 12 

Purchase Sunday flowers in 
memory of your loved ones- 
429-4195 or 
fpdec@comcast.net. 

 

 
COMMUNITY NEWS AND NEEDS 

 
 
 

RSVP (Retired and Senior Volunteer Program) volunteers are 
FANTASTIC! During the last RSVP fiscal year, there were 564 
active volunteers celebrating 104,121 hours of community service 
at 90 different volunteer stations in a total of 428 diverse volunteer 
jobs. That is an average of 185 hours per volunteer. If you are 55 
or above and would like to get involved in your community, call 
Charlie Gillaspie or Sandy Harmison at 428-6616. They are looking 
for you to be involved in the following: 
 

 A few inspiring people to serve on the RSVP Advisory Council. 
Council members meet the third Thursday of the month at 1:00 
p.m. at the Dean Simcox Conference Center located at 302 S. 
Union St.  Meetings are generally an hour or so long. The Advisory 
Council helps to promote the goals and objectives of the RSVP. 
Council members are selected from current RSVP members and 
from community members who are interested in promoting quality 
programming for seniors.  Contact cgillaspie@doveinc.org  
 

 Dove’s Children’s Clothing Room housed at Prairie Avenue 
Christian Church since 2004 at 22nd and Prairie Avenue is in need 
of some 10-gallon storage bins with lids due to the awesome 
amount of donations the clothing room has received. The bins are 
used for storage of seasonal clothing to ensure clothing safety and 
availability for use from season to season. The clothing room 
provides FREE children’s clothing to anyone in need, from ages 2 
months to 19 years of age. This year to date, 941 children have 
been served. If you can help, please call Sandy Harmison at 428-
6616. 
 

 The BABES Volunteer program sends trained volunteers to be a 
face behind a puppet playing on issues that children face, such as 
divorce and bullying, and teaching young children respect, 
empathy and compassion. If you would like to be a positive role 
model for children – and would like to join the Buttons, Bows and 
Cast of BABES volunteers, contact Sandy Laesch at 
slaesch@doveinc.org or 428-6616 ext. 2244.  
 

 The Community Recycling Center at 130 W. Cerro Gordo St. has 
RSVP Volunteer opportunities for dock workers on Thursday, 
Friday and Saturday. Give Charlie Gillaspie a call for more 
information at 428-6616. You may also donate your aluminum 
beverage cans to help Dove, or cash in. Either way, you help the 
environment. 
 

 Dove’s Domestic Violence Program has needs for their shelter. 
You may drop off your donations at 302 S. Union, open Monday-
Friday from 8:30-4:30 p.m. This month they are asking for: 
  
Composition and drawing notebooks with no spiral rings 
Address books, planners and pocket calendars 
Prepaid phone and gas cards; gift cards to Wal-Mart and K-Mart 
Night shirts, pillows, alarm clocks and box fans 
Healthy snacks, shampoo, bath soap, Chapstick, Vaseline 
Cold Medicine, Tylenol, pain relievers 
Disposable diapers, baby wipes, diaper rash cream and baby lotion 
 
 
 
 
 

WOMEN’S NIGHT OUT 
Thurs., July 24, 2014 

The Wharf, 201 W. 1st Dr. 
5:30 p.m. - R.S.V.P. 429-4195 

 



 
GREATER DECATUR SUMMER  

STRING RECITAL 

Greater Decatur Summer String 
Students will give a recital at 4:00 
p.m. in the Sanctuary of First Pres. 
The Greater Decatur Summer String 
Students consist of area youth in grades 
1-9 and is directed by Jason 
Zimmerman. Plan to come by and enjoy 

the free entertainment on a warm summer afternoon! 

Jason will also perform this Sunday as our special 
music guest at the 10:30 worship service. He is a 
strings teacher with the Decatur Public Schools, and a 
cellist with Millikin Decatur Symphony Orchestra. 
 
 
KEMMERER VILLAGE  
21st Annual Charity Golf Classic 
SEPTEMBER 5, 2014 
At the beautiful 
Oak Terrace Golf Course 
Rte. 51 South, Pana 

 
This September fund raiser to help care for the 
children of Kemmerer Village is a four-person 
scramble with a shotgun start at 8:00 a.m. There 
will be $3000 in cash and prizes to be given 
away. The cost is $75 per player that includes 
18 holes with cart and lunch. Each team of four 
may purchase a mulligan for $20. There is an 
Early Bird registration by August 11 that includes 
18 holes and use of cart to be awarded to the 
lucky foursome whose team is drawn. Register 
early to take advantage of this giveaway. 
 
 
 

KEMMERER VILLAGE 
QUILT DRAWING 

$1 EA. OR 6 FOR $5 
OCTOBER 5, 2014 

Call Jessica, 226-2130 or email 
alice.christenberry@christian.k12.il.us 

 
 

 

THE LORD CALLS US  
TO SERVE 

 

 
The Nominating 
committee is 
prayerfully filling the 
positions of Elders and 

Deacons this summer. If you have any 
questions regarding the varied positions, 
email ejaspires@aol.com. We welcome your Input 
in suggesting someone, or your interest in serving 
during our transition.     
 

Summer Church Concerts  
                         Central Christian Church 
                               650 W. William Street 

 
Sunday, July 13 at 8:00 p.m. 
  Herb Buffington, organ and Randy 
Frieling, piano 
These musicians have performed at Central 
Christian before as an organ and piano duo and 
impressed their audience with their artistry, 
choice of music and rapport. 
Monday, July 14, at 7:30 p.m. 
 Bruce Neswick, organ 
Bruce is on the organ faculty at Indiana 
University. He has played concerts throughout 
the United states and in other countries around 
the world.  
Tuesday, July 15, at 7:30 p.m. 
  Jane Hartman, Jazz Pianist 
Jane lives in Springfield and is involved with the 
music program at First Christian Church there. 
She works to incorporate various styles of jazz 
into the worship music. 
 

You are welcome to bring a friend to these 
free concerts. 

 
 
 

 
Please remember 
our members, friends, and 
relatives in retirement 
communities and assisted 
living facilities:  

 
  The Glenwood:  Mary Elizabeth Platt  
  Heartland:  John Winick 
  Hickory Point Christian Village:  Louise 
Bear, Esther Grissom, Nan Williams (rehab) 
  Imboden Creek Living Center:  Norma 
Stephens 
  Keystone Meadows:  Jean Peak, Judy 
Steele’s mother 
  Primrose Retirement Community:  Julia 
Bright, Festus Paul 
  Tanglewood Village:  Bea Briggs, Ruth 
Smith 
  Wesley Willows in Rockford, Illinois:  
Maxine Mussulman 
  Clare Bridge in Carmel, Indiana:  Adele 
Glenn 
 

 
 

THE VAN IS READY 
Montreat Youth Conference  
 
The youth are registered to attend Montreat in two 
more weeks (July 20-26), staying in Howerton Hall.  
The group will leave Decatur on Saturday, July 19, 
traveling to Lexington, KY, where they will be 
staying at the Red Roof Inn.  The total cost is 
$400.00 per youth which includes transportation, 
hotel, conference fee, housing, and meals at 
Montreat.  If you haven’t made a payment, please 
do so now. Craig Mandernach, Kate Pyle, and 
Kathy Beube will be the adult advisors. 

 


