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8:00 a.m. Worship Service – Chapel
DAY OF PENTECOST
9:00 a.m. Christian Education Hour
[Wear your Red!]
9:15 a.m. NewSong Worship Service – Chapel
10:15 a.m. Chapel Class
10:30 a.m. Worship Service – Sanctuary

First Presbyterian Vision and Mission Statements
VISION: As faithful followers of Jesus Christ, we seek to be an open, caring, compassionate congregation,
and to bring about positive changes in our community and world.
MISSION: We celebrate, explore, and demonstrate our Christian faith in loving service.
STRATEGIC PRIORITIES: 1) Continue to be an active community-oriented congregation; 2) Develop a passion for
discipleship and advocacy; 3) Celebrate unity of purpose with diversity in action.

STOCK THE FREEZER WITH COOKIES

INVITATION

Deacons are seeking cookie
donations for our upcoming Good
Samaritan Inn dinner (the second of
three times a year). July 6th is our
next turn to prepare and serve a SUNDAY Good
Samaritan Inn dinner. Summertime may not be the
favorite time for heating up the kitchen with baking,
but this is for our annual mission project … helping
feed the community, especially over the Fourth of
July weekend. We need 50 dozen cookies to feed
the more than 200 people who come to Good Sam
daily. Please put any donations in the kitchen
freezer by Friday, June 27th, so the cookies can be
bagged after church on Sunday, June 29th.
Your help is always appreciated. Thanks!
(NewSong mission group and Deacons)

FROM THE
DECATUR
CHAPTER OF
THE

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY SHOP HOP
The Prayer Shawl
ministry has planned
another summer
‘SHOP HOP’ to visit
some yarn shops in
neighboring towns.
We’ll meet at First
Pres. at 9 a.m.
Wednesday, June 11, 2014, and head
to Needleworks in Champaign and maybe
another shop. After eating lunch in UrbanaChampaign, we’ll head to Maroa to visit Country
Lace & Wood around 1 p.m. The group should
be back in Decatur between 2 and 3 p.m.
Contact Cathy (cathyforce@comcast.net) if you
are interested in ‘hopping’ with us.

ILLINOIS PEOPLE’S ACTION (IPA)
SATURDAY, JUNE 7, 2014
FROM 11:00 AM TO 1:00 PM
AT
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
204 W. PRAIRIE AVENUE
DECATUR, ILLINOIS
First Presbyterian Church is a longtime member of
IPA, a grassroots organization fighting for social
justice in a number of local issues, such as payday
loans, home foreclosures, and immigration reform.
Many other Decatur churches are also members, as
well as some other organizations and individuals.
This Saturday our church will host a potluck in the
dining room for persons from all member and nonmember churches, just people who have a genuine
interest in social justice in Decatur and Illinois who
want to learn more about what IPA does in Central
Illinois and the Chicago area. This dinner will be
informal and social in nature, just an opportunity to
get to know each other better and to learn about the
need for social justice in our world.
If you plan to join us, please bring a dish to share if
you can. Fried chicken, cold drinks, and table
service will be furnished. Church members are
encouraged to bring friends or just show up –
everybody is welcome. It would be appreciated if
you would call the church at 429-4195 to let us know
how many chairs to set up.
Your IPA Representatives

Deacons Meeting
SUNDAY, June 8
11:45 A.M., Dining Room

Paul & Verlyn Rosenberger
Fred Spannaus & Connie Requarth
Phyllis McPherron

OUR CHURCH FAMILY

E-mail articles to:
amcelder@comcast.net

PRAYER CONCERNS:
Cindy Wene’s mother, Judy Grieve, is back home
healing and improving each day. Cindy has moved in
with her to assist her as she recovers and begins
chemotherapy.
Nan Williams is at Hickory Point Christian Village in
room 110.
Steven Brown is home from Barnes Hospital and is
recuperating and doing well.
Elmer Turner is improving while recuperating at
home.

Circle the upcoming date on your calendars! A

summer church picnic
is being planned for Sunday, June 29, 2014 in Kiwanis Park
off West Main Street. (tentatively set at 5 p.m. ) Watch for
details in the June Tower Notes! Adult Ministry Team

VERY GOOD
In Memoriam
June 8 SUNDAY GREETERS

Joan Jack
September 2, 1927 - June 2, 2014
Uphold us now, O Lord, as we entrust her to your
boundless love and eternal care.
A memorial service is planned for 11:00 a.m.
on June 23, 2014.

Before Service
#1 Susan Moore
#2 Dick and Doris Fiala
#3 Naomi Davis
Media Tech
Norm Jensen

#4 Carol Wood and Carol Dixon
#5 Chuck Boes
Coffee & Fellowship
Volunteer

CHURCH SCHOOL HOUR
June 8, 2014

Our sympathy is extended to the family of Bill and Dee
Simon. Bill died on May 25, 2014 in Colorado. His
service will be June 12 in Colorado Springs. They
were longtime members here before they retired to
Colorado. Letters and cards may be sent to:
Dee Simon
1675 Little Bear Creek Pt. #202
Colorado Springs, CO 80904-4882
▪▪▪
Celebrating the Life of Claud Thompson
June 21, 2014
5:30-8:00 p.m.
Country Club of Decatur – 135 N. Country Club Road
Enjoy an evening of hors d’oeuvres
and cocktails while sharing stories
and remembering a life lived to the
fullest (September 26, 1920February 16, 2014).
Dress Country Club Casual

WANTED: CHURCH SAFE
Do you have a large, heavy
house safe that you want to
dispose of? Call 429-4195 or
email fpdec@comcast.net

9:00 Everyday Issues – We had an electrical problem at
church last Sunday morning. The TV and VHS player would
not work. So…..we will have a repeat of last week’s class –
“Scoring Points with the Opposite Sex”, based on John
Gray’s “Men Are from Mars, Women Are from Venus”.
9:00 Youth Class – Junior- and Senior-high class is led by
Chris Lawton.
9:00 and 10:30 Children’s Classes – summer break
10:15 Chapel Class

Lifetouch Church Directory is now
ONLINE
The Lifeline online church directory is
now launched and accessible for
anyone listed in the printed church
directory. This directory will enable
members to search for contact
information with mobile devices or work computers if
their printed directory is unavailable. With great safety
and security, there is the ability for you to update your
own information. Letters were mailed to the
congregation last week regarding personal login
information. PLEASE NOTE: you start by visiting
our church website www.firstpresdecatur.org then
click on the MEMBER DIRECTORY link. If you have
any questions or concerns regarding the online
directory, please contact Cathy Force
(cathyforce@comcast.net) or Christl Smalley
(fpcdec@comcast.net) in the church office. We hope
the congregation will use this great communication tool
to work together as a cohesive church family.

▪▪▪

CELBRATING 150 YEARS
ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH FAMILY FESTIVAL
Saturday, June 7, 1 Bachrach Ct. (W. Mound & Taylor)
3:00 p.m. - inflatables, zoo, games, pony rides, magic
6:30 p.m. - Free Concert: Matthew West and Day 40
Bring a lawn chair or blanket for family fun!
NORTHEAST COMMUNITY FUND WILL BENEFIT.

You are invited to listen to the 1st Pres String
Band on June 10 – 10:45-11:45 AM and eat lunch
at noon at the Senior Center at 1430 N. 22nd St.
(near Debbie’s Diner).

MARANATHA A. G. CHURCH
Sunday, June 8, 555 W. Imboden Drive
6:00 p.m. Concert – Ivan Parker and Allison Grace
Tickets $15 advance/$18 at the door – 864-5636
ALL PROCEEDS GO TO BENEFIT THE HOMELESS.

PENTECOST AND CHANGE

WORSHIP SERV
ICES
June 8, 2014
PENTECOST SUNDAY
Bill Keagle, preaching
Mac Moore, 8:00 a.m. lay leader
Joli Cirks, 10:30 a.m. lay leader
Flowers
The flowers this Sunday are given by
Elmer and Mary Turner
in loving memory of their parents,
R. B. and Pearl Turner and
Don and Helen Winters.
June Ushers

Jon Scharfenberg and Bob Dunn,
Co-captains
Pierce Bruckner
Joli Cirks-sub
Diane and Bob Dunn
Bruce Mason
Carol and Jon Scharfenberg
Peter and Patti Smith-Phillips
Worship Aids
Children’s bulletins, large-print Bibles,
and hearing amplifiers are available
for use during worship. Ask any usher.

Men’s Bible Study
The 7 a.m. every
Thursday morning
Bible study welcome
all men to join them as they
are continuing to study the
New Testament.
Paul, René, Charles,
Dick, Ray & George

1ST PRES STRING BAND
PRACTICE

This coming Sunday is Pentecost, one of the three great
festivals of the church year, along with Christmas – the
Feast of the Incarnation – and Easter – the Feast of the
Resurrection. Pentecost is the birthday of the Church, of course, the day
the Holy Spirit descended on a crowd of disheartened disciples with gifts
of courage, hope, and communication.
The color of Pentecost is red, for the fiery tongues that hovered over the
heads of those disciples. We invite you to wear red to church that day –
either a piece of clothing such as a tie or scarf, or perhaps a piece of
jewelry. (I’m fully aware that some may even wear a Cardinals cap or a
Cubs cap which also has a flash of red on it. (Unfortunately, the Millikin
color is blue, but you’ll have to decide for yourself if Illini orange is red
enough.)
Those disciples in Jerusalem at the first Pentecost had been caught in a
time of great change and uncertainty. Their roller-coaster of emotions
included the terrible loss of their Master at the crucifixion, the headscratching exhilaration of his resurrection, and the insecurity of his
leaving them again at the Ascension. What would happen next? No one
could have guessed the newness of possibility that came to them with
Pentecost.
We at First Presbyterian are not in such turmoil of uncertainty as those
first disciples, but we are going through some grief with the retirement of
Jim Montgomery after 23 years of outstanding leadership. Nor can we see
ahead to know who our next Senior Pastor will be – that will take some
time to work out. But we do know that the leadership and committees of
the congregation are continuing to function very well, and we are in
God’s capable hands.
During the summer months, Bill Keagle and I are sharing preaching
duties. I will continue working with the church’s committees and Session,
and along with Bill, the Parish Visitors and Parish Nurses, will provide
pastoral care. You can help by letting the church office know of any
pastoral needs that arise.
Keep your church and its leadership in your thoughts and prayers during
the months ahead – and wear red to church this coming Sunday!
Grace and peace,
Miley Palmer

THE LORD CALLS US TO SERVE
Each one should use whatever gift he has received
to serve others, faithfully administering God's grace
in its various forms. 1 Peter 4:10

Every Wednesday at 5:00PM – All
levels welcome. Call Doug at 5211314.

AVAILABLE
FLOWER
DATES:
August 17 & 24
Purchase Sunday flowers in
memory of your loved ones429-4195 or
fpdec@comcast.net.

The Nominating committee will be
prayerfully filling the positions of Elders
and Deacons this summer. If you have
any questions regarding the positions,
email ejaspires@aol.com
Would you be interested in serving?
Name_______________________________
Position______________________________
Would you like to suggest the name of someone else?
Name_______________________________

__________________

Position

MATTER OF BALANCE
CLASSES ARE FULL
July 8-31

WOMEN’S NIGHT OUT

Thurs., June 26, 2014
1423 E. Mound Road
5:30 p.m. - R.S.VP. 429-4195

VACATION
BIBLE
SCHOOL
Please mark your calendars for Vacation Bible School
at First United Methodist Church on July 14-17 and
July 21-24 for children preschool age through 8th
grade. Volunteers are welcome for part or all of the
bible school. Van drivers are also needed. Please
contact me or Jennifer Horton-Motter at
Jennifer@decaturfirstumc.org for more information.
Or if you would like to register online, (it’s easy), hit on
this link now:

STICKS IN A BUNDLE ARE UNBREAKABLE
“Sticks in a Bundle are
Unbreakable” was the theme
of the 2014 Exploring Medical
Missions Conference which
Connie Requarth and I
attended this past week. It was sponsored by
the Institute of International Medicine and held
in Kansas City.
The theme was an old Kenyan proverb
implying that in unity our strengths are
multiplied yielding compelling results. This was
demonstrated at the opening gathering when
the leader broke individual sticks quite easily,
but could not break a bundle of sticks. So
therefore, a group of people working together,
be it a family, a church, a city, or nation, can
accomplish so much more when we honor and
respect the gifts that all have to bring. The
bottom line – we need one another, we need
community.
Another takeaway message we all wanted to
remember was when the keynote speaker said:
“In this world you are rich if –
1. You have a choice of everything
2. You have privacy
3. You have basic opportunity”
Do we realize how rich we are?
Phyllis
Parish Nurse

www.cokesburyvbs.com/decaturfirstumc
Margi Nicholson
Co-chair, Children’s and Youth Ministry
Cell phone: 433-0891
marginic1@gmail.com

MAY PAYMENT IS DUE
Montreat Youth Conference
“Rooted & Reaching”
The youth are registered and excited to attend
Montreat for Week 5 (July 20-26), staying in
Howerton. The group will leave Decatur on
Saturday, July 19, traveling to Knoxville, TN, where
they will be staying at the Best Western Plus
Strawberry Inn & Suites. The cost is $400.00 per
youth which includes transportation, hotel,
conference fee, housing and meals at Montreat.
The payment schedule is as follows: $100
(nonrefundable) May payment, $150 by June 15
and $150 by July 15. Craig Mandernach, Kate Pyle,
and Kathy Beube will be the adult advisors. Youth
attending are: Brett Eisenhauer, Olivia Bachtold,
Kendall Eisenhauer, Clara Ash, Dalton
Guadagno and Will Mallard.

RECYCLING REMINDER
If you bring recyclables to the church:
Please separate cans and plastic bottlesand place in marked containers
We can return aluminum cans for cash,
which is returned to the church
Plastic bottles are recycled as a service
only to those without recycling at
home
Please rinse cans and bottles- especially
those containing milk products
Please do NOT crush cans and bottlesper Decatur Recycles
Plastic accepted- #’s 1,2,3,4,5,7. NO #6
and no foam products, or no LIDS
Remember: Plastic water bottles can and
should be reused to cut down on the
accumulation of plastic!!!!
Consider a
reusable water bottle.

