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8:00 a.m. Worship Service – Chapel
TRINITY SUNDAY
9:00 a.m. Christian Education Hour
9:15 a.m. NewSong Worship Service – Chapel
10:15 a.m. Chapel Class
10:30 a.m. Worship Service – Sanctuary
First Presbyterian Vision and Mission Statements
VISION: As faithful followers of Jesus Christ, we seek to be an open, caring, compassionate congregation,
and to bring about positive changes in our community and world.
MISSION: We celebrate, explore, and demonstrate our Christian faith in loving service.
STRATEGIC PRIORITIES: 1) Continue to be an active community-oriented congregation; 2) Develop a passion for
discipleship and advocacy; 3) Celebrate unity of purpose with diversity in action.

STOCK THE FREEZER WITH COOKIES
Deacons are seeking cookie
donations for our upcoming Good
Samaritan Inn dinner (the second
of three times a year). July 6th is
our next turn to prepare and serve a SUNDAY
Good Samaritan Inn dinner. Summertime may not
be the favorite time for heating up the kitchen with
baking, but this is for our annual mission project …
helping feed the community, especially over the
Fourth of July weekend. We need 75 dozen
cookies since Good Sam is now serving over 300
people daily. Please put any donations in the
kitchen freezer by Friday, June 27th, so the cookies
can be bagged after church on Sunday, June 29th.
Your help is always appreciated. Thanks!
(NewSong mission group and Deacons)

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

POTLUCK PICNIC
A summer church
potluck picnic is planned
for Sunday evening,
June 29 in Kiwanis
Park (on Redwood
Avenue between West
Main and W. Forestone mile west of Millikin). We’ll gather at 5 PM
and eat at 6 PM. Pulled pork BBQ
sandwiches, iced tea, lemonade and paper
products will be provided. Bring lawn chairs
and insect repellent. PLEASE sign up in the
office by June 22 indicating if you will bring a
salad, veggie or dessert and to give us a
number for drinks and set up. THANKS.
Adult Ministry Team

THIRD MONDAY OF THE MONTH
Women’s Bible Study – Gathering Room
Monday, June 16, 1:30 p.m.

TRINITY: WHAT THE HECK IS THAT?
This coming Sunday is Trinity
Sunday, which comes each year
immediately after Pentecost. I suppose
after the feast of the outpouring of the
Holy Spirit to create the church,
someone among the Church Fathers (or perhaps Mothers)
decided we need to remember that the Holy Spirit is
divine, too.
The problem has always been that Christians tend to be
confused: are we talking about one God or three? To
speak of more than one God is to deny the basic tenet of
Judaism and Christianity. As Jesus said when he quoted
the Old Testament, “Hear, O Israel – the Lord our God,
the Lord is One.” But we speak of God the Father, God
the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. It sure sounds like three
deities, as our Jewish and Moslem brothers quickly point
out.
I’m not about to clear all this up. As someone has said, “If
you deny the doctrine of the Trinity, you’re liable to lose
your soul, but if you try to understand it, you’re in danger
of losing your mind”. I’ve always thought of the Trinity as
God revealing God’s self to us in different ways, just as
we reveal different sides of ourselves to one another in
different ways, depending on the setting and the situation.
Yet I know that even this eminently reasonable solution
(to me, at least) was condemned as heresy by one of the
Church Councils. (Yes, I’m a heretic. Aren’t we all?)
Perhaps one of the lessons to be offered here is that even
God – like us – needs to be in relationship. We’re finding
out in this time of change for First Presbyterian, as we live
in the space between Jim Montgomery’s 23-year pastorate
and the unknown future, that we truly need one another in
order to survive and thrive.
During the summer months, Bill Keagle and I are sharing
preaching duties. Bill is teaching on parables from the
Gospels, while I am undertaking to expound on some of
the parable-like passages of the Old Testament. These are
stories which may or may not be literally factual, but they
are deeply true. This Sunday I’m beginning with the very
first story from the Bible, the Creation story in chapter one
of Genesis.
Keep your church and its leadership in your thoughts and
prayers during the months ahead.
Grace and peace,

Miley Palmer

OUR CHURCH FAMILY

E-mail articles to:
amcelder@comcast.net

PRAYER CONCERNS:
Cindy Wene’s mother, Judy Grieve, is receiving
chemotherapy and six treatments are planned, one
every three weeks. If you would like to send her a
card or note, Judy’s address is:
Judy Grieve
1411 S. 31st St.
Decatur, IL 62521
Nancy Leoucis is scheduled for heart surgery on
Wednesday, June 11th, at Springfield Memorial
Hospital. Homer too is grateful for the prayers.
Cards and calls can be sent to:
Nancy Leoucis
2003 S. Lynnwood Dr.
Decatur, IL 62521
428-5187
Nan Williams is at Hickory Point Christian Village
in room 110.
Steven Brown is home from Barnes Hospital and
is recuperating and doing well.
Elmer Turner is improving while recuperating at
home.
Kay Villareal suffered a headache that was due to
bleeding that occurred during her exercise at a
gym. The doctor expects the blood to gradually be
absorbed.
Joan Jack’s memorial service is planned for 11:00
a.m. on June 23, 2014. Cards may be sent to Joan’s
son: David Jack and Amy Mayer
63 Pleasant Street
Brookline, MA 02446

WANTED: CHURCH SAFE
Do you have a large,
heavy house safe that you
want to dispose of? Call
429-4195 or email
fpdec@comcast.net

PRAYER SHAWL SHOP HOP
The Prayer Shawl ministry ‘SHOP HOP’ group will
leave First Pres. at 9 a.m. Wednesday, June 11,
2014, and head to Needleworks in Champaign.
After eating lunch in Urbana-Champaign, they will
head to Maroa to visit Country Lace & Wood
around 1 p.m. The group should be back in Decatur
between 2 and 3 p.m.

VERY GOOD
June 15 SUNDAY GREETERS

Before Service
#1 Betty Q. Smith
#2 Judy Steele
#3 Sally Krigbaum
Media Tech
Fred Spannaus

#4 Lee and Margie Bennett
#5 Pat Smallwood
Coffee & Fellowship
Volunteer

CONGRATULATIONS

CHURCH SCHOOL HOUR
June 15, 2014

Adrena Chargois
One of 6 Peacemaker Award recipients
Hope Academy
The students were chosen by the school staff based on
the following criteria:
Peacemakers are caring and respectful to everyone
regardless of race, culture, or economic
background.
Peacemakers are leaders, positive role models, and
respected by peers.
Peacemakers make personal decisions to handle
disagreements with peaceful means, speaking
out and acting in ways to resolve conflict.
Peacemakers act as facilitators in peacemaking
among others.
Peacemakers participate in school activities
and/or community service that promote peace
and harmony.
Other recipient winners are:
Alyssa Michelle Baltimore - Thomas Jefferson Middle
Andrew Newsome - Garfield Montessori School
Ryan Deetz & Trajon Frye - Stephen Decatur Middle
Sophia Scharf - Johns Hill Magnet School

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL OUR PEACEMAKERS!
More Later in Next PeaceNotes.

9:00 Everyday Issues – We will discuss the books of Don
Miguel Ruiz…..The first of which is “The Voice of
Knowledge”. This book is a practical guide to inner peace.
9:00 Youth Class – Junior- and Senior-high class is led by
Chris Lawton.
9:00 and 10:30 Children’s Classes – summer break
10:15 Chapel Class

KEMMERER VILLAGE

QUILT DRAWING

$1 EA. OR 6 FOR $5
OCTOBER 5, 2014
Call Jessica, 226-2130 or email

alice.christenberry@christian.k12.il.us
Lifetouch Church Directory is
ONLINE
The Lifeline online church directory is
launched and accessible for anyone
listed in the printed church directory.
This directory enables members to
search for contact information with
mobile devices or work computers if
their printed directory is unavailable. With great
security, there is the ability for you to update your own
information. PLEASE NOTE: you start by visiting
our church website www.firstpresdecatur.org, then
click on the MEMBER DIRECTORY link. If you have
any questions, please contact Cathy Force
(cathyforce@comcast.net) or Christl Smalley
(fpcdec@comcast.net) in the church office. We hope
the congregation will use this great communication
tool to work together as a cohesive church family.

I HAVE BEEN ASKED TO SHARE WITH ALL OF YOU THE
BACKGROUND INFORMATION PROVIDED DURING LAST
SUNDAY’S SERMON.
Many of us are concerned about the future of First Presbyterian
Church. That was true even before Jim’s retirement. Our church
has seen a steady decline in membership over the past 30 years.
But put that in context. In 1970 the population of Decatur was, I
believe, around 111,000. Today the population of Decatur is 76,000.
The percentage of decline in Decatur’s population is greater than
the percentage of decline in the membership of First Pres. How do
you grow a church in a community that is declining in population
and declining economically? Isn’t it possible that we can be doing
everything right and still face a loss in membership? (Nearly every
church in our Presbytery is discouraged for the same reasons.)

WORSHIP SERVICES
June 15, 2014
TRINITY SUNDAY
Miley Palmer, preaching
Linda May, 8:00 a.m. lay leader
Craig Mandernach, 10:30 a.m. lay leader
Sermon
“Why Are We Here?”
Flowers
The flowers this Sunday are given by
Lee and Margie Bennett
in honor of all fathers.
June Ushers

Jon Scharfenberg and Bob Dunn,
Co-captains
Pierce Bruckner
Joli Cirks-sub
Diane and Bob Dunn
Bruce Mason
Carol and Jon Scharfenberg
Peter and Patti Smith-Phillips
Worship Aids
Children’s bulletins, large-print Bibles,
and hearing amplifiers are available
for use during worship. Ask any usher.

Men’s Bible Study
The 7 a.m. every
Thursday morning
Bible study welcome
all men to join them as they
are continuing to study the
New Testament.
Paul, René, Charles,
Dick, Ray & George

1ST PRES STRING BAND
PRACTICE
Every Wednesday at
5:00PM – All levels welcome. Call
Doug at 521-1314.

AVAILABLE
FLOWER DATES:
August 17 & 24
Purchase Sunday flowers in
memory of your loved ones429-4195 or
fpdec@comcast.net.

When I share this information with pastors and church members,
the usual response is, “But the evangelical and fundamentalist
churches are growing!” Are they? Look at the statistics!
The largest protestant denomination in America is the Southern
Baptist Church. The Southern Baptists have lost 40% of their
membership in the last 10 years, almost entirely people under the
age of 40. According to research done by the Evangelical
leadership through the Barna Group, two-thirds of young
evangelicals are leaving the church by the age of 30. Only 3% of
non-evangelicals have a positive view of evangelical Christianity.
According to the Pew Research Center, only 19% of Americans
identify themselves as Evangelical Protestants. When asked for a
religious preference, 19.6% of Americans say NONE. This group,
the new “nones” are the fastest growing group in America.
For the past 30 years, it has seemed that the MegaChurch is the
wave of the future. The facts? The Crystal Cathedral is now a
catholic cathedral. Willow Creek Church has been declining for
several years and a 2012 poll of its members showed that 40% of
the members were unhappy and ready to leave. Saddleback
Church (Rick Warren) has begun to decline. Evangelical leaders
who authorized these studies have written, “The MegaChurch was
a baby boomer phenomenon that folks under the age of 45 are
NOT perpetuating.” The MegaChurch will be seen as “nothing
more than a passing fad.”
THE PEOPLE OF FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH ARE PROVIDING A VITALLY
NEEDED ALTERNATIVE, A WAY TO FACE REALITY THROUGH AN INFORMED,
THOUGHTFUL, COMMITTED AND CARING COMMUNITY. CONTINUE BEING
FAITHFUL!
BILL KEAGLE

THE LORD CALLS US TO SERVE
Each one should use whatever gift he has received
to serve others, faithfully administering God's grace
in its various forms. 1 Peter 4:10

The Nominating committee will be
prayerfully filling the positions of Elders
and Deacons this summer. If you have
any questions regarding the positions,
email ejaspires@aol.com
Would you be interested in serving?
Name_______________________________
Position______________________________
Would you like to suggest the name of someone else?
Name_______________________________
Position______________________________

SUMMER SHOWCASE

LUNCH BUNCH ON JUNE 19, 2014

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY
Please drop by the Summer Showcase table
in the Gathering room this Sunday to find out
about one of our ministries, Labor of Love
Prayer Shawl Ministry, and meet those who are
involved. This group creates shawls, lap robes,
quilts and scarves for those who need prayers
and special attention from our congregation,
and meets 10-11:30 a.m. the 2nd and 4th
Wednesday of the month from September–
May. Beginners to advanced are welcome.

WOMEN’S NIGHT OUT

Thurs., June 26, 2014
1423 E. Mound Road
5:30 p.m. - R.S.VP. 429-4195

VACATION
BIBLE
SCHOOL

“HIERONYMUS MUELLER MUSEUM”
On Thursday, June 19, Laura Jahr, Assistant
Director of the Hieronymus Mueller Museum
located near the Mueller Company offices on
West Eldorado Street, will speak to us while
giving a power-point presentation depicting the
history of the Mueller Company, its founder
and his family of six sons and one daughter.
Our caterer, Roni Beasley, will bring us pulled
pork sandwiches, coleslaw, chips, & cookies.
Our Parish Nurse, Phyllis McPherron,
will give us some health news and Caroline
Williams will present another devotional
reading. Persons of all ages are always
welcome to join in the fun, starting with
conversation at 10:30 a.m. If you aren’t on our
regular calling list, please call the church office
before Tuesday noon, June 17, to reserve a $6
lunch.
Paul Rosenberger

JUNE PAYMENT IS DUE
Montreat Youth Conference

Please mark your calendars for Vacation Bible School
at First United Methodist Church on July 14-17 and
July 21-24 for children preschool age through 8th
grade. Volunteers are welcome for part or all of the
bible school. Van drivers are also needed. Please
contact me or Jennifer Horton-Motter at
Jennifer@decaturfirstumc.org for more information.
Or if you would like to register online, (it’s easy), hit on
this link now:

www.cokesburyvbs.com/decaturfirstumc
Margi Nicholson
Co-chair, Children’s and Youth Ministry
Cell phone: 433-0891
marginic1@gmail.com

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE SHELTER NEEDS
302 S. UNION STREET – 428-6616
Alarm clocks, fans, umbrellas, baby wipes,
Bath towels, wash cloths, night clothes
Sweat pants, t-shirts, disposable diapers
Deodorant, hair conditioner, body lotion
Toothbrushes, toothpaste, combs, brushes
Snacks, paper towels, toilet paper
Prepaid gas cards, Wal-Mart-Kmart cards

“Rooted & Reaching”
The youth are registered to attend Montreat for
Week 5 (July 20-26), staying in Howerton. The
group will leave Decatur on Saturday, July 19,
traveling to Knoxville, TN, where they will be
staying at the Best Western Plus Strawberry Inn &
Suites. The cost is $400.00 per youth which
includes transportation, hotel, conference fee,
housing and meals at Montreat. The payment
schedule is as follows: $100 (nonrefundable)
May payment, $150 by June 15 and $150 by July
15. Craig Mandernach, Kate Pyle, and Kathy
Beube will be the adult advisors. Youth attending
are: Brett Eisenhauer, Olivia Bachtold, Kendall
Eisenhauer, Clara Ash, Dalton Guadagno and
Will Mallard.

GOD’S SHELTER OF LOVE NEEDS
929 NORTH UNION STREET – 422-2790
Bus tokens, prepaid gas cards
Sugar, creamer, tea, coffee, kool-aid
Cereal, fruit cans, dried beans, pasta, jell-o
Aspirin, Tylenol, Ibuprofen
Disinfecting wipes, scouring powder
Dishwasher detergent, Dawn liquid, bleach
Gallon Ziploc bags, napkins, toilet paper
Trash bags, umbrellas, donations and prayer

