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8:00 a.m. Worship Service – Chapel
4th SUNDAY OF EASTER
9:00 a.m. Christian Education Hour
9:15 a.m. NewSong Worship Service – Chapel
10:15 a.m. Chapel Class
10:30 a.m. Worship Service – Sanctuary
10:30 a.m. Children’s Church Class
First Presbyterian Vision and Mission Statements
VISION: As faithful followers of Jesus Christ, we seek to be an open, caring, compassionate congregation,
and to bring about positive changes in our community and world.
MISSION: We celebrate, explore, and demonstrate our Christian faith in loving service.
STRATEGIC PRIORITIES: 1) Continue to be an active community-oriented congregation; 2) Develop a passion for
discipleship and advocacy; 3) Celebrate unity of purpose with diversity in action.

Hungry for Humor?
Come enjoy a family friendly
evening on Saturday, May 10th
to support The Good Samaritan
Inn.
The Dessert/Appetizer
Reception will be followed by the
comedy of Sally Edwards,
Comedian and Author.

First United Methodist Church has invited us to join
them for
Vacation Bible School
July 14-17 and July 21-24
9:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
Volunteers are needed to drive our
church vans and to help with
classes.
For more information, please
contact Margi Nicholson at
433-0891
Or Jennifer Horton-Motter @decaturfirstumc.org

JUST FLICKS @1st Pres
The 2013-2014 Just Flicks season draws to a close on
Mothers’ Day, May 11, with a 2005 Oscar-nominated
film. As It Is in Heaven is a celebration of diverse
talents drawn together through the magic of music in
a village church in the north of Sweden. The film
begins at 6 p.m. at First Presbyterian Church.
Running time is 126 minutes. As usual, fine
refreshments will be on the table. Thank you for your
support of Just Flicks as we end our eighth season.

Cost: $25.00 per person
Location: Lampstand Presbyterian Church at 655 S.
Airport Road
Contact: Rev. Stacey Brohard at 429-1455
Reserve your tickets now!

LUNCH BUNCH ON MAY 15, 2014
“HUMMINGBIRDS”

On Thursday, May 15,
Jeff Tish, Program Services Manager at the
Macon County Conservation District at Rock
Springs Nature Center, will present an illustrated
talk about hummingbirds. Our caterer, Roni
Beasley, will bring us chicken salad on
croissants, chips, Jello salad, & cookies.
Our Parish Nurse, Phyllis McPherron, will
give us some health news and Caroline Williams
will present another devotional reading.
Persons of all ages are always welcome to join
in the fun, starting with conversation at 10:30
a.m. If you aren’t on our regular calling list,
please call the church office before Tuesday
noon, May 13, to reserve a $6 lunch.
Paul Rosenberger

OUR CHURCH FAMILY

E-mail articles to:
amcelder@comcast.net

PRAYER CONCERNS:
Cindy Wene’s mother, Judy Grieve, will have
surgery at Decatur Memorial Hospital on May 12.
Tom Griffith is up and walking with a walker, and
has an upper respiratory infection. Get-well cards
may be mailed to Tom at the following address:
Tom Griffith
c/o Cindy Griffith
1041 Calmia Ave.
Boulder, CO 80304
Lorraine French had knee replacement surgery on
April 23, and is now home for rehabilitation.

Our sympathy is extended to the family of Carol
Wood whose mother Doris Mills died May 4, 2014, at
age 93.
THANK YOU
(Barbara Peter’s son Doug died recently.)
Dear Parish Visitors,
Thanks so much for your sweet ministry to me
across the miles. My gratitude for your words and
deeds of support is unbounded.
I encourage you to go to youtube.com and type in
Electro-Fogey…up will come Doug’s electronic
lectures…It’s comforting to read comments about
him.
You are invited to attend a Service for the
Interment of Ashes at Pro Cemetery in Pulaski
County (northwest Indiana). The service will begin at
11:00 a.m. on July 5. At noon, nearby Tippecanoe
Christian Church will serve a luncheon and have
time for fellowship. If you stay at the Best Western
Inn at Monticello, Indiana, give mention of Doug
Peter’s name to get their funeral discount.
My blessings to the congregation and staff,
Barb Peter (847-707-4195)
CONGRATULATIONS
Ruth Warfield’s grandson and Julie Wittig’s son Jason
Wittig married Jennifer Thomas on Saturday, May 3,
2014, in Decatur, where they will reside.

WOMEN’S NIGHT OUT

Thurs., May 22, 2014
@ The Beach House
5:30 p.m. - R.S.VP. 429-4195
LIFETOUCH ONLINE CHURCH DIRECTORY
The Lifetouch online church directory will soon be
accessible on our website for anyone listed in the
printed church directory. The directory will help our
members to stay in touch and efficiently collaborate to
achieve our church mission, as members will be able to
search for contact information from mobile devices or
computers if their printed directory is unavailable.
With great safety and security, and the ability for you
to update your own information, the online directory is
a great communication tool for our church community.
We will soon send letters to the congregation regarding
“how to” information and personal login information
for the directory. Watch Tower Notes for the upcoming
website launch.

VERY GOOD
May 11 SUNDAY GREETERS

Before Service
#1 Phil and Marilyn Smith
#2 Lois Wells
#3 Dick and Mary Ward
Media Tech
Norm Jensen
Walt Lohmann

#4 Kathy Thornton
#5 Chuck Boes

Coffee & Fellowship
Volunteer

CHURCH SCHOOL HOUR
May 11, 2014

9:00 Present Word – Unit III, JESUS’ USE OF
SCRIPTURE, focuses on discussion of “Jesus’ Mission on
Earth”. Scripture reading is Luke 4:14-21. Ray Landon leads
the class in the pastor’s office.
9:00 Everyday Issues – The Everyday Issues Class has
started a 4-week series in May of videos based on John
Gray’s “Men Are From Mars, Women Are From Venus”.
This week’s class is “Understanding Martians and
Venusians”. Learn about…..The Mars/Venus story, Mr. FixIt, The Home Improvement Committee, and The Cave and
The Well.
9:00 Youth Class – Junior- and Senior-high class is led by
Chris Lawton.
9:00 and 10:30 Children’s Classes – Peter and John

ONE GREAT HOUR TOTAL
$2807 – You can be proud of your generous offering.
Thank you.

IT’S JUST A MATTER OF BALANCE
SIGN UP NOW FOR JULY CLASSES
A Matter of Balance is an evidence-based program
with the following goals:
 Prevent falls and control
the fear of falling
 Increase activity
 Reduce environmental
fall risk factors
 Promote exercise to
increase strength and
balance
Sally Watcher and I have completed the training to
be leaders (coaches) of the series of 8 classes that
make up the “Matter of Balance” program. In July
we will be offering the classes at First Presbyterian
Church on Tuesday and Thursday afternoons from
1-3 PM. The first class will be on July 8, with the last
class on July 31st. It is encouraged that you would
attend all 8 classes.
You can register for the class through Faith in Action
(Catholic Charities), who organizes the classes for
Decatur. There is a suggested donation of $20. The
number to call is 428-0013. There is a limited
number of participants for each series of classes.
Please contact me or call the number above for more
information. This program has been proven to make
a difference in people’s lives. Come join Sally and
me.
Phyllis, Parish Nurse

Pastor’s Perspective . . . on A Southern Boy’s Call to Go North
Here we are again. . . It’s Memory Lane Time
once more. In my two previous articles, I’ve
taken you from my call to the ministry and
attending seminary through the call to south
Louisiana and then the Panama City area as
Pastor.

WORSHIP SERVICES
May 11, 2014
4th SUNDAY OF EASTER
Blessing of Prayer Shawls
Jim Montgomery, preaching
Beth Bachtold, 8:00 lay leader
Cindy Wene, 10:30 lay leader
Baptism
Arrissa Hale
Flowers
The flowers this Sunday are given
in loving memory of
Mr. and Mrs. Elmer C. Goeddel and
Mr. and Mrs. Gordon Jones by
Dale and Liz Jones and family.
May Ushers
Myung Kim, captain
Dan Austin
Bob Bullock
Joli Cirks
Carol Ferry
Jim May
Pat Smallwood
David Williams
Mike Zia-sub
Worship Aids
Children’s bulletins, large-print Bibles
and hymnals, as well as hearing
amplifiers, are available for use
during worship. Ask any usher.

Men’s Bible Study
The 7 a.m. every
Thursday morning
Bible study welcome
all men to join them as they
are continuing to study the
New Testament.
Paul, René, Charles,
Dick, Ray & George

1ST PRES STRING BAND
PRACTICE
Every Wednesday at 5:00PM – All
levels welcome. Call Doug at 5211314.

AVAILABLE
FLOWER
DATES:
July 27 &
August 17
Purchase Sunday flowers in
memory of your loved ones429-4195 or
fpdec@comcast.net.

Whereas we were in Amite, Louisiana, for “3 ½ long years,” we settled
down in Lynn Haven, Florida, and were there for “nine wonderful
years.” The time came, however, for another move. The church had
grown [it’s not difficult to do in Florida]; I was looking forward to
adding a Christian educator to our church’s small staff of a secretary and
part-time organist. The little church, though, was not ready for that; so I
wrote out my “Personal Information Form” [affectionately known as a
“PIF”] and sent it to Louisville where it was then dispersed to churches
all over the country. I had said on the PIF that I was “open” to all areas
of the country.
I spoke with a church outside Atlanta, Georgia; they interviewed me,
even came down to hear me preach. But in my follow-up interview in
Snellville, as soon as I brought up the word ‘liberal,’ I saw their wall
being built with “good-bye” in their eyes.
A few other churches attracted me, including one in Lawrence, Kansas,
where the University of Kansas is, which had the great tradition of
exceptional college basketball. We fell in love with the area when we
went there.
At the same time, a church from Decatur, Illinois, had received my PIF.
The Search Committee was intrigued. Their Chairperson, Jan
Mandernach, set up a conference call with me and the rest of the
committee. I was pestered with questions; I could tell each one had
been given a question to ask. I also noticed a lot of laughter in the
background. It sounded like they were having fun.
Our phone conversation went well enough that we decided we would
meet each other. I flew to St. Louis and was met there by Jan and Susie
Marshall. We toured the corn and soy bean fields of Illinois as we
journeyed back to Decatur.
It was September. We arrived in the evening. It was cold and damp;
there was a mist in the air. I met the entire crew; we went into the
Chapel where I led a full-fledged Memorial Service with hymns and
prayers and a homily. It was a service I had done only a month earlier.
Why in the world did they want me to preach a memorial service
sermon? Everyone else wanted to hear a Sunday morning sermon. But
then, these were very special people who made up a quite unique Pulpit
Nominating Committee.
The committee wanted to pursue me and looked forward to when they
might come south to hear me preach, experience my relationship with
the congregation and meet my family. Three of them, I believe it was
Jan, Susie and Connie Newtson, who came.
Elysa was a bit worried whether they would like her or not. I KNEW that
if they liked me even a little bit – which apparently they did – they
would LOVE her and our three busy, active kids. Of course, I was right.
Elysa and I took them to Panama City Beach where they could put their
feet in the white sand and their toes in the Gulf and understand why it
might be rather difficult for anyone to move from the Florida panhandle
to central Illinois.
That, however, did not stop them from going forward, and over the
Thanksgiving holidays, Elysa and I were both invited back to Decatur.
I’m out of room again with more to tell…so I’ll be back in this space
with more of my family and my journey to the north. I would soon have
to make a choice between cities and churches.
I look forward to seeing you in worship and in service,
Jim

CHILDREN CAN GET INVOLVED
Hello - Margi Nicholson and
I are making an effort
to include families that
have children ages 6
weeks-12 yrs. and are a
part of First Pres. We have
sent out a letter to each family with
directions to bring in their child's hand
tracing on the paper we enclosed. It will
be used in a mural of flowers to be
presented to both Jim and Elysa on the
day of the reception (May 18). If the
enclosed paper is not used and the
children are present during church school,
we will gladly trace them for them. If they
should bring in any to the office, please
place those in either my parish visitors’
box or Margi's children’s ministry box in
the Friendship room library. The project
should be assembled by Sunday
morning, May 18th. Thank you,
Kathy Beube

Montreat Youth Conference
“Rooted & Reaching”
The youth are registered at Montreat for Week 5
(July 20-26), staying in Howerton. The group will
leave Decatur on Saturday, July 19,
traveling to Knoxville, TN, where they will be
staying at the Best Western Plus Strawberry Inn &
Suites. The cost is $400.00 per youth which
includes transportation, hotel, conference fee,
housing and meals at Montreat. The payment
schedule is as follows: $100 by Thurs., May 15,
$150 by June 15 and $150 by July 15; if you need
other payment arrangements, please talk to Ann
Elder or Brenda Aymer. Note: the first payment of
$100 will be non-refundable because that would be
non-refundable from Montreat. Craig Mandernach
and Kathy Beube will be your adult advisors.
These youth have expressed interest in attending:
Brett Eisenhauer, Olivia Bachtold, Kendall
Eisenhauer, Clara Ash, Dalton Guadagno and
Ashley Page. There are a couple of spots still
open. If you have any questions, please feel free to
call or text Brenda Aymer at 217-791-0493.

ORPHANAGE
COLLECTION
The Peacemaking committee is collecting items for
the children at By Grace Orphanage in Nairobi,
Kenya. There is a collection box in the library. The
items that are needed are: children's gummy
vitamins, new pens and pencils, band aids, gauze
pads, gauze, tape for gauze, and antibiotic lotion.
Also if someone has been corresponding with a
child at By Grace or is a sponsor, letters for the
children can be dropped in the collection box. The
items will be picked up on May 18th. Thanks for
your support for the children at By Grace.

SAYING GOODBYE TO OUR PASTOR…

On behalf of Session and the
Board of Deacons, we invite you to attend a
farewell reception for Pastor Jim Montgomery
and his wife Elysa, at 11:30 a.m., Sunday,
May 18, in the dining room. This follows Jim’s
last Sunday worship service as our pastor.
The church staff and officers will coordinate the
following opportunities to share your memories,
good thoughts and best wishes:
You may pick up a blank “Memory Page” in
the Gathering Room or church office and
complete the page by expressing your
appreciation and memories in your own
unique way. Memory Pages should be
returned to the church by May 12.
You may send cards or notes to the church
office, marked “Montgomery Reception”.
Of course, you may bring your own card, note
or gift to the reception on May 18.
Please put the date on your calendar, and join
us.
Sincerely,
Beth Bachtold, Clerk of Session
Susan Moore, Moderator, Board of Deacons

…AND TO OUR NEWSONG LEADER
RECEPTION
FOR CYNDY ASH
SUNDAY, MAY 25, 2014
The DEACONS will provide an opportunity on
Sunday, May 25, to greet Cyndy Ash and
thank her for five years as our New
Song@Nine(15) Worship Leader. Cyndy will be
preaching at all three services which will also
be her last day as the Worship Leader. Please
drop by the Gathering Room between services
to enjoy cake, bring cards and wish her well as
she moves on in her ordination process.

Fair Trade Spring Sale
Through May
All Coffee: $5 / Bag
Olive Oil: $11/ Bottle
Oil/Herb Combo: $15
Geobars: $3/ Box, $.50/ Bar
Chocolate Minis: $1.00/ Bag

