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8:00 a.m. Worship Service – Chapel
2nd SUNDAY OF EASTER
9:00 a.m. Christian Education Hour
9:15 a.m. NewSong Worship Service – Chapel
10:15 a.m. Chapel Class
10:30 a.m. Worship Service – Sanctuary
10:30 a.m. Children’s Church Class
First Presbyterian Vision and Mission Statements
VISION: As faithful followers of Jesus Christ, we seek to be an open, caring, compassionate congregation,
and to bring about positive changes in our community and world.
MISSION: We celebrate, explore, and demonstrate our Christian faith in loving service.
STRATEGIC PRIORITIES: 1) Continue to be an active community-oriented congregation; 2) Develop a passion for
discipleship and advocacy; 3) Celebrate unity of purpose with diversity in action.

What’s New to Help You?
Saturday, April 26, 9-11 AM
First Presbyterian Church

Most of us resist the idea that we
will need help at home, or are unaware what
equipment or devices might make that care easier.
Home Medical Equipment can be used on a shortterm or long-term basis, and comes in many forms
from various sources. Do you have questions?
What would be helpful in my own situation?
Will I need an order from a health care provider?
What are the costs? And does insurance cover
equipment?
Where do I find equipment? Should I rent or
buy?
How will I learn how to use equipment or
devices?
Something as simple as a grab bar in the right place
or an elevated toilet seat can make life more
comfortable as well as much safer. It’s never too
soon to learn what is available, just in case!
Join The Health Ministry Team Saturday for good
information and tasty snacks, as Dave Smith from
Heckman Healthcare Service and Supplies answers
our questions.
Connie Requarth
Health Ministry Team

LAST SATURDAY OF THE MONTH
FEED THE HUNGRY – April 26
First United Methodist, 201 W. North St., needs
donations of desserts to feed the hungry for lunch at
noon this Saturday. You can deliver pies (no cream,
please), cakes or cookies from 9:30-11:30 to 201 W.
North St. They would also like to have serving
assistance for Dinner Downtown if you are free from
11:30 to 1:00.

Mission Sunday will be
MISSION SATURDAY
Saturday, April 26
8:00 a.m. to noon
We will be getting down
and dirty, helping with the
Sangamon River Cleanup
at the Rock Springs
Conservation Area!
Help make the river a safer
and more beautiful place
for people and wildlife alike. Dress to get dirty, and
bring your own gloves. (For ages 10 and up.)
Each person helping receives a coupon for FREE
lunch at the Festival of Spring event that day!
Please tell Terrie Boes or Bev Ritter as soon as
possible if you plan to help, as organized groups
must pre-register.
tess121664@aol.com
ritter.beverly@yahoo.com

BOX LUNCH
AND ENTERTAINMENT!
The Sanctuary Choir will host a
luncheon after the 10:30 a.m.
service THIS Sunday, April 27,
in the dining room.
Entertainment will include familiar
Blue Grass tunes by the String Band,
up-tempo pop songs by the Sanctuary
Choir and a musical surprise by the
handbells. SEE YOU ALL FOR A
GOOD TIME!

OUR CHURCH FAMILY

E-mail articles to:

PRAYER CONCERNS:
amcelder@comcast.net
Charlie Davidson
Esther Grissom is still at Hickory Point Christian
Village but has been moved to the Skilled Care
section in room # 114.
Cindy Wene’s mother, Judy Grieve, has been
diagnosed with stage 4 ovarian cancer -- she will soon
be undergoing extensive surgery, followed by
chemotherapy.
Our sympathy is extended to the Presbyterian church
in Jackson Hole, Wyoming, and to the family of one of
the team leaders whose body was found in Nicaragua.
Karen Colclough, 37, was on her second mission trip.
She checked out with her group before leaving for a
beach run after completing the week’s mission work,
but did not return to the group. A suspect is in custody.

Welcome To Our Newest First Pres. Members
Jim Kelly, a frequent
visitor, met with Session
to join First Pres. and was
baptized in April. A
retired special education
teacher, Jim enjoys
antiques and traveling.
He has family in the area:
a sister, Norma Hazelrigg,
and her husband, David.
Jim appreciates belonging
to a beautiful old church
that continues to stay
downtown serving the community.
Steven & Stephanie
Wilson Brown and their
daughters also joined the
church at a special April
Session meeting. Ava, 9,
and Lily, 4, were baptized
during the 10:30 worship
service. Steven is
studying Radiography at
Richland. Stephanie, a
daughter of Carol
Williams, grew up at First
Pres. and is a manager at
Walgreens. They hope to attend regularly, be
involved in Sunday School and volunteer at Good
Sam when they can.
We’re so glad you are now members of our church
family.
Please add these addresses to your new church
directory:
Jim Kelly
137 E. Maywood Ct.
Decatur, Illinois 62526
217-875-5525
Steven & Stephanie Wilson Brown
5 Ewing Place
Decatur, Illinois 62522
217-620-8503 (Steven’s cell)
217-520-6118 (Stephanie’s cell)
snw1976@yahoo.com (Stephanie’s email)

The Session has called a congregational
meeting on Sunday, May 4, 2014, for the
purpose of acting on the terms of dissolution
between the Rev. Dr. Jim Montgomery and the
congregation of First Presbyterian Church,
Decatur, IL.

VERY GOOD
April 27 SUNDAY GREETERS
Before Service
#1 Carol Derigo
#4 Jerry Atkins
#2 Yvonne Lewis
#5 Bob Bullock
#3 René and Helen Corcoran
Media Tech
Theresa Boes

Coffee & Fellowship
Pixie Fennessey

CHURCH SCHOOL HOUR
April 27, 2014
9:00 Present Word – Unit II, WHAT THE PROPHETS
FORETOLD, focuses on discussion of “From Suffering
to Glory”. Scripture readings are Isaiah 53:5-8; Luke
24:25-27, 44-47. Ray Landon leads the class in the
pastor’s office.
9:00 Everyday Issues – Kathy Beube will present a
DVD for the next two Sundays on “Forgiving Dr.
Mengele”. Kathy was part of a church group that
visited CANDLES recently.
9:00 Youth Class – Junior- and Senior-high class is
led by Chris Lawton.
9:00 and 10:30 Children’s Classes – Road to
Emmaus

Session Meeting Highlights
The Session met for its stated meeting on April
21, 2014. During the meeting, the Session
voted to approve the following
recommendations:
 that a special meeting of the congregation be
called for Sunday, May 4, 2014, following
the 10:30 service. The purpose of this
meeting is to amend the terms of
dissolution for Rev. Montgomery.
 that Jane Spires be named chairman of the
Nominating Committee.
 that Tamica Hatchett be hired as a second
nursery attendant.
 that the children’s Sunday school class will
not meet during the months of June, July
and August.
 that beginning in the fall, Sunday school
classes for children will be offered at one
class time instead of two.

CHURCH SURVEY UPDATE!
So far, we've had 80 CAT surveys turned in,
according to our Holy Cow! consulting firm.
Remember, you have until April 30 to complete
the survey; it takes about 20 or so minutes to
do. It's important we have YOUR input!
If you are having trouble logging onto the
website, please call the office at 429-4195.
Please be sure to click the "DONE" button on
the last page to submit your survey answers.
If you need a paper copy, contact Christl
Smalley at First Pres, phone 429-4195, or
contact her at fpdec@comcast.net. Don't forget
to allow time for this important church task. We
do value your response. Thanks

Pastor’s Perspective…on “Answering Yes”

WORSHIP SERVICES
April 27, 2014
2nd SUNDAY OF EASTER
Jim Montgomery, preaching
Mac Moore, 8:00 lay leader
Jan Devore, 10:30 lay leader
Flowers
The flowers this Sunday are given by
Charlie and Mary Ann Platt in loving
memory of their family members who
have passed.
April Ushers

Myung Kim, captain
Joli Cirks
Debbie and Ralph Czerwinski
Nancy and Tom Force
Ellen Noblitt-sub
Charlie Platt-sub
Trish Spinner
David Williams
Worship Aids
Children’s bulletins, large-print Bibles
and hymnals, as well as hearing
amplifiers, are available for use
during worship. Ask any usher.

Men’s Bible Study
The 7 a.m. every
Thursday morning
Bible study welcome
all men to join them as they
are continuing to study the
New Testament.
Paul, René, Charles,
Dick, Ray & George

1ST PRES STRING BAND
PRACTICE
Every Wednesday at 5:00PM – All
levels welcome. Call Doug at 5211314.

As my retirement date from pastoral ministry with
you draws closer, the question of vocation, of “how I became a
minister” keeps coming up. Folks are interested (they seem interested,
anyway) in how and why I became a pastor.
Born and raised in a (southern) Presbyterian church, some might say I
was ‘predestined,’ that I ‘never really had a choice.’ And I would not
disagree with them. This made my call to the ministry much more
similar to Timothy than to Paul’s. Both accounts are in the New
Testament. Paul, you will remember, had a startling conversion “on the
road to Damascus” when he was struck blind and Jesus appeared,
saying, “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me?” Paul had a distinct
“change of heart,” “change of mind,” which is what the word
‘repentance’ originally meant.
Timothy grew up in the faith. In his letter to Timothy, Paul says, “I am
reminded of your sincere faith, a faith that lived first in your
grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice and now, I am sure, lives in
you.” In my life, Lois was Lindy; Eunice was my mother, Margaret.
And Timothy? That would be me. Timothy is Jim; Jim is Timothy.
Other eyes I am sure saw my progression toward the ministry better than
I. In the 4th grade play, I was “the minister” who married John Rolfe to
Pocahontas. Following my 8th grade year, when all I wanted to do was
play basketball, I “had to” go to church camp; what made it worse, so I
thought at the time, was it would be a “work camp.” I would go to our
Presbytery’s camp and from there, set out with four girls and three other
guys, and two counselors, to a church in Appalachia. There we sanded
down and painted a dining room /recreation hall and helped get a youth
group started there. My “aha” moment was when I learned that it was
rewarding and could even be fun, helping people with others.
After high school, I went to a Presbyterian school outside Charlotte, NC.
Davidson College was known at the time for being a great basketball
school; as a side note, I knew that many alumni became doctors and
lawyers, teachers and ministers.
Graduating from Davidson left me tired of school, so I worked in a
minimum security unit as their Program Supervisor for two years.
During that time I married and began to experience and learn firsthand
what ‘grace’ is from Elysa. She knew before I did that I should apply to
Seminary, and so I did. I only applied to one; if I didn’t get in, I’d do
something else. I got in.
The seminary was Union Theological Seminary (now called Union
Presbyterian Seminary). It was across the street from where my Mom
worked as Director of Enlistment at PSCE (the Presbyterian School of
Christian Education) and, literally, across the street from our house. I
would be in my backyard.

AVAILABLE
FLOWER
DATES:
July 27 &
August 17
Purchase Sunday flowers in
memory of your loved ones429-4195 or
fpdec@comcast.net.

As luck would have it (or God?), Mom and Dad moved to Atlanta two
weeks before I entered seminary there in Richmond, Virginia. Headed
to Union, I knew I had several options opened to me when I graduated: I
could teach; I could counsel; I could become a chaplain in a hospital or
prison unit; or, and I knew this, I could be one of the 90% who would
become an ordained pastor. . . . and that was all right with me.
“The rest,” as they say, “is history,” and I will continue my reminiscing
and history lesson in this space next week.
I look forward to seeing you in worship and in service,
Jim

THINKING OF OUR PASTOR…

On behalf of Session and the
Board of Deacons, we invite you to attend a
farewell reception for Pastor Jim Montgomery
and his wife, Elysa, following the 10:30 a.m.
service Sunday, May 18, in the dining room.
This follows Jim’s last Sunday worship service
as our pastor.
The church staff and officers will coordinate the
following opportunities to share your memories,
good thoughts and best wishes:
You may pick up a blank “Memory Page” in
the Gathering Room or church office and
complete the page by expressing your
appreciation and memories in your own
unique way. Memory Pages should be
returned to the church by May 12.
You may send cards or notes to the church
office.
Of course, you may bring your own card, note
or gift to the reception on May 18.
Please put the date on your calendar, and join
us.
Sincerely,
Beth Bachtold, Clerk of Session
Susan Moore, Moderator, Board of Deacons

…AND OUR NEWSONG LEADER
RECEPTION
FOR CYNDY ASH
SUNDAY, MAY 25, 2014
The DEACONS will provide an opportunity on
Sunday, May 25, to greet Cyndy Ash and
thank her for five years as our New
Song@Nine(15) Worship Leader. Cyndy will be
preaching at all three services which will also
be her last day as the Worship Leader. Please
drop by the Gathering Room between services
to enjoy cake, bring cards and wish her well as
she moves on in her ordination process.

CHURCH DIRECTORIES
We still have a few extra church directories in the
office.
See Cathy Force on Sunday, or come to the church
office during the week.
Thanks,
Evangelism/Membership Team

WOMEN’S NIGHT OUT

Thurs., April 24, 2014
@ the airport
5:30 p.m. - R.S.VP. 429-4195

Reyman Recital on Saturday
April 26, 2:00 p.m.
First Congregational Church
3465 N. MacArthur Rd.
Margi Nicholson’s son Chris Reyman will perform
music that he has recently composed and recorded,
including renditions of Amazing Grace and the Billie
Holiday song, God Bless’ the Child.
Chris teaches a wide range of music courses at
Millikin University and at the Community Center for
the Arts in Urbana. He is a highly versatile pianist
and accordionist and is an accomplished composer.
Chris earned a Doctorate of Musical Arts and a
Masters of Music from the University of Illinois.
A reception follows in the Fellowship Hall.

Fair Trade Spring Sale
All Coffee: $5 / Bag
Olive Oil: $11/ Bottle
Oil/Herb Combo: $15
Geobars: $3/ Box, $.50/ Bar
Chocolate Minis: $1.00/ Bag

JUST FLICKS is taking suggestions
for the 2014-2015 season. If you have a film
you'd like us to consider, please send an email
to spannaus@ameritech.net. Put "Just Flicks"
in the subject line, and please summarize the
film in a few sentences. Thank you!

EARTH DAY 2014
Help the environment by collecting aluminum beverage
cans for Dove’s Community Recycling Center at 130
W. Cerro Gordo. On two special days only (Friday,
April 25 and Saturday, April 26), you will receive 50
cents per pound for your cans, from 8:00 to noon.
Dove receives the value of these cans to meet their
needs that their grants do not cover. You may also
donate the value of the cans to another charitable
organization of your choice and they will send a
check to them, or you can keep the money.
The center’s regular hours are Thursdays, noon to
5:00 p.m. and Fridays and Saturdays, 8:00 a.m. to
noon.

