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April 17, 2014
7:00 p.m. Maundy Thursday Service
April 18, 2014
Noon
Office Closed
April 20, 2014
8:00 a.m. Worship Service – Chapel
EASTER SUNDAY
9:00 a.m. Christian Education Hour
9:15 a.m. NewSong Worship Service – Chapel
10:15 a.m. Chapel Class
10:30 a.m. Worship Service – Sanctuary
10:30 a.m. Children’s Church Class
April 21, 2014
Office Closed
First Presbyterian Vision and Mission Statements
VISION: As faithful followers of Jesus Christ, we seek to be an open, caring, compassionate congregation,
and to bring about positive changes in our community and world.
MISSION: We celebrate, explore, and demonstrate our Christian faith in loving service.
STRATEGIC PRIORITIES: 1) Continue to be an active community-oriented congregation; 2) Develop a passion for
discipleship and advocacy; 3) Celebrate unity of purpose with diversity in action.

HORIZONS BIBLE STUDY
The new Horizons Bible Study is a
contemporary study of II Corinthians titled
“RECONCILING PAUL”.
We will convene Monday, April 21 at 1:30
in the Gathering Room. Study guides are
available in the office for $9 each. The
study’s author recommends reading First
Corinthians as a preview for the first
lesson’s discussion about Paul.
All women are welcome. If there is enough interest in
forming an evening group as well, that could be arranged.
Please let the office know – 429-4195.

LUNCH BUNCH ON APRIL 17, 2014
“THE TEACHER WHO COULDN’T READ”

On Thursday, April 17, René
Corcoran, who volunteers in
the Decatur Public Library’s
Audio-Visual Room and the
Local History Room, will review
this amazing autobiography by
John Corcoran (no relation)
who somehow found a way to
fool his elementary, high
school and college teachers into believing he
could read, then become a high school teacher
and successful businessman.
Our caterer, Roni Beasley, will bring us
spaghetti, tossed salad, garlic bread & cookies.
Persons of all ages are always welcome
to join in the fun, starting with conversation at
10:30 a.m.

Holy Week
4/17 Maundy Thursday service
7:00 p.m
4/18 Good Friday
Office closes at noon
4/20 Easter services
8:00, 9:15 & 10:30 a.m.
One Great Hour of Sharing Offering

FORGET YOUR TROUBLES,
COME ON,
GET HAPPY!
The Sanctuary Choir will host a
luncheon after the 10:30 a.m. service on Sunday, April
27, in the dining room.
Entertainment will include familiar Blue Grass
tunes by the String Band, up-tempo pop songs
by the Sanctuary Choir and a musical surprise by the
handbells.
Please make your reservations now by filling out the
reservation form in the Sunday Bulletin or calling the
church office 429-4195. A box lunch, including drink,
will be $5.00. Forgetting Your Troubles and Getting
Happy, priceless!! You can pay at the luncheon, but
we need your reservations by this coming Sunday,
April 20. Guests are welcome!

Fair Trade Spring Sale
All Coffee: $5 / Bag
Olive Oil: $11/ Bottle
Oil/Herb Combo: $15
Geobars: $3/ Box, $.50/ Bar
Chocolate Minis: $1.00/ Bag

OUR CHURCH FAMILY

E-mail articles to:
amcelder@comcast.net

PRAYER CONCERNS:
Miley Palmer is home from the hospital in VA.
Jim Bondurant had triple bypass surgery in the
hospital in Florida on April 1. He and Kathi won’t be
home for another 4-6 weeks. Cards may be mailed to
their Florida address:
James Bondurant
315 Andros Dr.
Sarasota, FL 34233
Charlie Davidson is back at Imboden Creek.
Cindy Wene’s mother, Judy Grieve, has been
diagnosed with stage 4 ovarian cancer -- she will soon
be undergoing extensive surgery, followed by
chemotherapy.

CHURCH SCHOOL HOUR
April 20, 2014
9:00 Present Word – Unit II, WHAT THE PROPHETS
FORETOLD, focuses on discussion of “The Third
Day”. Scripture readings are Hosea 6:1-3 and Luke
24:1-12. Ray Landon leads the class in the pastor’s
office.
9:00 Everyday Issues – An 8-week video series
wraps up on the Gospel of Matthew. This Sunday we
cover Chapter 26:47 - 28:20.
9:00 Youth Class – Junior- and Senior-high class is
led by Chris Lawton.
9:00 and 10:30 Children’s Classes – Easter

JUST FLICKS is taking suggestions for

THANK YOU
Dear Friends at First Presbyterian Church,
Thank you for your grant donations to the MAX program
(Mission)! We could not help people without your donations.
Thank you,
Pastor Shane
Dear Dove Member Church,
We want to thank you for your contribution. Your
continued support makes a difference and will
enable Dove to continue helping those in need right
here in our community.
Thank you,
James Walters, Executive Director
First Presbyterian Church
The Board of Directors, staff and patrons of The Good
Samaritan Inn wish to thank you for your generous
contribution. Your support provides the funds to purchase
food, pay our operating expenses, and employ a staff that is
capable of preparing and serving excellent meals that are
nutritious and ample for our patrons. Without your
assistance, fulfillment of our mission on behalf of Jesus
Christ would not be possible.
Yours truly,
All the Volunteers and Staff of The Good Samaritan Inn
Thanks to the Administration, Children's
Ministry and Deacons for their
donations and help at the April 9th
Lenten supper: Beth Bachtold, Dianne
DeVore, Jean Gift, Margi Nicholson,
Jerry & Barbara Redford, Verlyn
Rosenberger, Donna Washburn and Brenda Aymer.

CONGRATULATIONS
Delaney Hoxworth Ward (6 lbs. 14 oz.) was joyously
welcomed into the family March 4, 2014, by proud
parents, Matt and Mary, and grandparents, Dick and
Mary Ward.
ZIP CODE CORRECTION
Kathleen Bell - 62501
Sunday’s Nursery Schedule – April 20
8:45-10:15am– Angela Schultz & Tamica Hatchett
10:15-11:45am– Angela Schultz & Tamica Hatchett
2 People are required in the nursery.

the 2014-2015 season. If you have a film you'd
like us to consider, please send an email to
spannaus@ameritech.net. Put "Just Flicks" in
the subject line, and please summarize the film
in a few sentences. Thank you!

WOMEN’S NIGHT OUT

Thurs., April 24, 2014
@ the airport
5:30 p.m. - R.S.VP. 429-4195
CHURCH DIRECTORIES
We still have a few extra church
directories in the office.
See Cathy Force on Sunday, or
come to the church office during the
week.
Thanks,
Evangelism/Membership Team

WHAT’S NEW TO HELP YOU?
Saturday, April 26, from 9 to 11AM
First Presbyterian Church
The Health Ministry Team is sponsoring a spring
program with the opportunity for all of us to find out
about many types of medical devices and CPAP
machines.
Dave Smith from Heckman’s is coming with many
new, common, or not-so-common medical devices
for you to learn about, check out, and discover ways
to make your life or someone else’s life easier and
safer. This is good information for everyone, as we
never know when it might be needed and helpful.

VERY GOOD
April 20 SUNDAY GREETERS
Before Service
#1 Marty Grohne
#4 Walt and Denise Lohmann
#2 Steve Campbell
#5 Pat Smallwood
#3 Nita Dale and Richard Harned

Let me know if there is any specific medical device
you would like to have included. This is a good
chance to understand your options and the pros and
cons of various models.

Media Tech
Fred Spannaus

Phyllis, Parish Nurse

Coffee & Fellowship
Volunteer

Join us on Saturday, April 26.

Pastor’s Perspective . . . on Leaving and Grieving

WORSHIP SERVICES
April 20, 2014
RESURRECTION OF THE LORD
EASTER SUNDAY
ONE GREAT HOUR OFFERING
Jim Montgomery, preaching
Jerry Atkins, 8:00 lay leader
Beth Bachtold, 10:30 lay leader
Easter Flowers
The lilies this Sunday are given by
our members in memory
of their loved ones.
April Ushers
Myung Kim, captain
Joli Cirks
Debbie and Ralph Czerwinski
Nancy and Tom Force
Ellen Noblitt-sub
Charlie Platt-sub
Trish Spinner
David Williams
Worship Aids
Children’s bulletins, large-print Bibles
and hymnals, as well as hearing
amplifiers, are available for use
during worship. Ask any usher.

Men’s Bible Study
The 7 a.m. every
Thursday morning
Bible study welcome all men
to join them as they are
continuing to study the New
Testament.
Paul, René, Charles,
Dick, Ray & George

1ST PRES STRING BAND
PRACTICE
Every Wednesday at 5:00PM – All
levels welcome. Call Doug at 5211314.

PLAN OUR FUTURE
Please fill out the church survey
online as instructed by your
letter. If you prefer a paper copy,
please call the church office. It is
anonymous.

AVAILABLE
FLOWER
DATES:
July 13 & 27
Purchase Sunday flowers in
memory of your loved ones429-4195 or
fpdec@comcast.net.

Making the decision that I would be leaving “First
Pres” after being your pastor for 23 years (and 1½
months, but who’s counting?) was not an easy one to
make. Twenty-four years ago when the Pulpit
Nominating Committee and I were getting to know
each other, I was asked, “Jim, how do you wish to be remembered?”
Whew! What a question, and a good one at that. I pondered for a moment
or two, and then said, “I suppose I would like to be remembered as a lover
. . . a lover of the congregation and people outside the walls of this
church.” Given the unfaithfulness of so many pastors and priests, I knew
that could have been taken the wrong way. I’m pleased that the
committee seemed to understand that was certainly not what I meant.
As your “Minister of Word and Sacrament,” or to use what our Book of
Order prefers, your “Teaching Elder,” my goal has been, and still is, to be
“a faithful pastor, a faithful husband, and a good father.” I like to believe
I have come pretty close.
This is the third time I’ve said goodbye to a congregation. I should know
how to do it by now, but I’m still overwhelmed by the emotional
awkwardness of the “breakup.” I hope you can understand that I am
actually pleased that you are sad, and some of you even angry, because it
means I have meant something to you.
You need to know the same feelings have come, and even overcome me. I
am “wonderfully sad” and even a good bit angry that it’s time for me to
give up this pastorate of a church, a congregation, that has been and is and
I know will continue to be open, inclusive, and deeply caring, not to
mention passionate about social justice and making peace with everyone.
When Craig Barnes left Shadyside Presbyterian Church in Pittsburgh to
become the president of Princeton Theological Seminary, he said to his
congregation, “For everything there is a season, and this is the season for
weeping our way through goodbye.”
Having announced my decision to leave, there has been a good bit of
shock and sadness and dismay. For me it is a “wonderful sadness” that
you have. I would not want it any other way.
I continue to look forward to seeing you in worship and in service,
Jim
P.S. There have been quite a few questions being asked about “when.”
My last Sunday in the pulpit will be May 18th. I will “hang around” the
next week.
My plans are to moderate one more Session meeting the following day, on
May 19th, and then continue and finish the task of clearing out and
cleaning up my office. After that week, I will be “hanging around” no
longer. I will continue to have many friends in the congregation I love;
but I will no longer be able to be your “pastor.”

One Great Hour of Sharing Offering
Your generous gifts to this Special Offering will help provide
relief to those affected by natural disasters (Presbyterian
Disaster Assistance), provide food to the hungry (Presbyterian
Hunger Program, and assist in helping to empower the poor and
oppressed (Self-Development of People).
The Presbyterian Hunger Program receives 36 percent of
undesignated gifts, while Self-Development of People and
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance each receives 32 percent.
Sharing brings joy; please give generously on this joyous day of
Easter.

CANDLES HOLOCAUST MUSEUM

Maundy Thursday will be
observed by Christians this coming
Thursday before Easter. "Holy
Thursday," as it is also commonly
known, marks the Last Supper of Jesus
Christ with his apostles prior to his
betrayal, trial and crucifixion as
portrayed in the Christian gospels.
Maundy Thursday takes on a solemn tone and focuses
on two primary rituals that are portrayed in the biblical
accounts of the Last Supper.
The name "Maundy Thursday" is derived from the
Latin word mandatum meaning "commandment." The
primary commandment of Jesus' message is found in
the story of the Last Supper when Jesus humbles
himself to wash the feet of his apostles prior to the
traditional Passover meal. He then commands them to
"Love one another as I have loved you" (John 13:34). In
observance of this commandment, the act of feetwashing is often performed by clergy as part of Maundy
Thursday church services.

A group from First Pres enjoyed a beautiful
warm Saturday traveling to Terre Haute,
Indiana to meet Eva Kor, a surviving twin from
Auschwitz during the Holocaust. Her struggles
and story touched us all as did her optimism
and humor after surviving such atrocities. The
photos and exhibits gave even more validity to
that historical period. It’s amazing that Eva,
now 80 years old, continues to touch and teach
so many people that it is possible to forgive but
never forget!
Mike and I were not only impressed with
Eva's strong will and compassion for the
victims of hate crimes, but for the young
people of our world. She spoke for nearly 90
minutes, and afterwards continued to give an
intimate interview with a group of young
people. Eva also travels and speaks wherever
she can, spreading the message of hope and
forgiveness.
I believe that is the gift that God has given
to Eva to share with us all.
Kathy and Mike Beube
I was so impressed how Eva Kor got the
young attendees at her lecture involved
with the story of the Holocaust. The next
generation must be informed.
Thanks again for the good company and
the privilege of being part of the trip.
Betty Zeaman
Eva Kor is a person I will never forget
meeting. WOW-what a Wise Overachieving
Women she is. She has used her past to make
the present and future better, not only for
herself, but for others. I was so impressed by
the way she related to the teen visitors.
She talked to them about being bullied and
who better would know what that is like! Eva
can proclaim the power of forgiveness
because she lives it.
Connie May
“The only thing necessary for the triumph of evil
is for good people to do nothing.”

The other important Christian ritual to come out of the
Last Supper story is that of the Eucharist or Holy
Communion. Christians take communion to replicate
Jesus' giving of bread and wine to his apostles during
their final meal together. Many denominations also
incorporate a special communion into the Maundy
Thursday liturgy.
Office of Theology and Worship

Reyman Recital on Saturday
April 26, 2:00 p.m.
First Congregational Church
3465 N. MacArthur Rd.
Margi Nicholson’s son Chris Reyman will perform
music that he has recently composed and recorded,
including renditions of Amazing Grace and the Billie
Holiday song, God Bless’ the Child.
Chris teaches a wide range of music courses at
Millikin University and at the Community Center for
the Arts in Urbana. He is a highly versatile pianist
and accordionist and is an accomplished composer.
Chris earned a Doctorate of Musical Arts and a
Masters of Music from the University of Illinois.
A reception follows in the Fellowship Hall.

Mission Sunday will be
MISSION SATURDAY
this month!
Saturday, April 26
8:00 a.m. to noon
We will be getting down and
dirty, helping with the Sangamon
River Cleanup at the Rock
Springs Conservation Area!
Please tell Terrie Boes or Bev
Ritter ASAP, as organized
groups must pre-register. tess121664@aol.com;
or ritter.beverly@yahoo.com – FREE LUNCH
coupon

