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November 9, 2014                                                  8:00 a.m.     Worship Service – Chapel 
22nd SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST                     9:00 a.m.     Christian Education Hour  
                                                                                9:15 a.m.     NewSong Worship Service – Chapel 
                                                                              10:15 a.m.     Chapel Class 

                                                                         10:30 a.m.      Worship Service – Sanctuary; Children’s Church School – LL 
First Presbyterian Vision and Mission Statements 

VISION: As faithful followers of Jesus Christ, we seek to be an open, caring, compassionate congregation,  
    and to bring about positive changes in our community and world. 

MISSION:  We celebrate, explore, and demonstrate our Christian faith in loving service. 
STRATEGIC PRIORITIES:  1) Continue to be an active community-oriented congregation; 2) Develop a passion for  
                                                  discipleship and advocacy; 3) Celebrate unity of purpose with diversity in action.
 

 
 

JUST FLICKS NOVEMBER 9 

 A Small Act just might 
have the most misleading title of the Just Flicks 
season. This 2010 film actually captures a huge act 
of generosity that was multiplied many times over.  
 
The story line is intriguing: A Kenyan man’s life was 
forever altered when a Swedish stranger sponsored 
his education. Hilde Back supported Chris Mburu as 
a young, rural Kenyan student. She never thought 
she’d hear from him. After he graduated from 
Harvard and became a UN human rights lawyer, 
Mburu met the stranger that changed his life. Paying 
it forward, he founded his own scholarship program 
and named it for Hilde Back. 
 
The film garnered critical raves.  Here are two of 
them: 
 

"A Small Act" would have been a pretty good 
documentary even if things had merely gone the 
way the filmmakers probably envisioned at the 
start of the project. But when unforeseen 
developments rewrote the script, as it were, the 
film took on a depth that made it all the more 
remarkable… The film couldn't be more heartening 
– yes, individual actions do make a difference. But 
it's bittersweet as well. 

Neil Genzlinger, New York Times 
  

 Well made, powerfully moving and genuinely 
inspirational documentary that shows the 
astonishing ripple effect of an act of charity. 

Matthew Turner, ViewLondon 
 
The film will begin at 6 p.m. on Sunday, November 9, 
at Central Christian Church. Pixie Fennessey and 
Craig Mandernach will lead the discussion. Pixie is 
a professor at Millikin and Richland, and she has 
firsthand knowledge of Kenya: Twice each year she 
travels to Nairobi to volunteer at Stand Up for Grace 
Orphanage. Craig is a Just Flicks vet who always 
regales us with little-known facts and pithy insights. 
 
Great refreshments will be ready for you.  
Hope to see you there! 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FEARLESS GIVING 
Giving is our response to the generosity that we have 
received from God.  We are to give of ourselves and 
the resources that we have.  We are to give fearlessly 
and freely and not with an attitude of scarcity. 
In the midst of economic and life uncertainties, it can 
be tempting to permit fear to control and influence the 
use of resources that we have.  Such fear can lead 
some of us to believe that we must hold on to our 
resources.  This attitude and mindset can and will 
lead to stress, uncertainty, and a distorted view of 
God. 
The annual stewardship campaign at First Pres 
provides the occasion for us to respond to our God 
who has given and continues to give so much to us 
through Jesus Christ.  It is an opportunity for us to 
discover that giving is about a way of life, an 
abundant life that is not just focused on finances. 
Although the annual stewardship campaign provides 
financial support for the ministry-related needs 
identified by our congregation, it also serves as an 
opportunity for followers of Jesus Christ to gauge our 
level of response to our generous God.  The 
campaign reveals whether we are living abundant and 
fearless lives or fear-filled ones.  Our giving 
demonstrates the depth of our love of God and our 
trust in God.   
As we prayerfully prepare for Commitment Sunday, 
November 9th, let us remember that the level or 
amount of our financial commitment expresses our 
belief that God is a generous God who “is able to do 
more than we can ask or imagine” (Eph. 3:20).  
 

Adapted from an article by the Rev. Michelle Cobb in materials published by the 

Ecumenical Stewardship Center.  
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OUR CHURCH FAMILY 
PRAYER CONCERNS:   
  Cindy Wene’s mother, Judy Grieve  
  John Meyer is home in hospice care. 
  Charlie Davidson is at Fair Havens Christian in 
room 404. 
  Connie Landon continues receiving chemotherapy. 
  Lori Jensen is home after having knee surgery on 
her right side on October 30.   
  Trish Spinner's mother, Virginia Winn, broke her 
hip November 3 and is scheduled for surgery 
November 4 at Decatur Memorial Hospital. 
 Judy Steele’s mother, Jean Peak, has moved to 
Imboden Creek #14. 
 
  Our sympathy is extended to the family of Theresa 
Boes whose sister Sandra White died Monday, 
November 3, 2014. A family graveside service is 
planned for Saturday, November 8, at 12:30 at the 
Mansfield, IL cemetery.   
 

In Memoriam  
 

Sandra White 
March 12, 1957 – November 3, 2014  

 
Uphold us now, O Lord, as we entrust her to your 

boundless love and eternal care. 
 
NEW ADDRESS 
Ken & Lorraine French 
2545 Twin Oaks Ct., #145 
Decatur, IL 62526 
Ph. 217-872-6797 
 
RETIREMENT INVITATION TO ALL 
There will be an open house on November 16, 2014 from 
2:00 P.M. to 4:00 P.M. in the Pana United in Faith 
Fellowship Hall to celebrate the retirement of Pastor 
Marilyn Rauch.  All are welcome to join in the 
celebration.  The church is located at 609 Fairgrounds 
Rd. in Pana, IL. 

 
 

GOOD SAMARITAN INN – November 6, 2014 
Volunteers from First Presbyterian Church 
prepare and serve at Good Sam.  Hours are 9-1 
p.m. If you are free, come to 920 N. Union Street. 
 

 

WOMEN’S 
NIGHT 
OUT 

 
RSVP Thurs., November 20, 2014, 5:30pm 

Lock Stock & Barrel 
 
 

Webster-Cantrell Hall’s 
Holiday Tabletop Showcase 

Thursday, November 13, 2014 
11:00-6:00 P.M. 

Knights of Columbus Hall, 520 E. North 
Tickets $7 advance; $10 door (Haines & Essicks) 

Information – 423-6961, ext. 189 
 

Deacons Meeting 
SUNDAY, November 9, 2014  
11:45 A.M., Dining Room  

 
 

VERY GOOD   
November 9 SUNDAY GREETERS 
Before Service  
#1 Volunteer                        #4 Charlie and Mary Ann Platt  
#2 Jody Hantel                    #5 Chuck Boes 
#3 Volunteer 
Computer Tech                            Coffee & Fellowship 
Norm Jensen                                  Volunteer 
Webwatcher & Media Tech  
Theresa Boes  
November Church School Teacher 
Cindy Wene 
 

CHURCH SCHOOL HOUR 
                                         November 9, 2014 

9:00 Everyday Issues – View Part two of the 
movie “Masada” starring Peter O’Toole and Peter 
Strauss.  This is the story of the Jewish rebellion of 
year 70 A.D., the destruction of Jerusalem, and the 
fate of the few Jewish rebels at Fortress Masada.  
The film will run for 45 minutes prior to comments, 
questions, and answers - and will continue on 
November 16. 
9:00 Present Word Bible Study:  Main floor 
Pastor’s study – Ray Landon leads the weekly Bible 
study. Unit III, VISIONS OF GRANDEUR, will focus 
on “The Altar, A Sign of Hope” – Ezekiel 43:13-21. 
9:00 Youth Class: LL Youth Room- Junior- and 
Senior-high class is led by Chris Lawton.  
10:15 a.m. Chapel Conversation Class - This is a 
discussion group about the day’s scriptures and 
sermon in the chapel. Cindy Wene is discussion 
leader. 
10:30 a.m. Children’s Church School: Lower Level  
 
PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 
 

For the holidays, the “Labor 
of Love” Prayer Shawl 
ministry will meet monthly 
on the 2nd Wednesdays from 
10:00-11:30 A.M. (or 
whenever you need to leave). 

We begin with a devotion, updates on 
members/concerns and chit-chat as we knit or 
crochet.  Drop in anytime November 12. 

 
Prayer Chain Ministry 

The Prayer Chain Ministry offers a more confidential 
method of support to those in our church family who are 
less inclined to share personal difficulties with the entire 
congregation.  The ministry will add the specific prayer 
request to their daily prayers.  Requests may be given to 
Lori Jenson (lori.jensen1@comcast.net or 217-429-
3400), Yvonne Lewis (217-423-8727), the church office 
(217-429-4195 or fpdec@comcast.net) or any member of 
the Prayer Chain to request prayers.  Remember, these 
requests are kept confidential unless you request they be 
shared with the congregation.  
 
Members of the Prayer Chain Ministry include Joan 
Brown, Gayle Bruckner, Marty Cushman Carol 
Ferry, Jean Gift, Lori Jensen, Yvonne Lewis, Susie 
Marshall, Verlyn Rosenberger, Harriet Sadowski, 
Sue Weinstein and Joan Winick. 

E-mail concerns to:  
amcelder@comcast.net 



 
 
 
 
WORSHIP SERVICES 

November 9, 2014 
22nd SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

Rev. Miley Palmer, preaching 
Mac Moore, 8:00 a.m. lay leader 

Cindy Wene, 10:30 a.m. lay leader 
 

Sermon 
“Why Do We Give?” 

 
Scripture 

2 Corinthians 9:6-15 
 

Flowers 
The flowers this Sunday are in loving 

memory of Robert and Elizabeth Cushman. 
 

November Ushers 
Myung Kim, captain 

Dan Austin 
Bob Bullock 

Joli Cirks 
Carol Ferry-sub 

  Jim May 
Ellen Noblitt-sub  
Charlie Platt-sub 
Pat Smallwood 
David Williams 
Mike Zia-sub 

 
Worship Aids 

Children’s bulletins, large-print Bibles, and 
hearing amplifiers are available for use 

during worship. Ask any usher. 
 
 

AVAILABLE 
FLOWER 

DATE: 

Nov. 16 
Purchase 

Sunday flowers in memory of 
your loved ones- 429-4195 or 

fpdec@comcast.net. 
 
 

Men’s Bible Study 
The 7 a.m. every 
Thursday morning 

Bible study welcome all men 
to join them as they continue 
to study the New Testament. 

          Paul, René, Dick,  
          Ray & George 
 

 
1ST PRES STRING BAND 
PRACTICE 
Every Wednesday at 5:00PM 

– All levels welcome. Call Doug at   
   521-1314.  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

LUNCH BUNCH ON NOVEMBER 20  
HISTORY OF OUR STATES 
 
On Thursday, November 20, I have invited Teena Zindel-

McWilliams from Richland to review two historical novels, “How 
the States Got Their Shapes” and “Lost States.”   We’ll gather at 
10:30 and start our meeting at 10:45 in the chapel. 

Our caterer, Roni Beasley, will bring us a typical tasty 
lunch, always with dessert. Caroline Williams will present a 
devotional reading and Phyllis McPherron will bring us some more 
health tips.  Persons of all ages are always welcome to join in the 
fun, starting with conversation at 10:30 a.m.  If you aren’t on our 
regular calling list, please call the church office before Tuesday 
noon, November 18, to reserve a $6 lunch.  
Paul Rosenberger 
  

 
                All-Church Family 

Event  
 

Come together for Hanging of the Greens 
on Sunday, November 23.  We will decorate 
the church for Advent starting at 4 PM and 
then share a light supper in the Dining 
Room when we’re finished. Sign up in the 
Gathering Room or call the church office. 

ALL ARE WELCOME! 
 

 

Volunteers & Donations Needed  
for 

First Pres Holiday Open House Stop  

First Presbyterian Church will be 
the starting point for this year’s Heritage and Holly Tour 
November 28th and 29th.  Following our priority of being an 
active community-oriented congregation, church volunteers are 
needed to greet visitors in 2-hour shifts between 4-8 Friday and 
noon-6 Saturday. Please sign up in the Gathering Room on 
Sundays or contact Cathy (cathyforce@comcast.net). 
We are also participating in the Christmas Church Walk on 
December 14th. At both events, we will be serving a “blessing 
mix” snack to those who visit First Pres.  We are asking for 
donations of the following items: Bugles Corn Snacks, small 
round pretzels, dry roasted peanuts, sunflower seeds, raisins, 
dried cranberries, Red Hots, and Christmas-color m&m’s.  
Please bring any donations to the church by Sunday, Nov. 23.   
 
Thanks for your help.   
Deacons and Evangelism 
 

 
STOCK THE FREEZER  
 
Our last Sunday in 2014 to provide the meal 
at Good Samaritan Inn is December 7.  
Cookies will be needed for that meal.  Don’t 
have time to bake?  You may also donate pre-

wrapped treats such as Little Debbie Nutty Bars, Oatmeal Pies, etc. 
Please put any cookie donations in the kitchen freezer by Friday, 
November 28.  You may also bring your donations on Sunday morning, 
November 30, as we will be bagging cookies in the Gathering Room 
between services.  Remember, we are providing dessert for 300 people.   
Your help is always appreciated.   
Thanks!  (New Song mission group and Deacons) 



 

WEEKLY TIP FOR BECOMING A 
MULTICULTURAL CONGREGATION 
 

If your congregation is primarily a white, 
middle- or upper-class congregation, do 
some preliminary group work before 
engaging in multicultural programs. Use 
this training to consider how being 
members of the dominant cultural group 
confers power. Also consider that 
European Americans in general tend to 
dominate discussions in multicultural 
groups and that this dynamic excludes 
others. Discuss the biblical foundation for 
diversity and multicultural ministry. 

 
 

NOVEMBER CARD AND CALENDAR 
COLLECTION 

 
The deacons will be 
collecting new, unused 
Christmas and other greeting 
cards and 2015 calendars to 

share with others.  This project will end 
December 1, 2014, so that the deacons can 
distribute them to various elder care facilities 
and shelters in a timely manner.  There will be 
labeled boxes by the table in the Gathering 
Room for you donations.  
  

Thank you for your help—The Deacons 
 
 

 
 
 

 
The Youth fundraising pecans have been ordered.  

The prices remain the same as last year: 16 oz 

bags of New Crop Mammoth Pecans are $10 ea.; 

12 oz bags of Chocolate Covered Pecans are 

$8.50 ea. You may begin placing your orders 

NOW by emailing (fpdec@comcast.net), phone 

(429-4195), or using the sign-up sheet in the 

Gathering Room on Sundays.  The pecans should 

arrive around mid-November.  
 
 

COATS FOR KIDS! 
October 15 – November 30 

Sponsors: Dove, Inc. and WAND  
Check Dove’s website after October 15  

for various drop-off locations. 
www.doveinc.org 

 
 
 
 

Matter of Balance CLASS 
First Presbyterian Church 
October 27-November 19 

Mon. & Wed, 1-3 p.m. 
 

 
Sponsor a 
Stocking 
 

The Peacemaking committee and Stand Up For 
Grace Orphanage placed a Christmas tree in the 
Gathering room. The Christmas tree will be 
decorated with stockings made for the children at 
By Grace Orphanage in Nairobi, Kenya.  If you 
would like to help feed the children special food at 
Christmas, and assist with needed repairs and 
medical bills, you can sponsor a stocking for a 
donation of $10. You will receive a paper ornament 
with a picture of a child and a receipt that can be 
used for a tax deduction. If you would like to write 
the child whose picture is attached to the ornament, 
letters can be given to Pixie Fennessey.  Pixie will 
take the stockings to Nairobi and they will be filled 
with pencils, pens, toothbrushes and Christmas 
treats, and will be distributed to the children on 
Christmas. The Christmas tree will be up from 
November 2-November 23. Pixie will be near the 
tree on Sundays if you would like to “sponsor a 
stocking”.  As always, thank you all for your 
tremendous support of the orphans at By Grace.   
 

You are Invited! 

 
Community Thanksgiving Service  
St. John's Episcopal, 130 E. Eldorado  

Sunday, Nov. 23, 4:00 pm 
Reception to follow 

Offering will be given to the Good Samaritan Inn. 
 
 

BOB EVANS  
Dine in or carry out 

November 10-16, 6:00am-9:00pm 
15% of sales will go to  

CAMP ONE WAY, Mt. Auburn, IL 
Pick up flyer in church office. 

 

OPUS 24 
Fall Concert 

gloria! 
Tuesday, November 25 

St. Patrick Catholic Church 
407 E. Eldorado 

$10 adults, $5 students 
Tickets are available at  

First Presbyterian Church, or 
from Opus members 


