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October 12, 2014
8:00 a.m. Worship Service – Chapel
18th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
9:00 a.m. Christian Education Hour
9:15 a.m. NewSong Worship Service – Chapel
10:15 a.m. Chapel Class
10:30 a. m. Worship Service – Sanctuary; Children’s Church School – LL
First Presbyterian Vision and Mission Statements
VISION: As faithful followers of Jesus Christ, we seek to be an open, caring, compassionate congregation,
and to bring about positive changes in our community and world.
MISSION: We celebrate, explore, and demonstrate our Christian faith in loving service.
STRATEGIC PRIORITIES: 1) Continue to be an active community-oriented congregation; 2) Develop a passion for
discipleship and advocacy; 3) Celebrate unity of purpose with diversity in action.

REMEMBER, WEAR
NAME TAGS ON
SUNDAY

Deacons Meeting
SUNDAY, October 12

11:45 A.M., Dining Room
LOVED ONES REMEMBERED
November 2, 2014
We would like to have you call in the names of your
loved ones and friends who have died in the past
year [since November 2, 2013]. We will remember all
of them on All Saints’ Sunday, November 2, during
communion. – 429-4195.

October is
National Domestic Violence Awareness Month

Just flicks
October 12, 6:00 p.m.
Next up for Just Flicks is “The
Way,” a potent and personal 2011
film written and directed by Emilio
Estevez.
The Way is a powerful and inspirational
story about family, friends and the
challenges we face while navigating this ever-changing
and complicated world. Martin Sheen plays Tom, an
irascible American doctor who comes to France to deal
with the tragic loss of his son (played by Emilio Estevez).
Rather than return home, Tom decides to embark on the
historical pilgrimage “The Way of St. James” to honor his
son's desire to finish the journey. What Tom doesn't plan
on is the profound impact this trip will have on him.
Through unexpected and oftentimes amusing experiences
along “The Way,” Tom discovers the difference between
“the life we live and the life we choose.” (The Way’s website)

The movie was filmed entirely in Spain and France
along the actual Camino de Santiago.
The film, which earned a high 4 of 5 rating from
Rotten Tomatoes, will be shown at 6 p.m. Sunday,
October 12, at First Presbyterian Church. Phyllis
McPherron, an expert discussion leader and film fan,
will lead the conversation before and after the film,
which runs 1:55.
The usual great refreshments will be on the side
tables, and a chair is waiting for you!

Concert
You are invited to
“Honor Thy Children” on Thursday, October 16, at 7:00
p.m. at Prairie Avenue Christian Church, 2201 E. Prairie
St., corner of 22nd and Prairie Avenue. This is a special
candlelighting ceremony to mourn for those who died
as victims of domestic violence, to honor those working
to end the abuse and to celebrate with those who have
created new lives for themselves.

October 12, 2014
Aldo and Judith Mancinelli
Steinway Piano Artists
Central Christian Church
650 W. William Street
4:30 P.M. in the sanctuary

OUR CHURCH FAMILY

E-mail concerns to:
amcelder@comcast.net

PRAYER CONCERNS:
Cindy Wene’s mother, Judy Grieve, receiving
chemotherapy.
John Meyer is home in hospice care.
Nancy Mason is home from the hospital.
Charlie Davidson is in Decatur Memorial Hospital,
room 5147.

MAX volunteer opportunity
Volunteers are sought to assist with answering the
phones on Monday, Tuesday and Thursdays, 1:003:00 p.m., giving out information and taking
messages for the coordinator. Training is provided.
Contact Charlie or Sandy at 428-6616.

Keep in contact!
Rev. John Kay’s phone number is 217-370-5428.

STRING BAND on the move
Wednesday, Oct. 8 – Primrose Retirement (1145
Arbor) at 1:30 p.m.
Wednesday, Oct. 15 – McKinley Ct. Care (500 W.
McKinley Ave.) at 10:00 a.m.
THANK YOU:
Special thanks to our Deacons for the welcoming
reception for our Interim Pastor, Rev. John Kay and
his wife Betty on Sunday. If you missed his sermon,
PRESS ON, you can listen to it on our
website www.firstpresdecatur.org soon.

LUNCH BUNCH TO MEET OCTOBER 16
We have a mystery speaker scheduled.
Our caterer, Roni Beasley, will bring us
chicken pot-pie, salad, & dessert. Our Parish Nurse,
Phyllis McPherron, will give us some health news
and Caroline Williams will present another devotional
reading. Persons of all ages are always welcome to
join in the fun, starting with conversation at 10:30
a.m. If you aren’t on our regular calling list, please
call the church office before Tuesday noon, October
14, to reserve a $6 lunch.
Paul Rosenberger

OPEN HOUSE FOR FORMER MEMBER
Friends, neighbors, colleagues, and former students
of Edward E. Paine of Decatur are invited to
celebrate his 90th birthday Sunday, October 26,
2014, at Rock Springs Nature Center, 3939 Nearing
Lane, Decatur. Light refreshments and cake will be
served at an open house from 1-4 p.m. No gifts,
please!

VERY GOOD
October 12 SUNDAY GREETERS

Before Service
#1 Jody Hantel
#4 Lori Jensen
#2 Marty Grohne
#5 Chuck Boes
#3 Mike Zia
Computer/Sound Techs
Coffee & Fellowship
Norm Jensen
Judy Steele
Webwatcher & Media Tech
Theresa Boes

COATS FOR KIDS!
October 15 – November 30 on Wednesday,
Sponsors: Dove and WAND
Check Dove’s website after October 15
for drop-off locations.
www.doveinc.org

SHAWL MINISTRY
2ND AND 4TH WED., 10:00 a.m.
Next gathering is October 22.

2nd Matter of Balance CLASS
First Presbyterian Church
October 27-November 19
Mon. & Wed, 1-3 p.m.
To register, call Nicole Kirlin at 428-0013
This is a program for older adults, 60+, who have
concerns about falling or have restricted activities because
of falling.

CHURCH SCHOOL HOUR
October 12, 2014
9:00 Everyday Issues – The Gift of
Years - Dining Room – A few more
books have been ordered on October 7.
Please bring your own reflections,
reactions, and stories to share.
9:00 Present Word Bible Study: Main floor
Pastor’s study – Ray Landon leads the weekly Bible
study. Unit 11, DARK NIGHTS OF THE SOUL, will
focus on “Even So, My Redeemer Lives” – Job 19:17, 23-29.

9:00 Youth Class: LL Youth Room- Junior- and
Senior-high class is led by Chris Lawton.
10:15 a.m. Chapel Conversation Class - This is a
discussion group about the day’s scriptures and
sermon in the chapel. Cindy Wene is discussion
leader.
10:30 a.m. Children’s Church School: Lower Level

TUESDAYS WITH MILEY
Tuesdays with Miley is a 7:00 evening discussion group
that runs until mid-November. Bring your Bibles, or we
have extras here.
Miley is offering a study of the Biblical book of First
Corinthians, which gives us a fascinating look at a
congregation in change and struggling with many practical
questions of identity and ethics. St. Paul addresses in his
letter congregational struggles over worship styles and
basic beliefs a church should have. Come for some lively
discussion.

CORRECTION:
On the 2014 COMMITTEE MEMBERS LIST that was
updated on September 30 and copies handed out – look
under Deacons - Class Elect of 2017 - the name Carol
Fuller should be Carol Wood.

Dear Friends,

WORSHIP SERVICES
October 12, 2014
17th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Rev. John Kay, preaching
Beth Bachtold, 8:00 a.m. lay leader
Mike Zia, 10:30 a.m. lay leader

Throughout the last week, I have been happily
exploring the remarkable life of First
Presbyterian Church. In my first sermon, I
mentioned a few highlights from this
congregation’s history, and then reflected on my
initial impressions:
“I am inspired by what I have learned so far. I am energized by the
wise, enthusiastic commitment of so many. I am eager to listen to
your telling of the story of this congregation in history, to learn the
ways it has intersected with your life and the ways together you are
transforming the world ...“I am thrilled by the “energy, intelligence
imagination and love” of your leaders. I am deeply grateful for your
commitment to peacemaking and for every evidence of radically
inclusive love, generously shared.”

Sermon
"Rejoice"
Scripture
Psalm 106
Philippians 4:1-9
Flowers
The flowers this Sunday are given in loving
memory of Barbara and Dudley Wolfe,
Pauline and Willard Foster and
Dr. and Mrs. William B. Lampe.
October Ushers

Myung Kim, captain
Joli Cirks
Debbie and Ralph Czerwinski
Carol Ferry-sub
Nancy and Tom Force
Ellen Noblitt-sub
Charlie Platt-sub
Trish Spinner
David Williams
Worship Aids
Children’s bulletins, large-print Bibles, and
hearing amplifiers are available for use
during worship. Ask any usher.

AVAILABLE
FLOWER
DATES:
Oct. 19 & 26
Purchase Sunday flowers in
memory of your loved ones429-4195 or fpdec@comcast.net.
Men’s Bible Study
The 7 a.m. every
Thursday morning
Bible study welcome all men
to join them as they continue
to study the New Testament.
Paul, René, Dick,
Ray & George

1ST PRES STRING BAND
PRACTICE
Every Wednesday at 5:00PM
– All levels welcome. Call Doug at
521-1314.

WOMEN’S
NIGHT OUT
Thurs., October 23, 2014
Ted’s Garage, Clinton
5:30 p.m. - R.S.V.P. 429-4195

Those words were almost immediately affirmed by the delightful reception
following worship in which Betty and I were cordially and warmly welcomed
into this community of faith. It is a joy to be with you.
I am aware that many challenges face the congregation in the coming months.
First among them will be the election of a Pastor Nominating Committee - in
the very near future. All of us are asked to move thoughtfully and courageously
into this transitional period, celebrating many great strengths, while
acknowledging the opportunity for reflection and possible change as we prepare
the way for your new pastor.
As sisters and brothers in faith, we are called to remember that we do not take
this journey alone, but that the same spirit that has so generously energized the
congregation throughout its history will continue to animate the pivotal work
that lies ahead.
Please know that I am genuinely honored to share this time with you, that my
door is always open, and that I am looking forward to a wonderfully productive
period of mutual ministry.
Peace and joy,
John

SUNDAY’S POSTLUDE IS SPECIAL
Our organist, Rick Koetje, details the source of the
postlude for this coming Sunday, October 12, taken
from the Dutch Psalter based on Psalm 98, which
invites you to sing a new song to God. The Dutch
Psalm book from which he is taking this has a lovely
story of its own, and for that, Rick follows with an
introduction of Juliana:
When living in my little house on the prairies of South Dakota during my first
teaching experience, I didn’t have a garage for my rented house. When hailstorms
and dust and ice and snow would pelt my car with the elements, I would feel the
need to find a place of protection. So when I purchased a new vehicle, I asked
around and found my neighbor Juliana three doors down.
Her home included a two-stall garage, and being widowed with one car, the other
stall remained available as the new home for my new car. Juliana, aptly named for
the queen of the Netherlands, did have one of the nicer homes in my town of 80
people, as well as that reigning air of dignity befitting to her name. Inside, the home
was always Dutch-tidy with knick-knacks and décor appropriate for the season.
My end of the bargain was paying my monthly rental fee of $10. Yes, that is not a
mistake. Actually I believe the rent was merely an excuse to get me to visit once a
month for an hour or so, to talk and share ideas from her experiences in the golden
past while I kept her up-to-date with the current issues of school and teaching. I
learned much about farming and small town life, of her family and grandkids that I
was currently teaching.
Over the course of time, as I played the organ in church frequently, I learned that
Juliana, during the sad days of the Dust Bowl, had played the organ as well since
very few people were able or willing to do so. In fact, she still had the organist's
copy of the Dutch Psalm book used back then, as the shift was made from Dutch to
English services, plus the shift from psalms only to "worldly" hymns. Since she was
no longer able to play at all any more, she invited me to take the copy of this book.
And to me, this was worth far more than my $10 rental fee to keep my car safe and
clean.
Juliana has since joined the rest of the saints, but in the postlude for October 12, a
piece of prairie music history becomes yours to enjoy, thanks to Juliana’s safe
keeping of this book.

Pathfinders Walk and Fellowship

SOME FACTS ABOUT AGING
1. Persons reaching age 65 have an
average life expectancy of an additional
19.2 years (20.4 for females and 17.8 for
males).
2. The 85+ population is projected to
increase from 5.7 million in 2011 to 14.1
million in 2040.

During the past six Wednesdays, a group of 7-9 of
enjoyed exercise in a 45-minute path walk, made
new friends, and shared in an optional book
reflection. Following the first and last Wednesday, an
unexpected, and very relevant opportunity to the

In her book The Gift of Years, Joan Chittister
quotes Pablo Picasso, “It takes a long time to
become young.” Many of us have been given
more time than people have ever had. Do we
see this as a gift? What do we do with this gift?
What did Picasso mean, “To become young?”
Phyllis, Parish Nurse

Pathfinder experience, many chose to gather for
meditative prayer at the First Pres Taize’ service.
For those that followed the book and reflections,
Walking With Henri Nouwen, as walkers and/or faithful

CHURCH RECONCILIATION & HEALING
COVENANT NETWORK OF PRESBYTERIANS

readers, there is an opportunity to share the
collection with a local church ministry or community
program. If you wish to donate your book, please
drop it by the church office within the next 2 weeks.

Regional Conference at
First Presbyterian, Springfield
Saturday October 11, 2014 from
8:00am-3:45pm
Cost is $30 and includes lunch

We plan to extend our walks through the fall season
at Fairview Park each Wednesday from 4:00-5:00
p.m. We invite you to join us. The walk begins near
the dog park, weather permitting of course. It has
been a joy to participate in this special time together.
Maybe next spring, we will seek another path in
Decatur!!!

“By the honest recognition and confession of our human
sameness, we can participate in the care of God who came,
not to the powerful but powerless, not to be different but the
same, not to take our pain away but to share it. Through this
participation we can open our hearts to each other and form
a new community.”
― Henri J.M. Nouwen, Out of Solitude: Three Meditations on
the Christian Life

Dove Domestic Violence Education
Volunteer Training
They would like to have assistance in answering their
hotline, covering the shelter, clerical tasks, assisting with
orders of protection, co-facilitating support groups, and
more! Volunteer training required and times follow:
Dates and Times:
Mon-Thurs, 1-5 p.m., November 3 and ending on
November 19
Location:
Dove’s Anna B. Millikin Home, 302 S. Union St.
Registration:
Call 428-6616 before Tuesday, October 28 at noon, for
a phone interview. Registration meeting will complete
the paperwork process, noon on Wednesday, October
29. $150 training fee, some scholarships available.

Reconciliation- as the church embraces
marriage for all people and brings
healing to those wounded by church
policies for too long.
Reconciliation- as people with different
strongly held views come together about
what is most central to our faith and
mission.
Reconciliation- as we read Scripture that has
been applied to marriage and sexuality
deeply and thoughtfully and allow it to speak
a new word that transforms church and
society.
Keynote Speaker is Matthew Vines, founder of
the Reformation Project and author of God and
the Gay Christian.
Registration: http: covnetpres.org/springfield-ilregional-conference or contact Carla Rowlett, 816605-1031. For more information, contact Jennifer
Erbes Hardin, 217- 528-4311.
If anyone is interested in going and wants to carpool,
contact Pam Neeley at 217-413-8087.

FLASHBACK TO THE 1950’s -1960’s
Remember the ‘turbulent pastorate’ of
th
First Presbyterian Church’s 15
pastor, Jay Logan, during the 1950’s1960’s? Thanks to two saints of this
church, Emily Cline and Hoyt
Coverstone, we have a collection of
many sermons, newspaper clippings,
minutes and letters from Session.
These treasures from the time period
of the Civil Rights movement and
Roman Catholic presidency of John
F. Kennedy are destined for the church archives but can
be viewed first by contacting Cathy Force
(cathyforce@comcast.net) or the church office (429-4195).

