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8:00 a.m. Worship Service – Chapel
20th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
9:00 a.m. Christian Education Hour
9:15 a.m. NewSong Worship Service – Chapel
10:15 a.m. Chapel Class
10:30 a.m. Worship Service – Sanctuary; Children’s Church School – LL
First Presbyterian Vision and Mission Statements
VISION: As faithful followers of Jesus Christ, we seek to be an open, caring, compassionate congregation,
and to bring about positive changes in our community and world.
MISSION: We celebrate, explore, and demonstrate our Christian faith in loving service.
STRATEGIC PRIORITIES: 1) Continue to be an active community-oriented congregation; 2) Develop a passion for
discipleship and advocacy; 3) Celebrate unity of purpose with diversity in action.

MEET & GREET REV. JOHN KAY
A few members will be hosting
informal gatherings in their
homes or at church this fall to
meet our new interim pastor,
John Kay. He’d like to spend
some time getting to know First
Pres folks better as we work our way through
this next transition step. Please sign up in the
Gathering Room or call the church office.
Cathy (Lay Ministry) & DEACONS

LOVED ONES REMEMBERED
November 2, 2014
We would like to have you call in the names of your
loved ones and friends who have died in the past
year [since November 2, 2013]. We will remember all
of them on All Saints’ Sunday, November 2, during
communion. – 429-4195 or fpdec@comcast.net

The Youth fundraising pecans have been ordered.
The prices remain the same as last year: 16 oz
bags of New Crop Mammoth Pecans are $10 ea.;

FEARLESS SERVICE
Through the power that God has given to us
individually and as a community of faith, God will work
through us to reveal God’s generosity to others: filling
backpacks for weekend lunch meals for school kids,
preparing and serving meals at Good Samaritan Inn,
building houses with Habitat for Humanity in Decatur
or with Casas por Cristo in Mexico. These are just
examples of the many ways this congregation acts as
carriers God’s grace-filled generosity to a world in
need.
The apostle Paul reminds us that we “cannot begin to
think or imagine” how this God whom we trust will
work through us and through First Presbyterian
Church to accomplish God’s will in the world, now and
in the future. It is this local church community, First
Pres, that corporately expresses the generous nature
of our God to a city and a world that hungers to see
an alternative to the imaginations of fear and scarcity.
Let us prayerfully consider how we can live, give, and
serve fearlessly as God’s first responders when we
make our commitment for giving as an act of worship
on November 9th.

12 oz bags of Chocolate Covered Pecans are
$8.50 ea. You may begin placing you orders
NOW by emailing (fpdec@comcast.net), phone
(429-4195), or using the sign-up sheet in the
Gathering Room on Sundays. The pecans should
arrive around mid-November.

“Now to him who by the power at work within us is
able to accomplish abundantly far more than all we
can ask or imagine, to him be the glory in the church
and in Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and
ever. Amen.” Ephesians 3:20-21 (NRSV)

OUR CHURCH FAMILY

E-mail concerns to:
amcelder@comcast.net

PRAYER CONCERNS:
Cindy Wene’s mother, Judy Grieve, receiving
chemotherapy.
John Meyer is home in hospice care.
Carolyn Meyer
Charlie Davidson is at Fair Havens Christian in
room 404.
Richard Borders is home from the hospital.
Connie Landon is receiving chemotherapy.
Pat Nevitt
Merrill Dees had knee replacement surgery on
October 21. Surgery went well and she will be
recovering at DMH for a couple of days.
Cub Scout Troop from Raymond, IL - While
working on science projects and experiments they
had a flash fire. Three scouts and one adult
sustained burn injuries and were transported to
hospitals in Springfield.

Our sympathy is extended to Cyndy, Tyler, Clara,
and Bryson Ash on the death of Cyndy’s father, Lyn
Ash, on October 18. The outdoors celebration of life
service will be on Thursday, October 23 at 1:00 p.m.
at Funk’s Grove Chapel near Bloomington. Anyone
planning on attending the service is welcome to bring
a dish to share for a meal after the service.

OPEN HOUSE FOR MEMBER

CHURCH SCHOOL HOUR
October 26, 2014
9:00 Everyday Issues – The Gift of
Years - Dining Room – Please bring
your own reflections, reactions, and
stories to share.
9:00 Present Word Bible Study: Main
floor Pastor’s study – Ray Landon leads
the weekly Bible study. Unit II, DARK NIGHTS OF
THE SOUL, will focus on “Hope Satisfies” – Job
42:1-10.
9:00 Youth Class: LL Youth Room- Junior- and
Senior-high class is led by Chris Lawton.
10:15 a.m. Chapel Conversation Class - This is a
discussion group about the day’s scriptures and
sermon in the chapel. Cindy Wene is discussion
leader.
10:30 a.m. Children’s Church School: Lower Level

TUESDAYS WITH MILEY
Tuesdays with Miley is a 7:00 evening discussion group
that runs until mid-November. Miley is offering a study of
the Biblical book of First Corinthians, which gives us a
fascinating look at a congregation in change and struggling
with many practical questions of identity and ethics. Come
for some lively discussion.
Bring your Bibles, or we have extras here.

Friends, neighbors, colleagues, and former students
of Edward E. Paine of Decatur are invited to
celebrate his 90th birthday Sunday, October 26,
2014, at Rock Springs Nature Center, 3939 Nearing
Lane, Decatur. Light refreshments and cake will be
served at an open house from 1-4 p.m. No gifts,
please!

VERY GOOD
October 26 SUNDAY GREETERS

Before Service
#1 Margie Bennett
#4 René & Helen Corcoran
#2 Margi Nicholson
#5 Bob Bullock
#3 Jim & Connie May
Computer/Sound Techs
Coffee & Fellowship
Theresa Boes
Volunteer
Webwatcher & Media Tech
Theresa Boes
Church School
Carol Fuller

COATS FOR KIDS!
October 15 – November 30
Sponsors: Dove, Inc. and WAND
Check Dove’s website after October 15
for various drop-off locations.
www.doveinc.org

Matter of Balance CLASS
First Presbyterian Church
October 27-November 19
Mon. & Wed, 1-3 p.m.
2nd floor - Dining Room

Golconda First Presbyterian will be 195 years old on
October 23, 2014, and will celebrate this anniversary as
the longest continuous Presbyterian congregation in
Illinois on Sunday, October 26.

Founded 1819
"The oldest Presbyterian Church in Illinois"
Golconda was the first permanent settlement in Pope
County in 1798, operating as a ferry point across the Ohio
River. This was sometimes called Lusk's Ferry. The Illinois
town was originally named Sarahsville at the organization
of the county and town in 1816 and then changed to
Golconda on January 24, 1817. In 1838-1839 some
13,000 Cherokees crossed on their "Trail of Tears" to
Oklahoma. It is the county seat of Pope County. Among
the many historic buildings built in the latter half of the 19th
century in town is the First Presbyterian Church (built in
1869). It is the oldest continuous Presbyterian
congregation in Illinois. The church was organized in 1819.
(source: Wikipedia.org)

EBOLA – WHAT CAN WE DO?
WORSHIP SERVICES
October 26, 2014
20th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Rev. John Kay, preaching
Jerry Atkins, 8:00 a.m. lay leader
Rick Koetje, 10:30 a.m. lay leader
Sermon
“The Fragrance of Love”
Scripture
Deuteronomy 34:1-12
Matthew 22:34-46
October Ushers

Myung Kim, captain
Joli Cirks
Debbie and Ralph Czerwinski
Carol Ferry-sub
Nancy and Tom Force
Ellen Noblitt-sub
Charlie Platt-sub
Trish Spinner
David Williams

There has been much news about Ebola here in the US, but the real
story is in Western Africa. That is where the fight is, that is where we
can help. I want to tell you about one of my favorite organizations –
Doctors Without Borders.
They started fighting this outbreak of Ebola in March 2014. Currently
they have 276 international and 2,977 local staff. They operate 6
Ebola centers with 600 beds. They have admitted more than 4,500
patients, of which 2,700 were confirmed with the disease. Around
1,000 have survived. They have used 800 tons of supplies and the
budget as of 10/10/2014 is 46.2 million Euros.
Kim Federici, a 72 year grandmother from the United States, is a
retired nurse working in Liberia for Doctors Without Borders. She is
visiting villages to give education about Ebola in order to prevent it or
get it treated early. In an interview, she said this is the pinnacle of her
career.
So, my point is, instead of us all worrying about Ebola coming to
Decatur, let’s do something – find an organization you like and support
their work against this disease, let our government know that we, as a
nation, need to lead the way in this fight, and pray for people like Kim
Federici, who are on the front line.
Ebola is scary, but we need to move beyond fear to action.
Phyllis, Parish Nurse

Worship Aids
Children’s bulletins, large-print Bibles, and
hearing amplifiers are available for use
during worship. Ask any usher.

AVAILABLE
FLOWER
DATE:
Nov. 16

Purchase
Sunday flowers in memory of
your loved ones- 429-4195 or
fpdec@comcast.net.

Men’s Bible Study
The 7 a.m. every
Thursday morning Bible
study welcome all men
to join them as they continue to
study the New Testament.
Paul, René, Dick,
Ray & George

1ST PRES STRING BAND
PRACTICE
Every Wednesday at 5:00PM
– All levels welcome. Call Doug at
521-1314.

PASTOR NOMINATING
COMMITTEE
The Nominating Committee will
soon be forming a 7-9 person
Pastor Nominating Committee
(PNC). If you are interested in
serving on the PNC, please
e-mail (fpdec@comcast.net) or
call (429-4195) the church.

Please join us for an evening of informed conversation about Islam at
the National Sequestration Education Center (NSEC), Exhibit Hall (under
the wind turbine) on the Richland Community College campus. Dr.
Ahmed Taha will present the keynote entitled Beyond Prayers: Islam as a
Compass for Life. A panel discussion will follow the keynote address. A
delicious Middle Eastern dinner will also be provided. Kindly e-mail your
RSVP to the free event by October 25. (Mideast.dec@gmail.com)
Although prayers are the most important act of worship in Islam and
boost the spiritual connection with God, Islam goes beyond that to set
divine regulations for all life activities in a very balanced way. This talk
presents the Islamic concept of life and its teachings on balancing the
spiritual, social, political, and economic needs in a comprehensive and
harmonious way.

FLASHBACK TO THE 1950’s - 1960’s
Remember the ‘turbulent pastorate’ of First
Presbyterian Church’s 15th pastor, Jay Logan, during
the 1950’s-1960’s? Thanks to two saints of this
church, Emily Cline and Hoyt Coverstone, we have a
collection of many sermons, newspaper clippings,
minutes and letters from Session. These treasures
from the time period of the Civil Rights movement and
Roman Catholic presidency of John F. Kennedy are
destined for the church archives but can be viewed
first
by
contacting
Cathy
Force
(cathyforce@comcast.net) or the church office (429-4195).

MAX volunteer opportunity

WEEKLY TIP FOR BECOMING A
MULTICULTURAL CONGREGATION
Directly confront racism. Educational
programs for all ages can help
participants identify ways that their
assumptions, behaviors, and social
networks exclude others who are
different.

Volunteers are sought to assist with answering the
phones on Monday, Tuesday and Thursdays, 1:003:00 p.m., giving out information and taking
messages for the coordinator. Training is provided.
Contact Charlie or Sandy at 428-6616.

Millikin Choirs Fall Concert
Sunday, October 26
Central Christian Church, Sanctuary
2:00 p.m. Millikin Women and Milliken Men
4:00 p.m.Collegiate Chorale and University Choir
The Choral Music Program involves over 300 singers from all
areas of study. The quality of performance these groups
achieve is outstanding. Annual tours take the choirs to major
venues acros the United States and abroad. The Choirs
receive frequent invitations to perform at music education
conferences and choral conventions throughout the country.

Come See This Spectacular Music Event!
Prayer Chain Ministry
The Prayer Chain Ministry offers a more confidential
method of support to those in our church family who are
less inclined to share personal difficulties with the entire
congregation. The ministry will add the specific prayer
request to their daily prayers. Requests may be given to
Lori Jenson (lori.jensen1@comcast.net or 217-4293400), the church office (217-429-4195 or
fpdec@comcast.net) or any member of the Prayer Chain
to request prayers. Remember, these requests are kept
confidential unless you request they be shared with the
congregation. Members of the Prayer Chain Ministry
include Joan Brown, Gayle Bruckner, Carol Ferry,
Jean Gift, Lori Jensen, Yvonne Lewis, Susie
Marshall, Verlyn Rosenberger, Harriet Sadowski,
Sue Weinstein and Joan Winick.

NOT ABLE TO MAKE
SUNDAY’S SERVICE
You can always go to our website:
www.firstpresdecatur.org to hear Sunday’s
sermon. It usually takes a couple of days for
the most recent one to be downloaded.
Computer
Equpiment in
Classroom 5 –
Computer Lab
The old computer
equipment and old
printers that are
currently being
stored in Classroom
5 in the basement
will soon be taken for recycling. If there are
any pieces/parts you would like to claim,
please do so at your earliest convenience.
Facilities

Women’s Glasses Found
A pair of women’s glasses were
found outside the sanctuary and
are waiting for their owner in
the church office.

THE CHANGING MINDS CAMPAIGN
presents

“A DAY AT STATEVILLE”
By Stateville Correctional Center Prisoners
Performed by Former Stateville Prisoners
Nov. 4, 2014 at 5:30 p.m.
Sponsored by the NAACP Decatur Branch
and the Macon County Criminal Justice Group
Decatur Public Library Madden Auditorium
130 N. Franklin Street, Decatur IL
Admission free; refreshments
LEARN WHAT’S WRONG WITH ILLINOIS’
BROKEN PRISON SYSTEM AND
HOW IT CAN BE FIXED
Talk with the men who have been there
For more information, contact:
Jim Chapman 312/593-6998
e-mail: JamesPChapman@aol.com
www.illinoisinstitute.net
EVERYONE IS WELCOME

BEFORE YOU FLY AWAY
New and old "Winter Birds," please email
or call the office with your winter address,
and let the church office know when to
start & when to stop your winter
delivery. We can put those dates in
our computer - 429-4195 or fpdec@comcast.net.

