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April 21, 2013                                                        8:00 a.m. Worship Service – Chapel  
4th SUNDAY OF EASTER 9:00 a.m. Christian Education Hour – Nursery available  
 9:15 a.m.  NewSong Worship Service – Chapel 
  10:30 a.m.  Worship Service – Sanctuary  

                                                                               10:30 a.m.      Chapel Class 
                                                                                  

First Presbyterian Vision and Mission Statements 
VISION: As faithful followers of Jesus Christ, we seek to be an open, caring, compassionate congregation,  

    and to bring about positive changes in our community and world. 
MISSION:  We celebrate, explore, and demonstrate our Christian faith in loving service. 
STRATEGIC PRIORITIES:  1) Continue to be an active community-oriented congregation; 2) Develop a passion for                  
                                                  discipleship and advocacy; 3) Celebrate unity of purpose with diversity in action.
 

 
 

Tickets at First Pres. 
 

 
 
 
LOCAL CHURCH seeks Custodian/Facilities 
Manager, FT w/ benefits.  Send resume to:  Reply 
Box 2707, Herald and Review, 601 E William Street, 
Decatur, IL  62523-1142 
 
Jim Lycan, who has been our Facilities Manager for 
the past 5 years and a member of our church all his 
life, is retiring.  If you would like to submit a résumé 
for the job, or know someone you believe might be 
suited for it, please do so. You do not have to go 
through the Herald and Review office; you may bring 
or mail in your résumé to the church. 

 
INTERNATIONAL 

MOTHER EARTH DAY 
International Mother Earth Day, April 

22, established in 1970, is an annual day on 
which events are held worldwide to demonstrate 
support for environmental protection.  This 
coming Sunday we will participate in the day 
during the Everyday Issues Class by watching 
a DVD, “Deep Down,” a moving and insightful 
film about the issue of mountaintop removal for 
coal in Eastern Kentucky.  It reveals the 
complexities of a rogue industry that is 
threatening much more than trees and 
mountains, but an entire way of life and the soul 
of a proud people.  This movie provides heroes 
that can stand as examples in any fight for 
social justice.    

             We will start the class promptly 
at 9:00 a.m. because of the length of the 
DVD. 

 

Church Renewal 
 Come JOIN US 

Let’s get a group together to go to this Flexibility 
Boot Camp devised especially for our Presbytery!  
At the moment, we have Lori Jensen, Mary 
Turner, Cindy Wene, and Cheryl Thompson 
signed up. Experience new ways to limber up our 
churches and encourage growth and renewal in how 
we do church.  What we’ve always done doesn’t 
work anymore and that is hard to change.   
 

Come embrace the future at Greenville Presbyterian 
Church, Greenville, IL on Saturday, April 27th from 
10:00-3:00 (lunch will be served).  Contact Cathy 
(cathyforce@comcast.net) or 521-7131 to be a part 
of this group.  

Tower Notes 



 
OUR CHURCH FAMILY 
PRAYER CONCERNS:   
 Betty Zeaman was in the hospital overnight for chest 
pains and tests, but she is fine and is glad to be home.  
 
 Our sympathy is extended to the family of John 
Kessinger who died Monday, April 15, 2013, shortly 
after being diagnosed with myasthenia gravis. 
 

In Memoriam 
 

John Kessinger 
September 22, 1929 - April 15, 2013 

 
Uphold us now, O Lord, as we entrust him to your 

boundless love and eternal care. 
 

   
 
Our sympathy is also extended to the family of Ellen 
Noblitt. Her husband Bill died today, April 16, 2013, 
after a battle with liver cancer. 
 

In Memoriam 
 

Bill Noblitt 
September 29, 1955 - April 16, 2013 

 
Uphold us now, O Lord, as we entrust him to your 

boundless love and eternal care. 
 

   
CONGRATULATIONS 
Betsy & Wayne Tanner are the proud parents of 
Claire Ava born April 8, 2013, weighing 8 lbs., 5 oz., 
and 21 inches long.  Proud Grandmother is Marylyn 
Welch. 
 
Congratulations to one of our newer members, Fred 
Spannaus, who will serve on the Decatur School 
Board.  Your hard work, top-notch coverage, and 
strong support system earned you a well-deserved 
position.  
 
THANK YOU 
Last week, six First Presbyterian gardeners (Barbara 
Keagle, Verlyn Rosenberger, Susie Marshall, 
Susan Grieve, Judy Batson and Lori Jensen) 
descended on the church gardens and did the much 
needed spring clean-up.  Thank you for all you do 
using your wonderful talents. 
 
SAVE THE DATE – MAY 19 
Jim Lycan will return for a planned reception by the 
Deacons on Sunday, May 19, 2013, in the Gathering 
Room after the 10:30 a.m. service.  Please come by 
for cake, memories and to say good-bye. Now that 
he is retired, Jim plans to move to Florida where one 
of his sons resides.  
 

   
VERY GOOD 

April 21 SUNDAY 
GREETERS 
Before Service  
#1 Steve Campbell                         #3 Nadine Wimmer   
#2 Dick and Doris Fiala                  #4 Dick and Carol Ferry 
                                                       #5 Pat Smallwood 
 
Media Techs               Food and Fellowship 
Brenda Aymer               Debbie Eckart 
Norm Jensen               Liz Jones 

 
ADULT CHURCH SCHOOL HOUR 

Sunday, April 21, 2013 
9:00 Present Word – Unit II, RESURRECTION 
HOPE, focuses on discussion of “Living with 
Hope”. Scripture reading is 1 Thessalonians 4:13-
5:11. Ray Landon leads class in the pastor’s 
office.  
9:00 Everyday Issues Class – Norm Jensen and 
Verlyn Rosenberger will show the DVD, “Deep 
Down,” a moving and insightful film about the 
issue of mountaintop removal for coal in Eastern 
Kentucky.  
9:00 Youth Class – The junior- and senior-high 
youth Sunday school class is led by Chris Lawton. 
10:30 Chapel Class  

 

. 
 
 

 
WOMEN’S NIGHT OUT 

Thursday, April 25 
351 W. 1st Drive 

4th Thursday - 5:30 p.m  
R.S.VP. 429-4195 

 
 

Wonder Years Women 
 
At the Wonder Years Women meeting last 
night, it was decided that we will disband as 
a formal group.  The ladies plan to still get 
together every couple of months just to visit.  
                                             Cindy Wene 
 
 

Millikin Children and 
Youth Choirs 
Sunday, April 27, 2013, 4:00 p.m. 
Central Christian Church 
650 W. William Street 

E-mail articles to:  
amcelder@comcast.n



 
 
 
 
 
Worship Highlights 

April 21, 2013 
4th Sunday of Easter 
Kate Pyle, preaching 

Jerry Redford, 8:00 a.m. lay leader 
Marsha DeVore, 10:30 a.m. lay leader 

 
“We Know Not What We Do" 

 
Scripture Lesson 

Job 12:7-10 
Matthew 25:31-46 

 
Hymns and Songs 

Many and Great, O God, Are Thy 
Things 

For the Beauty of the Earth 
All Things Bright and Beautiful 

 
Flowers 

The flowers this Sunday are given by 
John and Donna Washburn in 
memory of Mr. and Mrs. Leslie 

Washburn and Mr. and Mrs. Howard 
Beckmeyer.  

 
April Ushers 

Myung Kim, captain 
Debbie and Ralph Czerwinski 

Meg and Chuck Edwards 
Nancy and Tom Force 

Charlie Platt-sub 
Trish Spinner 

David Williams 
 

 
 

1ST PRES STRING 
BAND PRACTICE  
Every Wednesday 

at 5:00PM – All levels 
welcome.  
Call Doug at 521-1314.  

 
 
 
 Men’s Bible Study 
 

The 7 a.m. every 
Thursday morning 
Bible study meets in 

the Gathering Room to pursue 
the Word. The coffee will be hot 
and the donuts or coffeecake 
will be tasty.  

 
 

“Wellsprings of 
Life”  
Tues., Thurs. at 
3:00pm 

Free Exercise Classes 
run 45 min. to an hour 
 
 
 
 

 
THE GOOD THINGS ABOUT GETTING OLDER 
 

 
Finally, there is some good news about aging.  
The latest Consumer Reports on Health lists 5 
ways you get better with age. 
   

1.  Anger, stress and worry are less common – a Gallup poll 
showed that people in their 70s and 80s being less troubled 
with negative emotions. 

2.  Wisdom grows – the National Academy of Science reports 
that more older people ranked in the top 20% on wisdom 
performance than other age groups. 

3.  Marriages are healthier – Married seniors report greater 
satisfaction and positive experience than younger married 
couples do. 

4.  Satisfaction with social relationships – seniors have smaller, 
but a closer circle of friends with important emotional bonds. 

5.  Happiness increases – it is not extreme happiness, but a 
sense of well-being in day-to-day life that can add years to 
one’s life. 

So, enjoy those birthdays and know that every stage of life has its 
blessings. 
Blessings to you all, 
Phyllis 
 
 

PROCLAIM THE GOOD NEWS ON FACEBOOK 

If you are on Facebook, search out Presbytery of 
Southeastern Illinois and follow the directions.  This is a 
quick way of communicating public information, and 
encouraging one another, and the expanded use of Facebook 
is one of the goals of General Council.  Participation is not 
limited to churches and pastors.  Indeed, we hope that 
church members – those in the pews and on the frontline of 
ministry will also join the group. 

As you post to the group, we would ask you to consider our   
Mission.  Is what you are sharing something that will 
connect, equip and inspire us as we walk with Jesus Christ?   

 

HOPE AND HELP FOR OUR CHILDREN 

Give the children of our church some of your time and talents and love in 
the nursery of First Pres!  Because we want our Senior Highs to attend a 
growing Sunday School class, the Session decided we would no longer 
pay them for their work in the nursery.   

Beginning Sunday, May 19th, we, the members of the Children's Ministry 
Team, are seeking ADULT VOLUNTEERS to care for our youngsters.  
To make it easy to say, “Yes! I want to help," we have set up two morning 
shifts:  one from 8:45am to 10:15am, and the other from 10:15am to 
11:45am.  Over the next month, we would love to see each Sunday, from 
May 19th through the end of August, filled with names.  There will be a 
large poster in the Gathering Room where you can sign up.  The many 
names you see will all be people from our congregation making a 
commitment for the sake of our children and the health of our church.   

Please sign up.  "One will do, even better is two!"  You will love the 
children, we promise, and the children will love you.  

Angela Crowe, Marsha DeVore, Carol Fuller, Jaylyn Hale, Jim 
Montgomery, Cheryl Thompson, and Lois Wells thank you.  



 

MEMBERS, 
Please step forward 

 

We would like very much to 
have some help at the elevator 
door on the first Sunday of 
every month to assist those 
who need help getting out of 
their car, getting onto the 

elevator and back to their car before and after 
the church service.  John Kessinger was our 
guardian angel for that particular Sunday of the 
month, and he will be sadly missed. 
 

 
We are also looking 
for someone who might 
be interested in 
gardening and who might 
be willing to organize the 
summer planting, 

watering and maintenance efforts.  If you 
have any questions, contact Lori Jensen at 
429-3400 or lori.jensen1@comcast.net. She 
is stepping down with other commitments. 
Lori was one of the people who has done so 
much with our beautiful flowers and bushes 
over the past years, but she is stepping 
down with other commitments. THANKS, 
LORI! 
 

 
 

LUNCH BUNCH 
LET’S GO BIRDING 

 
On April 18 we will hear about extraordinary birding 
experiences by former Millikin Biology professor, 
Norm Jensen, as he tells about and presents a 
power point show about the Sandhill Crane’s spring 
and fall migrations, primarily in Nebraska, his home 
state.  Our caterer, Roni Beasley, will bring us 
spaghetti, tossed salad, garlic bread & cookies.  
Our Parish Nurse, Phyllis McPherron, will give us 
some health news and Caroline Williams will 
present another devotional reading.  Persons of all 
ages are always welcome to join in the fun, starting 
with conversation at 10:30 a.m.  If you aren’t on our 
regular calling list, please call the church office 
before Tuesday noon, April 16, to reserve a $6 
lunch.   
  
Paul Rosenberger  
 
 

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 
 
The “Labor of Love” 
Prayer Shawl ministry 
will meet monthly on the 
2nd and 4th Wednesdays 
from 10:00-11:30 A.M. (or 

whenever you need to leave). We begin with a 
devotion, updates on members/concerns and 
chit-chat as we knit or crochet.  Drop in 
anytime April 24th. 

RECORD A STORY FOR A CHILD 
Volunteers are needed to help 
record mothers in prison reading 
a story from a children’s book to 
their child. Then the book and 
CD will be given to the child for 
listening to their mother’s voice 
at home. 

 
A Storybook training session for the women’s 
prison will be May 6th at Central Christian 
Church from 6:30-8:00 p.m.  If you have 
questions and would like to do this, call Jody 
Hantel at 767-2266. 

 
 

First Presbyterian Church 
Prayer Chain 
 
The power of prayer is amazing!  We pray for 
others affirming wholeness, abundant strength and 
peace for all and release any concerns into God’s 
care. With growing spiritual awareness, we are 
grateful for God’s blessings. 
To request prayer for someone, call any one 
person on the prayer chain. Contact Lori Jensen or 
Yvonne Lewis for further questions or information. 
An alternative to making a phone call is to send an 
email to the church at fpdec@comcast.net  and/or 
lori.jensen1@comcast.net. 

Joan Brown     877-0880 
Gayle Bruckner 877-4116 
Beth Coit 433-9055 
Carol Ferry  422-0964 
Jean Gift 428-1698 
Lori Jensen 429-3400 
Yvonne Lewis 423-8727 
Susan Marshall 422-0824 
Bob and Sue Muschal 519-2814 
Verlyn Rosenberger 877-4789 
Harriet Sadowski 428-5607 
Jane Spires 428-8502 
Joan Winick 428-5437 

 
There are several single gloves and 
various items in the Lost & Found basket 
in the Gathering room. 
 

  
SESSION HIGHLIGHTS 
 
In addition to receiving the monthly reports of the 
treasurer, standing committees, and program staff, 
at its stated meeting on April 15, 2013, Session 
 continued its study, led by Beth Bachtold, 

entitled “Growing Presbyterian Leaders”. 
    approved the transfer of Tom and Ann Irwin 

to Grace United Methodist Church, Decatur, 
IL. 

    agreed to the Peacemaking Committee’s  
request to host a performance by Jim Scott 
on Sunday, May 5 from 2-4 p.m. in the 
church.  A free will offering will be taken for 
Mr. Scott at that time. 

    granted permission for Tim Haworth be to 
officiate at the wedding of non-members to be 
held at FPC in May 2014. 

    approved Bill Keagle and Kate Pyle to fill the 
pulpit in Jim Montgomery’s absence. 

    approved the request for retirement from Jim 
Lycan as facilities manager, effective April 22, 
2013.  Jim’s last working day was March 31, 
2013. 


