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January 20, 2013 8:00 a.m. Worship Service – Chapel  
2ND SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 9:00 a.m. Christian Education Hour – Nursery available  
 9:15 a.m.  NewSong Worship Service – Chapel 
 10:30 a.m.  Worship Service – Sanctuary  
January 21, 2013                                              Office Closed    Martin Luther King, Jr. Birthday  
 

                                                                                    
First Presbyterian Vision and Mission Statements 

VISION: As faithful followers of Jesus Christ, we seek to be an open, caring, compassionate congregation,  
and to bring about positive changes in our community and world. 

MISSION:  We celebrate, explore, and demonstrate our Christian faith in loving service. 
MISSION PRIORITIES:  1) Be a Downtown Church; 2) Be One Church; 3) Guide and Lead People to the Possibilities of 
                                            Discipleship. 
 

 

Fill this 
House 
With Song 
 

Sunday, January 20, 2:00 pm 
Tabernacle Baptist Church 
Rt. 36 W. & N. Wyckles Rd. 
$10 adult, $9 (65+), $4 (12 and <) 

   
Everyone is encouraged to come to the 
concert at 2:00PM on Sunday, January 20th at 
Tabernacle Baptist Church. Tickets are 
available at First Pres, Berean Bookstore and 
Haines and Essick. This is an all-city choir 
benefit for Big Brothers-Big Sisters. Music will 
resonate from 12 different churches gathering 
in individual choir performances, a closing 
mass choir finale, and a special children’s 
choir. 

 
 

Church Choirs last rehearsals 
Wednesday, Jan. 16, 7:00PM at First 
Presbyterian Church 
Dress Rehearsal is Saturday, Jan. 19th at 9:00 
AM at Tabernacle Baptist. 
Concert is 2:00 PM Sunday, Jan. 20th at 
Tabernacle.  You can take home your church 
choir robe to wear at Sunday’s concert. 

 
Open spots available for hosting  
 
FOOD & FELLOWSHIP treats (or hosts) 
are needed in 2013. 
 
Please Sign up in the Gathering Room or 
contact Sue Muschal, 454-0005, or email her at 
sf905@hotmail.com. Thank You.  

 
MLK BANQUET 
 

The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Banquet will be held on Saturday, 
January 19, 2013 at 6 PM at the 
Decatur Conference Center.  The 
theme is "Living the Dream with 
Dignity", and the special speaker is Dr. 

Bernard LaFayette, Jr.  He has been a Civil 
Rights Movement activist, minister, educator, 
lecturer, and is an authority on the strategy on 
nonviolent social change.  Tickets are available in 
the church office for $30 through the 
Peacemaking Committee.  Please join us. 
The Freedom March is Monday, January 21 at 
noon—starting in 2 locations:  Mueller Park and 
Hess Park/Harris School. 

 

SOUPER BOWL coming up 

On Sunday, January 27, the youth will be 
collecting for the Souper Bowl. They will 
be donating the proceeds to the Weekend 
Backpack Project. Please give generously. 

 

NEW Adult Class  
This Sunday, January 20 

9-10 a.m.   
Lower Level Classroom 

 
Join Cathy Force and Courtney Kingery as we 
explore the best of today’s theological thought, 
yet explore what’s next for Christianity using the 
video series “Living the Questions”.   We will 
watch and discuss topics such as An Invitation 
to Journey, Taking the Bible Seriously, Thinking 
Theologically, and Stories of Creation.  This 
Adult class meets 9 -10 a.m. beginning THIS 
Sunday, January 20 for four weeks in the lower 
level classroom downstairs.   

Tower Notes 



 
OUR CHURCH FAMILY 
PRAYER CONCERNS:     

Paige Babcock is in the hospital in Springfield. 
Ruth Pace is home and doing therapy. 
Susan Hayes was released from Decatur Memorial Hospital 
on January 10, 2013. 
John Oaster was released from Decatur Memorial Hospital 
on January 10, 2013. 
Hoyt Coverstone has worsening congestive heart failure 
and is being treated for pneumonia at the nursing home 
where he resides and is doing better.  
Susan Grieve’s grandson in Seattle, Jimmy, has a bone 
infection in his ankle. He is on crutches while the doctors 
search for a diagnosis. 
Joanne Sly has moved to Imboden Creek Gardens Assisted 
Living Center and is in Room 216. 
Janet Palmer’s knee surgery went well and is scheduled to 
go home on Friday, January 18. 
Jeanette Swartz welcomes friends to her new home at 
Eagle Ridge, 875 W. McKinley Ave., #242. Her number is 
872-5086.  
 

Bill Noblitt, while in church on Sunday, began feeling faint 
and afraid he would pass out. His wife, Ellen, took him by 
the arm.   Charlie Platt sprang to his feet and ushered Bill 
into a wheelchair and to the library. Donna Washburn, a 
nurse and the morning’s Food and Fellowship Host, was 
also available to help. Impressively, Donna even ran back 
into the sanctuary when it was time for her to be installed 
with the other deacons, then ran back out to be with Bill 
and Ellen, while Jim Lycan kept the Noblitts company. 
 
Bill’s doctor was called and told him to “go home, drink 
plenty of liquids and rest.”  When he and Ellen left, Bill was 
stable once more.  On Monday more tests were scheduled 
for Bill and he would see his doctor on Tuesday.  Although 
his cancer has returned, with Ellen’s faithful presence, Bill 
continues to fight the good fight.  (Report from Rev. Jim) 

 
 

BACKPACK  FOOD  NEEDED 
 
Can you help with individual serving packages of  

 fruit and pudding cups 
 small water bottles and fruit drinks 
 packages of cereal or pop tarts 
 cookies, peanut butter or cheese crackers  
 granola bars 
 fruit pouches? 

 
 
Thank you for your donations to 
First Pres. We have a box in 
the Library.  
 
We serve 18 students weekly 
and our stock is diminishing.  
  
 

 

Help Wanted 
Someone to organize church photos in albums by 

year. Thank you for calling 429-4195 or e-mail 
cathyforce@comcast.net.  (No hurry) 

 

 

 

YOUTH LEAVE SUNDAY FOR 
INAUGURATION 

Please pray for the youth 
and adults leaving January 
20 and returning 
Wednesday, January 23 
after the inauguration. 

Leaving in the church van will be Marsha and 
Judson Devore and her daughter Kathryn 
Franklin, Olivia Bachtold and Kendall and 
Brett Eisenhauer, and driver Craig 
Mandernach.  They will stay at the Washington 
Seminar Center in Washington, D.C., and offer 
serving assistance on January 22 from 9-12 at 
the Capital Area Food Bank.  
 
 

   VERY GOOD 
January 20  
SUNDAY GREETERS 
Before Service  
#1 Julia Bright                  #4 Kathy Beube 
#2 Joan Tinch                  #5 Pat Smallwood 
#3 Cindy Wene 
Media Techs Food and Fellowship 
Brenda Aymer Margi Nicholson 
Fred Spannaus Susan Moore 
  

 

CHILDREN’S TURN  
 

We had a great time Sunday 
looking at the Lord's Prayer.  
We found, through giggles and 
hard work, that prayer was 
something that was not as 
difficult as we thought.  We 
also learned what each part of 

the Lord's Prayer means.  We hope that our 
friends can join us this next Sunday as we look 
further at God's Word. 
  
Jesus teaches me how God wants me to live. 
 “Bring in your kingdom so that your will is done 
on earth as it’s done in heaven.”  Matthew 6:10 
  
January’s Lessons 
       20th:  Birds of the Air 
       27th:  The Golden Rule 
 
Thank you to Lois Wells for teaching for me this 
next Sunday while I am in Washington, D.C. with 
the Youth trip. 
 
Our prayer children this week are Evan, Chloe, 
and Maia Cook.  Please keep Evan, Chloe, Maia, 
and their family in your prayers this week. 
See you soon! 
Marsha 
 

 

WOMEN’S NIGHT OUT 
O’Charley’s 

Thursday, January 24 
                  5:30 p.m. 

                         R.S.VP. 429-4195 

E-mail articles to:  
amcelder@comcast.n



 
 
 
 
 
 
Worship Highlights 

January 20, 2013 
2nd Sunday after Epiphany 

Christ the King Sunday 
Rev. Miley Palmer, preaching 
Rev. Jim Montgomery, liturgist 
Dianne DeVore - 8:00 lay leader 

Debbie Czerwinski – 10:30 lay leader 
 

Sermon Title 
Presto! Change-O! 

 
Scripture Lessons 

I Corinthians 12:1-11 
John 2:1-11 

 
Hymns and Songs 

Come Sing, O Church, In Joy! 
Jesus Loves Me! 

Called as Partners in Christ’s 
Service 

O Jesus, I Have Promised! 
 
 

January Ushers 
Myung Kim, captain 

Debbie and Ralph Czerwinski 
Meg and Chuck Edwards 

Nancy and Tom Force 
Ellen Noblitt-sub 
Charlie Platt-sub 

Trish Spinner 
David Williams 

 
 

Can you hear the 
Worship Service?   
We have 4 hearing 
amplifiers. Ask any usher   

                   for one.  
 
 
Wellsprings of Life”  

Tues., Thurs. at 
3:00pm 
Free Exercise 
Classes run 45 

min. to an hour.   
 
 

GLORY TO GOD 
HYMNALS 
We will continue to take 
your orders since we 
have ordered extra 
hymnals. 
Hymnals are $15 with a 
bookplate designation 
of your choice. 

 

Forms are in the 
church office.   

 
Pastor’s Perspective . . . “Have You Seen  
                                            Les Miserables yet?” 
 

Years ago, our good friend, the Rev. Dr. 
Arvid Adell and I were discussing great 
musicals.  I had been very fortunate to have 
played the lead role in two classic musicals, 
Fiddler on the Roof and Man of La Mancha.  
We agreed those two shows were 

exceptional. Then, Arvid said, “The best musical for my money 
has always been Les Miserables,” a show I had never even seen. 
 
Since then, Elysa and I have seen the play twice and now, we 
have seen the movie version twice at The Avon.  While “Fiddler” 
and “La Mancha” remain high on my list, a third musical drama 
has been added.  There are very few movies, plays, or musicals 
that touch the heart like “Les Mis.”  Add to that the profound 
theology behind the story itself makes it a wonderful, wonderful 
show for preachers to view. 
 
Have you seen “Les Miserables” yet?  You might want to see it 
before it leaves town, or read the book, or locate a film of the 
story.  Why?  First of all, you have heard my high 
recommendation. But secondly, all of my Lenten series of 
sermons will be based on the various theological themes that 
show up in the play/musical/book.  
 
I have always been hesitant to base a full sermon on one 
particular movie.  Suppose many, if not most of the congregation 
never saw it?  The sermon has little chance of touching them.   
 
And yet, here I go:  not just on sermon, but a series of sermons 
on one play.  You can prepare for Lent by seeing the movie, or at 
least reviewing a good synopsis of the story.  Whatever the case 
may be, my prayer is always that the worship services will be 
helpful and meaningful for each person present. 
 
I look forward to the series (Lent begins with Ash Wednesday 
on February 13, so you still have some time to see the movie).   
 
Keep well and faithful. 
 
Jim   
 

 
THANK YOU FOR GIVING 
YOUR TIME AND TALENTS 
 
Congratulations to our new elders 
and deacons who were ordained 
and installed last Sunday. 
 

 
 

ADULT CHURCH SCHOOL HOUR 
Sunday, January 20, 2013 

 

9:00 Present Word – Jesus Is Lord– Unit II, EXALTING CHRIST, 
focuses on discussion of “Gaining in Jesus Christ”. Scripture 
reading is Philippians 3:7-11. Ray Landon leads class in the 
pastor’s office.  
9:00 Everyday Issues Class – Dan Moore will speak on 
“Integration of Decatur Schools.”  
9:00 – “Living the Questions” – We will watch a video series and 
discuss An Invitation to Journey. Courtney Kingery and Cathy 
Force lead. Meet in the Lower Level Classroom downstairs. 
9:00 Youth Class – The junior- and senior-high youth Sunday 
school class is led by Chris Lawton. 
10:30 Chapel Class – We meet again in late January!  



 
PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 

 

The “Labor of Love” Prayer Shawl 
ministry will meet monthly on the 2nd 
and 4th Wednesdays from 10:00-11:30 
A.M. (or whenever you need to leave). 
We begin with a devotion, updates on 

members/concerns and chit-chat as we knit or 
crochet.  Drop in anytime on January 23rd. 

 
 
 

JANUARY THEATRE  7 COMEDY  
“LEAVING IOWA” 

 
NOT TOO LATE TO SEE 
 “Leaving Iowa” at Richland’s 
Shilling Auditorium on Friday, 
January 18 at 7:30 p.m.  
Please contact Decatur Area 
Arts Council    (423-3189) or 
www.theatre7.net to get your 

$13 tickets.  It’s rated FF (Family Fun) and is a 
heart-warming comedy where a middle-aged writer 
relives the summer he spent in the back seat of a 
station wagon on the great American family road 
trip.  

 
 

SANCTUARY CONCERT SERIES 
Millikin’s Chamber Chorale Tour 

Finale, Sunday, January 20 
Central Christian Church, 

650 W. William St. – 7:30 p.m. 
 
Directed by Guy Forbes, the Chamber Chorale is 
an upper-class, select-mixed ensemble that 
specializes in presenting gems from the standard 
choral repertoire. Besides participating in Vespers 
every year, they tour throughout the Midwest, 
singing at high schools and churches. 

 
 
 
First Presbyterian Church 
Prayer Chain 
 
The power of prayer is amazing!  We pray for 
others affirming wholeness, abundant strength and 
peace for all and release any concerns into God’s 
care. With growing spiritual awareness, we are 
grateful for God’s blessings. 
To request prayer for someone, call any one 
person on the prayer chain. Contact Lori Jensen or 
Yvonne Lewis for further questions or information. 
An alternative to making a phone call is to send an 
email to the church at fpdec@comcast.net  and/or 
lori.jensen1@comcast.net. 

Joan Brown     877-0880 
Gayle Bruckner 877-4116 
Beth Coit 433-9055 
Carol Ferry  422-0964 
Jean Gift 428-1698 
Lori Jensen 429-3400 
Yvonne Lewis 423-8727 
Susan Marshall 422-0824 
Bob and Sue Muschal 519-2814 
Verlyn Rosenberger 877-4789 
Harriet Sadowski 428-5607 
Jane Spires 428-8502 
Joan Winick 428-5437 

What is the Matter with You? 
 

Is it a cold?  Is it the flu?   Or 
is it just allergies?   It can be 
hard to tell.  First of all, it 
probably isn’t allergies this 
time of year with the 
temperatures below freezing 
and your Christmas tree long 

gone.  So how do you tell between a cold and 
the flu?  Here are some hints. A cold usually 
comes on gradually over a couple days; the flu 
tends to strike suddenly.   
Cold symptoms – runny nose, sneezing, nasal 
congestion, scratchy sore throat, no or low 
fever, mild fatigue.  
Flu symptoms – fever (usually over 101), chills 
and sweats, dry cough, muscle and joint pain, 
fatigue and weakness, nasal congestion. 
 
For both a cold and the flu - drink plenty of 
liquids, rest; try chicken soup (it can help break 
up nasal congestion), Tylenol or ibuprofen for 
pain. Seek medical help if you have difficulty 
breathing, a productive cough or high fever, all 
of which may indicate pneumonia. 
 
Of course, I hope you all got your flu shot, but it 
is still not too late.  It is not 100% effective, but 
even if you get the flu, it will lessen the 
severity. 
 
Call me if you have any further questions, and 
for all your sneezes –“God Bless You.” 
Phyllis 
 
 

It’s been a month 
We still mourn the loss at Sandy 

Hook Elementary School 
Charlotte Bacon, 6 
Daniel Barden, 7 

Rachel Davino, 29 
Olivia Engel, 6 

Josephine Gay, 7 
Anna Marquez-Greene, 6 

Dylan Hockley, 6 
Dawn Hocksprung, 47 

Madeline Hsu, 6 
Catherine Hubbard, 6 

Chase Kowalski, 7 
Jesse Lewis, 6 

James Mattioli, 6 
Grace McDonnell, 7 

Anne Marie Murphy, 52 
Emilie Parker, 6 

Jack Pinto, 6 
Noah Pozner, 6 

Caroline Previdi, 6 
Jessica Rekos, 5 

Avielle Richman, 6 
Lauren Rousseau, 30 

Mary Sherlach, 56 
Victoria Soto, 27 

Benjamin Wheeler, 6 
Allison Wyatt, 6 

 
We continue to pray for those who lost loved ones 
from all senseless acts, for solutions to our 
dangerous culture of violence, and for God to heal 
all of us. 


