
The Story of Our Salvation 
Trinity’s Stained Glass Windows 
Installed 1967-1969 and 1978 



Heavenly Jerusalem 

This window concludes the cycle of Salvation History depicted in the 

windows in Heritage Hall and expands upon the theme of the last 

window. The heavenly mansions are depicted in bright colors. The 

gates of the great walls are open to those who have been redeemed 

by the blood of the Lamb. The river of the Water of Life nourishes the 

Tree of Life. The Lamb of God overlooks the scene, seated on the book 

with the seven seals, two of which are hidden within the framework 

(Installed in 1978). 



Praising God Musically 

Standing outside Heritage Hall, look up the stairs to the former organ 

loft. There you see a window depicting musical instruments. Early 

horns, drums and stringed instruments have evolved over time to 

include pipe organs, grand pianos, electric guitars and drum sets. Any 

instrument, especially the human voice, can lift our praise and prayer 

to God in heaven (Installed in 1978). 

   here’s a hidden jewel at Trinity Lutheran Church, and it 

takes just a short walk down the hallway to find it. The stained-

glass windows in Heritage Hall tell amazing stories with nothing 

more than bits of colored and painted glass pieced together. 

Through these windows you can learn “The Story of Our 

Salvation.” 

You are invited to examine these works of art – for they truly are 

works of art – up close. Linger and look, and you may first notice 

the deep jewel-tones. Then you may notice the sky is made of a 

dozen different shades of blue. Perhaps you see the tiny bubbles 

that became trapped as the blown glass cooled, or wavy 

distortions caused by uneven thickness in the glass. And if you 

move in closer, you may see the etching that adds shades and 

texture to the overall picture. 

The nine windows on the south side (left as you face the former 

altar area) depict the message of the Old Testament. The twelve 

north-side windows proclaim the New Testament and the life of 

the Christian Church. Through these windows, we see Jesus and 

His work as the Incarnate Christ which, we pray, will help you 

better know God and find meaning in your earthly life. 

The windows were designed by Don Camplin, constructed and 

installed by the Conrad Pickel Studio of New Berlin, Wisconsin, 

most in the late 1960s. In the entry, just as you step up to enter 

Heritage Hall, three more windows are visible. Can you guess 

which one is original and which two were added in 1978? 

This booklet explains the symbolism of each window for your 

meditation and inspiration. Go in peace. 



Seeing God in Every-Day Life 

Just before you enter Heritage Hall, the window to the right reminds 

us that God is with us in our daily life.  

God is in our midst! The red triangle draws attention to the members 

of the  Holy Trinity, symbolized by God’s hand, the Chi-Rho, and dove. 

The Chi-Rho, which looks like an X and P combined, represents the first 

two letters of the Greek ΧΡΙΣΤΟΣ (Christos). The modern buildings, 

airplane, ship, train, factory, barn and tractor remind us that God is 

with us and works through us today, tomorrow, and beyond. 

Christ and the Church  

The Chi-Rho is surrounded by a 

halo for the transfiguration of 

Christ. The city on the rock is the 

heavenly Jerusalem. The outlines 

of Trinity Lutheran Church suggest 

the church in our time. 



The Reformation 

The Luther Rose, appearing at the 

top, represents the entirety of 

Martin Luther’s theology. The 

black cross causes pain, yet leaves 

the believer’s heart in its natural 

warm color. The heart is 

surrounded by a white rose to 

show that faith gives joy, comfort 

and peace. White is also the color 

of the spirits and the angels. “Such 

a rose should stand in a sky-blue 

field, symbolizing that such joy in 

spirit and faith is the beginning of 

the heavenly future joy … And 

around this field is a golden ring, 

symbolizing that such blessedness 

in Heaven lasts forever and has no 

end,” Luther wrote. 

We also see the cross rooted in 

the stump of Jesse. The cup and 

shell represent the sacraments of 

Holy Communion and Baptism, 

supported by the Word of God. 

The broad beam of light radiating 

toward heaven is Christ’s glory in 

His victory over sin and death.  

The First Three Days  

of Creation 

“1In the beginning when God created 

the heavens and the earth, 2the earth 

was a formless void and darkness 

covered the face of the deep, while a 

wind from God swept over the face of 

the waters.”  Gen. 1:1-2  

In the upper left-hand corner you see 

the gray void with a slash of yellow to 

symbolize light.  

3Then God said, “Let there be light”; 

and there was light. Gen. 1:3.  

The ray of light extending down 

makes all things grow. In a broader 

sense, this is the Light of God through 

which the prophets grew in wisdom 

and learning. It also represents the 

Light of Christ, so that we, too, may 

follow and grow in the wisdom and 

knowledge of Christ. The light blue 

area in the background symbolizes 

Day and the dark blue is Night (in the 

first two windows only, otherwise it is 

a convenience in design repeated in 

each grouping to bring together the 

grouping as a unit).  

On the second day, God created the 

clouds and sky. God created the dry 

land and seas, trees and flowers on 

the third day. 



 Days Four, Five and Six  

of Creation 

14 And God said, “Let there be lights in the 

dome of the sky to separate the day from 

the night; and let them be for signs and 

for seasons and for days and years, 15 and 

let them be lights in the dome of the sky 

to give light upon the earth.” And it was 

so. 16 God made the two great lights—the 

greater light to rule the day and the lesser 

light to rule the night—and the stars. 
17 God set them in the dome of the sky to 

give light upon the earth, 18 to rule over 

the day and over the night, and to 

separate the light from the darkness. And 

God saw that it was good. Genesis 1 

Here you see the sun ruling the Day, and 

the moon and stars of Night. The clouds 

here represent the seasons and a division 

between heaven and earth, completing 

the fourth day of creation.  

Birds and fish were created on the fifth 

day. Part of the sixth day is symbolized by 

animals past and present: the dinosaur, 

which represents the beasts that roamed 

the earth in its beginning; the lion, for the 

animals of today; and the rabbit, bridging 

the past and the present (The oldest 

rabbit fossils are about 56 million years 

old). 

The Apostolic Age 

Through his many letters, Paul had 

enormous influence on the Christian 

Church. The book and sword are 

symbols of St. Paul, and come from 

Ephesians 6:17, Take the sword of 

the Spirit, which is the word of God. 

The sword also signifies the means 

of Paul’s death. 

The sun contains the Greek initials of 

JESUS, and refers to St. Paul’s 

conversion, “I am Jesus whom you 

are persecuting.” Acts 9:5. The 

sailboat with a cross over the sail 

represents the missionary journeys 

of the apostles. The orb and cross 

are the Gospel spread over the 

world. 



Day of Pentecost: 

Birth of the Church 

Descending dove and cloud 

represent the descent of the Holy 

Spirit on the first Pentecost. The fiery 

tongues come from Acts 2:3  – There 

appeared to them tongues as of fire.  

The seven tongues suggest the seven 

gifts of the Holy Spirit. The broad 

beam of light radiating from heaven 

suggests the promise, But you shall 

receive power when the Holy Spirit 

has come upon you. Acts 1:8 

Creation of Man and his Fall 

God’s final work of creation on the sixth 

day is humankind. The hands of God 

emerging from a cloud form Adam from 

dust. Dust is shown here by the brown 

tone upon which Adam is standing.  

The lower half of the window symbolizes 

the Fall of Man. The tree with the apples 

represents the Tree of Knowledge of 

Good and Evil, which held the fruit that 

God had forbidden Adam and Eve to eat. 

Satan the serpent, wound around the 

tree, enticed Adam and Eve to eat the 

forbidden fruit. The flaming sword 

represents the cherubim God placed 

before the east entrance of the Garden 

of Eden to restrain Adam and Eve from 

reentering after they had been expelled. 



Covenants of Promise  

After the great flood, the rainbow 

serves as God’s sign of covenant with 

Noah:  13 I have set my bow in the 

clouds, and it shall be a sign of the 

covenant between me and the earth. 

Genesis 9:13  
  

The stars are a symbol of Abraham and 

God’s promise: 17 I will indeed bless 

you, and I will make your offspring as 

numerous as the stars of heaven and 

as the sand that is on the seashore. 

Genesis 22:17 
  

The snake wrapped around the globe 

is a reminder of Adam’s sin: 5 I will put 

enmity between you and the woman, 

and between your offspring and hers; 

he will strike your head, and you will 

strike his heel. Genesis 3:15  
  

The Chi-Rho is God’s promise through 

Jesus at the Last Supper: 26 While they 

were eating, Jesus took a loaf of bread, 

and after blessing it he broke it, gave it 

to the disciples, and said, “Take, eat; 

this is my body.” 27 Then he took a cup, 

and after giving thanks he gave it to 

them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; 
28 for this is my blood of the covenant, 

which is poured out for many for the 

forgiveness of sins. Matthew 26:26-28 

Jesus’ Ascension into Heaven  

The fiery chariot of Elijah in 2 Kings 2:11 

is a prototype for Jesus’ Ascension into 

heaven. We see the Chi-Rho, the symbol 

of Christ, pasting through the clouds, 

with footprints in the grass as a 

reminder that Jesus was a man walking 

the earth. 

As they were watching, he was lifted up, 

and a cloud took him out of their sight. 

Acts 1:9 



The Resurrection of Christ 

The slender Chi-Rho, monogram of 

Christ, symbolizes our Lord rising from 

the tomb (oblong shape). The broad 

beam of light radiating toward heaven 

suggests Christ’s glory in His victory 

over sin and death. The Easter lilies are 

a meaningful symbol of the 

resurrection: they have pierced the 

ground and appear in their white 

splendor. 

The Passover and Exodus 

The ray of light is the symbol of God’s 

grace in leading the children of Israel 

out of bondage in Egypt to the 

Promised Land. Now, reading the 

window from the bottom up, God calls 

Moses through the burning bush. The 

blood on the door post and lintel 

portrays the Passover: 13 The blood 

shall be a sign for you on the houses 

where you live: when I see the blood, I 

will pass over you, and no plague shall 

destroy you when I strike the land of 

Egypt. Genesis 12:13  

 

As Moses led the Children of Israel out 

of Egypt, God parted the waves of the 

Red Sea so the Children of Israel could 

escape from the armies of Egypt. They 

eventually reached the Promised 

Land, depicted by the bunches of 

grapes, which symbolize prosperity. 



The Mosaic Covenant  

at Mount Sinai 

After leading the Children of Israel out 

of Egyptian Slavery, God establishes a 

new covenant with Israel, providing 

Law to govern the people in the 

Promised Land. The Hands of God 

coming down through the clouds are 

holding the two tablets containing the 

Ten Commandments given to Moses 

atop Mt. Sinai. The scroll contains the 

covenants and laws which God’s people 

are to live by. Today those laws are part 

of the Old Testament. 

The Passion of our Lord 

Jesus’ passion began at the column 

and scourge where the Roman soldiers 

beat him. Jesus then carried his cross 

to Golgotha, where he was crucified 

alongside two thieves (the smaller 

crosses).  

 

Soldiers rolled dice, gambling for 

ownership of Jesus’ seamless robe. 
24 “Let us not tear it but cast lots for it 

to see who will get it.” This was to 

fulfill what the scripture says, “They 

divided my clothes among themselves, 

and for my clothing they cast lots.” 

John 19:24 

 

At Jesus’ death, the sun and moon 

darkened sun and moon. 44 It was now 

about noon, and darkness came over 

the whole land until three in the 

afternoon, 45 while the sun’s light 

failed; and the curtain of the temple 

was torn in two. Luke 23:44-45 



The Passion of our Lord 

The chalice and cross rising from it 

symbolize the agony in the Garden 

when Jesus said, “42 Father, if you are 

willing, remove this cup from me; yet, 

not my will but yours be done.”  

Luke 22:42 

 

The lantern, sword and rope are 

traditional passion symbols, suggesting 

Jesus’ capture in the garden. The ewer 

and basin represent Pilate’s 

condemnation of Jesus. The rooster 

reminds us of Jesus’ prediction of 

Peter’s denial: “72 Before the cock crows 

twice, you will deny me three times.”  

Mark 14:72 

Israel’s Historic Kings 

When Israel began its Kingly tradition, 

a king was anointed with oil poured 

from a horn. Here the horn represents 

Saul, the first King of Israel. 1 Samuel 

took a vial of oil and poured it on 

(Saul’s) head, and kissed him; he said, 

“The Lord has anointed you ruler over 

his people Israel.  1 Samuel 10:1.  

 

King David, the musician, is depicted by 

the harp. Many psalms are credited to  

David, the singer of the Lord.  

 

Solomon was a wise king who built the 

temple of Jerusalem at God’s 

command.  

 

After Solomon’s death, the kingdom 

was divided when the tribes of Judea 

and Benjamin departed, forming the 

Southern Kingdom or Kingdom of 

Judea. Their shield has a lion and two 

stars. The ten remaining tribes kept the 

name of Israel and are symbolized by 

ten stars on the gold shield.  



Prophetic Messages  

of the Old Testament  

There were four major and twelve 

minor prophets. In this window we 

learn of the four major prophets.  

 

Isaiah’s symbol is tongs with a burning 

coal that cleansed his lips, heart and 

soul before starting his vocation. 7 The 

seraph touched my mouth with it and 

said: “Now that this has touched your 

lips, your guilt has departed and your sin 

is blotted out.” Isaiah 6:7 

 

Three stones represent Jeremiah, for it 

is said that he was stoned to death.  

 

Ezekiel, a fortress of hope to his people 

is symbolized with the turreted 

gateway.  

 

Daniel is shown by a lion, for the Lord 

had saved him when he was cast into 

the lion’s den: 22 My God sent his angel 

and shut the lions’ mouths so that they 

would not hurt me.  Daniel 6:22 

Jesus’ Last Days  

The orb, cross and palm branches 

show Jesus’ triumphant entry into 

Jerusalem for the Passover. Jesus and 

his disciples ate their Passover meal, 

now known as the Last Supper, as we 

see in the chalice, host, wheat and 

grapes.  

 
22 While they were eating, he took a 

loaf of bread, and after blessing it he 

broke it, gave it to them, and said, 

“Take; this is my body.” 23 Then he took 

a cup, and after giving thanks he gave 

it to them, and all of them drank from 

it. 24 He said to them, “This is my blood 

of the covenant, which is poured out 

for many.” Mark 14:22-24 

 

We see Judas’ betrayal in the thirty 

pieces of silver. 14 Then one of the 

twelve, who was called Judas Iscariot, 

went to the chief priests 15 and said, 

“What will you give me if I betray him 

to you?” They paid him thirty pieces of 

silver. 16 And from that moment he 

began to look for an opportunity to 

betray him. Matthew 26: 14-16 



Jesus’ Earthly Ministry  

At the top of the window the Hand of 

God (manus Dei) carries a two-fold 

meaning: Christ is being sent by the 

Father, and He possesses the power to 

perform miracles. The crown and 

scepter signify the Kingdom of God, thy 

Kingdom come, and Christ the King.  

 

The Maltese (eight-pointed) cross 

signifies the eight beatitudes. The jars of 

Jesus’ first miracle at the wedding in 

Cana stand in for all of His miracles. 

Likewise, of Jesus’ many parables, the 

pitcher and bandage from the story of 

the Good Samaritan represent Jesus’ 

many parables. 

The Priestly Order of the 

Hebrew Nation 

Priests descended from Aaron (Moses’ 

brother) played a large role in the lives 

of Israelites, presiding over the many 

sacrifices required under the Law of  

Moses.  Those laws also covered what 

a priest should wear. See Exodus 39 

for a full description. A brief synopsis is 

contained in this window. 

 

The top third of the window shows the 

linen head gear of the high priest. A 

gold plate is engraved with the words 

“Holy to the Lord.”  At the top of the 

middle section is see a square breast 

plate with twelve precious stones 

decorating it. These stones are 

engraved with the names of the 

Twelve Tribes. The breast plate is 

secured to the priest by a gold chain 

behind his neck and purple ribbons 

fastened at his waist.  

 

The Menorah, a seven-branched 

candlestick made of pure gold, lit the 

Sanctuary of the Tabernacle. It was 

lighted continually and weighed 130 

pounds. The censer is a reminder of 

prayer, Let my prayer be as incense. 

Psalm 141:2 



The Birth of our Lord  

Jesus Christ 

Thoughts of Christmas often bring to 

mind a stable filled with familiar 

characters. While we see the manger or 

crib, a sign of Jesus’ humble birth, there 

are also lesser-known but equally 

important symbols.  

The trefoil, the symbol of the Holy 

Trinity, is placed above the clouds which 

separate heaven and earth. The ray 

extending from the left arm of the trefoil 

shows us that the newborn child is of 

divine origin and the second part of the 

Trinity: God the Father, God the Son, 

and God the Holy Spirit. The Chi-Rho and 

halo are symbols of Christ.  

The Shepherd’s staff reminds us of the 

shepherds who visited Jesus in the 

stable. The three vessels represent the 

gifts of the Wise Men, showing that all 

men, both high and low, would worship 

Him. The Pyramids symbolize the flight 

to Egypt under Herod’s threat. 

Jesus’ Preparation for Ministry 

In the Bible, Jesus’ early life is revealed 

in with a story here, another there. Here 

we see His Presentation in the Temple 

accompanied by a sacrifice of two 

doves. 24...and they offered a sacrifice 

according to what is stated in the law of 

the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves or two 

young pigeons.” Luke 2:22-24.  

A lack of communication or 

miscommunication resulted in a three-

day search for Jesus. The lamp and scroll 

represent the Finding in the Temple. The 

Lamp symbolizes wisdom, and the scroll 

represents the story from Luke 2:46-47: 
6After three days they found Him in the 

temple, sitting among the teachers, 

listening to them and asking questions. 
47And all who heard Him were amazed 

at His understanding and His answers.  

The girdle and locust represent John the 

Baptist: 6Now John was clothed with 

camel’s hair, with a leather belt around 

his waist, and he ate locusts and wild 

honey. Mark 1:6  

The shell, water and Chi-Rho are 

symbols of Jesus’ baptism by John the 

Baptist: “I have baptized you with water; 

but he will baptize you with the Holy 

Spirit. Mark 1:8 


