
TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH (ELCA)  

Worship, Serve, Proclaim 
      www.tlcyankton.com     403 Broadway, Yankton SD  57078     Telephone  (605) 665-7415     

 Pastor Jeff M. Otterman  j.otterman@me.com         (605) 645-0396 

  Secretary’s email: finance.tlc@iw.net (Lilah) or sec.tlc@iw.net (Julie) 

 As I am preparing this letter, it is the first day of Autumn. Change is in the air, and from the last 
vestiges of hot weather come winds and cooler temperatures.  Leaves change colors and fall to the ground, 
leaving the trees bare. Daylight Savings Time ends soon. We will fall back one hour and be greeted with the 
beauty of darkness; of glowing suns light years away as they twinkle in the night. If you happen to be paying 
attention during the dash into winter, you might even encounter the Northern Lights. 
 With the fall, we begin our Wednesday worship service. It is a quiet event where singing is at a 
minimum and silence holds our time together.  I am just as uncomfortable with being silent as, I believe, the 
majority of people might be. Though it might seem strange to sing simple songs over and over, it is very 
relaxing and restful. I invite all of you who might want a service of silence to come and join us for this rare 
treat. Within the beauty of darkness, candlelight creates an ambience unlike any other service that we offer to 
the community. We are also using a metaphor, for this worship service, in the form of a cup of your choosing. 
You can bring a tea cup, coffee cup, or any cup that you feel represents your soul.  I will also have cups 
available for those who forget their cup.  This is a service of rest, contemplation, silence, and simple songs. I 
invite you to come and join us at 6 PM on Wednesdays. 
 This fall, we are reinstituting a group called Windows. It is for any single person living with divorce or 
the death of a spouse. We are still in the planning stages, but our initial meetings will be Saturday, November 
6th, after the 5:30 p.m. service and on Sunday, November 7th,  after the 10:45 service. Thereafter, we are 
planning to meet at noon on the first Sunday of each month.  
 This year's confirmation service is on Saturday, October 30th, and we will work with students and 
families for those that cannot make their confirmation on this day.  Most likely, those not being able to attend 
on the Saturday service will be confirmed on the Sunday service on October 31st at 10:45 a.m. Coordinating 
everyone’s schedule can be a challenge, but we will do what we can to ensure that all of our confirmands are 
given the opportunity to make their Affirmation of Baptism.  
 Also, I am looking for two groups to commit a bit of time to making quilts and building wooden 
containers for baptisms.  These are truly not one-person jobs, yet one person has been doing the bulk of each 
of these baptismal projects.  Please call Julie, Pastor Jeff, Lilah or Pam to let us know if you would be 
interested in helping craft such memory items for the children being baptized. 
 Change is in the air, but don't let that scare you into submission. Allow yourself to roll with those 
changes to find your way with ours at Trinity Lutheran Church.  Stay healthy, get your vaccines, make a 
difference with the people around you and may you come to know the peace of Christ. 

 
Pastor Jeffrey Otterman 

 

 WORSHIP SCHEDULE  

Saturdays 
Contemporary Service 
 5:30 p.m. 

Sundays  Contemporary Service                        8:15 a.m. 
                    Coffee Fellowship/Adult Bible Study/  
                    Sunday School                                     9:30 a.m. 
 Traditional Service                            10:45 a.m.                          
**Confirmation  
9th grade on Sunday at 6:30 p.m. 
6th-8th grades on Wednesday from 7:00-8:00 p.m. 

Wednesdays  
Contemplative Worship 
 6:00 p.m. 



Gifts and Memorials   
 

In Loving Memory of John Lundin 

For Laundry with TLC 
from the Rev. Duane Wisner 

  
In Loving Memory of Ed Highland 

For Debt Reduction 

Dorothy Anderson and Jerald & Sheila Swedlund 
 

In Loving Memory of Fred Branaugh 

For Debt Reduction 

Norman & Kathleen West 

In Loving Memory of Fred Branaugh 

For Laundry with TLC 

Ron & Jan Bertsch 

In Loving Memory of Fred Branaugh 

For Trinity Building Fund 

Randy & Nancy Schaap 

Church Happenings 
 

              Baptisms                Deaths 
  
Carter Micheal Walsh     Fred Branaugh            
Son of:                                           April 1, 1924 ~ September 10, 2021  
James & Karla Walsh                        
Born: April 28, 2021               Eldon Johnson          
Baptized: September 18, 2021                     March 18, 1947 ~ September 17, 2021
                                                 



Baby Quilts  
 As each infant is baptized at Trinity, they are wrapped in a blanket and held aloft for 
the congregation to see the new member of God’s family. 
 Many of those quilts have been made by Bertha Kaiser. Using donated supplies, she 
has been quilting for Trinity’s newest members since 2004. “I’ve sewn nearly 600 quilts, 
mostly baby (quilts),” she said. 
 Bertha will be 94 in December 2021, and she has never thought of quitting.  
“Sewing is a good pastime. Love it! Keeps your mind off worldly things,” she said. 

Mini Mural 
 An invisible, boring brown door near Trinity’s main entrance had a  
makeover this summer!  
 Dana Megard, organizer of our Little Free Library, thought it would be nice to have a 
scene painted on the door to draw attention to the books available, so she called upon Aly 
Fedde. 
 Aly is a college student, home for the summer, and talented artist. She sketched out a 
few ideas and began work this summer. 
 The scene features three children looking at a book, and out of the book is a fanciful 
world with detailed ocean, tree, and several figures crossing a bridge. 

Earl Stahlecker 
 As Trinity recognizes and remembers veterans in 2021, it may be a well-kept secret 
that many of these veterans’ service does not end when they receive their discharge papers. 
 Earl Stahlecker is one such veteran. He served in the Army from 1961-63, and as a 
member of the American Legion, his service continues. 
 For the past 14 years, he has been part of the American Legion group delivering 
groceries to shut-ins. The customers, mostly women, place their orders at HyVee Tuesday 
for free delivery the next day. As HyVee increased its Aisles Online services, they were ready 
to let the American Legion delivery men go, “But the ladies didn’t want us to stop,” Earl 
said. 
 Earl also has been part of the Honor Guard for the last 11 years when families request 

this for their loved one. The presence of the Guard recognizes and honors the deceased for 

their military service. 



EXCITING NEWS!!! 
Thanks to your generosity, 
Trinity is on the last $100,000 
of our debt! We are looking  
forward to ending this debt by 
June 2022 with your continued 
response. Congratulations! 

Church Directory  
almost done! 

Last week we concluded on-site  
photography for our church  
directory. If you didn’t have your 
photo taken, feel free to send one to 
the office by Monday, Oct. 18. You 
may email it to finance.tlc@iw.net 
or drop off a professional print (not 
from a home computer). 
 

Laundry Helpers Needed 
Laundry with TLC has helped dozens 
of people in its first few months. Now 
we are offering this twice a month, but 
could use more helpers. We help put 
money in the machines and visit with 
the people, but do not actually do their 
laundry. Can you help us for a couple hours on the 
2nd and 4th Tuesday of the month? Contact Lilah at  
665-7415 or finance.tlc@iw.net 

Picnic in the Park 
Thank you to all who attended and 
provided food to share at our annual 
church picnic on Sunday, September 
12th. A special thanks to The Fryn’ 

Pan Restaurant for preparing the tavern meat and 
to Jill & Marty Wermers for donating the buns!  

               

                                Mission of the Month 
                   River City Domestic Violence Center 
                                   (Women’s Shelter) 
 
                                         Our Mission 
The River City Domestic Violence Center provides a safe haven to 
victims of domestic violence and sexual assault.  River City exists to 
break the cycle of domestic violence and sexual assault in our community through survivor empowerment, 
advocacy, education, awareness and social change. 

 

                                     Vision Statement 
 

• We believe the voices of survivors. 
• We believe children have the right to be safe and live without the fear of domestic violence. 
• We believe the cycle of domestic violence can be broken through community education, empowerment and 

survivor advocacy. 
• We believe in a society free of abuse and domestic violence. 
• We believe that safe homes and families are the foundation of our society. 
• We believe in providing a safe healing environment as ongoing support service to survivors. 
 

If you or someone you know is in immediate need of these services, please call (605)665-1448. 

Meals on Wheels volunteers for September: 
Thank you for being the hands and feet of Jesus in Yankton, feeding the hungry and helping 
those who can’t get around as well as they once could. Chuck & Cheryl Leiferman,  
Robin & Doug Brooks, Diane Houdek, Jake & Sandy Hoffner, Shari & Jim Hovland,  
Julie Stotz, Matt & Abbie Bertsch and Ce Sorensen all helped deliver Meals on Wheels in  
September.  
If you can help deliver from 10:30-noon on Wednesdays, please contact Lilah at 665-7415 or 

finance.tlc@iw.net to be involved in this important ministry. 

mailto:finance.tlc@iw.net
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COMMITTEE MEMBERS FOR 2022 
         The day is quickly approaching when Trinity will be needing volunteers to serve on 
the following committees: Deacons, Education, Evangelism, Stewardship, Trustees, and 
Youth and Family. We pray that you will want to be a vital part in the operation and 
planning of Trinity’s future. Please consider how you may be able to lend your talents and 
knowledge to the decisions we make as a church to further enhance our growth within our 
church and community. Below you will find a description of our various committees and 
the responsibility of each committee. 

Thank you for your prayerful consideration. 
 

“Everyone can be great, because everyone can serve.” Martin Luther King, Jr. 
 

Responsibilities of Committee Members 
 

Deacons Committee 
The goal of the Deacons Committee is to involve as many members of our congregation as possible in worship, learning, witness, 
service and support. Among other things, Trinity’s Deacons Committee are the people who make sure the following worship 
servants are lined up every week: ushers, scripture readers, communion preparers, video operators, van drivers, etc. We make sure 
that needs for special services are met, like having candles ready for Christmas Eve services and decorating the Christmas 
tree. These are “routine” but important things in the life and service of our church and there is a natural flow to fulfilling these 
duties. It’s a nice board! 
 
Education Committee 
The Education Committee helps people of all ages in their Spiritual journey.  We organize things such as Sunday school, 
Confirmation, Summer Bible Camp, adult Bible studies, Milestone Ministry programs, VBS, fundraisers to help send students 
to summer Bible camps and other fun family activities. 
 
Evangelism Committee 
The Evangelism Committee is responsible for outreach ministry including the Connection Card monitoring and follow-up, guest 
bags, maintaining contact with our college students, annual Church Picnic and an outreach event. 
 
Stewardship Committee 
The Stewardship Committee oversees our congregation’s annual giving, educates the congregation on how its giving makes God’s 
mission possible, and provides resources to make it easier for our members to joyfully and prayerfully give to the mission of our 
church! 
 
Trustees Committee 
The Trustees Committee responsibilities are to be the custodian of the Congregation’s property. The responsibilities include, but 
are not limited to, oversight of day to day building and grounds maintenance. 
 
Youth and Family Committee  
The Board of Youth and Family’s mission is to help develop relationships and enhance the spiritual life of youth. The Youth 
and Family Committee will also work to coordinate family fellowship opportunities. 



Education 
Pam Brockberg (she/her) pam.tlc@iw.net 660-7569 

October Schedules: 
 

Sunday school - 3 year olds through 8th grade / 9:30-10:30 am 
 3 Abram’s Call 
 10 Abraham and Sarah’s Visitors 
 17 Isaac’s Blessing 
   Prayer pillows presented to 3 year olds during Sunday worship services 
 24 Free from Slavery 
 31 The Red Sea 
 
Confirmation - 6th, 7th & 8th grades / 7-8 pm 
 6 OT: Genesis 
 13 Small Group Night for 6th & 8th grades 
  Large group for 7th graders 
 20 OT: Exodus 
 27 OT: Law 

 
Trinity welcomes the following students into the 

Confirmation program this year and presented them 

with study Bibles during worship on September 19: 

Sixth Graders: Kamry Anderson, Gibson Brooks, Aubriana Burks, Eliza Caba, Kolden Cameron, 

Brenna Cuka,  Gage Gardner, Kennedy Gednalske, Simon Kampshoff, Jackson Kudera,  

Evan Lloyd, Allayna Seiler, Isaac Serck, Brody Simonsen, Lyndee Zuck,  

Whitaker Hanson (7
th

 grade) and Kyra Zuck (8
th

 grade)! 

 

Thank you to the following people for helping with the children’s and youth ministries at Trinity 

this year!  Heather Anderson, Abbie Bertsch, Darcie Briggs, Keith Brockberg, Renae Brooks,  

Robin Brooks, Jade Bruckner, Jessica Cameron, Kayla Charles, Paige Elwood,  

Aaron and Chasity Feser, Kelli Fink, Sara Gilmore, Shawna Hatch, Randi Kindle, Carrie Kranz, 

Marlania Mentele, Kevin Moe, Cindy Nelsen, Misty Nockels, Leslie Noehren, Julie and Kevin O’Brien,  

Beryl and Byron Olson, Brynann Olson, Sue Otterman, Jen and Tyler Schmidt,  

Jared and Teresa Seiler, Steph Serck, Pat Smith, Lanna Tramp, Shannon Viereck and April Willman. 

 

Sunday school offering mission for fall: Sack Pack program.  Sack Packs provide children 

at risk of hunger with kid friendly food to ensure they aren’t hungry over the weekends.  

Sack Packs are distributed all year round on Fridays so kids have food for the weekends. 

 

Needed: Sunday school team-teacher for 2nd grade.  Confirmation guides 
for 8th grade girls, 7th grade girls and someone to plan small group nights for the 7th 

grade boys (3 times during the year.)  Please prayerfully consider helping teach a class!  
Contact Pam to volunteer. 

 

Reminder: Following the Yankton School District’s lead, everyone participating in the 
Confirmation and Sunday school programs at Trinity Lutheran Church will be required to 

wear a mask.  Thank you for your understanding and cooperation. 

Confirmation - 9th Grade / 6:30 pm 

 3 Vocation 

 10 Worship 

 17 Doubt 

 24 Fellowship Event / Review 

Pictures start at 6 pm 

 

 30 Affirmation of Baptism  

during Saturday 5:30 pm worship service 



(Continued on next page) 

CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL MINUTES 
TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 

AUGUST 12, 2021 
6:30 p.m.  Committee Meetings        
7:30 p.m.  Congregational Council 
PRESENT:  Pastor Jeff Otterman, Pastor Kwen Sanderson, Steve Hermanson, Dave Spencer, Arlene Ryken, Tom Stotz, Pam Brockberg,  

  Nick Moser, Doug Ryken, Ben Merkel, Sherrie Wehrer, and Lilah Gillis.  
A. Congregational Council   
B. Opening Devotions – Tom Stotz 

1. Tom gave the devotion on “Keep our eyes fixed on the Lord” from a devotion in Christ in Our Home. 
C. Committee Reports (short summary-1 minute each) 

1. Youth and Family by Nick Moser 
a)    The Youth Group have been meeting regularly. 
b)    Next week they will be starting the Fall Schedule. 

2. Trustees by Ben Merkel 
a)    Going to go with Guarantee Roofing & Sheet Metal out of Norfolk to do the roof on the Heritage Hall and Chapel.  

They will do it in the Spring when they can get the materials.  They will patch the roof this fall at no charge.  It will 
cost approximately $120,000.00 for the two roofs.  The roof will be a rubber roof that will be fully glued down.  They 
will be using metal where needed. 

b)    The roof over the Multipurpose Room will be done the following year in 2022.  This roof will not be billed until 
2023. 

3. Education by Pam Brockberg 
a)    Back to School Blessing will be on August 22nd.  
b)    There were 8 families at Vacation Bible School.  One brought a friend.  There were about 20 to 25 fed each night. 
c)    Pam suggested that maybe we should start a Family Day on a Saturday this year. 
d)    The Sunday School teachers are being covered. 
e)    They had a “Late Night” on August 6th.  They had 4 and had a great time. 
f)    The Sunday School and Confirmation Classes will be starting again.   

4. Deacons by Doug Ryken 
a)    There were 8 of us at our meeting tonight. 
b)    The Active Shooter Training was a success.  Will be sending them a thank you.  
c)    The green paraments are being ordered. 
d)    Four wooden plant stands are being ordered at a cost of $100.00 each. 
e)    Still working on a plan to build a new Nativity Stable with a star. 
f)    Working on a new Fall schedule for the ushers.   
g)    Working on organizing the Church Directory.  Dalene is working with Lilah on the layout and design. 
h)    Discussed preparations for the Fall Picnic that will be held on Sunday, September 12th.   
i)     September 21st and 22nd are the new dates to have your pictures taken for the Church Directory.  It was decided to 

just send out post cards.  There will be no calls.  This will be the last chance to get your pictures taken.  So far there 
have been approximately 275 pictures taken. 

5. Stewardship/Endowment by Tom Stotz 
a)    There is nothing new to report this month. 

6. Evangelism by Sherrie Wehrer 
a)    Discussed the Church Picnic at Riverside on Sunday, September 12th.  Frying Pan will cater the tavern meat.  
b)    Jill Wermers is working on a new board for the Veterans.  There will be a Temple Talk given.  She wants this all fin-

ished before Veterans Day on November 11th.      
c)    For the Fall Retreat they would like to have Jill Miller, a singer/songwriter/speaker.  It will be held in the Heritage 

Hall.  A tentative date of Wednesday evening, November 10th (taking the place of our Wednesday evening Worship 
Service) has been suggested.  Would like the setting to be like a campground with the lights turned down, with a fake 
firepit, and serve hot chocolate and s’mores. The cost is approximately $500.00 to $1,000.00.  Thrivent might help 
with the cost or might take a free will offering. 

7. Pastor Otterman’s Report 
a)    Pastor Jeff handed out a 1-page Church Council Pastoral Report. 
b)    Pastor said 4 members had passed away in July.  There were no weddings or baptisms.   
c)    The Tailgates were successful, and he thanked everyone for their time and talents. 
d)    There will be a Hymn Sing after church on Sunday. 
e)    Pastor Jeff will be on vacation from Tuesday, August 17th through Tuesday, August 24th.  Pastor Gary Westgard will 

be filling in for Pastor. 
f)    August 23rd through October 8th Pastor will be taking two classes at DWU. 
g)    The new Welcome table in the Narthex will be mobile.  They are waiting for money to be appropriated for the materi-

als.  It will contain items necessary for medical emergencies. 
h)    It is scheduled to meet and have yearly reviews with all employees in September. 
i)     September 12th is the Worship in the Park. 
j)     New Member Classes will be Sunday, November 7th after the Worship Service. 

8. Befriender’s Ministry Report by Pastor Kwen 
a)    In July, Trinity’s Befriender volunteers made 53 connections with 41 Kin. 
b)    Majestic Bluffs is now in lock down because of a Covid positive test. 



 

Executive Council 
1. Additions to the Agenda by Steve Hermanson 

a)    There were no additions added.    
2. Approve the Agenda 

a)    A motion to approve the Agenda was made by Sherrie Wehrer.  Doug Ryken seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 
3. Approve the Minutes 

a)    A motion to approve the minutes for June and July was made by Pastor Jeff.  Tom Stotz seconded the motion.  Mo-
tion carried.     

4. Treasurer’s Report by Lilah Gillis for Kyle Repp 
a)    At the end of July we had $146,698.00 in our General Fund Checking Account.  At the end of July we had 

$305,296.00 in the Restrictive Funds.  
b)    Our Mortgage Debt was $124,737.00 at the end of July.  Cash on Hand to reduce debt is $77,494.00.  Other Pledges 

to come in will cover the Balance.  
c)    The July Offerings were $46,307.00.  The July Expenses were $39,658.00.  The net excess income to cash is 

$6,649.00. 
d)    Year-to-Date the Offerings were $322,730.00.  The Year-to-Date Expenses were $279,182.00.  The net excess in-

crease to cash is $43,548.00. 
e)    Restricted funds to cover Capital Projects, like Roof Repair, has cash $81,383.00.  Endowment Funds may be avail-

able to use also.  
5. Approve the Treasurer’s Report 

a) A motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report was made by Doug Ryken.  Sherrie Wehrer seconded the motion.  
                                          Motion carried.  
    

E.    Old Business 
1. Roof Update by Ben Merkel 

a)    The history is listed above under the Trustee’s Report. 
b)    The roof over the Heritage Hall and Chapel will be paid in the Spring of 2022.  There will be a “Red Can” to collect 

donations toward these roofs.  A motion to authorize the roof repair above the Heritage Hall and Chapel was made 
by Tom Stotz.  Nick Moser seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 

c)    Next month, in Old Business, we will discuss the roof over the Multipurpose Room. 
2. Update on Call Committee by Nick Moser 

a)    They are working on calling an Associate Pastor with an emphasis on Youth.  Will work with the ELCA Headquar-
ters and then to the Synod for the call.  Later there will be a Congregational Meeting. 

3. Discussion on Fee for outside group’s use of facility by Steve Hermanson 
a)    This includes PEO Groups, Beta Groups, Dakota Prairie Quilt Guild, and The Children’s Choir.  The Children’s 

Choir has requested the use of our church every Sunday from late August until April. 
b)    Fees were discussed with different suggestions.  It was decided to turn this matter over to the staff.  No motion was 

made.                   
4. Video/Digital Sign for the church by Steve Hermanson 

a)    After a short discussion this was tabled.  
5. Discussion of World Archery Championships / How to invite to church services by Steve Hermanson 

a)    Kevin Moe had brought this up to Steve to discuss at our meeting.  It was discussed how to get information out to 
the Archers to invite them to our Worship Services on Saturday night and Sunday morning.  Nick Moser will talk to 
Stephanie Moser concerning this matter. 

b)    Tom Stotz will make a contact to inquire about getting a large banner made. 
c)    Will discuss next month the possibility of serving a lunch. 

F. New Business 
1. Went into Executive Session to discuss a Personal Issue by Steve Hermanson  
2. Adjourned the Executive Session by Steve Hermanson 
3. Reconvened the Executive Council Meeting by Steve Hermanson 

a)    A motion to give Pastor Jeff $3,000.00 for his studies at Dakota Wesleyan University, with $1,500.00 coming from 
the General Fund and $1,500.00 coming from the Endowment Fund, was made by Nick Moser.  Dave Spencer se-
conded the motion.  Motion carried.  

G. Adjourn and Close with the Lord’s Prayer    
1. A motion to adjourn was made by Tom Stotz.  Nick Moser seconded the motion.  Motion carried.  
                                                             

Respectfully submitted, 
Arlene Ryken 
 

         THE NEXT MEETING IS SEPTEMBER 9, 2021 AT 7:30 P.M.  





Please Notify the 
Church Office at  
605-665-7415 or 

sec.tlc@iw.net when 
you have a Change of 

Address.  
 

October 
2021 

 

MINISTERS:   The Congregation 
 

CLERGY: —  605-665-7415                                  Ext. # 
 
Pastor:   Rev. Jeff Otterman  (cell: 645-0396)                          203 
 
STAFF: —  605-665-7415                                                         
   
     Pam Brockberg         Director of Christian Education                          210 
 Lilah Gillis                Financial Secretary/Volunteer Coordinator        201 
     Julie Grosshuesch     Office Secretary                                                  200 
     Duane Hirsch            Custodian 
     Lilah & Mike Gillis  Praise Team Leaders 
 Jan Jans                     Parish Nurse (volunteer)    
 Marilyn Nyberg         Organist  
     Sue Ray                     Sound System Operator  
     Brenda Spencer Adult Bell Choir Co-Director (volunteer) 
     Linda Stevens    Adult Bell Choir Director (volunteer) 
 Kathleen West           Adult Choir (volunteer) 
      
 
 


