
 

 WORSHIP SCHEDULE  

Saturdays 
Contemporary Service 
 5:30 p.m. 

Sundays   
Contemporary Service    9:00 a.m. 
  (beginning May 22 every other weekend) 
Traditional Service  9:00 a.m.                           
  (beginning May 29 every other weekend) 
Bible Study                                                               10:00 a.m.

(continued) 

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH (ELCA)  

Worship, Serve, Proclaim 
      tlcyankton.com     403 Broadway, Yankton SD  57078                Telephone  (605) 665-7415     

 Senior Pastor Jeff M. Otterman  j.otterman@me.com         (605) 645-0396 

      Associate Pastor Michael Jordan revmajordan@gmail.com         

  Secretary’s email: finance.tlc@iw.net (Lilah) or sec.tlc@iw.net (Julie) 

To the amazing servant leaders of Trinity Lutheran in Yankton, 
 

Several email and blog posts that I read suggest readings for the coming year, so for Trinity’s beginning-of-summer 
newsletter for Trinity, I have several books to recommend. As a tip of the hat to Bill Gates and John Scalzi, who 
share books they have read and new books coming out, I am doing the same for all of you. Some of the books are 
from my classes at DWU, some are from my general reading, and some of the books I am still working my way 
through.  Some of the authors are famous and some not as famous, but all are worth a look.  Summer should be a 
time for both fun, quick reads and also introspective and recuperation to gain energy during all of the summer 
goings-on. 
 
I will list the books, authors and genres, then make a few more comments below: 

1.   There Is a Future: Midrash Poems by Amy Bornman Paraclete Press (Faith) 
2.   The Poetry Home Repair Manual by Ted Kooser Univ of Nebraska Publishing (Educational) 
3.   Bone Chalk by Jim Reese Steven F Austin Publishing (Storytelling) 
4.   The Energy Bus by Jon Gordon John Wiley and Sons Publishing (Motivational) 
5.   The Passenger by Ulrich Alexander Boschwitz Macmillan Publishing (Fiction based on a real story) 
6.   Dare to Lead by Brene Brown Random House Publishing (Motivational) 
7.   Contagious Generosity by Chris Willard and Jim Sheppard Zondervan Publishing (Faith) 
8.   Numbers Don’t Lie by Vaclav Smil Penguin Books (Educational) 
9.   Flow by Mihaly Csikszentmihalyi Harper Collins Publishing (Philosophy) 
10. Drive by Daniel H. Pink Riverhead Books (Motivational) 
11. Resonance by Hartmut Rosa Polity Press (Sociology, Philosophy, Educational) 
12. A Thousand Brains by Jeff Hawkins Basic Books (Educational) 
13. A New Kind of Christianity by Brian D. McLaren HarperCollins (Faith) 
14. Every Moment Holy Volume 1 by Douglas Kaine McKelvey Rabbit Room Press (Faith) 
15. RISK by General Stanley McChrystal Penguin Randomhouse (Motivational) 
16. Astrophysics for People in a Hurry by Neil DeGrasse Tyson Norton (Educational) 
17. At Break of Day by Gary Westgard Westgard Publishing (Faith Devotional) 



      Baptism 
 Colton Cwach 
 Son of Rhett Johnson &  
 Shannon Cwach  

             Born: September 27, 2021 
            Baptized: April 10, 2022 

Gifts and Memorials   
 

In Loving Memory of Tom Milroy 

For Lutherans Outdoors Camperships 
from James & Cynthia Filips 

Thank You For Funding Through Your Thrivent Choice Dollars 

Thrivent members can direct dividends to the organization of their choice. In the 
last year, Trinity has received $5,905. Those directing the Thrivent Choice Dollars 
to Trinity included: Dan Brandt, Douglas and Robin Brooks, Travis & Diane 
Buehlman, Mike and Linda Hawk, Gladys Koehn, Bruce and Carol Myers, Jeff and 
Suzanne Otterman, Marti Pollard, Wesley Rye, Jennifer Satter, John and Sally 
Schroeder,  Gordon and Clare Smith, and Dale Thomsen. 

Grandparents Pray 
Each month, Pastor Kwen leads a 
Grandparents Prayer Group that 
prays for their grandchildren, other 
issues, and supports one another. 
We are looking for new members! If 
you are interested, the next meeting will be on 
Monday, May 2, from 1-2 p.m. We can never 
pray too much! 

I have yet to finish all of these books, but I have started all of them and completed a few of them.  They are all on 
my Top Books List. 

  
• Amy Bornman I discovered over a year ago. Her poetry is amazing, and has a faith piece that adds to 

the deep places of her own writing.  
• Ted Kooser’s book was given to me by Jim Reese, who is the author of Bone Chalk. Since Jim is a 

member of this congregation, I wanted to give him a shout out.  
• TLC staff and most of the church council have learned from and enjoyed The Energy Bus.   
• Gary Westgard’s book is a classic and was recommended to me by a pastor colleague way before I 

even knew Gary. Now he is a member here at Trinity. 
   
All of these books are worth reading, and you might find something to inspire you to read or listen and expand the 
horizon of your hearts and minds. Take a peek at the authors and titles, find them in the Library or buy them on a 
market online provider and enjoy.  
 
Oh, and do not be afraid to open the Bible this Summer, find an Old Testament book like Job and read it against 
the backdrop of the Passenger.  Get creative in how you read the Bible and the books that I have listed. Most of all, 
enjoy your summer, worship weekly here or abroad, and find time to recharge yourself.  

In Christ, Pastor Jeff Otterman 



Trinity Lutheran will be changing our worship times 
again this summer beginning Sunday, May 22nd, 

with a Contemporary Service and ending the 
summer schedule on Labor Day Weekend. The 

summer schedule is as follows: 
Saturdays @ 5:30 p.m. Contemporary Service 

Sunday, May 22nd, @ 9:00 a.m.  
Contemporary Service  (every other weekend) 

Sunday, May 29th, @ 9:00 a.m. Traditional Service 
(every other weekend) 

Bible Study to follow Sunday Worship Service 

Choose Hope Event at  
Trinity Lutheran Church 

 On Saturday, June 18th, from 9AM to noon, Trinity will be hosting Jill Miller 

(Sioux City), Laura Pedersen (Sioux City), and Rachel Scott (Omaha) in an event 

filled with worship, storytelling, laughter and God’s Word!  The tickets are $25 and 

available to purchase online at chooseministry.com/tour or  

from Julie or Lilah in the office at Trinity.  

 All are welcome for a morning filled with faith, fun, and an opportunity to 

spend time with friends… and chocolate! 

High School Youth 
Events for May 
 

May 4th - Smutty Bear Hike and  
Ice Cream 

                                            GOT CAMERA? 
 

We have enjoyed a rotating photo display in Trinity's Fellowship Room the past 
several years and it's time to turn our attention to a new theme.  We invite you to 
get your cameras out, keep them handy, and focus on the following dual theme: 
Hands That Pray and Praise - Hands That Work and Serve.  There should be an 
amazing variety of subjects that amplify these themes.  Help us put together a 

colorful, meaningful, and spiritual display.  You may submit up to FOUR different 8 x 10 photos to fit 
the frames we have on hand. We will make a creative display...perhaps more than one if we end up 
with a nice collection of photos.  
  
Please turn your submissions in to Julie or Lilah in our office. We request that your photos be turned 
in by the end of  September so we can present a new display by October 1st. This will be great 
inspiration for our Fall Kickoff.  Thanks for participating and have FUN! 

Sheets & Lightweight  
Blankets Needed 

The Trinity quilters have been 
very busy and are in need of more sheets 
(no fitted sheets please) and lightweight 
blankets. You may drop them off at the 

church during business hours,  
Mon – Thurs, 8:00 am – 4:00 pm or  

Fri. 8:00 am – Noon. Thank you! 



Education 
Pam Brockberg (she/her) pam.tlc@iw.net 660-7569 

Milestone Ministry: The following 4
th

 grade students have completed the First Communion 

milestone: Cale Cameron, Cierra Cameron, Jadi Kindle, Nathan Larson, Jacob Meeker,  

Paisley Merkel, Brevyn Olson, Evan Schmidt, Leah Schortzman, Willa Tacke, Mariah Thygeson  

and Abbey Viereck. 

4th grade Sunday school teachers are: Jessica Cameron and Shannon Viereck 
 

Graduation Milestone:  During worship on Sunday, May 22 at 9 am, we will bless 
Trinity’s graduating High School seniors and gift them with a quilt made by Trinity’s quilters. 

There will be a reception in their honor following the service.  
They are: Emma Bargstadt, Madisyn Bietz, Ashley Brandt, Tye Briggs, Drew Hejna,  
Samuel Kampshoff, Jayden Lightner, Brynann Olson, Collin Patrick, Maxwell Raab,  

Willow Reese, Alexander Reichert, Molly Savey, Maggie Schaefer, Ella Schmidt, Jahna Smith  
and Curtis Steppat. 

 

Please complete registration information for ALL Confirmation and Sunday school students for the 2022-23 

school year. Online registrations can be found at tlcyankton.com under Education 

Confirmation: tlcyankton.com/confirmation_registration 

Sunday school: tlcyankton.com/sunday_school_registration_75822 
 

Schedules for 2022-23 can be found on Trinity’s website; as well as resources for Confirmation students. 
 

Vacation Bible School August 1 - 3, 2022 6 - 8 pm 
For students completing Jr K - 5th grade 

Meal will be served nightly at 5:30 pm 
Hebrews 12:1 - 2 

 

Join us for lots of fun with lessons, crafts and games based around the Summer Olympics 
theme. 

 

Register on the TLC website at tlcyankton.com/vacation_bible_school_registration 
 

Looking for some one(s) to cook and clean up easy meals and to lead an activity (crafts/music/games).  
All plans will be provided. Would you like to help? Contact Pam! 

 

Families Celebrate Summer 

Each family with a child in Sunday school will receive a pack of Families Celebrate Summer cards. 

Each pack contains color-coded cards with activities to use while traveling, for specific days, fun at 

home and service projects. You can use them to take church along with you over the summer 

months. The cards will be sent home from Sunday school with the oldest child in each family.  

Contact me if you want a set and do not receive one. 
 

Lutherans Outdoors summer camps: If your child is in 3rd grade or older and would like to attend 

an LO summer camp, check out their website at losd.org for information on the different camps and 

open dates. There is scholarship money available to help with the cost of camp. Let me know! Don’t 

know anyone going? Invite a friend to attend!  



Worship, Serve, Proclaim 
Executive Council 

Minutes for April 12, 2022 
 

Present: Steve Hermanson, Dan Megard, Kyle Repp, Julie Stotz, Kevin Moe, Wendell Mortensen, Sherri Oswald, Sue Otterman, Tom Stotz,  
Sherrie Wehrer (via Zoom), Pastor Jeff, Pastor Michael, Lilah Gillis, Roy Wilcox, and Pastor Kwen 
 
6:30 p.m.   Board Meetings 
7:30 p.m.  Congregational Council was called to order by President Steve Hermanson. 
 
Opening Devotions – Dan Megard 
 

A.    Committee Reports (short summary—1 minute each) 
a.    Youth and Family report by Sherri Oswald 

1. The committee has been meeting weekly with the kids in the youth group. Approximately 15 youth are consistently attending. 
b.    Trustees report by Roy Wilcox 

1. The boilers need to be replaced and the Trustees will make the recommendation to the Executive Council. 
2. An individual has expressed a willingness to donate funds to purchase acoustic tiles for Heritage Hall. 
3. The Trustees will consider who will represent them for the Long Range Planning committee. 

c.    Education report by Sue Otterman 
1. The current milestone ministries are the fifth-grade introduction to confirmation and the fourth-grade communion. 
2. The Education Committee is now down two members. 

d.    Deacons report by Wendell Mortensen 
1. At the Palm Sunday service, we ran low on palms. 
2. The Deacons Committee has decided to have ushers dismiss people from the pew, during communion, at the Saturday 
services because the attendance at the service has increased. 

e.    Stewardship report given by Tom Stotz 
1. The Stewardship Committee has made changes to their handbook and would like to sincerely thank Lilah Gillis for all of her 
help with this project. 

f.     Evangelism report by Sherrie Wehrer (via Zoom) 
1. Two new families will join Trinity. 
2. Greetings and gift cards to college students will be mailed out soon. 
3. Temple Talks for the June Choose Ministry Event will begin soon. All area churches will be invited to attend. 

B.    Pastor Otterman’s Report 
1. Pastor Jeff provided information on upcoming events such as weddings, the Synod Assembly in June, the Men’s Bible study, his 
ongoing studies and graduation from DWU.  
2. Pastor Jeff expressed thanks for the help he received with Dr. Mark Allen Powell’s presentations on the Parables of Luke. 
3. Pastor Jeff expressed God’s blessing of the addition of Pastor Michael Jordan to Trinity Lutheran. 

C. Pastor Jordan’s Report 
1. The Bible study on Luke has been concluded. 49 people registered; 34 people attended regularly. 
2. Pastor Michael is continuing to build connections with the High School Youth. The retreat with the Youth Group in April was a great time 
for all. 
3. Pastor Michael would like to be invited if there are events, programs, or ministries (either here at Trinity or in the community) you 
believe would be helpful for him to see or be a part of. 
4. Pastor Michael is still waiting for confirmed housing – Fox Run Townhomes is still the current plan. 
5. Looking at potentially participating in “Nourishing Vocation Project.” More information should be available for our May council meeting. 

D. D.    Befriender’s Ministry Report given by Pastor Kwen Sanderson 
1. There are currently 37 kin in the BeFrienders Ministry with a minimum goal of 41 contacts to be made. 62 contacts were actually made. 
2. Many of our kin reside at Majestic Bluffs and Mindy Vogt is a big help with the ministry there. 
3. The next meeting of the BeFrienders is April 20th at 3:00 p.m. 
 

Executive Council 
E.    Additions to Agenda by President Steve Hermanson. (see items K-P)  
F.    Approve Agenda 

Motion to approve made by Pastor Jeff Otterman and seconded by Kevin Moe 
G.    Approve Minutes 

Motion to approve made by Dan Megard. Motion seconded by Pastor Jeff Otterman 
H.   Treasurer’s Report given by Kyle Repp 

1. For March, our offerings were about $42,000 and expenses were about $51,000 for a loss of $9,000. Currently, we are down about 
$3,200 year-to-date.  
2. We will ask Ben Merkel to clarify the payment plan for the roof repair. 

(continued) 



Old Business 
I.    Update on By Laws (No report available) 
J.    Update on Long Range Planning Committee 

        1. A committee would look at current needs in our church, prioritize them, determine approximate costs, budget, payment plans.  
                           Decisions by the committee would be shared with the Stewardship Committee. 
                       2. The Long Range Planning Committee could direct members to specific needs for giving purposes. 
                       3. Diana Spence has volunteered to serve as a member at large. 
                       4. Exact format and meeting plans for the Long Range Planning Committee are to be determined.  

K.   Update on Congregational Handbook 
      1. Lilah Gillis discussed changes to the handbook and will have a final draft ready at the next meeting. 

 
New Business (additions to the agenda) 

L.  Credit Cards 
                      1. The credit cards we currently use do not provide any rewards. The staff will look into a different credit card that would have some 
                          benefits. 

M.  Cleaning 
                     1. A thorough cleaning of the sanctuary needs to be done. Steve proposes asking members of the congregation to come on Saturday,  
                         April 30th at 9:00 a.m. to help. 

N..  New Members 
        1. Sherrie Wehrer reports that two new member families will join Trinity by having their membership transferred from another ELCA  
                           Church. These potential new members are Karen Schuler from Trinity Lutheran in Omaha, NE and Nicole and Travis Schnabel from 
                           Zion in Bridgewater. A motion to accept their transfer of membership was made by Sherrie and seconded by Pastor Jeff. The 
                           motion carried. 

O.  The Boiler. 
       1. The boiler replacement can be done by this fall and the Trustees recommended that it get done this year. A motion was made by  
                          Kyle Repp and seconded by Wendell Mortensen to proceed with the boiler replacement. The motion carried. 

P.  A motion was made by Tom Stotz and seconded by Dan Megard to enter into Executive Session. A motion carried. A motion to close 
                     the Executive Session was made, seconded, and carried. 

Q. Budget Revision. 
      1. The 2022 Budget has allocations for Junior High LYO and the National Youth Gathering in the wrong place. The budget was  
                 corrected to read $300 for the National Youth Gathering and $600 for Junior High LYO. 

 
Adjourn and Close with Lord’s Prayer 

These Minutes have not been approved by the Executive Council. 

VETERANS EXPERIENCE, STRENGTH & HOPE 
 MEETING 

Weekly Meeting Beginning Wednesday, April 27th 
Zoom meeting only at Noon 

 
                                                  Contact: 
                         Carl - tuck.rosenberg @yahoo.com 
                         Mark - pastorstmartin @gmail.com 
                         Jeanne - rcnstcloud@gmail.com 
 
For more information about this meeting please email: 
veteransesh@gmail.com 
 
This meeting is for all who serve or have served in the Armed Services. 
Who are looking for support with recovery from substance use disorder. 
Who are looking for comradeship so you know you are not alone.  
Substance use is about isolation, recovery is about connection.  
Connection is life on life terms. You never have to be alone again.  
Connections begin with reaching out. 
 
VETERANS’ HELPLINE AVAILABLE 24/7 
Call 1-800-273-8255 and Press 1, chat live, or text 838255 

 
MISSION OF THE 
MONTH:  
BOYS & GIRLS 
CLUB 
 
The Boys & Girls Club of Yankton offers 
two programs, Academy and Traditional 
Unit, to serve youth in grades Pre K -12. 
The programs promote healthy lifestyles, 
academic success, and character & 
leadership. 
 

The hours for the Academy Unit are: 
   Mon. - Fri. morning : 5:30 am - 8:30 am 
   Mon. - Fri. : after school - 6 pm 
 
The hours for the Traditional Unit are: 
   Mon. - Fri. : 3:30 pm - 7:00 pm 
    



May 2022 

Please see ww.tlcyankton.com/
page/calendar to see this calendar 
as well as upcoming months. You 
can make the calendars larger and 
even print them off!  



 

MINISTERS:   The Congregation 
 

CLERGY: —  605-665-7415                                   Ext. # 
 
Senior Pastor:      Rev. Jeff Otterman  (cell: 605-645-0396)          203 
Associate Pastor: Michael Jordan     202 
 
 
STAFF: —  605-665-7415                                                         
   
    Pam Brockberg          Director of Christian Education                    210 
 Lilah Gillis                 Financial Secretary/Volunteer Coordinator     201 
     Julie Grosshuesch      Office Secretary                                              200 
     Lilah & Mike Gillis   Praise Team Leaders 
 Jan Jans                      Parish Nurse (volunteer)    
 Marilyn Nyberg         Organist  
     Sue Ray                     Sound System Operator 
     Matt Schaa Custodian  
     Brenda Spencer Adult Bell Choir Co-Director (volunteer) 
     Linda Stevens     Adult Bell Choir Co-Director (volunteer) 
 Kathleen West           Adult Choir (volunteer) 
      
 
 

2022 


