
TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH (ELCA)  

Worship, Serve, Proclaim 
      www.tlcyankton.com     403 Broadway, Yankton SD  57078     Telephone  (605) 665-7415     

 Pastor Jeff M. Otterman  j.otterman@me.com         (605) 645-0396 

  Secretary’s email: finance.tlc@iw.net (Lilah) or sec.tlc@iw.net (Julie) 

 

 WORSHIP SCHEDULE  

Saturdays 
Contemporary Service 
 5:30 p.m. 

Sundays  Contemporary Service                        8:15 a.m. 
                    Coffee Fellowship/Adult Bible Study/  
                    Sunday School                                     9:30 a.m. 
 Traditional Service                            10:45 a.m.                          
**Confirmation  
6th-8th grades on Wednesday from 7:00-8:00 p.m. 

Wednesdays  
Contemplative Worship 
 6:00 p.m. 

Dearest loved ones in Christ Jesus at Trinity in Yankton, 
 
 God is good, even during the time of sleep when the trees are without leaves. God is at 
work even though we can't see it. Just measure yourself to a tree before the winter starts and 
again when spring is happening.  Growth happens.  So those times in your own life, when 
you feel like you are stuck or stagnant, rethink and know that God is at work in you the same 
way that God works in the trees during winter. 
 Growth happens in all of us. We just need to look for the right measuring stick. How 
do you know if you are changing for the good to be like that of Christ?  One measure is how 
you speak to yourself when others are not around you. The more forward measure is how 
you speak to others in general.  If you speak kindness to yourself, it will be reflected in how 
you speak to others.  If you are so harsh in your own head, you might be harsh to others as 
well.  A life lived in discipline is good, but often the ills we most fear are the ills we become. 
To that end, we are called to put our focus back on Jesus and allow God to sift us of the sand 
that we use to harm ourselves and others. How we speak to others matters in all things and, 
at the root of our angst with others, is the death of sin if we do not allow Jesus to be our 
savior every day of our lives. 
 This life is measured in the faith God gives us. The learning takes a lifetime and so 
God's grace is always available to those of us who ask. 
 I want to live a life of summer and yet, the winter is the key to being productive 
during spring, summer and autumn. So when the blues hits during the nights or days,  just 
know its okay. Stop and give thanks for the extremes of cold and heat, light and darkness; 
for those times when you don't have words and those days when you do have words.  Be kind 
to yourself and be kind to others. If you are in a particular funk and having a hard time 
understanding the life before you, take it as you are learning to trust God. Pray often, and 
allow the Holy Spirit to help you navigate the days ahead.  I know this is a different sort of 
newsletter and yet, it is during January and February when the harshness of the winter can 
often get any of us to be at our harshest. Allow the time of winter and darkness to be God's 
growth in your life.  God is good. 
 

Pastor Jeffrey Otterman  



A general announcement of the Lenten program 
 
Our theme for this Lenten season will be Parables in the Gospel of Luke, and we will have a very special 
guest with us to help us get started. Dr. Mark Allan Powell is recognized throughout the world as a leading 
scholar on both the Gospel of Luke and the topic of parables. Pastor Jeff had Dr. Powell as a professor years 
ago at Trinity Lutheran Seminary and he has prevailed upon his teacher to come out of retirement long enough 
to spend a week with us. Dr. Powell will be accompanied by his wife Melissa Powell, who served as Financial 
Aid Director at the seminary. 
 
The week will start at the Ash Wednesday Service at 7 p.m. – a look at the Parable of the Sower. Saturday, 
March 5, we will have A Five-Hour Parable Spectacular (with lunch). Please join us from 10 a.m. – 3 p.m. to 
look at how the Good Samaritan and the Prodigal Son stories are understood around the world – in cultures 
different from our own. Dr. Powell will also preach at all three services the weekend of March 5-6 on parables 
about stewards and money. 
 
Please join us for any and all of these events. 
 
 

Dr. Mark Allan Powell: A Brief Bio                      markpowellbusiness@gmail.com 
 

Dr. Mark Allan Powell is an internationally known theologian and Bible scholar. He is a retired 
professor of New Testament at Trinity Lutheran Seminary (Columbus, Ohio). He is the author 
of 40 books and over 100 published articles on theology and the Bible. Dr. Powell has held 
invited positions at schools in Estonia, Tanzania and Russia, as well as Berkeley, Vanderbilt, 
and the University of Chicago. He is a popular speaker for academic institutions and religious 
organizations, receiving hundreds of invitations a year. 

ORDINATION INVITATION FROM  
MICHAEL JORDAN 

By the grace of God, I have been called to serve as 

the Associate Pastor at Trinity Lutheran Church in 

Yankton, SD! I would love for you to share in the 

joy and celebration of my Ordination into the 

Ministry of Word and Sacrament: Saturday, Feb. 5, 

2:00pm, at Roseville Lutheran Church  

(1215 Roselawn Ave. W., Roseville, MN). There are 

two ways to attend: in-person at Roseville Lutheran 

Church or online. A YouTube link to the livestream 

will be provided on RLC's YouTube page  

(https://www.youtube.com/user/RosevilleLutheran) 

closer to the Ordination date. Those attending in 

person are required to wear a mask. Clergy are 

invited to vest and participate in the laying on of 

hands. All are encouraged to wear RED  

(the celebratory color)! All are welcome! 

INSTALLATION OF  
PASTOR MICHAEL JORDAN 

 

Please join us on the weekend of  
February 12th & 13th for the 
installation of Pastor Michael 

Jordan as our associate pastor. At 
all three services, Bishop 

Constanze Hagmaier will preside 
over the installation of Pastor 
Michael Jordan and give the 
sermon. On February 12th, 

following the service, a meal of 
pork loin sandwiches, chips, corn 

and cookies will be served in 
Heritage Hall. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/user/RosevilleLutheran


  

 

Gifts and Memorials  
 

In Loving Memory of Mae Crawford 

For Capital Projects 
from Dale & Skye Thomsen, Linda & James Balfany and Bill & Barb Specht 

  

In Loving Memory of Mae Crawford 
For Paraments 

from Dorothy Anderson 
  

In Loving Memory of Mae Crawford 

For Debt Reduction 
from Marty & Jill Wermers 

  

In Loving Memory of Mae Crawford 
Where family designates 

from Lanning & Fran Mollet and Gail Kennedy 

  
In Loving Memory of Mae Crawford 

For Kitchen Remodel 
from Jeanette Novak 

  

In Loving Memory of Mae Crawford For Quilters 
from Kyle & Susan Repp and Norma Andersen 

 

In Loving Memory of Mae Crawford 
For stoles for Pr. Michael Jordan 

from Tom & Julie Stotz 

                                          Church Happenings 
 

                                                   Deceased       
 
        Susan Pechan                    Mae Crawford 
        July 29, 1949 ~                   August 11, 1926 ~ 
        December 29, 2021             January 6, 2022 
 
       Marvin Huber, Jr.              Thomas W. Milroy 
       June 4, 1947 ~              June 20, 1919 ~  

       January 3, 2022                   January 22, 2022 
 
           



Quilted Stories of Inspiration 
 

 On a cold winter day, many of us just want to wrap up in a nice, 
warm quilt. But if you brave the temps on Saturday, Feb. 19, you will be in 
for a treat! Diane Gubbels will share many of her quilts and the “Stories of 
Inspiration” connected to them. This lifelong quilter will present her work 
at 10:30 a.m., but come early – the morning begins with coffee and treats 

at 10 a.m. There is no charge, but a freewill offering will be collected. 
 Diane has enjoyed a love of fabric and design since she was a young girl. Today she 
is a talented designer and applique artist whose creative spirit speaks through her quilts. 
Diane and her husband Dan live on a farm near Coleridge, Neb. They have seven children 
and five grandchildren. 

“Laundry with TLC” 
Thank you to everyone who has 
donated laundry products for 

“Laundry with TLC.” Because of 
your generosity, we have a sub-
stantial amount of detergent and 

don’t require any more at this time. If you 
would like to continue donating, please con-

sider volunteering your time (Tuesdays) at the 
laundromat, baking cookies (no nuts please), 

or giving a monetary donation. Please call 
Lilah at the church for more details.  

High School Youth 
Events 

Feb. 2nd   - 7:00 p.m. Watch 
Chosen Video 
Feb. 9th    - 7:00 p.m. Hangout/Game Night 
Feb. 16th  - 7:00 p.m. Axe throwing at Boathouse 
Feb. 23rd  - 7:00 p.m. Watch Chosen Video 
March 2    - Ash Wednesday service 
March 9    - 7:00 p.m. Hangout/Game Night 
March 16  - 7:00 p.m. Chosen Video 
March 23  - Hike Outside (Weather permitting) 
March 30  - 7:00 p.m. Charlies Pizza 

   2022 Executive Council & Boards  
 
 President: Steve Hermanson Vice President: Dan Megard 
 Treasurer: Kyle Repp  Secretary: Julie Stotz 

Board of Deacons:  
 Jon Baumann 
 Neil Bowes 
            Dan Brandt 
 JD Jensen  
 Mike Mikkelsen  
 Wendell Mortensen 
 Dalene Schramm 
 Darrell Sundleaf 
 Mindy Vogt 
 Riley Vogt 
  
 
Board of Trustees: 
 Don Cuka 
 Robert Houdek 
 Ben Merkel 
 Chris Nelsen 
 Matt Schaa 
 Roy Wilcox  

Board of Education: 
 Abbie Bertsch 
 Darcie Briggs 
 Pam Brockberg 
 Jessica Cameron 
 Kayla Charles 
 Kerra Meeker 
 Suzanne Otterman 
 Shannon Viereck 
           Gary Westgard 
  
  
  
  
Board of Stewardship: 
 Ron Bertsch 
 Deb Bodenstedt 
 Doug Marquardt 
 Ginny Moser 
 Jane Pugh 
 Tom Stotz 
  
   
  
  
  

Board of Youth & Family: 
 Kate Gall 
 Nick Moser 
 Joan Novak  
 Sherri Oswald 
 Heidi Savey 
 Steph Serck  
  
  
  
 Board of Evangelism: 
 Linda Hawk 
 Deb Pravecek 
 Sherrie Wehrer 
            Jill Wermers 
            Vivian Westgard 
            Sara Willers 
   

 
 
Endowment Committee: 
 Chris Nelsen 
 Kyle Repp 
 Tom Stotz 
 Norman West 
 Jim Wehrer 

Auditing Committee: 
            Robert Houdek 
 Dan Semmler 



  “Meals On Wheels” 
Thank you to the following volunteers for 
delivering Meals on Wheels and being the 
hands and feet of Jesus in Yankton. 

Jim & Marilyn Nyberg,  

Shari & Jim Hovland,  

             Chuck & Cheryl Leiferman,  

and Gary and Vivian Westgard all helped deliver 

Meals on Wheels in January.  

If you would like to deliver meals from 10:30-noon 

on Wednesdays, please contact Lilah at 665-7415 or 

finance.tlc@iw.net to be involved in this important 

ministry. 

Contribution 
Envelopes 

 

Contribution envelopes for the 
entire year of 2022 can be found 
in the narthex in alphabetical 
order. Please check to see if you 
might have a box on the table. Thank you for 
saving Trinity the cost of postage by not mailing 
them to you. 

   Scholarship Applications 
Time is running out for those who 
are or will be attending a Lutheran 
College to put in their application for 
a scholarship.  Many Lutheran 
colleges offer scholarship matching programs. 
Applications for the 2022-2023 school year are 
on the table in the narthex. If you have 
questions or need assistance, please call  
665-7415 or email Lilah (finance.tlc@iw.net ) in 
the office.  

Applications must be returned by  
Feb. 6, 2022.   

Trinity Lutheran is in need of 
volunteers to help usher, read, 
video record services, assist 
some of our members by driving 
them to Sunday services,  or 
teach Sunday school or confirmation. The more 
volunteers that we have, the less work it is for just a few. 
 If you are interested, please call the church or 
email Julie @ sec.tlc@iw.net  
 Thank you for your prayerful consideration.  

MISSION OF THE MONTH FOR FEBRUARY: 
MEALS ON WHEELS 

 The Center is a club for adults who are 18 years or older with annual membership cost of only $35 for 
an individual or $63 for a couple. There is something for everyone including billiards, bingo, cards (pinochle, 
hand and foot, bridge, cribbage, and whist), craft classes, dominos, exercise classes, a small fitness center 
featuring a NuStep, line dancing, table tennis, Wii bowling, and more.  Membership provides you the 
opportunity to participate in all the activities which are showcased in the monthly 20-page newsletter.  The 
Center hosts dances, day trips, holiday celebrations, educational workshops, and speakers.  We offer 3 
evening meals each month:  All you can eat pancake feed, 2nd Wednesday, Dinner and a Movie 3rd 
Wednesday, and Rib night the 4th Wednesday – all from 4:30pm-6:30pm. 
 The Center provides many free services, preparation and filing of tax forms at no charge and 
maneuvering thru the tricky Medicare Part D paperwork. Low income Seniors receive supplemental food 
boxes monthly. Also provided is monthly pet food to all in need. Volunteers deliver the many free services.  
 The Center offers home-cooked nutritious meals in house Monday thru Thursday from 11:30-12:30 
that are open to the public. Also offered are Senior meals thru HyVee, JoDean’s and the Meals on Wheels 
program serving those who are over the age of 60 for a suggested donation of just $3.75. Meals are 
available to go as well.  
 Through the first 15 months of the pandemic we prepared, packaged and, with the help of our 
volunteers, safely delivered over 51,000 meals to Seniors who were sheltering in place. 
 If you want to make a difference and get involved, you can become a member, a volunteer, a donor, 
or all three, just give The Center a call at 665-4685 or stop by the beautiful facility at 900 Whiting Drive. 
You will feel like you are part of something very special. 

mailto:finance.tlc@iw.net


 
 
 

 February 

 2 OT: Job 

 9 OT: Esther 
 16 OT: The Rise of Rome 
 23 Small Group Night - Large group for 8th graders 

 
Lenten Bible Study:  Join us for an 8 week study on Luke beginning the week of February 21.  Working 
through questions such as “Why was Jesus born?” and “How did Jesus’ resurrection change the world?”   
We could offer a couple of options, so a few questions for you: 

What day of the week works best? 
What time of the day works best? 
Are you comfortable with an in-person class or would you rather participate in a Zoom study? 

To ensure there are enough books available, please let Pam know if you’d like to participate and when.   
665-7415 / 660-7569 / pam.tlc@iw.net 
 

With your help, the Sunday school students had enough in donations to purchase 2 Family Farms,  

2 roosters, a goat and flock of chicks and paid for 2 women to attend farming field school!  The day 

we sent in our donation, ELCA Good Gifts was matching funds, so these gifts were 

doubled!!  Blessings and prayers for the families who will receive these gifts!   

Thank you for your generosity!   

Thank you to Pastor Gary Westgard for the suggestion and organization! 
 
 

 

 

 
Do you want to use the Taking Faith Home sheets?  Let me 
know and I will email them to you each week!  These sheets 
include daily Bible readings, prayer, service, blessing, ritual 
ideas, a devotion and caring conversation starters.  A great 
way to do some faith building at home as a family!   

February 
6 Jonah and the Big Fish 
13 The Disciples 
20 The Lord’s Prayer 
  Milestone Ministry: Bibles presented to 2nd grade students 
27 Transfiguration 

Thank you to everyone who donated 
items for Church on the Street!   

High School / College Students: LOve camp?  Looking 

for a summer job?  Lutherans Outdoors in SD is looking 

for camp counselors for this coming summer!  Check out 

the website at losd.org/summer-employment for 

opportunities at Outlaw Ranch, NeSoDak and Klein Ranch. 

Education 
Pam Brockberg (she/her) pam.tlc@iw.net 660-7569 



CONGREGATIONAL COUNCIL MINUTES 
TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 

DECEMBER 9, 2021 
 

6:30 p.m.  Committee Meetings        
7:30 p.m.  Congregational Council 
PRESENT:  Pastor Jeff Otterman, Pastor Kwen Sanderson, Kevin Moe, Steve Hermanson, Dave Spencer, Kyle Repp,  

   Nick Moser, Ben Merkel, Pam Brockberg, Doug Ryken, Sherrie Wehrer, Sue Otterman, and Lilah Gillis 
A.   Congregational Council   
B.   Opening Devotions – Sherrie Wehrer read “What’s in a Name?” from At Break of Day by Pr. Gary Westgard 
C.   Committee Reports (short summary-1 minute each) 

1.    Youth and Family by Nick Moser 
a)    Good turnout Dec. 8. Michael Jordan led the meeting and everyone had a wonderful time. The time was up 

and the kids were not leaving, a good problem to have. 
b)    The National Youth Gathering will be held in July 2022. 

2.    Trustees by Ben Merkel 
a)    Been trying to make the boiler work. It’s good enough to get by for now but Ben will call Ackerman’s. 
b)    Ben will run a wire and Hansen Locksmithing will install a buzzer so secretaries can open the door from the 

office. 
c)    Will buy a vacuum and Tornado scrubber/buffer. 
d)    Custodian Matt Schaa plans to attend Trustees meetings.  

3.    Education by Sue Otterman 
a)    Will record the Christmas program Dec. 12. 
b)    Will announce total raised for ELCA Good Gifts family farm at the Christmas program Dec. 19. 
c)    Will use a Powerpoint with voiceover to recruit 5 new members of Education Committee. 
d)   Continuing to invite middle school students to FaithFest in February, and plan possible fundraising. 
e)    The Lenten Bible Study held by Zoom went well, so plans are to do that again in 2022.  
f)    There will be no Confirmation Dec. 22 and 29, and no Sunday School Dec. 26 and Jan. 2. 
g)    Members will deliver Spark Bibles to those who didn’t get one at services. 

4.    Deacons by Doug Ryken 
a)    They have completed guidelines for the next church directory. Photos will be taken January through April. 
b)    They have finalized their budget. 
c)    They have enough candidates for their committee. 
d)    Poinsettias will be set up on Thursday, Dec. 23. 
e)    They will take down the trees on Saturday, Jan. 8. 
f)    Christmas ushers are covered. 

5.    Stewardship – no report 
6.    Evangelism by Sherrie Wehrer 

a)    There are two more families to install Dec. 11-12. The new members will be welcomed Dec. 11 with a Tail-
gate after the Saturday service. Taverns will be provided with potluck. 

b)    They accepted the resignation of Alisa Miller; Linda Hawk will stay on for one more year and Vivian West-
gard is thinking about it. 

c)    On February 19 will host a presentation by Diane Gubbels of Coleridge called “Quilts and Stories of Inspira-
tion.”  

d)    They have signed a contract with Jill Miller and Choose Ministry for a 3-hour conference on June 18, 2022. 
Evangelism will advertise extensively to get a minimum of 100 women to attend. Tickets cost $25. Jill’s 
group includes four women who travel extensively doing one and two-day conferences. 

7.    Pastor Otterman’s Report 
a)    December is a busy month. 
b)    Christmas services are set. 
c)    Met with Michael Jordan; chatted and prayed. 
d)    Has a funeral on Dec. 28  

8.    Befriender’s Ministry Report by Pastor Kwen 
a)    In October, Trinity’s Befriender volunteers made 53 connections with 39 Kin. 
b)   Jan Menkens and Flo Kuchta filled 50 Christmas sacks to be delivered to Kin by the BeFrienders, 15 of whom 

are at Majestic Bluffs. 
c)    There are 19 BeFrienders who keep in contact with their Kin. 

D.   Executive Council 
1.    Additions to the Agenda by Kevin Moe 

a)    Peanuts/Nuts – New Business 
b)    Annual Meeting - New Business 

2.    Approve the Agenda 
a)    A motion to approve the Agenda as amended was made by Nick Moser.  Dave Spencer seconded the motion.  

Motion carried. 

(continued on next page) 



3. Approve the Minutes 
           a)    A motion to approve the minutes was made by Sherrie Wehrer. Nick Moser seconded the motion.   
             Motion carried.     

4.    Treasurer’s Report by Kyle Repp 
a)   Revenues for November were about $2,500 greater than expenses. 
b)   At the end of November there was about $165,000 in the general fund and about $290,000 in the re-

stricted fund. 
c)    The mortgage balance is about $70,714. Cash on hand is about $60,000 for debt and $81,000 for capital 

projects. 
d)    Last year there were $78,000 in December expenses and another $40,000 in income. This could in-

crease the general fund by about $30,000 in December depending on how the offerings come in. 
5.    Approve the Treasurer’s Report 

1.    A motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report was made by Dave Spencer.  Ben Merkel seconded the  
motion.  Motion carried.     

E.    Old Business 
1.    Update on Call Committee by Nick Moser (Members are Nick Moser, Dan Megard, Heidi Savey, Jason Os-

wald, Mindy Vogt and Julie O’Brien) 
a)    There was a great turnout for the Dec. 8 service and coffee after. The Call Committee, Pastor, staff and 

congregation have done all they could. The Call Committee recommends the Executive Council ap-
prove extending a call to Michael Jordan with the terms discussed 12/8 with a start date by March 1, 
2022. Kyle Repp made this motion, seconded by Steve Hermanson. Motion carried. 

F.    New Business 
1.    New Members by Sherrie Wehrer 

a)    A motion to add 2 families, George & Nancy Johnson and Kara Harris & Erik Young to Trinity’s 
Membership was made by Nick Moser.  Kyle Repp seconded the motion.  Motion carried. 

2.    Stewardship Committee Appointment  
a)    Nick Moser moved to appoint Jane Pugh to the Stewardship Committee. Dave Spencer seconded the 

motion. Motion carried. 
3.    Executive Council 2022 Budget Review by Kyle Repp 

a)    Reviewed the budget. Trustees and Youth budgets are the same. This is a 10% increase over the 2020 
budget, but only 1.4% increase over 2018. Will rework when we have an answer about Michael Jordan. 
The roof will cost $296,000, which is not in the budget. It will be finalized in January and presented at 
the Annual Meeting Jan. 23. 

5.    Sleep in Heavenly Peace by Pastor Jeff Otterman 
a)    Sleep in Heavenly Peace is a great service project that provides beds to kids who don’t have them. The 

nearest chapter is in Brookings. With community partnerships a chapter hosted here could serve the 
area. Volunteers will gather on build days to make wooden bed frames that go together with about 8 
screws. Mattresses and bedding are provided also. Completed beds can be stored in the new basement 
until delivery days. Partners would be Optimist Club and Mead Lumber to start. 

6.    Nut Policy by Lilah Gillis 
a)    Lilah wanted clarification on the nut policy. The only sign is in the announcement PowerPoint, and it is 

not currently being followed. Lilah will make some calls to encourage compliance with the policy. 
 

G.    Executive Session 
 
H.    Adjourn and Close with the Lord’s Prayer    

A motion to adjourn was made by Sherrie Wehrer.  Dave Spencer seconded the motion.  Motion carried.   
                                                            

Respectfully submitted, 
Lilah Gillis 

 
        THE NEXT MEETING IS January 13, 2022 AT 7:30 P.M.  

 
Reminder regarding Wednesday evening activities: 

In case of bad weather it has been the policy of Trinity that 
“if school has been called off, there will be no Wednesday 

evening activities”.  
That includes ALL CLASSES AND CHOIRS. 



Please go to the calendar page 
on the website to see the  

February 2022  
Calendar of Events at Trinity. 

Thank you.  



 2022 

 

MINISTERS:   The Congregation 
 

CLERGY: —  605-665-7415                                  Ext. # 
 
Pastor:   Rev. Jeff Otterman  (cell: 645-0396)                          203 
 
STAFF: —  605-665-7415                                                         
   
     Pam Brockberg          Director of Christian Education                          210 
 Lilah Gillis                 Financial Secretary/Volunteer Coordinator        201 
     Julie Grosshuesch      Office Secretary                                                  200 
     Jean Barkley              Adult Bell Choir Co-Director (volunteer) 
     Lilah & Mike Gillis   Praise Team Leaders 
 Jan Jans                      Parish Nurse (volunteer)    
 Marilyn Nyberg         Organist  
     Sue Ray                     Sound System Operator 
     Matt Schaa Custodian  
     Brenda Spencer Adult Bell Choir Co-Director (volunteer) 
     Linda Stevens            Adult Bell Choir Co-Director (volunteer) 
 Kathleen West           Adult Choir (volunteer) 
      
 
 


