
             TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH (ELCA)  

Worship, Serve, Proclaim 
      www.tlcyankton.com     403 Broadway, Yankton SD  57078     Telephone  (605) 665-7415     

 Senior Pastor Jeff M. Otterman          j.otterman@me.com         (605) 645-0396   

 Secretary’s email: finance.tlc@iw.net (Lilah) or sec.tlc@iw.net (Julie) 

 

 WORSHIP SCHEDULE  

Sundays   
Contemporary Service (Every other weekend)    9:00 a.m. 
Traditional Service (Every other weekend) 9:00 a.m.                           

Saturdays 
Contemporary Service 
 5:30 p.m. 

 On Sunday, August 15th, following our 9 AM church service, “O Come, All Ye Faithful” to the first of many 
hymn sings we are planning at Trinity Lutheran Church. This particular hymn is usually sung during the very short 
Christmas season, but I am hopeful we will be able to sing this hymn and others with you. So, Good Christian 
Friends, rejoice that you can now pick hymns to sing and come one and all to our August 15th Hymn Sing!  
 On July 20th, I surveyed people at the church about their favorite hymns. Kwen Sanderson’s first pick was 
a hymn that he would like played at his funeral called “Abide With Me.” He also chose “Amazing Grace” and 
“Borning Cry.” Jan Jans said she really loves “Borning Cry”, “Jesus Loves Me” and “Psalm 121.” Laura Beall, who is 
now in South Carolina as an Intern Vicar, said her favorite hymn is “Canticle of the Turning.”  Lilah Gillis chose 
“Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee” and “Amazing Grace.” Pat Smith favors “A Mighty Fortress”; Jan Menkens enjoys 
“What a Friend We Have in Jesus”; and Julie Grosshuesch picked “Blessed Assurance” and “Amazing Grace.”  
 What hymns songs from our ELW (red) hymnal would you like to hear and/or sing? Please list your five 
favorites (hymn #’s aren’t required) on the lines provided below and return to me at your earliest convenience. 
Marilyn Nyberg and I will choose the hymns based on the number of requests and also those hymns that may be 
a little more obscure but, hopefully, easy to sing.  
 

                                          YOUR TOP FIVE                                                      PASTOR JEFF’S TOP FIVE 
 

1._______________________________________________________________    1. Come, Thou Fount #807 

2._______________________________________________________________    2. O Come, All Ye Faithful #283  

3._______________________________________________________________    3. A Mighty Fortress #505 

4._______________________________________________________________    4. Thine the Amen #826 

5._______________________________________________________________    5. Gather Us In #532 

 In closing, we invite your family and friends to take part in the following events scheduled at Trinity 
Lutheran Church. August 9-11 is Family VBS (you can fill out a registration form located on the table in the 
narthex or register online at tlcyankton.com under Resources) and on August 13-14, Jim Wehrer is leading a 
group to work on a Habitat House Build (please contact Jim at (509)679-5181).  
 Whether you are far or near, please know we are the living embodiment of our mission statement,  
Worship, Serve, and Proclaim. May God’s blessings and riches find you in favor with God through the Trinity — 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

Pastor Jeff M. Otterman 



Prison Visitation at Springfield 
Prison will be starting again 
soon! If you would like to attend, 
please contact Lilah at 665-7415 
about filling out the proper forms. 
You will need to complete these forms at least 
one month in advance. 

SUMMER TAILGATE! 
Come join us this Saturday, August 7th, 
after the 5:30 service for our last summer 
tailgate. Please bring a side, salad or dessert 
to share and join us for burgers, hotdogs, 
and a good time! 

Worship in the Park 
Mark  your calendars to attend our 
worship service on September 12th 
at 10:30 a.m. at Riverside Park. A 

picnic and games will follow! Taverns, buns, and 
beans will be provided. Please bring your favorite 
potluck sides and dessert.   

     From the Bishop’s Desk 

  
Dear SD Synod, Grace and peace to you! 
  
 Is your tank full or empty these days? Many among us had thought that the Covid vaccine 
and summer would bring relief to our chronic state of exhaustion. But as I listen to folks across the 
state and across the church, I frequently hear that that is not the case. Exhaustion is still lingering 
in our bones. Going back to normal doesn't seem to come as readily as we had hoped. You have 
heard me say it many times, but I'll say it again, while we may return to normal by what meets the 
eye, no mask-wearing, and social events, etc, COVID has altered who we are as individuals and as 
communities. We all ran a mental, emotional, and physical marathon, and we need to understand 
that we need to recover.  
 I am a runner, and I know that after each long run I have to allow my body to rest. Rest is 
essential for my tired bones and overworked muscles to rejuvenate so that I am able to run again. 
Resting doesn't mean vegging out on the couch doing nothing, in fact, that kind of behavior would 
be counterproductive to restoring my energy and running capacity. Resting means to slow down 
and gently begin moving forward through mindful stretches and movement.  
 As we plan for fall activities with the hope that we will return to normal and go at full speed, 
please be mindful that your "church muscles" just emerged from running a marathon and will need 
gentle but disciplined movement in order to recover. I recommend that you utilize the revitalization 
tools we offer to slowly ease into fall. If you would like to know more, please contact Pastor 
Jonathan Steiner at jsteiner@sdsynod.org. Be gracious with each, readiness to restart ministry is 
different for everyone.  
 Please, always remember that this is God's Church, that it is not through our own works that 
we are saved and beloved, but solemnly by and through the grace and mercy of God. Be patient 
with yourself and your neighbor and begin everything you do with some deep breaths and prayer.  
 
      Journeying together in Christ,  
      Bishop Constanze  

Christmas in July  
August 

On the weekends of Aug. 7th 

& 8th and Aug. 14th & 15th, 

the Trinity Lutheran Quilters will be holding a silent auction. 

Items provided by the quilters will be displayed in the Narthex 

for you to view and bid on. Proceeds from the sale of these 

items will help fund the BeFriender/Kin Ministries Christmas 

Gift Bags for 2021. Feel free to “shop ‘til you drop!” 



 

                  

  Deaths  

              

               John Lundin 

January 2, 1941 ~ July 2, 2021 

 

Ed Highland 

October 29, 1939 ~ July 18, 2021 

        

Gifts and Memorials  
 

In Honor of their 50th Wedding Anniversary 
For  Laundry with TLC  

from Ron & Diane Briggs 
 

In Loving Memory of  John Lundin  
For Laundry with TLC  

From Donna Dyer,  Ron & Jan Bertsch, 

Alan & Tammie Meyer,  Scott & Kim Henry and William Brown 

Meals on 
Wheels 
volunteers for 
July: 
Dozens of 

homebound seniors live more 
independently thanks to these and other 
volunteers who deliver a healthy meal 
and a warm smile. 
Matt & Abbie Bertsch, Jim & Marilyn 

Nyberg, Jim & Shari Hovland,  

Sue Ray, Val Svendsen,  

Gary & Vivian Westgard all helped 

deliver Meals on Wheels in July.  

If you would like to be involved in this 

important ministry, call Lilah at  

665-7415. 

Please join Leona Sparks 
as she celebrates her 90th 

birthday, with an open 
house, on August 1st at 
2:00 p.m. in the multi-

purpose room at Trinity. 
Leona officially turns 90 

on July 31st. 

Trinity Lutheran Church is 

asking for your help in working 

on the current Habitat for 

Humanity house located at  

702 E 11th Street. No 

experience is necessary. We 

would like to get the group together and 

plan for Friday, August 13th and Saturday, 

August 14th. Lunch will be provided. Please 

call Jim Wehrer at (509) 679-5181 for more 

information. Thank you. 



14th Annual Walk A Mile In Their Shoes 
August 28, 2021 

What  :  Annual march against abuse, with all proceeds 
going       right back into your community through River City    
     Domestic Violence Center.  
Where :  The Lawn at the Meridian Bridge 
When  :   Aug. 28th, check-in at 12, walk at 12:30 
How    :   Wear red heels (provided by us) or any red you have! Collect 
pledges 
                        in support of your walk for survivors of abuse. 
Prizes  :   Awarded to largest team, team who collected the most pledges, 
and        more! 

Grandparents Pray 
Interest has been shown, by 
some of our grandparents, to 
support one another and to 
pray for their grandchildren 
and other issues. Our next 

meeting will be on Monday,  
August 2, 2021, from 1:00-2:00 p.m. 
Pastor Kwen will be leading the group. 
We can never pray too much! 

BeFrienders 
Meeting 

 

The next meeting of 
the BeFrienders is 
Tuesday, August 
3rd, at 7:00 p.m. 

Yankton  
Community Blood Drive 
Monday, August 16, 2021 

1:00 PM - 6:00 PM 
  Trinity Lutheran Church 

         Multi-Purpose Room 
 
Set up your lifesaving appointment TODAY! 
 
Appointments are required: 
Text: LIFESERVE to 999-777 or  
Call:  800-287-4903 or  
Visit: lifeservebloodcenter.org 
 
Please bring a valid form of identification, such 
as your donor ID card or driver’s license. 
 

Looking for 
Weathered/Barn 

Wood 
 

The Deacons are building a new 
stable for the Trinity indoor nativity 
scene. The plan is to build the 
structure out of weathered/barn wood. 
If you have any weathered/barn wood 
that you would like to donate for this 
project, please call Mike at  
(605)760-9408. Thank you. 



               

       

                           
      

 

 

 

To stay up-to-date with high school youth group  
happenings, please join our Remind group! Send a 
text to 81010 with the message @jlikn to join!  
Parents and youth 9th-12th grade are welcome to 
join! 

Quilters 

Looking for 

Sheets! 
If you have any 

double, queen, and/

or king size sheets that you 

would like to donate to the 

Trinity Lutheran Quilters, 

please drop them off at the 

church during office hours. 

School Supplies for  

Lutheran World Relief 
Trinity will begin collecting school supplies for 

Lutheran World Relief. If you would like to 

contribute, please place the items you purchase in the 

baskets provided in the narthex. A list of items requested 

are listed below. Thank you for your generosity. 

• 70-sheet notebooks of wide-or college-ruled paper (8” 

x 10 1/2”); no loose paper 

• 30-centimeter rulers, or a ruler with centimeters on one 

side/inches on other side 

• Pencil sharpeners 

• Blunt scissors (safety scissors with embedded steel 

blades work well) 

• Black or blue ballpoint pens (no gel ink) 

• Boxes of 16 or 24 count crayons 

• 2 1/2” erasers 

TLC Talent Search 
Do you see yourself in any of the descriptions below? If 
so, you and your talents are needed! Contact Lilah for 
more information 665-7415 or finance.tlc@iw.net 

 

Photographers – photograph church events and church life as it happens, for the photo directory and beyond 

Woodworkers – create Faith Chests for baptisms; materials supplied 

Quilters – help sew or tie quilts Tuesdays 9-11 

Laundry helper – count quarters, fill bags with coins & laundry supplies, 4th Tuesdays or anytime 

Van driver – transport members to and from church Sunday mornings 

Videographer – record worship service of your choice. Training provided. Teens encouraged! 

Readers – read epistles at any worship service  

Drummer – add rhythm to our contemporary services using the trap set, beat box, bongo, you name it! 

mailto:finance.tlc@iw.net


August 

6 Middle School Late Night (pre-register by August 1)           7-10:30 pm 

9-11 Family VBS              6-8 pm 

22 Backpack Blessing                 9 am 

 

September 

8 Mandatory Confirmation Meeting with 6th, 7th & 8th grade students and parents       7 pm 

Alternate Confirmation meeting: Sunday, August 12 at 7:30 pm 

12 Rally Sunday - worship celebration at Riverside Park / registrations   10:30 am 

12 Dedication of Children’s Ministry Team       10:30 am 

12 9th grade Confirmation meeting with parents and first night of class     6:30 pm 

12 Alternate Confirmation meeting          7:30 pm 
 

Get registered today for Family Vacation Bible School!!  Family Vacation Bible School will 
be held August 9 - 11.   Registration forms are on the table in the narthex or register online at 
https://tlcyankton.com/family_vbs_registration_form  
 

A simple kid-friendly meal will be served each night at 6 pm followed by lessons, crafts, games 
and treasure hunts all done together as a family.  The theme is Treasures based on Luke 12:34.  

Come with us as we talk about who and what we treasure and Who treasures us.  Everyone is part of God’s family 
and is welcome to attend!  Join us for Faith, Family and Fun! 
 

After last year with some families not attending in person and low attendance, PLEASE complete 
registration information as soon as possible for ALL students who will be attending Confirmation 
and Sunday school this fall.  This will verify grades for the students and help in planning the 
number of class rooms and teachers that are needed.   

Online registrations can be found at https://tlcyankton.com/sunday_school_registration 
 

Sunday school teachers are needed for 3 year olds, Preschool, Kindergarten, 
1st grade, 2nd grade and 4th grade.  Please prayerfully consider helping 
teach a class!  Contact Pam to volunteer.  Education committee members will 
be contacting parents soon to find teachers. 

 

Back to School Blessing:  Please join us at 9 am on Sunday, August 22 as we celebrate 
the beginning of a new school year.  All students, teachers, educators, Sunday school 
leaders, Confirmation guides and school employees are invited to come forward during 

worship for a blessing for the new school year ahead. 
 

Education Committee is seeking members.  There are openings for 2 and 3 year positions.  Join us as we plan the 
Education ministry at Trinity!  Help us make important decisions for the Sunday school, Confirmation and Milestone 
Ministry programs!  We need ideas for adult ministry options too.  Talk with Pam if interested or for more 
information. 
 

Middle School Youth Group 
August 6  7 - 10:30 pm  Late Night at TLC 

Please RSVP BY August 1, if you are going to attend the late night.  Arrangements 
need to be made to make sure there is proper adult supervision and enough supplies. 

August 18  6:30 pm  Meet at TLC 
September 1  6:30 pm  Meet at TLC 

Education 
Pam Brockberg (she/her) pam.tlc@iw.net 660-7569 



Worship, Serve, Proclaim 
Congregational Council Minutes 

Trinity Lutheran Church, 
June 10, 2021 

 
6:30 p.m. Committee Meetings 
7:30 p.m. Congregational Council 
 
Present: Kevin Moe, Steve Hermanson, Kyle Repp, Dave Spencer, Doug Ryken, Sherrie Wehrer, Tom Stotz,  
Pr. Jeff Otterman, Pam Brockberg and Lilah Gillis 
 

1.  Opening Devotions – Members discussed Chapters 2 and 3 of Atomic Habits by James Clear. 
2.  Committee Reports: 

a.  Youth and Family – Nick Moser was ill; no meeting 
                  b.   Trustees – Recap given by Pr. Jeff:  
                             i.  Air conditioning units over Heritage Hall not working because wrong kind of thermostat  
                                 was installed. 
                            ii.  AC over Multipurpose rooms leaking freon.  
                           iii.  Roof repairs will be addressed soon. 

c.  Education –  
                             i.  All ages are invited to the Family VBS from 6-8 p.m. Aug. 9-11.  
                            ii.  Rally Day is combined with Worship in the Park on Sept. 12 and the committee will  
                                 provide games.  
                           iii.  Backpack blessing will be Aug. 22 

d. Deacons –  
                             i.  Another round of photo sessions for church directory added July 12-13. Office will send out 
                                 a postcard to the 280 members not signed up yet, with deacons gathering to call June 29.  
                            ii.  New names are surfacing for ushers, readers, greeters, etc. Deacons will host the  
                                 July 17 Tailgate.  
                           iii.  Active shooter training is set for July 25, followed by a meal of taverns, baked beans  
                                  and chips. Bulletin announcements will ask for RSVPs. Ushers will be strongly encouraged 
                                  to attend. 

e. Stewardship – They are proposing to add Neighbors in Solidarity as one of the Missions of the 
                                                Month. 
                  f.   Evangelism –  
                             i.  Holding the New Member welcome in conjunction with the June 5 Tailgate was the biggest                 
                      ever, with approximately 75 people attending and staying for fellowship. Supplies are  
                                 running low, so will order more from HyVee if school district no longer available.  
                            ii.  Worship in the Park will provide catered taverns, buns and beans; all other food will be  
                                  potluck. Working with Education to provide games. 
                 g.  Pastor Otterman’s Report 
                               i.  VICTORY Team met June 9, and woodworking members will create a mobile counter 

area featuring a lower level for those using a wheelchair. 
                              ii.  Laundry with TLC served 10 families with 23 loads of wash. Other churches interested in 

taking a turn with the ministry.  
                             iii.  Pastor is taking one more year of schooling at DWU and will earn his Masters in Business  
                                   Administration in the summer of 2022. 
                             iv.  Pastor is taking vacation to visit family in California in June. Pr. Kwen and Pr. Gary will 

be available to fill in as needed. 
                              v.  Pastor expressed excitement about new call committee to find our next staff member. 
                             vi.  Pastor discussed a personnel matter. 

h. Befriender’s Ministry Report by Pr. Kwen Sanderson 
                               i.  BeFrienders made 55 contacts in May with 42 Kin. Three new BeFrienders are ready to  

install. 

(continued on next page) 



                              ii.  Robin Brooks has been sending a set of 4 booklets to grieving families. 
3. Executive Council 

a.  Additions to the Agenda 
                               i.  Inclusivity by Pam – In the Synod, inclusivity is becoming an important topic, not only for 

LGBQT youth who attend our church but also for others who use the building. 
Recommends a committee to explore how Trinity may want to do. Inclusive language in 
liturgy and bathroom signage would be easy adaptations.  

                              ii.  Synod Assembly Recap – Theme was Neighbors in Solidarity. Day-long Zoom meeting was 
professionally done and easy to watch and participate in. A couple speakers/groups were 
mentioned as possibilities to come to Trinity. 

                            iii.  Tailgate Schedule – June 19 Stewardship; July 3 Youth & Family; July 17 Deacons and  
                                  August 7 Trustees.  
                            iv.  Endowment – Committee decided to send $1,000 to Lutherans Outdoors as it normally would 
                                  when Trinity sends campers. A new endowment in the name of LaRaye and Norma Andersen 
                                  has been established. 

b.  Approve the Agenda – Motion carried 
c.  Approve minutes – Motion carried 
d.  Treasurer’s report  

                           i.  End of May there was $141,164 in the two accounts and $316,310 in the restricted funds.  
                          ii.  Mortgage balance stands at $170,952  
                         iii.  Offering exceeds expenses by $15,120. For the year, income is $33,726 ahead of expenses.  
 

4.  Old Business 
a.  Roof update – waiting on some architectural information 
b.  Discussion on direction/Call committee 

                           i.  Recap of last month’s discussion by Kevin Moe: There seemed to be motivation to start  
                               the call process. A second person is needed to serve the entire congregation with an  
                               emphasis on youth. 
                          ii.  Steve Hermanson spoke to Pr. Renee. Ministry Site Profile will need just a couple of changes.  
                               He suggested moving quickly to offer respite for Pr. Jeff.  
                         iii.  Members agreed it was imperative to have Nick Moser on the call committee. Steve  
                               Hermanson and Pr. Jeff will contact members of the previous call committee to see if  
                               they’d like to serve on the next call committee. 
                         iv.  Next person could be ordained, deacon or youth director. A deacon is a minister of  
                               Word and Service; they can’t do sacraments, and they are more plentiful than pastors. 
                          v.  Motion to form Call committee for second pastoral position with a youth emphasis carried. 
 

5.  New Business 
a. Motion to add Deborah Pravecek to Evangelism Committee for a two year term carried. 

 
6.  Motion to Adjourn carried. Closed with the Lord’s Prayer 

August Mission of the Month: Lutheran Social Services 
                          Strengthening Individuals, Families & Communities 
 Last year, LSS helped to transform the lives of South Dakotans 38,099 times with 
diverse and vital services statewide. But to see the whole picture and truly understand LSS, 
you have to see what is missing. You may know us as one specific service, but there is so 

much more. LSS helps individuals, families and communities of all shapes and forms. All have a place at LSS.  
 LSS is accredited by the Council on Accreditation, a ministry of the South Dakota Synod, ELCA, a 
member of Lutheran Services in America, a United Way agency and licensed by the State of South Dakota.  
                                                                             LSS Services 
Adoption  Services • Alternatives to Detention • Behavioral Health Services • Better Together • Center for 
Financial Resources • Center for New Americans • Childcare & Education • Disaster Response Services • 
Foster Care Services • Independent Living Services • Kinship Services • Mentoring Services • Pregnancy 
Counseling Services • Re -Entry Services • Residential Services for Children & Youth • Resource Family 
Services  





 2021 

 

MINISTERS:   The Congregation 
 

CLERGY: —  605-665-7415                                  Ext. # 
 
Senior Pastor:   Rev. Jeff Otterman  (cell: 605-645-0396)                    203 
 
STAFF    : —      605-665-7415                                                         
   
 Pam Brockberg          Director of Christian Education                210 
 Lilah Gillis                 Financial Secretary/Volunteer Coordinator   201 
 Julie Grosshuesch      Office Secretary                        200 
 Duane Hirsch             Custodian      
 Lilah & Mike Gillis   Praise Team Leaders 
 Jan Jans                      Parish Nurse (volunteer)    
 Marilyn Nyberg         Organist  
 Sue Ray                     Sound System Operator  
 Linda Stevens            Adult Bell Choir Director (volunteer) 
 Kathleen West           Adult Choir (volunteer) 
      
 
 


