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I heard someone on the radio the other days talking about the special days in November . . . but they
never seemed to make a connection between them other than the fact that they were all in November.
There are three in particular that are uniquely American, while at the same time a reflection of our
Christian heritage. And all three are somewhat dependent on each other.
The three days I speak of are Election Day, Veteran’s Day, and Thanksgiving. (note: Black Friday
and Cyber Monday should be banned from our culture!) It is pretty easy to recognize these as
American, but you may wonder how they are also Christian.
Well, I do not have the time nor space right here to explain all the background, but it is undeniable
that the founding fathers of our country established a government run by citizens, not martial law,
not a monarchy, not some other form of governance. The Bible teaches that we are to render unto
Caesar the things that are Caesar’s; that we are to honor civil authority, etc. The best way to fulfill
these mandates is to participate in the electoral process. Regardless of your political persuasion you
have a voice in choosing our form of government. Though we may not agree with our government
leaders from time to time, knowing that we will have an opportunity to change them in a few years
makes it more bearable. There are, after all, many people in this world who do not have a voice in
who governs them. We should be thankful that we can vote, and encourage all citizens to do so.
While other countries also have days to celebrate their military ours is uniquely different – as far as I
know. First, in these United States we do not celebrate the awesome might and power of our military
as some nameless component of our national identity – we celebrate the individuals who have served.
There is a difference. Yes, we admire and respect the “military” genius of D-Day, or the shock and
awe campaign of desert storm . . . we do indeed have the greatest military in the world. But we must
ask ourselves why that is true. It is because of the men and women who serve. . . key word: “serve”.
When you look at the military of other nations, almost every other nation has, at one time or another,
been an aggressor. But the US military is primarily one of defense. Even when attacking another
country we do so on behalf of a nation that cannot defend themselves. There is much to be said about
those who would serve, to be willing to lay down their lives for the defense of the helpless….
And of course it is not hard to recognize Thanksgiving as both American and Christian. In fact,
Thanksgiving embodies the very concept of America being a Christian nation. Since the days of
ancient Israel having national holidays to worship the Lord until the embryonic days of our nation I
am not aware of any other nation that set aside a day of giving thanks to the Lord Almighty. While
the giving of thanks, even on this day, is often relegated to merely offering a prayer before gluttony
(uh, dinner) or a thankfulness that we have an opportunity to see the kids and grandkids, there is still
an undercurrent of recognition that the Almighty is blessing us more than we deserve.
But tying these three together . . . we should be thankful that we live in a country where we can cast a
vote, thankful that we can speak out for change through the ballot box. We should honor those who
have fought to defend the ballot box, and fought to defend our right to gives thanks to God – and
fought and died so that our neighbor can have the right to vote differently or worship differently if

they so choose. And we should definitely give thanks to the Lord that in spite of the many poor
decisions that have been made on election days – he continues to bless us more than we deserve. And
we need to also be thankful that there are those who are willing to defend our families and homes
from enemies who would destroy not only our safety and security, but would also destroy our
freedom to worship, our freedom to speak out in the public square and through the ballot box, and
our very lives.
Jefferson said it well when he wrote: “We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are
created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among
these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness”
Life – Veteran’s Day – for it is our Veteran’s who secure life and safety.
Liberty – Election Day – the freedom of public discourse, the accountability and constraint of
government through the vote of the people
Pursuit of Happiness – Thanksgiving – to be thankful for all our God has given us, and to pursue
true peace through a relationship with Him.

Your Fellow Servant
Timothy

PASTORS & WIVES FELLOWSHIP BREAKFAST

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 12, 8:30 AM, BLUE SPRINGS BAPTIST CHURCH
All pastors and retired pastors and wives are welcome to attend. Please RSVP
at 392-7074, by Tuesday, November 8, if you are planning to attend.
If you have any questions or suggestions about this please contact Bro. Lonnie
Simpson, Pastoral Ministries Director, 392-7074.

Wednesday, November 30, 6:30 PM
Mt. Carmel Baptist Church --- Fellowship Supper at 5:30

“God’s priority in giving is that you give yourself first. He doesn’t want
your money if you’re not willing to give yourself first.” Steve Canfield

Nolan’s Newsletter
Year two of my journey with Life Action began back in July when I went to the camp in Michigan to work the
Family Camp. I had the privilege to teach youth and even assist two families during my time at Family Camp. We also
had Staff Training during the majority of my stay at the camp. During Staff Training, I prepared for the year on the
road teaching youth. Then in September, we were off to Pennsylvania for a 4 day conference. The youth group was
small but very friendly and fun. They were quick to get to know us and wanted to learn and have fun in the process.
Then we packed up our truck and suitcases to head to Illinois for an 8-day conference. The youth group was
welcoming and easy to get to know. After the conference in Illinois, we started our journey to Texarkana, Arkansas.
There was a large group of youth that attended the services and they responded well to the sermons! Then, the
church we planned on attending was in Georgia, but because of the hurricane, it was cancelled. So our leadership
contacted a church outside of Atlanta and a church member and their neighbor let us stay at their lake house! The
circumstances of why we were there were not good, but God used our time at the lake house to give us quality time
off. Now we are in Knoxville, Tennessee for a 4-day Thirst Conference!
Thank you all for your investment into my journey with Life Action through prayers, encouragement, and
financial support! If you would like to talk with me or receive more information about what I do with Life Action, you
can email me at nmscott97@hotmail.com or contact me by phone at 573-434-2529.

Here is the picture of the team!
Nolan Scott

FINANCIAL REPORT
JULY-AUGUST-SEPTEMBER 2016
YEAR END REPORT
BUDGET

QTR. EXPENSE

YTD

BALANCE

Camp
Disc/Chr Ed
Family Ministry
Evan/Missions1
Disaster Relief1
Food Pantry
Latino Missions
LORM
Pastoral Ministries
VBS
Youth
Equip Conference

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

3,000.00
225.00
300.00
3,500.00
500.00
2,640.00
1,800.00
2,250.00
600.00
700.00
200.00
750.00

$ 1,667.73
$ -0$ -0$ 1,540.00
$ 148.29
$ 440.00
$ 450.00
$ -0$ -0$ -0$ -0$
95.00

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

1,667.73
-0-03,425.50
148.29
2,640.00
1,800.00
-0600.00
700.00
-0375.00

$ 1,332.37
$ 225.00
$ 300.00
$
74.50
$ 351.71
$
-0-*
$
-0$ 2,250.00
$
-0$
-0$
200.00
$
375.00

DOM Retirement
DOM Health Ins.
DOM Expense
Secretary HSA

$
$
$
$

1,260.00
8,497.74
7,442.26
7,500.00

$ 315.00
$ 1,575.00
$ 1,923.18
$ 3375.50

$
$
$
$

1,260.00
8,767.74
7,172.26*
7,436.37

$
$
$
$

-0270.00
270.00
63.63

Bldg/Grds1[7/16 +300]$ 1,050.00
Fees/Tax/License
$ 230.00
Insurance
$ 1,800.00
Miscellaneous
$ 100.00
1
Office Equipment
$ 500.00
Telephone
$ 1,325.00
Utilities
$ 2,400.00

$
$
$
$
$
$
$

499.40
10.00
-078.00
-0220.00
305.76

$
$
$
$
$
$
$

1,027.37
66.65
1,500.00
78.00
339.33
1,208.97
1,801.12

$
$
$
$
$
$
$

22.63
163.35
300.00
22.00
160.67
116.03
598.88

Associational Mtg.
Office Supplies/Post

$
$

400.00
369.01

$ 400.00
$ 2,157.43

$
$

$
400.00
$ 2,000.00

Beginning Balance Gen. Budget July
Deposits
Expenditures
Ending Balance Gen. Budget August

$22,499.81
$13,476.10
$13,571.77
$22,404.14

Beginning Balance Desig. Funds July
Deposits
Expenditures
Ending Balance Desig. Funds August

$10,197.88
$ 2,592.29
$ 4,947.85
$ 7,842.32

Certificates of Deposit
30 Day
6 Month
18 Month
August Ending Balance

$ 5,002.03
$ 5,003.72
$ 5,022.49
$15,028.34

Total All Accounts August 2016

$45,274.80

-0157.43

Budget
$50,670.00
Mo. Giving Req.
for 12 months $50.670.00
Mo. Giving Rec.
for 12 months $49,672.82
Under Giving
for 12 months $ 997.18
Budget Spending $44,371.76
Under Budget
Spending
$ 6,298.29
*Outstanding Checks
#1341 Visions Unlimited $220.00
#1363 Central Bank
$730.00
Respectfully submitted
Barb Shepherd, Treasurer MCBA

UPCOMING EVENTS
November 6: Daylight Saving Time Ends – Fall back 1 hour
November 8: Remember to Vote Today
November 12: Pastors and Wives Fellowship Breakfast, Blue Springs Baptist Church
November 15: Associational Council Meeting, MCBA Office
November 17 & 18: Rocky Mount Food Pantry Open
November 30: This Hope in concert at Mt. Carmel Baptist Church, Lake Ozark MO
December 8: Pastors & Wives Christmas Fellowship, Golden Corral, Osage Beach MO

REMEMBER TO FALL BACK
1 HOUR THIS SATURDAY EVENING.
Miller County Baptist Association
P.O. Box 391, Eldon, MO 65026

REMEMBER TO VOTE
TUESDAY NOVEMBER 8

