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A NOTE FROM THE DIRECTOR OF MISSIONS
Rocks are pretty common here in these Ozark hills. In fact, Ed Teal claims that the farm he had down by St.
Elizabeth would raise two crops every year!
These hills used to be covered in soil from centuries and centuries of decomposing leaves and such. But in
the late 1800’s and early 1900’s they were almost completely deforested due to logging. Then the soil was
washed away, no longer protected from the rains by the mighty oaks and pines that once spread a canopy
over the slopes. The trees are back now, but it will take many years to rebuild the soil on these hills. For now,
the roots of the oaks and cedars cling tenaciously to the rock, striving to prevent any more erosion, and
slowly making their contributions for the return of the soil.
In Matthew 13 Jesus teaches the parable about a sower who went out to sow. . . . and some seed fell on rocky
soil. Here in the Ozarks we know what that is like – to sow on rocky soil. But in a spiritual sense we all need
to look at how we are sowing. . . .
Normally, we would think of a person intentionally sowing on good soil, and the seed that falls on the rocky
soil is seed that wasn’t intentionally thrown there, but that fell there and the sower would not bother to pick it
up, considering it too tedious, and besides, maybe something will come of it.
But, dear brothers, in 21st century America the good soil in which the seed of the gospel can germinate is
eroding away. The culture has been totally deforested. The mighty oaks that protected the soil from erosion
have been cut and cleared. The storms have battered the hills and what once was a slippery slope (because
there was still some mud there) has become a jagged descent, awash in the torrential flood of godlessness.
Christian values no longer nurture the hearts of young people and give habitat for gospel germination. Gone
is the fertile soil of integrity, honesty, decency, hard work, respect, humility, accountability, and virtue. All
that is left is the hardness and jadedness of post-modernism, nihilism, narcissism, and other stones of
rejection concerning the gospel of Christ. Though the seed may germinate, it seldom really takes root.
May each of us, as we go about our work and ministry, rather than just casting seed upon the rocky soil and
hoping it can survive . . . let us spend some time re-building the soil. We must not create a new strain of seed
that is more tolerant of rocky soil – if anyone preaches another gospel let him be accursed – but let us
patiently work to bury the rocks in good soil. Let us stop the erosion. Let us divert the torrent of destruction
that washes away. And let us nurture the gospel where it takes root. Not everyone can live in the rich soil of
the river bottoms. Scratching it out in the rocky hills is hard work, not for the faint of heart, but the rewards
are worth it!
Over the past couple of weeks I have hauled two truckloads of decomposed cow manure and straw out to my
place – unloading it shovel full by shovel full. And I now have a strawberry patch and garden that will rival
anything in the richer soils of other places! Later in the summer I may tell you of strawberries and
blackberries, of cucumbers and zucchini, of tomatoes and lettuce and peas…. The reward will come in time,
just as in Revelation we see that there will be a great harvest from the earth.
What will you do this week to build up the good soil?
Your Fellow Servant
Timothy

After operating a pantry out of
the small basement of Rocky
Mount Baptist Church in Miller
County for nearly years,
Dan Duckworth is thrilled to be
opening a new brick-and-mortar
pantry this year.

Used with permission from the Spring 2016 issue SPECIAL INREDIENTS a publication of The Food Bank for
Central & Northeast Missouri, Columbia MO, Lindsay Young Lopez, Executive Director

[Grades 3-5]
[Grades 6-12]
July 11-15
July 25-29
Registration Due
Registration Due
June 9
June 23
Pulaski Baptist Association Camp
Registration forms available in the office and on the MCBA
website www.millerbaptistassociation.com

NEW CAMP OPPORTUNITY!
For those who are too young to go to Children’s Camp a new opportunity is developing!
On Saturday, July 16th, Miller County Baptist Association will host a One Day “Camp” at Camp P82
South of Eldon, in the Rocky Mount / North Shore area.
This event is for those who have completed Kindergarten, First Grade, Second Grade, and Third
Grade. We will start late morning and run through the early evening. There will be Bible study and
worship times, food, and various outdoor activities.
We are needing some folks who would volunteer for a day of ministering the love of Christ to some
children. Please contact the associational office, 392-6591, if you are interested in helping in some way.
Registration forms are available in the associational office and on our website. Cost will be $15.00
per child. This includes a t-shirt. Registration forms are due by Thursday, June 30, 2016.

A work day has been schedule for Saturday, May 14. For information contact Cory at
cory@sportscrusaders.org

PASTORS & WIVES
FELLOWSHIP BREAKFAST

SATURDAY,
May 14, 8:30 AM
Blue Springs Baptist Church

REMEMBER
OUR CHURCHES
WITHOUT PASTORS
ST. ELIZABETH
CROSSROADS

Featured events include Marksmanship, Targeted Casting, Archery, Hawk Throwing,
Cross Cut Saw, Best Beard, Youth Marksmanship, Youth Casting and Youth Hawk
Throwing.

MISSION TRIP OPPORTUNITY
Would you please;
1. Pray. Pray for God to raise up the team to go. Maybe you. Get the word out to others in your
church who God may lead to be part of the team.
2. Save your left over VBS materials, unused student material and used or unused leader
materials for use in the Aspen Church VBS.
There is some lodging available in the Aspen Church building with showers available. There is the
possibility of camping on site for those who would like to take a camper. There are brand and
local hotels, motels, and public campgrounds that are available within a couple of miles of the
church.
For more information please contact me, Tim Smith at 573 248 9426 or Dr. Timothy Faber at the
Associational office.
To Recap;
What; VBS Mission Trip.
Where; Evanston, Wyoming
When; July 24-29
Who; Those God leads. (You?)
Needs; Team committed to go and materials to use.
Costs: $75 in addition to lodging and transportation
Thanks for your prayerful consideration of this trip.
Tim Smith.

KITE DAY AT FBC IBERIA
On April 10 after the morning service the S.S. children told Bro. Roy Bryant to go fly a kite and he did!
Some of the Children's SS classes stayed, had a picnic lunch and flew their kite between rain drops. All
had a great time. Even those who couldn't get their kite to fly as long/high as they wanted.

UPCOMING EVENTS
May 14: Pastors Fellowship Breakfast at Blue Springs
May 14: Wild Game Supper & Frontier Tournament, Ulman Baptist Church
May 14: Work Day Camp P82, Rocky Mount
May 30: Memorial Day
June 4: Strawberry Festival, FBC Arnold MO
June 5: VBS, Aurora Springs
June 5: The Sing at Mt Herman
June 9: Registrations Deadline for Children’s Camp
June 11: Pastors & Wives Fellowship Breakfast Blue Springs
June 13-15: Southern Baptist Convention Meeting in St. Louis
June 23: Registrations Deadline for Youth Camp
June 28: Associational Council Meeting
July 9: Pastors & Wives Fellowship Breakfast Blue Springs
July 11: Executive Board Meeting, Brumley Baptist Church
July 11-15: Children’s Camp Pulaski Baptist Association Camp
July 16: Day Camp for grades K-3 at Camp P82 Rocky Mount
July 24-30: Mission Trip to Wyoming
July 25-29: Youth Camp Pulaski Baptist Association Camp
August 13: Pastors & Wives Fellowship Breakfast Blue Springs
August 23: Associational Council
September 10: Annual Meeting at Mt. Herman Baptist Church

CRAPPIE DERBY HELD

It’s been said before, but it bears repeating . . . . working together is a great thing! The first ever MCBA
Crappie Derby on April 30th was a successful event. And its success is due in no small part to the fact
that 11 different churches were represented by volunteers or contributions of supplies and equipment
specific for that event. Of course all of our MCBA churches had a part in the event through their
financial support to associational missions, for which we are grateful.
The event was also a success because the children who participated had fun and were able to spend
the day with dads, uncles, grandpas . . . some positive bonding time. And all the kids left happy –
mainly because they got to spend some quality time with someone they love and admire, but also
because of the T-shirts and prizes – trophies, ribbons, fishing rods . . . .
The Crappie Derby was also a success because it was a time of growing faith and learning. The days
leading up to this event were stormy, and the forecast was for a 70% chance of thunderstorms – not
conducive weather for a day of fishing! But God still listens to prayer and there was a lot of praying
going on! As it turned out there was only a little drizzle and a little sprinkling rain that morning. At
launch time there was a piece of blue sky showing in a break in the clouds, and by lunch time the
clouds were all but gone and the sun was shining brightly!
So we have here answered prayer, happy kids, happy families, and wonderful cooperation of several
churches for a goal bigger than and outside of themselves. What more could one ask for?

