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NOTE FROM THE DIRECTOR OF MISSIONS
In the past month Teresa and I got a new grand-daughter (Madilyn Grace, born June 14th) and we
finally sold our house in Indiana. We have been back in Missouri for three and a half years and most
of that time we were able to have the house on Indiana rented, but now it is sold and no longer a
concern and distraction for us. And for the past 4+ years we only had one grandchild – now she is
going to have to learn to share Nana and Papa with her cousin.
As happy as we are to be free of that house, though, there are some sobering thoughts that
accompany the sale. First, as we all know, we can never go home. Now let me be clear – Indiana
never did seem like home to me, I am a Missouri boy and always will be. But that house seemed like
home. I lived in that house longer than I lived anywhere else in my 52 years of life. I put a lot of
“sweat equity” and “elbow grease” into that house.
That house is the scene of many memories – most of our kids’ “growing up” years were in that
house. The dinners in the dining room, the Christmases, the conversations in the living room, the
garden, and the games in the backyard – all memories that can never be repeated. And then of
course there was the Calvin and Hobbes mural that Isaac painted on his bedroom wall – that can
never be replaced.
But alas – especially after having renters in there for two years – the house was stripped of
wallpaper and a fresh coat of paint on every wall – including the wall where Calvin slept on the tree
limb with Hobbes. It doesn’t look like the same house. In many ways, it is not the same house. And
home, well, they say home is where the heart is.
Over the past few years that house had gone from being a home to being a burden and an albatross.
And though her mother says “I wish she could be this little forever”, Madilyn Grace has already
started growing – measured by ounces. Things change. People change. The world around us changes.
If Madilyn Grace indeed where a newborn infant forever something would be wrong. It is expected
and normal for her to grow and change. If we devote ourselves to what once was we will never
experience the blessings of what is. This is true for some churches, as well as other areas of life. It
may be time for the church to put in new carpet, paint a few walls, and even recognize the kids have
grown up. We cannot go back – and we should not want to go back.
Another thing to remember is that this is not our home! As comfortable as we may be here at times,
and as such as we fondly cling to our notions of what home is, for those of us who are followers of
Christ, we have never even made it home yet. Like little Madilyn Grace – nine months in the womb,
three days in the hospital and then a few days at Nana and Papa’s – the girl was a week old before
she ever got home! The womb was a pretty great place – warm, well fed, nothing to worry about, in
fact it was the only she had ever known. Then the hospital – passed around, jostled, learning how to
actually eat, people everywhere. Then Nana and Papa’s and all the visiting family and still everything
is new and different and she just gets used to it and then finally home….. Regardless of how
accustomed to this world we may become, we still have not made it home yet. We need to be
looking forward, not backward.
Your Fellow Servant
Timothy

ROCKY MOUNT FOOD
PANTRY OPEN HOUSE
You are invited to an Open House for the new
Rocky Mounty Food Pantry
Located at 474 Hwy Y, Eldon MO
Saturday, July 9, 2:00 PM
Come and Enjoy Pulled Pork Dinner
and Fellowship

PASTORS & WIVES
FELLOWSHIP BREAKFAST

EXECUTIVE BOARD
MEETING
TUESDAY, JULY 12
7:00 PM

SATURDAY,
July 9, 8:30 AM
BLUE SPRINGS
BAPTIST CHURCH

BRUMLEY BAPTIST
CHURCH

IT’S CAMP TIME
[Grades 3-5]
Cost $85.00
July 11-15
Registration Due Now
Pulaski Baptist
Association Camp,
Waynesville, MO

[Grades K-3]
[Grades 6-12]
Cost $15.00
Cost $85.00
Saturday, July 1
July 25-29
Registration Due Now
Registration Due Now
Camp P82,
Pulaski Baptist
Rocky Mount MO
Association Camp,
Waynesville, MO

Registration forms available in the office and on the MCBA website
www.millerbaptistassociation.com

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
CROSSROADS BAPTIST CHURCH
JULY 17-20

NEWS FROM
KEITH & WENDY

THE JOURNEY
Our time in Nagorno-Karabakh was very blessed. The people were very open
and receptive to our visit made possible through four different medical clinics
in four different cities. Nearly a thousand people were seen by four doctors
from America and received consultation and free medication. More than half of
those people were able to receive a pair of reading glasses. Due to the recent
and continued war conflict with Azerbaijan, many people are stressed and
unable to relax because they live under the threat of more conflict. Even
though they live under difficult conditions, concerts still happen in the capital
city square, children still play outside and life goes on. The people of NagornoKarabakh are strong people who want peace with their neighbors. Please pray
for these people who are mainly ethnic Armenians. Pray they will know the
Author of Peace. Pray that peace will reign not only in Nagorno-Karabakh but
also in their hearts as well.
Pray for a group from
Conway, Arkansas as they
join us for work in the Ararat
Plains July 4-11.

Pray for Wendy as she goes
to Missouri for a wedding in
July. She and Ryan will join
Keith in Prague at the end of
the month for a company

Please continue to pray for the wheelchair

meeting.

distribution project. A request as been sent
for project funds and we are waiting on their

Pray for us that our Father

reply. Pray that everything will come together

will continue to give us

in His timing.

strength, stamina and health
as we do the work.

FLATWOODS TO HOST 5TH SUNDAY SING
The Mt. Herman 5th Sunday Sing will be hosted by Flatwoods
Baptist Church on Sunday, July 31, at 6:00 PM. Make plans to
attend and participate and enjoy the fellowship.

REMEMBER
OUR CHURCHES
WITHOUT PASTORS
ST. ELIZABETH
CROSSROADS

DISASTER RELIEF
TRAINING DATES
October 7-8
Concord Association
Jefferson City
For information go to
disasterrelief@mobaptist.org

UPCOMING EVENTS
July 9: Pastors & Wives Fellowship Breakfast Blue Springs
July 9: Rocky Mount Food Pantry Open House
July 11: Executive Board Meeting, Brumley Baptist Church
July 11-15: Children’s Camp Pulaski Baptist Association Camp
July 16: Day Camp for grades K-3 at Camp P82 Rocky Mount
July 17-20: Vacation Bible School at Crossroads Baptist Church
July 24-30: Mission Trip to Wyoming
July 25-29: Youth Camp Pulaski Baptist Association Camp
July 31: 5th Sunday Sing hosted by Flatwoods Baptist Church
August 8-12: Vacation Bible School at Green Ridge Baptist Church
August 13: Pastors & Wives Fellowship Breakfast Blue Springs
August 23: Associational Council Mtg. Budget & Calendar Planning
September 8: Pastors & Wives Potluck Fellowship, Blue Springs Baptist Church
September 10: Annual Meeting at Mt. Herman Baptist Church
October 7-8: Disaster Relief Training Concord Association Jefferson City
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