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Last week is was announced on the news that Hugh Hefner had died. Over the week-end, a man named Stephen
Paddock killed 59 people in Las Vegas before being killed himself. Anyone who knows me knows that I am as zealous
for advocating holiness and eliminating evil as anyone. But I must say there are times when our zeal and our faith
must have a disconnect.
For several days now, Hugh Hefner has been experiencing torment that was never intended for man, nor was any
man created for that purpose. He is experiencing torment of such magnitude that the Scriptures cannot adequately
describe it. He is realizing that his entire life and career was a lie, propagated by the father of lies, with whom he is
now condemned to spend eternity. He is realizing that during His life He made many poor choices, the worst of which
is rejecting Jesus Christ, and he will never have another opportunity to change that. We do not know whether
Paddock ever even made a claim of knowing Christ, but it is difficult to conceive that a follower of Christ would carry
out such an atrocity.
As Christians across America contemplate the passing of these men, how many have stopped to consider the sobering
reality of his eternal destiny? Have we asked ourselves whether our attitude is the attitude of the One we claim to
serve?
Does God celebrate the verdict of a soul, a person made in His own image, being condemned for all of eternity to a
place created for Satan and his minions?
No. And neither should we.
Certainly no follower of Christ, nor even any person who is a lover of basic morality, would delight in the evil that
these men have propagated. But there is a grave difference between appreciating the passing of evil, and celebrating
the eternal condemnation of a soul, which in effect is taking the same position that Satan has. Think about it.
Between God and Satan, who is pleased with the final destiny of that soul?
Ezekiel 33.11 says, "Say to them, 'As I live!' declares the Lord GOD, 'I take no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but
rather that the wicked turn from his way and live. Turn back, turn back from your evil ways! . . .'” Consider also
Proverbs 24:17, “Do not rejoice when your enemy falls, And do not let your heart be glad when he stumbles”
Is this the attitude we have?
Remember that our Lord, as He hung on the cross, gazing at those who falsely accused Him, spat upon Him, mocked
Him . . . remember that He said, “Father forgive them for they know not what they are doing.”
It may be easy for us to condemn both Hefner and Paddock for all the evil that they perpetrated, but do we realize
that in the eyes of God we were just as guilty? Does not the Scripture say that if we break one point of the Law we are
guilty of the whole thing? And that there is none righteous, no not one?
But – all praise to Him – God demonstrated His love toward us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us!
(Romans 5.8) Why? Because He loves us! Not because of any goodness in us, not because we deserve His love . . . but
because it is in His very nature to love us.
And He loved Hefner and Paddock, too. That is why our Father takes no pleasure in their deaths. Isn’t it amazing how
God loves those who hate Him? Isn’t is uncomfortable to be reminded that He calls us to do the same?

Rather than rejoicing in our enemy’s demise, should we not “give him food to eat; And if he is thirsty, give him water
to drink”? (Proverbs 25.21) Paul quoted this verse and the following one in Romans 12 . . . not very far after that verse
that says “be not conformed to this world but be transformed by the renewing of your mind.”
Jesus also taught this idea of loving our enemy in His Sermon on the Mount. Matthew 5.43-45 "You have heard that it
was said, 'YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR and hate your enemy.' But I say to you, love your enemies and pray for
those who persecute you, so that you may be sons of your Father who is in heaven; for He causes His sun to rise on
the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous.”
We often talk about loving our neighbor as ourselves . . . but isn’t that mainly just lip service? And our enemies, those
who have offended us and hurt us, and maligned us – not some world renowned personage, but someone close, face
to face, even a former friend – do we love them?
If we love them will we celebrate the fact that they are spending eternity in hell? In fact, if we really love them will we
not do whatever we can to make sure they don’t spend an eternity in hell?
Could it be that in rejoicing over the death of one wicked man that we have demonstrated we are no different than
the world? Could it be that as the wicked observe the life and attitudes of those who claim to follow Christ, all they
see is our rejoicing over their own sad condition? How many of them will be won to our Savior with that attitude?
When we rejoice in what Satan is celebrating, our disdain causes even more to plunge into that fiery pit rather than
being rescued by the love of God expressed by the people of God for the glory of God.
There is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents (Luke 15:10) God rejoices in the
salvation of a sinner, not their eternal damnation. Shouldn’t we do the same?
Ask the Lord to lay upon your heart an evil, vile, wicked, enemy. Then ask the Lord to help you love that person the
way He does. Then pray for the person to experience our Lord’s salvation. And should they die before they come to
know Christ, grieve with God rather than rejoice. But should they in fact come to know Christ – how great the
rejoicing will be!

Your Fellow Servant
Timothy

ON MISSION CELEBRATION
What an awesome time!
Launched at our associational annual meeting, the On Mission Celebration was hosted or co-hosted by 9 churches.
We had five missionaries here for services from Sunday morning to Wednesday evening. The love offering for these
missionaries totaled over $3700!
The cool thing about the offering is that these missionaries do not depend on events like this for their livelihood or for
raising support to return to the field of service. Our cooperative program giving supports the missionaries on a regular
basis. But the love offering is a bonus – a special blessing to them for their service, a way of showing our appreciation.
To hear how God has called them, what He is accomplishing through them, and how the work of the Kingdom
continues to be accomplished in the farthest reaches of the globe as well as close to home is an encouragement to all
who hear the testimonies of these missionaries.
Please continue to pray for James, Kenneth, Stephen, Aaron, and Christian, and their families. Our prayer support
means more to them than our offerings.

DEACON ORDINATION
For

GENE LAY
Sunday, October 22,
2:00 PM
Mt. Carmel Baptist Church
755 Bagnell Dam Blvd.

5TH SUNDAY SING
MT. HERMAN
BAPTIST CHURCH
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 29
6:00 PM

REMEMBER OUR CHURCHES
WITHOUT PASTORS
SPRING GARDEN
HONEY SPRINGS

MT. CARMEL HOSTING
CELEBRATE RECOVERY
FOR ANYONE WITH
HURTS, HABITS OR HANG UPS
WEDNESDAYS –
SUPPER 5:30 - STUDY AT 6:30
Mt. Carmel Baptist Church
755 Bagnell Dam Blvd, Lake Ozark MO
Call 964-2333 if questions

Ministry Leader Jason Urlicks
The Celebrate Recovery Team has been training and
are excited about this study.

PASTOR’S & WIVES FELLOWSHIP BREAKFAST
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 14, 2017
8:30 AM
Blue Springs Baptist Church

ANNUAL MEETING, SEPTEMBER 2017

Speakers at Annual Meeting held at First Baptist Church,
Eldon, September 9, 2017
Pictures by
Walt Pollard

Mission Fair held at Annual Meeting, September 9, 2017, First Baptist Church, Eldon

UPCOMING EVENTS
October 10: Missions Committee Meeting, Associational Office, 401 Champain
October 14: Pastor’s & Wives Fellowship Breakfast, Blue Springs Baptist Church
October 21: Women’s Conference, FBC Eldon, 209 South Aurora
October 22: Deacon Ordination of Gene Lay, Mt. Carmel Baptist Church, 755 Bagnell Dam Blvd.
October 23-25: Missouri Baptist Convention, Raytown
October 27-28: Food Pantry Open, Rocky Mount
October 29: 5th Sunday Sing, Mt. Herman Baptist Church, Hwy FF, Olean 6:00
November 3-5: Fearless-2017 Mt. Carmel Youth Conference,
Mt. Carmel Baptist, 755 Bagnell Dam Blvd
November 5: Daylight Savings Time Ends: Fall Back 1 hour
November 11: Pastor’s & Wives Fellowship Breakfast, Blue Springs Baptist Church
November 17-18: Food Pantry Open, Rocky Mount
November 23: Thanksgiving
December 7: Tentative Date for Pastors’ & Wives Christmas Fellowship
December 31: 5th Sunday Sing, Mt. Herman Baptist Church
January 9: Executive Board Meeting, Rocky Mount Baptist Church, 474 Hwy Y, Eldon
January 23-25, 2018: Midwest Leadership Conference, Springfield, IL

MISSIONS COMMITTEE MEETING
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 10
6:OO PM
ASSOCIATIONAL OFFICE

