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Ah, November! Deer Season. Veteran’s Day. Pumpkin Pie. Thanksgiving!
You know, it is easy to give thanks for the big things. But do we regularly give thanks for the small things? Do we share
with others the small things that the Lord does for us? It is in acknowledging the small things that we come the
realization of just how intimately our Father is at work in our lives. I have two examples of “little” things that God has
done for me recently and reminded me of the fact that He is watching out for me in the most mundane ways – in fact,
in ways that make the mundane supernatural!
First, as interim pastor at Horseshoe Bend, I had the privilege recently of doing a baptism. I had explained to the lady
beforehand all about the logistics of being baptized, including the fact that I would have a handkerchief to hold to
prevent water getting in her nose, etc. When the Sunday came for the baptism I remembered to pack a change of
clothes and went to church. Between Sunday School and church as I was changing and preparing for the baptism, I
realized that I had forgotten to bring a handkerchief! “Oh no”, I thought, “what will I do now?” I wondered if the church
kitchen had a dish rag I could use – but that would look odd. I wondered if the candidate to be baptized could pinch her
nose to keep from drowning… But then as I turned to get my shirt from where I had hung it, there on the floor, between
me and the shirt, lay a white handkerchief!
I had carried the shirt on a hanger from the closet at home to the truck, from the truck – across the parking lot and into
the pastor’s office and hung it there. There was no handkerchief on the floor when I left the office for Sunday School
class. But here lay a handkerchief – about a foot away from the shirt. There is no way it was clinging to the shirt with
static electricity all that time and suddenly let go and landed a foot away! The only explanation I have is that the God
who spoke the universe into being is also capable of speaking into being a white handkerchief.
And the baptism was conducted without a glitch!
Then, earlier this week I went into the closet of my office at home. As I did so I noticed a box that had a bunch of old
pocket calendars (1993 – 2010) . . . no they aren’t mine, remember my mom and my step dad both passed away about
two years ago. I just haven’t had time to sort through everything yet. So anyhow, this box that I have seen numerous
times and pay no attention to seemed to catch my eye so I picked up a random pocket calendar (2003 if I remember
right) and was thumbing through it. Then I noticed that where the calendar fits into the cover there were some items
and one looked like a piece of currency – I pulled it out and it was a $20 bill!
The box has been in my office closet for nearly two years – several times I have thought of just throwing it out, I mean,
who needs to keep a bunch of old pocket calendars from their deceased parents? But it is as if God said, wait, before
you throw that out, let me bless you with a little something.
I wonder how many times we have thrown out the blessings of God because we have not looked closely enough. I
wonder how many times we have tried to explain away the blessings the Lord drops in our lap (or on the floor beside
us). It really is His desire to bless us, but too often we are consumed with looking for the big blessings that we miss the
“small stuff”. Can we rightly expect the major blessings if we don’t credit Him with the small ones?
When you give thanks this year, remember the small stuff. In fact, don’t just do it “this year” . . . let’s learn to thank
Him every day. Remember, “Every good thing given and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the
Father…” (James 1.17).

DEACON CONFERENCE
For All Deacons and Potential
Deacons
NOVEMBER 2-3
RIVERVIEW BAPTIST CHURCH
6:45 Friday, November 2,
Dinner with your wives
John Yeats, Executive Director,
Missouri Baptist Convention
Dinner Speaker
Cost: $15.00 for dinner and workshops,
$15 dinner for wives
Register by calling 573-392-6591, or
by emailing lakeoftheozarksba@att.net
no later than Thursday, October 25

Saturday Workshops 8:45 – Noon
DEACON QUALIFICATIONS
GOD’S MEN FOR GOD’S MAN
PASTORAL SUPPORT
PLUS MORE

OCTOBER 17th . 9 to 11am
RSVP by calling Concord Baptist Church:
573.893.2876

Featured Speakers
Becky Moyer - Moyer & Moyer Insurance
Becky’s local office insures over 550 churches, associations, Christian Schools/seminaries
and religious headquarters, including the Missouri Baptist Convention. A lifetime of
involvement in the local church has provided Becky with practical insight in loss control
and coverage needs.

Tyler Foster - GLS Insurance Group
Tyler is an expert in church insurance and has insured over 200 Missouri churches and
Christian organizations including Hannibal LaGrange University, where he is a board
member. He holds the industry designation of Life Underwriter Training Council Fellow
and serves with numerous non-profit organizations in his community.

Pastor’s & Wives
Breakfast
Saturday, November 10,
8:30 AM
Blue Springs Baptist
Church

FIRST BAPTIST IBERIA CELEBRATES 175 YEARS
First Baptist Church Iberia celebrated its' 175 anniversary Sunday, October 14,
2018. The morning services kicked off the celebration with Pastor Roy Bryant
preaching out of Psalm 111 reminding the congregation of how God is taking care
of them and to continue to give praise and honor to God as the Psalmist was doing.
A lunch was provided and gave members time to catch up and reconnect with past
members who had moved away. Afternoon celebrations continued with music from
the Chatman's, Michelle Bryant's family and the church choir. Past pastors who
were able to come gave reflective comments about their time with the church.
Pastor Bryant also spoke from Joshua 1:1-9 reminding those there how God went
before his people to guide them and to fight for them their battles. To continue to
look for God's guidance and direction in all areas of their lives as individuals and as
the Church.

Plaque given by MBC
Recognizing Iberia’s 175th

The Chatman Family

Good food, fellowship and a time of reconnecting

SUNDAY SCHOOL GROWTH
I recently asked a group of pastors I was eating breakfast with about their Sunday School attendance. I was shocked
at their answers. All of them averaged an attendance between 25-35% of their morning worship attendance. The
churches varied in size but their answers were the same.
Coming from a church that averaged about 75% of the morning attendance I wanted to know why they struggled
and what churches could do to strengthen and grow their Sunday School/small group studies. My observations from
attending different Sunday Schools proved very enlightening. In this column, I hope to be able to encourage pastors
and church leaders to build their Sunday School/small group studies programs.
Why should we have Sunday School or small group studies? It is key to helping Christians "grow up" in the Lord.
"But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and for
ever. Amen." 2 Peter 3:18
I believe there is probably a direct correlation between a good Sunday School/small group study program and the
maturing of the believers in our churches today. God is not glorified when Christians do not grow our mature
spiritually.
My suggestions are simply that, suggestions. I will suggest several things in this article and then elaborate in future
articles.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

Know your purpose for your small group study or Sunday School.
Pastoral involvement is key.
Keep it on your prayer list at church and at home.
Make it a priority in your church.
Train teachers to train students.
Don’t be afraid to set high standards for teachers (membership, faithfulness to services, good
testimony, etc.)
Don't be afraid to start new classes.
Keep records and follow up with students.
Don't be afraid to try new ways to invite people to Sunday school.

These ought to get us started. I welcome any questions or discussion that you might have. My email is
preachervanderberg@gmail.com. May God bless you add you endeavor to obey and honor Him.
Bob Vander Berg, Cornerstone Baptist Church

LOCUST EVENTS
We would like to thank everyone who came from the association to help make our Fall Jubilee a tremendous success.
We had fifty people (half of whom were children) out for an afternoon of hayrides, tasty treats, games, and crafts.
Everyone had a great time and left happy! We learned that men with beards have an interesting time eating caramel
apples, we now need to wash the church stash of K'Nex toys, and we may need a parachute for games throughout the
year. :) On a more serious note, so far, we have seen one family attend church that previously had not and are praying
for more! Thank you again.

HANGING OF THE GREENS
Spring Garden Baptist Church will have the annual Hanging of the Greens on November 25 th at
6pm. The community is invited to join us for this festive occasion. A time of fellowship and
refreshments will be had afterwards.

You are cordially invited to attend the

50th Anniversary Celebration
of

Honey Springs Baptist Church
Sunday, November 11,
1:00-4:00 p.m.
46 Honey Springs Loop,
Brumley MO

SUPER BOWL SUNDAY
Lake of the Ozarks Baptist Association will be hosting an association-wide
youth Super Bowl Party. All 7-12 grade students are invited to attend an
exciting time of fellowship. The event will take place Sunday, February 3,
2019 at FBC of Eldon. We will be seeking volunteers to help chaperone and to
provide drinks and food. For more information, or to make sure you stay
updated with upcoming details, you can contact Zach White at 806-2682710, or Caleb Smith at 573-239-9779.

PANTRY ADDITION
Visions Unlimited Food Pantry has a new addition to the building! It has been a vision of
Director Dan Duckworth to display the Christian flag on the pantry building as being a Christian base
visible witness to those who pass by on Y highway and the community. The six foot by twelve foot
Christian flag is made of red, white, and blue metal and maintenance free. By using scrap metal the
total cost was $0.00. Thank you Jesus.

REMEMBER OUR CHURCHES
Without pastors
HONEY SPRINGS
GREENRIDGE
HORSESHOE BEND

UPCOMING EVENTS
November 2-3: Deacon Conference, Riverview Baptist Church, Osage Beach
November 4: Daylight Saving Time Ends – Fall back 1 hour
November 6: Election Day
November 10: Pastors & Wives Fellowship Breakfast, Blue Springs Baptist Church, 8:30
November 11: Veteran’s Day
November 16-17: Rocky Mount Food Pantry Open
November 22: Thanksgiving
November 25: Hanging of the Greens, Spring Garden Baptist Chruch, 6:00
December 6: Pastors Christmas Fellowship TBA
December 11: Associational Council Meeting 6:30, Lake of the Ozarks Baptist Association Office
December 21-22: Rocky Mount Food Pantry Open
December 25: Christmas

