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A common saying in our day, especially when life is hectic and stressful is “It’s a jungle out there!” By
that, one often means the danger, the chaos, the forces that would devour the unsuspecting. When we
consider those two teenage girls who were recently murdered in Indiana, or the seven who were shot
and killed (and 13 others wounded) in one night on the streets of Chicago, some would wonder why
God made such a world . . .
But we must remember that God did not make it this way! God did not intend for us to live in a jungle!
The Bible says that when God created Adam and Eve He put them in a garden . . . and man was to
cultivate the garden and “keep” it.
What is the difference between a garden and jungle? The garden is orderly and organized. It is a place
of provision. It is a place of safety and peace. We devour its produce rather than being devoured by it.
Jungles are wild, disorderly and disorganized. Jungles harbor those who devour others. In I Peter 5.8 we
read that Satan prowls about like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour.
Man was to cultivate and keep the Garden where God placed him, but instead, man destroyed the
garden. Sin entered and with it brought wildness, disorder and destruction. All around us we see the
effects of sin on individual lives, on families, and on society. Leviticus 26 also speaks of danger, chaos,
and devastation . . . all brought on by sin and rebellion. Still, man has not been relieved of his
responsibility to cultivate and keep…
Each of us, therefore, should work – even by the sweat of our brow – to tame the jungle . . . to make
our little part of the world a garden again. We should cultivate the society around us to bring order,
fruitfulness and peace to the chaos and anarchy that surrounds us. After all, the word “culture” comes
from the same root as “cultivate”. We should be actively striving to bring about a better culture.
Jesus calls us to be “salt and light”. Salt is a preservative and purifier. As salt we are to preserve what
good remains. Except for a very few rare creatures, light is necessary for life and growth. We are to
nourish and encourage the growth of godliness and civility by letting the light of Christ shine through
our lives.
This can’t happen, of course, until we tame the wild beast within us, or rather crucify the old self and
become a new creature. Will you allow God to bring peace and order into your tumultuous life? Will
you allow Him to work through you to restore the garden to the jungle out there?

Your Fellow Servant
Timothy

SUMMER MISSIONARY
As a joint effort of the association and the Missouri Baptist Convention the Miller County Baptist
Association will have a summer missionary working among us this year!
With over 5.5 million people coming to the Lake of the Ozarks area each year, we can use all the help we
can get for sharing the gospel and pointing people to Jesus. In years past, the recruiting and deployment of
summer missionaries has had an ebb and flow, ups and downs. Last year there was no summer missionaries
at all working in the lake area.
Through the diligent efforts of our missions committee, however, we have funded, recruited, interviewed,
and called a young man from Palmyra, MO to serve among us this summer. Kevin Bond is a member of FBC
Palmyra, has been a student at Missouri S&T (Rolla) for the past couple of years, and currently is serving as
an IMB intern for a semester in southern Mexico.
Kevin will arrive in Miller County about June 1 to work in campground and resort ministry opportunities. He
will also be available for a limited number of Vacation Bible Schools for those who may need some
assistance. If you would like to have him share with your church about what is going on in resort missions
feel free to invite him for a Sunday.
Of course, as fine of a young man as Kevin is, he is only one man. So if you would be interested in helping
him for a few days or a week this summer it would be greatly appreciated. Call the office to let us know!

CELEBRATION
FLATWOODS BAPTIST CHURCH
12 Mt. Carmel Road
Eldon, Missouri

Celebrating its Tenth Anniversary
on
Sunday, March 19, 2017
at
2:00 p.m.

Associational VBS Clinic
Monday, April 3rd
Eldon First Baptist Church
We will begin with a light supper at 6:00 PM in
the Gym. The Clinic itself will begin at 6:30PM.
Vacation Bible School is a ministry designed to reach
people of all ages, leading them to know and respond to
Jesus Christ as led by the Holy Spirit. Last year, nationwide, 73,000 decisions were
made to accept Christ as Savior. Last year, Miller County VBS enrollment was up by
more than 50 students, with 29 decisions. As we prepare for Vacation Bible School
this year, mark your calendar to attend the Clinic and bring all your teaching staff.
Galactic Starveyor’s – Discovering the God of the Universe. Kids will search the skies
and God’s Word to uncover God’s truth etched in His handiwork. They will discover
that the God who created everything there is – the knowable and the unknowable,
the visible and the invisible – wants a relationship with them!
Jane Waters, Miller County VBS Director,
573.375.0597 or 573.369.2500

PASTOR’S & WIVES
FELLOWSHIP BREAKFAST

SATURDAY,
March 11, 2017
8:30 AM
Blue Springs Baptist Church

Mt. Herman Baptist Church
Saturday, March 11, 4:30 PM
Judging to begin at 5:00 PM
Prizes will be given
Bring your pot of chili and enjoy
the fellowship

MILLER COUNTY BAPTIST ASSOCIATION
2ND ANNUAL CRAPPIE DERBY
APRIL 29, 2017
Mark your calendars for Saturday, April 29! That is the date of our Second Annual
Fishing Derby!
While many details are still being worked out, this is what we have planned thus far
....
The Derby will be an event combining fishing, evangelistic outreach, and
fundraising for the Missouri Baptist Children’s Home. There will be differing
classes of completion so everyone has a chance to win. We will be having a block
party type event during and immediately following weigh-in.
So . . . whether you want to fish, or volunteer to work part of the fishing derby, or
volunteer to serve at the block party, there is a place for you. Mark your calendars
now and plan to be a part of this fun and spiritually rewarding event!
Watch for the next issue of the Voice, or log in to our website for updates and
developments . . . . or call the office with questions or to volunteer to serve
somewhere…

April 8, 2017
Clay Cooper, one of Branson's biggest stars, has graciously donated his theater for
the Afternoon with the Stars event. Clay's theater is located on the main Branson
strip right across from The Titanic. The theater can accommodate 1,200 guests and
has level parking!
Our show is scheduled for 2:00 PM until 5:00 PM. We will have a great show
featuring some of Branson's finest entertainers along with our silent auction.
Concessions will be available.
Performers: To Be Announced...
To order tickets or for additional information please call Cindy Roberts at 800-2646224 or email Cindy at cindy.roberts@mbch.org.

Sponsored by Horseshoe Bend Baptist Church

The Valentines Committee wishes to thank those who attended
the Valentines Banquet on February 10 at Tuscumbia Baptist
Church. Our aim was for you to have an evening of Christian
Fellowship, dinner and a laugh or two. We hope you enjoyed
the festivities as much as we enjoyed the planning and
preparation. Again, thank you. We look forward to
breaking up the winter months with another banquet
next year.
In His Name
Allyson Calton
Belinda McNeal
Marylin Duckworth

Pictures from Valentine Banquet held February 10 taken by Glenna Simpson

UPCOMING EVENTS
March 11: Pastor’s & Wives Breakfast, Blue Springs Baptist Church
March 11: Chili Cook Off, Mt. Herman Baptist Church
March 12: Daylight Savings Time Begins – Spring Forward 1 hour
March 18: Pastor’s Conference, Cross Timbers Baptist Church
March 19: 10th Anniversary Celebration, Flatwoods Baptist Church
March 21: Associational Council Meeting, MCBA Office
March 25: Sunday School Teacher Training Clinic, Aurora Springs
March 24 & 25: Food Pantry Open, Rocky Mount Baptist Church
March 30-April 1: Men of Courage Conference, Camp P82, Rocky Mount
April 3: VBS Clinic, FBC Eldon
April 8: Pastor’s & Wives Breakfast, Blue Springs Baptist Church
April 8: Afternoon With The Stars, Clay Cooper Theater, Branson MO,
April 9: Palm Sunday
April 11: Executive Board Meeting, Horseshoe Bend Baptist Church
April 16: Easter Sunday
April 22: Church Leadership Conference, Calvary Baptist Church, Sedalia
April 23-26: Revival, Mt. Herman, Dr. Earl Wood, Speaker
April 28 & 29: Food Pantry Open, Rocky Mount Baptist Church
April 29: 2nd Annual Crappie Derby
April 30: 5th Sunday Sing, Mt. Herman Baptist Church
May 13: Pastor’s & Wives Breakfast, Blue Springs Baptist Church
May 26-27: Food Pantry Open, Rocky Mount Baptist Church
May 30: Day Camp Registrations Due
June 8: Children’s Camp Registration Due
June 10: Pastor’s & Wives Breakfast, Blue Springs Baptist Church
June 17: Day Camp, Camp P82, Rocky Mount
June 22: Youth Camp Registration Due
June 30-July 1: Food Pantry Open, Rocky Mount Baptist Church
July 8: Pastor’s & Wives Breakfast, Blue Springs Baptist Church
July 10-14: Children’s Camp at Pulaski Baptist Association, Waynesville
July 11: Executive Board Meeting, FBC St. Elizabeth
July 24-28: Youth Camp at Pulaski Baptist Association, Waynesville
July 28-29: Food Pantry Open, Rocky Mount Baptist Church
July 30: 5th Sunday Sing, Mt. Herman Baptist Church

REMEMBER
OUR CHURCHES
WITHOUT PASTORS
ST. ELIZABETH
SPRING GARDEN
HONEY SPRINGS

Remember to turn
your clocks
AHEAD 1 hour
to begin
Daylight Savings
Time Sunday,
March 12.
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