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NOTE FROM THE DIRECTOR OF MISSIONS
How do you dance?
Let me start with a disclaimer – I am not a dancer, so this article is based on observations over the years and
as such may be a bit inaccurate at certain points. However, I believe the principles and conclusions drawn
here are valid.
Over the years I have observed that there are several types of dancing – all of which have been frowned upon
by Baptists for one reason or another, but that is a topic for another day. There is what we might call a
traditional couples’ dance, there is the more modern dancing, there is country line dancing and there is
square dancing. There are also other types of dancing I am sure, such as ballet, but let us limit our reflections
to these four….
In the traditional couples’ dance a man and woman are embraced as they dance, and the man typically leads
while the woman follows. There are some variations of this type of dancing such as Ballroom dancing (think
“Dancing with the Stars”) and the Tango. But in this type of dancing one person is leading and one person is
following that lead.
In more modern versions of dancing people are not embracing one another. Each person is performing their
own movements, sometimes to the extent of drawing attention to themselves – such as street dancing and
the moonwalk.
Country line dancing, from what I can observe, is everyone doing the same thing. They may or may not be
locked arm in arm but everyone moves together.
Square dancing is different yet. In square dancing there is a group of eight people, matched up in pairs. One or
more couple may be doing something by themselves or in sync with another couple or interacting with
another couple in some way, and at times they may all be doing the same thing.
But consider this, with country line dancing there is the mindset of “this is what everyone else is doing, so this
is what I need to be doing”. In the modern dancing there is the mindset that “I will do whatever I feel like
doing”. In the traditional dancing, the prevailing attitude is one is in charge and one will follow. But with
square dancing, no one in the square is in charge, no one is doing whatever they feel like they want to do, and
no one is doing what everyone else is doing. In square dancing, each person has to listen to the “Caller” –
someone outside of the square who is directing everything.
Square Dancing has definitely become less popular over the years than these other forms of dancing. Country
Line dancing had a heyday but doesn’t really fit with the American psyche. The most popular form of
“dancing”, it seems, is the modern type where each “dancer” does their own thing, moves according to their
own feelings, which also fits very well with the popular mindset of our day – each person doing whatever they
want.
Like the caller in square dancing, God directs the movements of those within the square to coordinate the
movements of all for greater interaction. But this is not at all popular in our day, much like square dancing is
not popular.
But think about this for a bit – as a follower of Christ are we to be doing our own thing, doing what everybody
else does, following the lead of another person, or listening to “the call” from Someone outside our circle (or
square) of influence? How will you dance through life?
Your Fellow Servant
Timothy

PASTOR’S & WIVES FELLOWSHIP BREAKFAST
SATURDAY, JUNE 10, 2017
8:30 AM
Mt. Herman Baptist Church

IT’S CAMP TIME
[Grades Starting K-Completed 3] - Cost $15.00 Day
Saturday, June 17
nd
rd
2 & 3 Graders can come stay Friday Night – Saturday
Cost for overnight Campers $25.00

Registration Due Tuesday, May 30
Camp P82, Rocky Mount MO

[Grades 3-5]
[Grades 6-12]
Cost $85.00
Cost $85.00
July 10-14
July 25-29
Registration Due June 8
Registration Due June 22
Pulaski Baptist Association Camp, Waynesville, MO
Registration forms available in the office and on the MCBA website
www.millerbaptistassociation.com

Camp Committee Meeting Tuesday, May 30, 3:00 PM

June 3, 2017

A Family Ministry Since 1925

The Lesters in Concert

Associational Council
Meeting
Tuesday, June 20,
6:30 PM
MCBA Office
401 Champain, Eldon

TIME: 6:00 PM
DATE: SATURDAY, JUNE 24

TIME: 10:30 AM
DATE: SUNDAY, JUNE 25
LOCATION:
MT. HERMAN BAPTIST CHURCH
HWY FF, OLEAN MO
A Love Offering will be taken
For information contact Kent Hutcherson, Pastor
573-280-4682

REMEMBER
OUR CHURCHES
WITHOUT PASTORS
SPRING GARDEN
HONEY SPRINGS

And you shall be my Witnesses, both in Jerusalem and Judea and Samaria,
and to the utter most parts of the earth. . . . even Colorado and Iowa!
There are two opportunities to participate in mission trips this summer!
First, there is Pueblo, Colorado. The trip to Pueblo involves primarily do Vacation Bible for a church
that has not even started yet. . . . They plan to have their first services in September. We will also
have opportunity, while there, to conduct a mission VBS or Backyard Bible Club, and possibly even
some light construction work (painting, etc.).
Those who wish to participate in this trip will need to arrive in Pueblo y Sunday afternoon July 30 th.
We will have a block party or evangelistic event of some sort Sunday evening. Vacation Bible will run
Monday through Friday mornings. Those who want or need to will be able to leave Friday afternoon
(August 4th) to head home.
Each person will be responsible for their own travel and lodging – there are a variety of lodging
opportunities – RV camping, staying in a local church, and of course hotels. We also as for $100 from
each person for groceries and other team expenses while in Pueblo.
The other opportunity is Shenandoah, Iowa. Our association has been working in SW Iowa for
several years now, and the Christ Point Church is the new church in Shenandoah that was just
started last fall. This trip will involve a back to school evangelistic event (block party and concert) on
the evening of Saturday, August 19th. We will go up on Wednesday night (Thursday morning is also
an option) to do some preparations and pre-event outreach and we encourage everyone to stay over
and worship with the folks at Christ Point on Sunday, so the dates for the trip are Wednesday,
August 16 (leave by 5pm) through Sunday, August 20.
Shenandoah is only about four and a half hours from Eldon so this is a close, short trip for those who
may not be able to travel far or for long. It is also a great opportunity for those who may have never
done a mission trip before!
We can likely car pool to Shenandoah, and we can usually negotiate some very reasonable rates at a
hotel in Shenandoah or over in Clarinda. The cost of this trip should be no more than $150 for travel,
lodging and meals.
Anyone interested in either of these mission trips needs to be a member of a Southern Baptist
Church (within the association preferred) and be at least 18 years old. Youth as young as ninth grade
may be allowed to participate if they have a letter of recommendation from their pastor and are
accompanied by a parent or other responsible adult.
Please contact the associational office to sign up or to get more details.

Registration Forms for the BSAM Conference can be obtained
by calling the MCBA Office or contacting Kathy Angel, 816633-5535 or kathybill92@gmail.com

UPCOMING EVENTS
May 25: Youth Float Trip, Mt. Carmel Baptist Church 7:00 AM
May 26-27: Food Pantry Open, Rocky Mount Baptist Church
May 30: Day Camp Registrations Due
June 3: Strawberry Festival, FBC Arnold, MO 9:00 AM-3:00 PM
June 8: Children’s Camp Registration Due
June 10: Pastor’s & Wives Breakfast, Mt. Herman Baptist Church 8:30 AM
June 17: Day Camp, Camp P82, Rocky Mount
June 18: Father’s Day
June 20: Associational Council Meeting, 6:30 PM, Associational Office, 401 Champain, Eldon
June 22: Youth Camp Registration Due
June 24: The Lesters in Concert, 6:00 PM at Mt. Herman Baptist Church, Hwy FF Olean MO
June 25: The Lesters in Concert, 10:30 AM at Mt. Herman Baptist Church, Hwy FF Olean MO
June 30-July 1: Food Pantry Open, Rocky Mount Baptist Church
July 8: Pastor’s & Wives Breakfast, Blue Springs Baptist Church 8:30 AM
July 10-14: Children’s Camp at Pulaski Baptist Association, Waynesville
July 11: Executive Board Meeting, FBC St. Elizabeth 7:00 PM
July 24-28: Youth Camp at Pulaski Baptist Association, Waynesville
July 28-29: Food Pantry Open, Rocky Mount Baptist Church
July 30: 5th Sunday Sing, Mt. Herman Baptist Church 6:00 PM
July 30 – August 5: Mission Trip to Pueblo Colorado
August 16-20: Mission Trip to Iowa
September 9: Annual Meeting, FBC Eldon
September 10: On Mission Celebration
September 25-27: Baptist Secretaries Association of Missouri Conference, Summit Woods Baptist
Church, Lee’s Summit, MO
November 3-5: Fearless -- 2017 Mt. Carmel Youth Conference
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